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PART I 


OVERSEAS COMMERCE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 




CHAPTER I 

PROM THE NORMAM CONQUEST TO EDWARD I 

It is a well-worn saying tliat the British Empire is based upon sea- 
power. The Great War has provided ample proof that the principle 
is stiH a vital one, as vital as it was amid the Dutsh wars of the seven- 
teenth century, the Prench wars of the eighteenth, and the world-wide 
expansion of the nineteenth. But in the general teaching of the history 
of our empire it has been somewhat customary to overlook the fact 
that this sea-power came into existence some centuries before we 
dreamt of sending settlers aqfoss the ocean to found the first rudiments 
of an offshoot from the mother country. Such, however, is the truth. 
English sea-power was born and grew silently amid daunting perils in 
the Middle Ages, the possession and the achievement of a class set some- 
what apart from the main stream of national life, until in the days 
of the Tudors it secured full recognition and took a lasting hold upon 
the imagination of the people. It follows, therefore, that a general 
survey of our expansion must take into account the beginnings of 
sea-power, and the causes, geographical, political, and economic, 
which afflected its growth. 

Duiing the generations whiph followed the Conquest of 1066 , whilst 
Norman and Sax«n elements were gradually blending to produce the 
Englis h nation, we must picture the population of this country as 
living almost exclusively by labour upon the land, organized in little 
manorial communities, each produemg on its own soil well-nigh aU the 
commodities necessary to its'Ufe. Such a society*, with its members 
firmly attached, by the cbinplLcated feudal services which took the 
place of money payments, to the locality in which each was horn, had 
evidently little need of commerce and shipping for the maintenance of 
its economic hfe ; and it was not until industries began to employ an 
appreciable number of hands, and agriculture began to produce certam 
commodities in excess of the loc^ demands, that the elements of an 
extensive sea-borne commerce came into being. At the time of the 
Conquest there was undoubtedly BonjatoialJ traffic with the continent *, 
but it was limited to the casual export of scanty supplies of lead and 
tin from the English mines and the corresponding import of Ersnoh 
wines and fine apparel for the wealthy, the whole upon so^jetty a 

3 
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ficalo tliatit could be dealt with in. tlio undechod. c.liidxtir-lmilt boats 
with which the Bayeux tapestry has made iis famiruir. ^Jt ia scare, ely 
nei’inis>siblc to dignify siidi vessels with ihe i/ii.le ol a mci'caiitile luarine. 

The towns, which awsi'o iu latoli days to he the eiaitres ol luauufauture 
and intercourse, wore hi Norman, times little hatterj.luin hamlets, (,heir 
population dependent upon the lord of the noighbouriug manor, 
and engaged, like his other villaim, upon the tilling of the soil. But 
to this there were some few exceptions. London, as the centre of what 
little continental trade there was, lihd passed heyoml i,lm stage in the 
Saxon period.' York, as the Domifeday survey tells ns, had IClOO 
households— perhaps -10,000 people. Bristol and ChosLor had some 
local traffic with Ireland, and were visited by Scandinavian traders 
from the north. Other towns, by reason of their position upon river- 
ford, harbour or estuary, were ripe for emergence from the village state 
so soon as settled government should permit the development of 
industry. • 

Settled government, indeed, was the undoubted boon conferred by 
the Norman supremacy. The Conqueror himself had a passion for 
discipline and order, rough and ready as were the methods by wliich he 
enforced it : “A man might go through his realm with his bosom full 
of gold unhurt.” William EiSus may hawe phmdorod the Church and 
the magnates, but at least he permitted no lessor man to misbehave. 
Groan as they might at the licentious oppression of his oiitourage, the 
people had to admit that private warn and raids of pirate hamls from 
over the seas were now things of tho past. I»i Ifenry T. Nontuui king- 
ship reached the height of its oxcellonoo ; and Jns reign of llvo-and- 
thirty years was a period of almost unbroken peace and lirm, oon- 
sistent government. With the miscrablo Stoplien-Miitildri (iontost 
which broke out upon thq death of Henry in 11315 tins prBsi)eot ehaugcsl 
suddenly and violently for the worse, and tho terrible forces of anarchy 
which underlay the surface of feudaliBm.hurat forth with unre.straiued 
exuberance. Civil war conducted with docenojj soon gave xilaco to 
partisan strife. Private warfare for avowedly private interests speedily 
followed, and thence it was but a step to pure brigandage which laid 
the whole industry and life of the 'country at the mercy of innumerable 
bands of ruffians. *!But, fortunately, thifi iuterhido of evil was a short 
one. After imeteen years of anardiy (ll3b-64) a new king of strength 
and public spirit took the reins of government in the person of Henry 11. 
So mduring was his work, and set on such firm foundations, that it 
survived the perils caused by the absence of his successor Eichard I., 
who spent less than one year of his ten years’ reign in Fuglaud , the 
violent eccentricities of John, and the long minority and weak 
character of Henry HI. From Henry H. indeed to Edward I. we may 
truly say that the prosperity aAd, the social improvement of England 
never halted in their progress. 

The epence of the health of a community is change, provided that 
change 4s peaceful and orderly, evolutionary not revolutionary. And 
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sio it c£tme a?)out that the self-aufficing feudal state bore -mthin itself 
the seeds of a new growth which was destined ultimately to alter its 
whole aspect ‘ Under Henry I., or even earlier, the production of wool\ 
gave rise to the manufacture of cloth in certain districts, and this 
industr;^ in its turn favoured the growth of the towns both in population 
and ;^utical power! Conclusive evidence is lacking, but it is probable 
that Flemish immigrants were responsible for the new handicraft. The 
English cloth manufacture was not a mushroom growth ; for several 
centuries its produce was coarse and inferior, not to be compared in 
quality with that which came horn the great cities of Flanders and 
Italy. At first also its sale was limited to the Jiome markets, then it 
was carried to the remote Scandinavian north, and only after long 
experience could dt compete with its continental exemplars. But if 
Flemings and Italians remained contemptuous of English cloth, they 
early grew eager to buy the wool with which it was made ; and raw 
wool became the first considerable article of expiirt. 

^oij 3 !?P».pthLcipal reasons this early commercial intercourse remained 
the virtual monopoly of foreign merdhants. The^st was geographical : 
England lay at the terminus, or more properly beyond*^ terminus, 
of the mediaeval trade routes, whereas the cities of the Rhine delta and 
basin, and those of Italy, wore astride of those routes, trading not only 
with their own products but also dipping their fingers in the trade of 
others, which had necessarily to pass through them. Out of this arose 
the second reason ; that the merchants of the regions named had much 
earlier experience of th%r craft, and were fully trained and organized 
whilst the English were yet in the stage of apprenticeship. The trade 
routes indeed are the key to a correct understanding of mediaeval 
English expansion. But it will be convenient to defer a fuU considera- 
tion of them*to the next chapter, and for the present to turn to an 
examination of the various foreign organizations which dominated our 
early commerce. 

The word Hanse^or Hansa serves to designate those merchant 
bodies which were of Teutonic birth ; and three distinct Hansas are 
to be recognized in traffic with our island. The Hansa of Cologne, 
or “ men of the Emperor,” had adaotoiy in London in 1167, at the 
beginning of the reign of Henry II. The Idng’g parentage — ^he was 
the son of the. Empress Matilda, whose first husband had been the 
Emperor Henry V.— probably accounts for the favour shown to them. 
They controlled the Rhine waterway through which came the wares of 
the south after transit across the mountain passes from Italy. They 
obtained extensive privileges from Henry II. and Richard I., but after 
an early period of success tbeir trade dwindled under the stress of 
Burgundian wars and Italian sea-borne competition using the longer 
route by the Straits of Gibraltar. , • 

Contemporary with them was the Flemish socitty Imown M the 
Hanse of London. It included, the merchants of all the oi%3 of 
Flanders and north-eastern France, possibly also of Paris itself, ^hese 
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places produced woollen cloth of fine qmility, otjur and aiMumir, and all 
of manufootured metal goods. Albliough tlic iiaino of Hanau 
dropped out of use as applied to this aasociatioii, the Rleiniali cities 
remained in vigorous^ participoJtion of English trade throughout the 
l yriildlfl Ages. Their business being based princiually upon the dis- 

g osal of their own manufactees, they were not so liable as the men of 
ologne to suffer by a deflection of the trado routes. 

The third and ultimately the most active and aggressive of the 
Hansas was of somewhat later dovelopment. It arose from the 
coalition of the seaports of the Noith Sea and Baltic coasts from 
Bremen to Riga. The merchants of these ports wore mainly of 
German nationality— in England they were known as the Easter- 
lings — and it was their consistent aim to dominate the trade and 
fiaTiArifts of the North Sea, balancing the wares di'ara from Elandors, 
PiTiglaTid and Norway with those tlicy obtained from central Asia 
through Poland andrthe groat mart of Novgorod in irorthorn Russia. 
Rising to prominence in tdio thii'tconth century, they siuuicetled to tho 
Engliflh'pnvileges of tho Cologne trtwlom whom, in their dcelining days, 
they admitted to the great confodoi'acy. In tliis way i;lu\y wore ablo 
to establish houses in London, Ipswich, Yarinontli, Lynn, Boston and 
Hull, and to arrogate to themselves tho ox^(lnsivti use of liiMo of tho 
Hanseatio League. Their chief diaractcristio was their unt!omprou'ii.s- 
ing insistence upon absolute supremacy, and it was against liluim tlurt 
the nascent English sea-powor had to fight its hardest battles. 

The Norwegians and Danes had in pro-Compicst days had much 
maritime intercourse with England. Tho military side of it is that 
which has left the deepest impre® upon historical records, but there 
is no doubt that trade followed ia tho wake of the conquering Vikings 
and became especially active during the temporary union of this 
country' with the northern kingdoms under Canute. Erom Norway 
the principal import was the salted fish wjbich served as the staple food 
in the early part of the year, when religious obser\jance and tho scarcity 
of flesh combined to produce a large demand. Tho Norso mariners, 
following the route by the Shetland, Orkneys and Hebrides, traded 
with the western ports of England'and Wales, and with tho Irish ports 
of Norse foundati«n--Duhlin, Wexford and Waterford. In the 
twelfth century, as William of Malmesbrfty relates, “ Bristol was a 
commodious and safe receptacle for all sMps directing their course for 
the same from Ireland, Norway aud other outlandish and foreign 
countries.” As the English shipping industry made progress English- 
men began to take this trade into their own hands, sailing to the 
Norwegian staple town of Bergen to buy fish, and to the coasts of 
Iceland to catch it." 

The Normans, bringing their» gontincfital tastes into English life, 
introduced the habit of wine drinking. Soon after the Conquest the 
merchants of Rouen carried Erench wines into this country, and tho 
accession of Henry 11., controlling his wile’s possessions in Aquitaine, 
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stimulated a'similar trade from Bordeaux and Bayonne. Here again 
th.e foreign, inexchants, ranking equally with, the English. aS subjeots 
of the crown, long held a virtual monopoly of the tr^o. But under 
the Plantagenet Mngs the English toxte grew rich, and their citizens 
began more and q^ore to seek their own markets across the seas, 
chartering first the ships of strangers, then building ships of their own. 
The Crown, for several reasons, continued its patronage of the aliens 
long after it might have recognized that its duty was to foster English 
sea-power. Consequently that poVer had to make its way in face of 
opposition abroad and neglect atliome, and the days of’ its apprentice- 
ship were unduly prolonged ere it became firmly established. 

A consideration of two other classes of foreigners in England wiU 
complete the survey of its early mercantile condition. The Jews, more 
-as fanciers than as merchants, obtained a fir m grip on mediaeval 
society. The law of the Church forbade Chr istia n s to lend money at 
interest, and here the Jew found his opportunity. The object of 
universal hatred, he would have had little chance of recovering his 
wealth from powerful debtors had it not been for the royal protection. 
Successive longs countenanced the Jews in this manner, and repaid 
themselves by seizing their debts in times of stress and proving them- 
selves harsher creditors than the original lenders had power to be. 
When Edward I. expelled the Jews from the realm in 1290 public 
opinion held that by so doing he had promoted the interests of the 
nation at the expense of his own purse. But already another breed of 
financiers were prepared* to fill the position thus left vacant. In the 
great Italian cities the craft of banking developed with the growth 
of trade ; and the Florentines succeeded in London to the traffic of 
the Jews. Successive royal defalcations ruined the great Florentine 
firms, and tllbir ascendancy passed next .to the Genoese and the 
'V’enetians. These latter, conobining the wool trade with banking, 
based their position upon fimaer foundations. But the development 
of their commerce *with England scarcely falls within the period 
covered by the present chapter, and is therefore left to later con- 
sideration. 

The impression derived from the ftcts above examined is that during 
the hundred and fifty years' at least which succeeded the Conquest 
FiugliahTnen had little shar# in English sea-borne trade. In that time, 
however, they developed a considerable internal trade in the produce 
which aliens imported ; for the latter suffered considerable restrictions 
of their activities within the country, the most importmt being that 
they might only sell by wholesale. About the begmmng of the 
thirteenth century some fringes of overseas traffic .began to fall into 
Etigliah hands. In later days the great English companies of the 
Staplers and the Merchante AdTscntur^ each claimed to have 
originated at this period. It is possible that the Staplers may have 
done so ; but all that is certain is that there were some societies of 
Englishmen, of whom precise knowledge has not survived, whff were 
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carrying goods abroad as early ns tlio reign of King Jolm. An ordi- 
nance ot tbe first year of liia reign says : “ It is onr will that foreign 
merchants be vouchsafed the same favour in England wliictli is granted 
unto Rngliah merchants in thosS places from whence they come.” 

An ATOTnina.t.inu of the record of English shipping provides further 
evidence to the same effect. At the time of the Conquest the organiza- 
tion of the Cinque Ports was already in existence, tlarold indeed had 
mohilized a fleet from the Porta to withstand the expected invasion, 
hut had been unable to keep it togeifner long enough for it to he of use. 
The records of various Saxon kings '“show that numerous ships were 
owned in 'H'.Tigla.tirl in very early times, hut it must be remembered that 
these so-oalled ships were only large open boats. Their usual employ- 
ment was probably fishing and the potty traffic with Eranoe and 
Handers already described. 

"William I. and bis successors issued charters defining the duties and 
privileges of the Cinque Ports (Hastings, Romney, flytho, Hover and 
Sandwich, with which were associated almost from the beginning “ the 
two ancient towns ” of Winohelsoa and Rye), hh’om these eliarters it 
appears that the Ports had between thejn to find litty-soven ships for 
fifteen days in each year without payment ; but the small size of the 
ships is apparent from the fact that each ermv was to consist of twenty- 
one men and a boy. The Cinque Porte flooli so eonstituted was 
evidently intended to he the counterpart of the feudal land forces 
whose primary object was defence against invasion. It had also 
the fuimet duty of “ the honourable transpeffltation and sate conduct 
of the King’s own person or his army over the Narrow Seas.” Such 
offices cotJd easily he performed in the fifteen days of gratuitous 
servioe, and to them the early conception of the uses of a naval force 
was limited. There was no provision for the protection of commerce 
against pirates. The owners of merchantmen were for the most part 
aliens, and nught be left to defend themselves. The mariners of the 
Ports, in fact, became notorious for piracy themselves, especially during 
the thirteenth century under the loose rule of Henry III, ; and their 
negotiation of a formal treaty with the shipmen of Erauoe for the 
regulation of plunder, prisoners, ‘and ransoms, shows tW they had 
begun to regard theJhselves almost in the* light of a sovereign power. 

The cheapness of the service obtained irom the privileged Porte 
rendered the Crown slow to set about the establishment of a royal fleet 
under the direct commaud of the King. Prom the time of Richard I., 
however, onwards to that of Henry V., we may trace the continuous 
existence of a royal navy of greater or less dimensions. Richard I. led 
a considerable navg,! force to the Third Crusade, but it is uncertain that 
any large part of it was English built ajtd manned. John possessed 
several royal ships, and the oifica of Clerk or Keeper of the King’s 
Ships — ^tho germ of the Board of Admiralty — dates from his reign. 
Besides contriving amid the general disaffection to retain the 
loyal'^ of the Cinque Ports he made use of Portsmouth as a dockyard 
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establishment and built some fortifications for its protection. Henry 
III. continued his father’s policy, and Edward I. in his turn developed 
it with his usu^ energy, spending what were for that time consider^le 
sums on the acquisition of new vessels. * . « 

The first signal i^ustration of the advantage of a fleet to the 
national defence occurred a year after John’s death, Louis, the son 
of the French king, was in England at the invitation originally of the 
rebellious barons. They had asked him to come in order that they 
might confer upon him the crown 'Which they were determined to take 
from John. But the death of the tyrant in 1216 had led'to a revulsion 
of feeling in favour of his son Henry, and the French prince found his 
English supporters deserting him. In these circumstances the sailing 
of a reinforcement from France was of vital importance. Led by a 
notorious freebooter of the time, known as Eustace the Monk, it crossed 
the straits and seemed to be maldng for the Thames estuary. Hubert 
de Burgh, who had hold Dover stedfastly both for John and his son, 
Jiastened to mobilize the Cinque Ports fleet. Off Sandwich the English 
mariners, although in inferior strength, intercepted the invaders, and 
by a skilful manceuvre attacked them at a disadvantage. Tie single- 
masted, square-sailed ships of the time were hopelessly slow in beating 
to windward, and the Portsmen, gaining the weathergage before closing, 
were able to overwhelm the nearer Frenchmen before their fellowB 
could come to their support. The casting of bags of quicklime into 
the French decks added to their confusion, and the victory was speedily 
complete. By the " custem of the sea ” the vanquished could expect 
little mercy. In each captured ship two or three only were spared, 
the remainder slaughtered. Eustace the Monk surrendered, ottering 
large ransom for his life ; “ but there was one there named Stephen of 
Winchelsea, who recalled to him the hardships which he had caused 
them both upon land and sea, and who gave him the choice of having 
his head cut off either upon the hatch or upon the fail of the ship. 
Then he beheaded hiin.” ^ 

The details of the Battle of Sandwich may serve to typify many a 
forgotten Channel fight of the period. The Cinque Ports increased 
greatly in power during the thirteenth century, and there is indirect 
evidence that the ships had beCome, if not larger, a#least better found. 
In 1277 when Edward I. laufiohed a great campaign against the Welsh 
his army had the support of a fleet from the Ports, which supplied ^e 
troops with provisions from the sea. This service marks a considerable 
advance upon that contemplated by the framers of the early charters. 
In 1293 again the Ports fleet, in alliance with the Gascon wine earners, 
inflicted a great overthrow upon the seamen of Nortnandy, fighting in 
a quarrel of their own private origination at a time when 'the kings of 
the two countries were at peace. • 

A fighting sea-force nearly always implies the existence of a mer- 
cantile marine, and more especially was this true in the Middle .^es, 
1 Bnglish Eislorical Eeniew, xxvii. a40-G70. 
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when tlie warsMp of one day was tlie inovcliantpinim of i-.lin ncxh. IVe 
may, therefore, draw the concluaioii that the tlurt,ei'U(,Ji c-entury saw 
the development of English sea-borne coninierco to n point nmch in 
advance of the flshipg and pAsscngcr-cavrying across the Straits of 
Dover which had been its status at the Norjv^an CourLucst. The 
native traffic of other ports than those of the soutli-cast coast must 
also have been silently coming into being ; for in the middle of the next 
century— -in 13d6 — we find Edward III. concentrating before Calais a 
huge fleet of 700 English ships drav/n from eighty-tlirce several havens 
in England and Wales. The average number of men per ship in the 
Calais roll works out puiiously enough at (within a fraction) the twenty- 
one of the Cinque Ports charters. 

The reign of Edward I. (1272-1307) marks a turning-point in the 
early stage of English.expansion. Tho general legLsliitiwn of his reign 
extended the sense of social security, favouring the growth of a middle 
class both in town and country, and creating a lu'-al thy public o(iinion 
which began consciously to express itself upon malplicrs p(M'ta.iniiig to 
the public welfare. * At tho lit moment also lie providi'd, by the 
summoning of representative parliaments, a, niwliiim llinaigli wliioh 
the pubUo voice might make ifeiolf hoa«l. Parlianunil., (h^velopiiig as 
it did into a regular institution of the .^ealm at the conehision of a 
century in which tho towns had increased vastly in wealtli and indepen- 
dence, gave exactly the opportimity whiel’i was needed for tho 
conversion of local into national privileges, of local a.spirations into a 
truly national policy. p 

In the twelfth century the towns had begun to obl.iiiu freedom from 
obligations to the territorial magnates, and by so doing to draw apart 
from the feudal organization wmcli had hitherto cinbraecd tho whole 
population in purely amoultiiral interests. In the "thirteenth tlie 
majority of them secured rights of self-government more or less com- 
plete ; and these chafes coincided wi^h the rise and progress of tlie 
cloth manufacture. Here, then, was favourably ground for the birth 
of_ a mercantile middle class, " a busy, hard, prosperous, pugnacious 
middle class,” which was destined ultimately to obtain a preponderating 
voice in the direction of national affairs. 

The mercantile degislatiou of Edward I. affected principally tho 
foreign traders, who were still, in the eyes of the Crown, of greater 
importance than those of English nationality. He substituted fixed 
money payments for the old royal rights to take toll of cargoes in kind. 
This reveniie, called the Ancient or Great Custom, was defined in 1276 
and again in the Confirmation of the Charters in 1297 ; and no later 
sovereign rmtil James I. made any aittempt to increase the rates in so 
far as they applied to Englishmen. But in 1303 the King, being hard 
pressed for money,ponclu(Jed a^agreenfent known as tho Uarta Merca- 
toria with the foreign corporations which conducted the greater part 
of %ur trade. In consideration of royal promi, 4 es of full security for 
theis persons and goods, speedy justice by the international code of 
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“ Jaw mercliaiit,” and trial of disputes by juries of wMch half the 
membera were to be foieignera, they consented to pay sm additional 
duty on all aiticles of common trade, known as the New or Petty 
Custom. This agreement illustrates tPe imifomj policy with regard 
to commerce which lyas to prevail for some time to com©. The Crown 
preferred to deal with foreigners because it could obtain from them 
taxes which its own subjects would strongly have objected to paying. 
The foreigners made no such objection because, haring a virtual 
monopoly, they could pass on the tste to the general body of consumers 
in the shape of higher prices. Only when native commerce had 
increased did the protective function of these duties become apparent. 

We may sum up the work of the king by a quotation ffom the highest 
English authority on these matters : ^ “ Edward I. laid the founda- 
tions of a system of national regulation of industry and commerce, 
and this gradually outgrew the municipal institutions ; he rendered it 
possible for his successors to survey the commercial condition of the 
country as a whole, and to form a definite policy for tb© development 
of national resources and for establishing satisfactory relations with 


and in the art of government. The population is reohoned to have 
been about two miBions in 1066, to have increased to four millions by 
1222, and possibly to five millions by the middle of the fourteenth 
century. The Black Deaih and the French wars then caused a heavy 
decrease until the total stood at about two-and-a-half ipillions in 1377. 
There was no correspondingly rapid recovery, and there were probably 
not many more than three miUiou Enghslunen at the time of the 
accession of Henry VIII. The above figures are only approximations 
based on no conclusive evidence, and some authorities doubt that the 
population ever exceeded twq,-and-a-half millions during the Middle 

• . X- ' i 

But however faulty may be our knowledge of statietics, we .are at 
least justified in regarding the commencement of the fourteenth 
century as the period in which feudal England had reached its prime. 
Thenceforward the oonoeption*of a self-oontained state based upon the 
cultivation of the land tenfted to degeporate, and out of its decay 
began growth in new directions. Peasants became craftsmen, gentry 
became merchants ; and the next two centuries witnessed an inoreMing 
consciousness of the need for sea-power and a demand for a national 
policy for its encomagement. 

^ Veu. Arohdeaoon W. Cunningham : The Growth of Ervjlislt Indus^y and Com- 
merce dming the Marly and MidSe Agee, 6th e^. Cambridge, 1910, p. 266. 


reign powers. 

During the whole period, from the Gouquest to the death of EdwardL 
e country steadily proaressed both in material wealth, in population. 



CHArTl5ii n 

THE LATER PLANTAGENETS. 1307-1399 

We lave already seen that the rise of Enjjtlancl aa a inaritimo iiowei 
was to depend upon, the grasp which fthe might he ahle to obtain of the 
sea-home oommoroo of the Middle Ag(w. It is time now to turn to a 
consideration of the 'niodinoval trade routes in order to understand the 
nature of this system into which the English adventurers sought to 
force an entry. 

A map of the trade routes of modem Europe would he an oxoeodingly 
complex affair, traveraod in nil dirocthuis by iutersoetiug tracks on 
land and sea, out of which would ciuorgo no simple avran|?omont of 
principal routes. Modem commeroo, in fact, is widely dimisod and 
decentralized, l&o the system of veins in tlio-humnn body. Mediaeval 
commerce, on the other hand, rcscmhlod the arteries, its currents 
flowing strongly and in, bulk along U comparatively few main channels, 
and leaving large areas untouched and but indirectly conscious of its 
existence. It is not difficult, therefore, to present a -general plan of 
the circulation of commodities in the Middle Ages. 

Taking first the trade connections of Christendom with lands outsids 
its boundaries, we find that in the ’fourteoij,th century, although 
Portugal was beginning to awaken to the importance of Africa, ffie 
regions of the Near and Middle East were the only ones with which 
any large traffic was maintained/< This traffic from Asia followed two 
great main routes.{ one by the river system of Russia to the mart 
town of Novgorod and thence to Riga, os across Poland to the more 
southerly Baltic ports ; the other by caravans to the Black Sea coasts 
or.the Syrian cities such as Damascus and Aleppo, or by Arab shipping 
iuto the Bed Sea, followed by the short land journey to Alexandria, 
all coming equally within the range of the Christian traders of the 
Mediterranean. These two great Imes of commeroo we may call the 
Northern and the Mediterranean routes respectively. The former 
had been worked originally by^ the Northmen of Scandinavia, but 
by the twelfth century they had given ploco to the Hanseatic League, 
whpse energy developed the trade to an unprecedented extent. The 
chie*' share in exploiting the Mediterranean route was long contested 

12 
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between Gen^a and Venice, witi tbe balance of success, inclining 
ultimately to the latter. 

Turning now to the internal commerce of Europe itself, we find that 
its main streams passed between the depots or distributing centres of 
the two great routes from Asia (the Hanseatic ape? Italian cities respec- 
tively) and certain* well-defined producing areas which possessed 
valuable commodities in ezeess of me needs 'of their own inhabitants. 
These producing areas were : first, the populous cities of Elanders and 
the Rhine delta, turning out doth* hardware and munitions of war ; 
next England, with its ever-inoreaeing quantities of wool and hides, its 
half-manufactured cloth, and its sm^ supplies of lead and tin ; then 
the coasts of Norway and Iceland with their valuable fisheries pro- 
viding a fair percentage of the food su^ly of northern Europe ; the 
wine-growing districts of south-western France and the middle Rliine ; 
and lastly Italy itself, which, from being primarily a distributing centre 
for the Mediterranean trade, became increasingly g. producing area for 
many kinds of finely manufactured goods. 

Taking these regions in the order given above< we find that in the 
north the Hanseatic League had practically complete control of the 
traffic between its own djstrihuting cities and the producing areas of 
Iceland and Norway, England, Elanders and Aquitaine. In tie middle 
of the fourteenth century tlie League included eighty-six cities and 
towns, under oommon commercial control although subject to diverse 
political allegiance. Its easterly outpost was at Novgorod in Russia, 
and its principal Europpan factories were at London, Bruges and 
Bergen. The North Sea was therefore a Hanseatic lake, and if ever 
its mtemative title of the German Ocean was justified it was during the 
period when the great League was in its prime. 

But although the Easterlings — as the Hanse merchants were early 
called in En^and — ^monopolized the trade between their own cities 
and the areas named, they never obtained the same exclusive grip upon 
the cross-traffic between the areas themselves. We find therefore 
certain trade routes not subject to the League’s control linking England 
with other lands. The most important of these was the short sea 
passage to Flanders, monopolized originally by the Flemish Hanse. 
Along this route passed English raw wool in one djjeotion and Flemish 
manufactured goods in the other. In the fourteenth century, as we shall 
see, the English traders began to obtain a larger share of this traffic 
than they had possessed in the earlier part of the Middle Ages. With 
Iceland and Norway also the trade in salt fish became a field for English 
enterprise from Bristol and the east coast ports. The wine trade from 
the Rhine was largely in the hands of the Easterlings from the time 
when they admitted Cologne to their fellowship. That from Aquitaiiie 
remained in possession of the Gaaocg> seamen until in the fourteenth 
century Englishmen began to talfe a slate in it also. Chaucer’s 
typical shipman, it may he remembered, was the master of a Dartmouth 
barge whi^ brought cargoes of wine from Bordeaux. 
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England, then, in the catly Middle Agort was eointnonfially a dtipon. 
denoy of tlio Northern or Hnnseatie trailing system. Witli ihe Medh 
terranean system she had no anch intimate eoiinectioii uiit.il tlui (.miy 
years of the fonrteenth cenUiiy. Vrevionsly to that iimo the amall 
trade "between England and Italy hud pa-sseil mainly by the overland 
route, up the Rhine and along the Alpine roads. The Italians first rose 
to prominence in England as financiers and colloctors of pajial taxation, 
the proceeds of which they frequently transmitted in tho shape of raw 
wools. As manufactures flourished in tho Italian cities the demand 
for wool increased, and both Venetians and Genoese began to send 
merchantmen to England by the long jiassage throiigli the Straits of 
Gibraltar. In 1317 the government of Venice went a step further by 
inaugurating the state trading fleets or Elandor.s galleys. These fleets 
consisted of three, four, or five vessels of tho largest size, owned by the 
state hut laden with tile goods of private m(^relmuts, \yIio bought iheit 
share of cargo spaqo at a public auction. I'liey sailed anmially in 
close company as far as tho English Clianuel, wliere tlie fleet divided, 
some of the ships euftoring ICnglish porla, 1:1m riuunindi'r going on to 
Flanders, The opcrabioiiH of tho stains fleets did not involve tlio 
cessation of the voyages of privatoly-ownoii Italian nu>i'clianl.tneii to 
JBngland or tho abalidonniont of tho Jlhino route ; but tjieir inaugura- 
tion may servo to mark tins entry of liJnglinid into (.lie siinns cdoso 
contact with tho Meditomiiean trading Hy.stem as it iilreatly '|)OHsos.s(jd 
with that of tho North. It is to bo remarked that the Italians 
long maintained a complete monojsoly of, tho tmdts ; at no time 
during the fourteenth century is there any record of Engli.4h ships 
penetrating to the Levant. 

"While it would be an overstatement to asaisrt that there Avas ever a 
time when the trade of this country was exclusively us? foreign hands, 
it is nevertheless true that for the two hundred years following tlio 
Conquest it was predominantly so. We have now, thorclore, to trace 
the early stages of its transference from alien tc^ native control. The 
whole process occupied fully three centuries (mid-thirteenth to mid- 
sixteenth), and considerable obscurity enshrouds its origination. It is 
oertaia, however, that the export.of raw materials was the first hrancli 
of trade to fall maijJy into English hands. At some time in the reign 
of Henry III. the merchants dealing in woois, hides, tin and lead formed 
themselves into an association afterwards known as the Merchants of 
the_ Staple. They carried their goods to the markets of Flanders, 
their nearest and best customer. The exact conditions under which 
the early Staplers traded are unknown, but it is improbable that they 
mjoyed a monopoly of the traffic. Soon, however, tlie importance of 
the wool export' became apparent to tho government. England 
produced more wool than she needed few her own crude cloth manu- 
facture; and English woftl haa'pooaliar .projuirties which made it 
mdigpe^able for the weaving of the best kinds of cloth in other lands. 
To exploit this natural advantage the Crown imposed heavy duties 
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upon tlic expoil of the Staple commodities, and foreign manufacturers 
iound thenselves obliged to pay the resultant enhanced prices. 

Edward II. in 1313 fixed definite marts at which alone the wool 
might be sold. Edward III. abolished tJiem, but re-established them 
in Elanders in 1343. At this time the Crown was dJironically in straits 
for money to carry <Jn the French wars, and the advantages arising 
from collective bargaming with the merchants led to a strict incorpora- 
tion of the Company and a definite grant of monopoly rights. No 
aliens of the norrii of Europe were permitted to buy the staple articles 
save from merchants of the Staple. Only the Italians everting 
direct to their own cities were still allowed freedom of trade. It is not 
clear that the Company as reorganized by Edward III. was identical 
with that which had traded in earlier days. There is ground for 
betievuig that the later Staplers arose from a combination of the 
packers, weighers, customers and other state officials who had amassed 
wealth from the performance of their duties. 

Edward III. himself had no idea of developing* shipping by thus 
concentrating the sale of wool in English hands. A mercantile marine, 
it is evident, was looked upon, not as an national asset, but as a liability 
which was troublesome by reason of the protection it demanded from 
pirates and the kmg’s enemies. This view, in fact, appears in a 
petition of the merchants theiflselves, wherein they desired the removal 
of the Staple to England in order that losses upon the seas might fall 
upon ahens. In 1353, therefore, on the occasion of a quarrel with the 
authorities of Bruges, Edi^ard took the questionable step of removing 
the marts to this country, appointing ten towns at which wool might 
be sold, and forbidding any Enghshman to carry it abroad. Aliens 
were henceforth to come in their own ships and employ their own 
mariners to conduct the chief export of the country. At this time the 
annual amount of wool shipped out of England is stated to have been 
30,000 sacks, or nearly 6000 tons. The evils of this policy no doubt 
became apparent even to Bdwrfrd III., and before many years elapsed 
he transferred the Sta;^e to his recent conquest of Calais. Here, after 
certain further changes, it became permanently settled imtil England 
lost the town in the middle of the sixteenth century. 

The Merchants of the Stapje, thus finally organized, became an 
exceedingly close corporatien, jealously guarding their privileges 
against interlopers, and restricting the enterprise of their own members 
within narrow limits. Whenever the government issued licences to 
non-Staplers to export wool the monopolists were loud in their com- 
plaints. The money accruing from the export dues on their wares 
formed an appreciable fraction of the royal revenue, and the Staplers 
were charged moreover with maintaining the fortifications of Calais, 
a duty which they neglected with disasljcous results in 1668. 

No sooner had the wool trade beeh coneentrated in the hands of 
an English company than English merchants began also to seek a 
share in the kindred export of doth. English cloth in the Mij^le 
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Ages, as we have already notiood, was a coarse product, and it would 
seem that much ol it went overseas in a somi-inanutacturod condition, 
without having undergone all the finisliing processes ol dyeing, rowing, 
barhing, fulling and shearing which were necessary before its appearance ' 
upon the retail market. Tt was for this reason that the cloth-making 
cities of Flanders were among the best cuatoinejs of the English cloth 
merchants, although certain classes of Flemish craftsmen must have 
viewed the import of the alien material with jealousy from the outset. 
Hence the history of the Englislj cloth trade with Flanders is one of 
perpetual disputes with the Flentyngs, resulting often in commercial 
warfare and breaches of intercourse. 

Not content with obtaining a grip upon this traffic, the English • 
cloth merchants began during the same century to carry their wares 
to Spain, Portugal, and the Baltic. About the year 1380 Bristol 
shipped some 760 pieces of cloth annually to Portugal. In 1390 the 
number had risen to 2168. At first, as in all other trades, the majority 
of the bottoms employed were of foreign ownership ; then by slow 
degrees the English, began to use their own shipping. 

In carrying their trade into the Baltic the English were making a . 
daring attack upon a monopoly which the Hanseatic League had 
always regarded as its own. In view of the privileges the Hansa 
enjoyed in England it could not decently issue a formEd prohibition of 
its rival’s enterprise. It sought instead to extinguish it by permitting 
all kinds of piracy and lawlessness to flourish unrestrained. We may 
cite one case which is typical of many : “ About the feast of Easter in 
the year of out Lord 1394: Henry van iTomeren, Godekin Michael, 
Clays Sheld, Hans Howfoote, Peter Hawfoote, Clays Boniface, Eainbek, 
and many others with them, of Wismar and Rostock, being of the 
society ot the Hansa, took by main force a ship of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne called the Godezere sailing upon the sea towards Prussia, being *' 
of the burthen of two hundred tons and belonging unto Roger de 
Thorneton, Robert Gabiford, John Paulin and Thomas da Chester: 
which ship together with the furniture therefif amounteth unto the 
value of four hundred pounds ; also the woollen cloth, the red wine, 
the gold and the sums of money contained in the said ship amounted 
unto the value of^200 marlcs English iponey : moreover they unjustly 
slew John Patanson and John RusseU in,the surprising of the ship and 
goods aforesaid, and there they imprisoned the said parties taken and, 
to their utter undoing, detained them in prison for the space of three 
whole years.” From many similar records of complaints it is evident 
that the English merchants were doing a considerable trade to the 
Baltic in the last twenty years of the century, in spite of the misdeeds 
of a gang of House pirates who infested the North Bea. 

In face of diffioulfnes also the English fishermen made their annual 
voyages to the coasts of loeiand. The Norwegian-Danish kings, 
the owners of that island, sought to prohibit them altogether. They 
preferred that their own subjects should do the fishing and sell their 
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takings in tke'btaple of Bergen, where it was easier to collect the royal 
dues. But even here the jealous hatred of the Easterlings made itself 
felt. The men of Lynn alone had twenty houses in Bergen, and all 
these, they complained, wore burnt in 4394 by t|}e pirates of Wismar 
and instock. 

Although definite* statistics are lacking, it is evident that these 
various branches of English enterprise developed considerably during 
the fourteenth century. They did so, as we shall see, with little or no 
encouragement from the government. Consequently we find that the 
pioneers had no recognized incorporation as had the Merchants of the 
Staple. But regulation and mutual support were the necessities of 
life to the me^aeval trader. Amid swarms of bitter enemies the 
isolated individual could not hope to make an honest living ; he 
tended inevitably to degenerate into piracy. In default of government 
action, then, the more responsible merchants began to band together 
into informal corporations for common defence anql the fiving of prices. 
In London the principal members of the Mercers’ and Drapers’ 
Companies took the lead in regulating the overseas trade in cloth. 
Under Richard II. the Bristol men formed a fellowship of merchant 
venturers, and flimil nr bodies were early inaugurated at Lynn, York 
and Newcastle. Prom this it was but a step to the amalgamation of 
the local bodies into a national corporation ; but that step was not 
taken imtil the beginning of the fifteenth century. 

Throughout the greater part of the fourteenth century the policy of 
the government towards^commerce showed little appreciation of the 
fact that a powerful overseas merchant class and shipping industry 
might be beneficial to the general interests of the country. The 
dominant motives, as they appear to-day, seem to have been first the 
easy raising of revenue from customs dues, and second, the promotion 
of the interests of the consumer in preference to those of the producer. 
In Bacon’s well-known phraseology, the Crown placed considerations 
of plenty before considerations of power. The first-named of these 
motives indeed led Edward III. to adopt a more definite and compre- 
hensive commercial policy than any of his predecessors had done. 
Intermingled with his schemes of conquest in Prance were plans for a 
confederation of the three producii^ areas of England, Plunders and 
Gascony. The wool of En^and was to supply the looms of Plunders ; 
the wine of Bordeaux was to minister to the tastes of EngMshmen and 
Plemings and to be paid for in cloth from either country ; the woad of 
Toulouse, extensively used in dyeing, would add to the selE-sufficienoy 
of the union. Prom the whole interplay of trade revenues would 
pour into the cofEers of the Kin g. But the King himself was not 
merely King of England. He was also the tenant-in-chief of Aquitaine, 
and hoped to be the suzerain*of Manners. To secure the allegiance of 
the Plemings is even said to have behn his principal motive in ftlaimiTig 
the crown of Prance. Since, therefore, he regarded the Plemings and 
the Gascons as his subjects equally with the English, he showed the 
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latter no favour in his shipping policy. Theii’ loyalty at least was 
secure, and they had to content th^iselves with the advantages of a 
cheap and plentiful supply of foreign goods. The men of Flanders 
and Gascony were infpossessioif of the chief share of the trade of those 
provinces with England^ and Edward saw every inducement to maintain 
and strengthen their position.^ It is this policy which has caused 
some to accord to Edward III. the title of “ the Father of English 
Commerce.” But the title is a misleading one : English commerce, 
in so far as it progressed at all in'-his reign, did so by reason of tiie 
energy and enterprise of private Englishmen, and in despite of the 
efforts of the King. ^ 

The naval history of the reign shows, as one might expect, a decline 
of Eugliah sea-power in comparison with that of other nations. The 
great fight in the Whour of Sluys in ISdO gave the victory to the 
Eugliah fleet over that of the Normans in the service of Philip of Valois. 
The connnand of the sea thus secured made possible the blockade and 
reduction of Calais in 1346-7, and the destruction in the battle off 
Winohelsea in 13B0 tff a fleet of armed Spanish merchantmen passing 
down the Channel from Flanders. But twenty years later the fatal 
results of the policy of oheapiiess were apparent. In 1372 the Earl of 
Pembroke sailad with an army for Aquitaine. A Spanish fleet 
encountered him in the Bay of Biscay, inflicting upon him a decisive 
defeat wherein he himself was captured and his armament destroyed. 
That this was no mere unlucky accident, but a real loss of the command 
of the sea, subsequent transactions were to iprove. In the following 
year the only means of getting reinforcements to the south-west of 
France was by sending them to march the whole length of the country 
from Calais. To a mediaeval army such a march through an enemy 
country spelt rapid deterioration. Only a remnant of the force 
reached Bordeaux in fighting order, and the loss of sea-power resulted 
in the loss of all but the coastal f^ge of Aquitaine. The Commons 
in Parliament spoke truly when they laid a sha;!:e of the blame upon 
the policy of the government. 

With the accession of Richard H., a boy of nine years of age, the 
delegation of the royal powers to a committee afforded an opportunity 
to the mercantile interests to express their views in an authoritative 
manner. Among the men who obtained arshare in the administration 
in the early part of the reign we find the names of Michael de la Pole, 
Earl of Suffolk, the son of a wealthy merchant of Hull ; and of Nicholas 
Bramber, William Walworth and John Philipot, three prominent 
merchants of London. The Parliaments of the time had also a strong 
infusion of the new element. It is not surprising, therefore, that a 
series of statutes 'Was enacted, some of which embodied an entirely 
new view of commercial policy. •' Jin 1381 an Act proMbited the carrying 
of gold and silver out of England, the current theory being that the 

1 statute of 1363, for regulating the price of 'trine, had the efiEeot of restriofing 
the siitpmentB of Englishmen from Bordeaux whilst leaving free those of the Cratcons. 
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practice tended to “ the destruction of the realm.” The idea itself 
was not a new one, but it is from this time onwards that we find the 
principle continually insisted upon. In the following year Parliament 
passed a Navigation Act, the first of a Jiotable senes of such measures, 
which were destine(| to exercise an immense influence upon the course 
of English expansion — ^intermittently until. 1661, continuously from 
that date until within a century of the present day. The Act of Eichard 
11., undoubtedly inspired by the naval disasters in the later years of 
Edward III., laid down that no Engli sh merchants were to import or 
export goods save in English ships, the idea beiug not to limit English 
trade but to inforce an increase of English shipping and the employment 
of English mariners. The underlying motive was the strengthening 
of military power at sea, and the promoters of the measure showed an 
entire appreciation of the fact that fighting and mercantile sea-power 
are in essence one and the same thing. In 1391 the Crown gave leave 
to the merchants doing business in the Baltic to sleet a governor and 
officials. Two other Acts further illustrate the trend of the new 
policy. That of 1392 prohibited aliens from'* BeUing by retail in 
England, a privilege which Edward HI. had allowed them ; and that 
of 1394 permitted the hitherto forbidden export of corn. 

Here, then, we have th^ outline of a new theory of the use of 
commerce, undreamt of even by such a statesman as Edward I. Com- 
merce in future was to subserve the increase of national power, not 
merely to act as a means of filling an empty treasury at periods when 
the people were unwillirg to pay direct taxes. The interests of the 
producer were to rank before those of the consumer ; the new policy 
might increase the cost of living to individuals, but the reward would 
be an increase of security for the whole nation. “ The encouragement 
of natives and discouragement of foreigners, the development of 
shipping, and the amassiug of treasure — ^these were the three main 
points of the mercantile programme, and they were all dehberately 
adopted by the Parliament of Richard II., who deliberately rejected 
the opposite policy which had been pursued in each of these particulars 
by Edward III.” ^ 

Such was the programme on papet. But its translation into actual 
performance must not be taken too seriously. The key-measure of 
the whole, the Navigation Afit, remained effective for only a few months. 
It was too sudden and sweeping, and consequently impracticable of 
enforcement, for it was obviously premature to enjoin the exclusive 
use of English ships when such ships did not exist in anything like the 
requisite numbers. The Navigation Act, then, became a dead-letter, 
and when a century later Henry VII. drafted a new one, he did so, 
as we shall see, in a much more cautious and practical spirit, and his 
moderation was rewarded by succ^wT T^^e remaining parts of the 
system of Eichard II. were dependent upon consistent adnoinistration 
for their usefulness. But, unfortunately, the history of English 
1 Cunningham, op. oit. p. 470. ^ 
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administiation from Ms time to iiie Battl(3 of Boswortli in 1486 
resembles a perilous passage across a quaking morass with but one or 
two spots of firm grmmd occurring in its course. During aU that 
century of faction and revoltj governments fighting for their lives had 
little taste for a dispassionate study and manipulation of commerce. 

The real interest of the mercantile legislation of the end of the 
fourteenth century lies in this : that it expressed in public enactments 
the aspirations of the trading and seafaring sections of the community ; 
and once expressed, those aspirations, being vital to the national 
ambition for expansion, remained aNrays in men’s minds as an ideal 
to be worked towards even if impossible of present realization. 
Patriotic men of the fifteenth century struggled hopefully through 
adverse conditions until, with a sigh of relief, they reached the haven 
of sound government under Henry VII. 

The question of the actual strength of English shipping in the 
fourteenth century is not one upon which it is easy to speak clearly. 
The fleet which won tiie Battle of Slays was a formidable one, although 
it would appear that the fighting was of the type familiar in the land 
battles of the period, a heavy discharge of arrows followed by an attack 
with hand-to-hand weapons in which boarding decided the victory. 
Sluys, then, was a soldiers’ victory which afiords no conclusive 
proof of the superiority of the English ships and seamen. The Calais 
RoU, again, containing the list of the fleet which held the Narrow 
Seas during the siege, indicates the presence of a large number of 
vessels drawn from all porta of England and 'Wales. Altogether there 
were 700, with 14,161 men, or an average of just over twenty in each 
crew. The majority must, therefore, have been fiishing boats or 
coasters, whilst a few were of larger size and capable of carrying large 
cargoes on the longer voyages to the Baltic, Iceland and Spain. From 
other sources we know that at least one English ship of 300 tons existed 
in this reign, and several of 200. 

However distributed, the fact that fourteen thousand seamen were 
available for a campaign out of a total population not exceeding five 
millions implies that English sea-power had aheeady become considerable. 
Indeed, from the Battie of Saiidwioh down to the middle of the 
fourteenth century" the English had lio difficulty in securing the 
command of the Channel whenever they" desired it. But in twenty 
years the prospect completely altered. Not only did the English 
fleets lose the command of the sea in 1372, but for several years follow- 
ing they were unable to regain it. In 1377 the south coasts were swept 
from end to end by French and Spanish raiders, who landed with 
impunity and penetrated far inland. To what must this decline be 
attributed ? Largely, no doubt, to Edward IH.’s commercial policy, 
although this does not provide''a complete answer to the question, 
since Ehglish shipping had never previously had any protection from 
gov:;mLment, and yet had contrived to grow formidable. The Black 
Deauh of 1850 which, with succeeding epidemics, caused the population 
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to decline from five to two-and-a-half millions in the space of twenty- 
five years, would easily explain the matter had it been confined to 
England. But all western Europe suffered eq^ually heavily. The 
pestilence may, however, have struoff the maritime population with 
exceptional severity. 

Whatever may have been the reason for the relative decay of our 
sea-power, the middle classes, as we have seen, were determined upon 
an alteration of the policy laid down by Edward III. That monarch, 
although he was present at two naval battles, never showed any 
appreciation of the value of sea-power. His revival of the title “ Lord 
of the Seas ” seems superficially to indicate tlje contrary. But his 
words were not supported by deeds, and piracy, which he hoped to 
suppress by the dread of his name, increased to an unprecedented 
extent throughout the century. 

An examination of the Calais Roll throws an iuteresting light upon 
the distribution of English shipping in 1346. The Roll does not state 
the tonnage of the vessels, but it gives the numbers of ships and 
mariners found by each port. After making allowance for the fact 
that many of the men must have been fishermen, and for the probability 
that not every seaport contributed the same proportion of its strength, 
we obtain a little light on t^e relative shares held by Englishmen in the 
different branches of foreign trade. Yarmouth stands easily at the 
head of the list with 1057 mariners. Next come Eowey and Dartmouth 
with 770 and 767 respectively ; then London, Bristol and Plymouth 
with between 600 anci 700 each; Winchelsea, Southampton and 
Sandwich, 500 to 600 ; HuU, 466 ; and Lynn, Boston, Dover, Shoreham, 
Looe and Newcastle, each with 300 to 400 men. Thus of the first 
sixteen seaports of the county we find on the North Sea coasts only 
six, or seven if we include Sandwich, whose trade, however, went 
mostly down Channel. But it is certain from all other evidence that 
the North Sea trades, to Elaqders, Germany, the Baltic and the North, 
preponderated greatly over those with France and the Peninsula. We 
must, therefore, conclude that, imperfect as was the hold of Englishmen 
upon the southern trade routes, it was nevertheless much more con- 
siderable than their share of the mere important traflS.c with the east, 
the centre and the north of Europe. The prircipal competitors in 
shipping were, and long ’were to remain, the Easterlings and the 
Flemings. 



CHAPTER III 

LANCASTER AND YORK, 1399-1486 

The revolution wMoh deposed Richard 11. and gave the crown to 
Henry IV. was favourable to the development of the commercial 
policy. The new long was alive to the importance to the realm of an 
overseas trade in native hands, and set himself to further the wishes 
of the mercantile element which made its first attempt 'at self-affiertion 
under Richard II. Henry himself had spent the period of his exile 
previous to 1399 in the Baltic lands, as tl^p guest of the Grand Master 
oi the Teutonic Knights. He had seen the conditione \md«s which 
Enghshmen were attempting to trade in Danzig and other Prussian 
towns of the Hanseatic League, and when as king he began a negotiation 
to improve those conditions he had the advai^tage of being personally 
known to the potentates with whom he was in correspondence. 

The keynote of his pohoy was the , suppression of piracy and the 
inauguration of a “ well ordered trade ” under govemmeiit supervision. 
Of piracy both Enghshmen and Easterlings h^ been guilty, although 
the latter as a body had leas excuse, since the discipline of their league 
was strict, and the conduct of individu 9 . 1 s was, therefore, a refieotion 
of the opinions of their rulers. To settle old j^cores and prevent a 
renewal of disorders Henry sent Sir WiUiam Estuimy and John 
Kington as his ambassadors to frame a treaty with the Baltic cities ; 
and at the same time he took steps to reduce the loose individuahsm 
of the Enghsh traders to the more controllable form of a regyilated 
company.^ On June 6, 1404, he issued tC) the merchants trading in 
Prussia and the Eanse towns a charter authorizing them to meet at 
any place convenient and choose governors frond among their number. 
The governors so chosen, and their deputies, were empowered to rule 
all English merchants dwelling in the countries named, to make 
ordinances for the conduct of the trade, to settle disputes, to ensure 
the good behaviour of the English towards foreigners, and to demand 
reparation for wrongs sustained ^by any' Englishman at their hands. 
A later grant of 1408 created a similar jurisdiotioii for Denmark, 

^ ^would appear tliat the orgaaizatian for those meiohants enggested by Biohaid 
n. had, like the lemamdei of his oonuneioial legislation, been alloved to lapse. 

eo 
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Noway and Sweden. In tMs manner arose the company which under- 
took the difficult task of planting English outposts in the Baltic in face 
of Hanse opposition. When, in the sixteenth century, it was revived 
and reconstituted, it took the name o5 the Eastl,and Company, and it 
will be convenient to apply that designation to, it from the outset. 

The Eastland Coiipany, like all others of mediaeval formation, was 
of the “ regulated ” type, its constitution developing out of those of 
the guilds which had long supervised the internal industry of the towns. 
There was no joint capital with profits distributed to the members in 
the shape of interest on shares, as in a modem trading company. 
Each merchant traded on his own separate capital, making his own 
profit or loss. Membership of the company meant that he enjoyed 
his share of the common privileges obtained from foreign governments, 
stored his wares in the common “ house ” in iha foreign port, bought 
and sold at prices fixed by the officers of the company, and generally 
obeyed all other rules for the good conduct of tjie trade. In return 
for thus surrendering a part of his hberty of action he received the 
immense benefit of the protection of a corporation which ini|ht 
negotiate with governments almost in the character of a sovereign 
power. Since the governor and his assistants were responsible for the 
conduct of all their fellow-countrymen in the foreign country, it 
followed of necessity that no Englishman could be permitted to trade 
unless he were a member of the company. Thus qmte naturally arose 
the monopolies of the companies in the several branches of foreign 
trade. , 

We have already noticed the rise of local societies of merchant 
adventurers during the latter part of the fourteenth century. The 
opening years of Henry IV. saw also the linking-up of aU such bodies 
as were interested in the cloth trade with Flanders, In imitation, no 
doubt, of the Baltic merchants, they petitioned the king for a regular 
incorporation. In 1407 he issued to them a charter constituting them 
a regulated Compaq with ‘the same machinery of governor and 
assistants as in the case of the Eastland Company, In after years the 
Merchants Adventurers, as this association came to be called, claimed 
a much earlier date of origin than 1407. Sir Thomas Gresham speaks 
of a copy of privileges granted to them in 1296. ^ But, although they 
imdoubtedly existed as a trading body in the fourteenth century and 

S ossibly earlier, the best informed opinion holds that the charter of 
[enry IV. was their first official recognition ; " the Adventurers now 
proposed to enter the decent ranks of recognized associations, and 
exchange their roving wars for the more formal a^essions of ,a 
chartered company.” ^ 

The London Merchants Adventurers, to whom those of other porta 
became afiBliated, were an effehoot^af the Mercers’ Company. Their 
London headquarters until the time of ChSirles II. were in the Mercers’ 

^ Mrs. A. S. Green, Town Life in the Fifteenth Century, London, 1894 (repT.U908), 
i.p.95. 
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Hall, and down to 1626 the tranaaotiona of both companies’ meetings 
were entered in the same minute-book. But on several occasions the 
members from the other east-coast ports made stout resistance to the 
dominance of the Londoners tn the company. It was, perhaps, on 
account of the unwiUingneaa of the several ports to acknowledge any 
one of their number as head that the governor, secretary and other 
officials of the company resided normally in the Netherlands, first at 
Bruges, and then at Antwerp. The English house overseas thus 
became a little oasis of English rule in a foreign land. 

In chartering and supporting these companies Henry IV. probably 
gave more efEective aid to the English shipping industry than would 
have resulted from a strict enforcement of the Navigation Act. In 
spite of fair words the Hansa was not slow to show by deeds its dis- 
approval of the recognition of its rivals. A fresh catalogue of crimes 
upon the sea formed the subject of a new negotiation in 1409 ; and no 
sooner had the slate, been wiped clean than the score began again to 
accumulate. It may seem surprising that, in despair of securing better 
treatment for their 'subjects, Henry IV. and his successors did not 
retaliate by abrogating the substantial privileges the Germans enjoyed 
in England. But for many years bo come no English Icing dared to 
consider such a step. The Hansa was a ^mighty naval power. If it 
had sided with France the English shores would have been ravaged 
from end to end. In that age of sudden rebellions, banishments and 
fugitive claimants, there was ever the possibility that an invading 
force might land any day upon the east coast wiw Hanse assistance, 
and in a few weelcs subvert the throne. So Henry IV, himself 
had come in 1399; and so Edward IV. was to appear in 1471. 
English governments might as yet think only of propitiating the 
Hansa ; they were in no position to defy it. 

Under Henry V. (1413-22) commerce flourished. There is a signi- 
ficant cessation of complaints of Hanse„ piracy. The trade with the 
Peninsula increased so that English ships went .frequently to Lisbon 
and even to Morocco, Henry, in fact, secured respect because he 
maintained a large navy for the purposes of his French war, and was 
doubtless able to spare some of his ships for the duty of keeping order 
generally upon the seas. For proteotiom' against rovers it became the 
custom for the merchants in each branch of &e foreign trade to despatch 
their ships in company, and when the navy was strong it provided 
vessels to " waft ” or convoy the merchant fleets. Thus each year 
saw the departure from Enghsh shores of several wool fleets for Calais, 
of three or four cloth fleets for Bruges or Antwerp, another for the 
Baltic, a wine fleet for Bordeaux, a fishing fleet for Iceland, and a 
convoy of varying size for Spain and Portugal. The wool was shipped 
principally from Southampton, Lpndon sChd Boston, and the cloth for 
Flanders and the Baltic from all the east coast ports. From them also 
and Jrpm Bristol went the Iceland fleet, departing in the spring and 
retmaing in the autumn. The wine-ships timed their arrival at 
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Boideaux betweem November and Eebrnary, when the new vintage 
was ready for export. In the latter part of the fifteenth, century it was 
stated that there were as many as 8000 Englishmen in the town at one 
time during the winter season. In SpainHhe Englisdi traded principally 
at Seville and San Lucar in the south, obtaining at the latter place 
privileges from the*Duke of Medina Sidonia. The Bordeaux and 
Peninsula trades were conducted oHefly by the merchants of the 
southern and western ports of England. 

So far the fifteenth century had promised well for English maritime 
expansion. But scarcely two decades of it had passed when Henry V. 
died in France, leaving his throne to a child not,twelve months old. 
Civil dissension added to the burden of foreign war f atahy weakened the 
authority of the government, and England speedily lost that discipline 
by which alone the young commerce of the native merchants could 
make headway against foreign competition. The navy of Henry V. 
had numbered fourteen large ships of 300 to 1000 tpns, ten of medium 
size, and fourteen small craft — a greater force than any previous king 
had wielded. Within a few years of his death it had ceased to exist, 
the council having sold the ships to private owners to avoid the expense 
of their upkeep. The fate of the navy was ominous of that in store for 
merchant shipping. In all Erections a period of decline set in which 
was destined to last for many'years. 

One important result of Henry V.’s diplomacy had been his alliance 
with the young Duke Philip of Burgundy, whose father, John the 
Fearless, had been callouftly murdered by the Dauphin at the Bridge 
of Montereau in 1419. The Dukes of Burgundy had large interests 
in the Low Countries, the whole of which fell gradually under their 
control. The political alliance, therefore, improved the position of 
the Merchants Adventurers at Bruges. Their shipments of cloth grew 
ever larger, until they began seriously to compete with the labour of 
the Flemish craftsmen. But their position was dependent upon 
politics, and pohtics failed theni. In 1434 the Duke of Burgundy began 
to think of abandoning his military alliance with England in the French 
war; at the same time he entirely prohibited the importation of 
Enghsh cloth into the Netherlands. ■ Here was the opportunity for a 
strong government to interfer-e on behalf of its merchants. But no 
government support was forthcoming, and it was not until twelve 
years later (1446) that the English obtained a charter of privileges from 
the duke by which their position was restored, their mart being now 
transferred to Antwerp. 

From government weakness the Eastland merchants were naturally 
greater sufierers than the Merchants Adventurers, for their industry 
had always been more precarious. Henry VI. renewed their charters 
in 1428. In 1432 they made tjomplajpt that the subjects of the King 
of Denmark had robbed the merchants of York and Hull of £6000 in 
one year, and the other merchants of England of £20,000. Four y^ars 
later Enghshmen found themselves entirely excluded from trade, at 
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the Staple at Bergen. They attributed this to the machinations of the 
Hansa, and demanded the revocation of the latter’s privileges in 
England; but, for reasons already explained, their petition was 
■unavailing. In 14^0 Henry Nl. bestirred himself so far as to send a 
remonstrance to the. Grand Master of the Teutonic Knights on the 
subject of the ill-treatment of Englishmen in th6 Baltic. Danzig and 
Lubeck seem to have been the prime evil-doers at this period. But 
both Danes and Germans had taken the measure of Henry VI. They 
paid no heed to his nerveless diplomacy, and in the course of the ne:rt 
thirty years made war so effectively upon the Eastland Company that 
they fairly "wiped its commerce off me seas. When at tito end of 
the century we find a few English traders carrying on a precarious 
traffic with the Baltic, they are doing so as free-lances, the well-devised 
organization of Heniy IV. ’s charters having lapsed into obli-vion. 

Until the middle of the fifteenth century the English frequented the 
coasts of Iceland and other northern regions for the purpose of trading 
and fishing. The Kings of Denmark, the over-lords of Iceland, had 
disapproved of tins traffic, but had been unable to stop it. The 
situation, in fact, ■with its triangle of interests, resembles that produced 
in the Spanish colonies when Hawldns began selling negroes in the 
foUcwnig century. The English went direct to the fishmg grounds 
because there they obtained the largest and cheapest supplies of fish ; 
the Icelanders wdoomed them because of the cloth and other indis- 
pensable commodities wM^ they brought; and the Danish Icing 
sought to prohibit direct intercourse and force aU exchange through 
the bottle-neck of his Staple at Bergen, because there alone he could 
collect effectively such dues as seemed right to him. The royal 
argument at this early date is identical with that of the Spanish 
sovereigns of the sixteenth century, and indeed "with that of our own 
rulers in the eighteenth : What is the use of having acquired colonies 
unless we make something out of them by converting them ffito 
monopolies for our owa enjoyment? Owing to Danish pressure 
applied for this reason the government of Henry VI. forbade by a law 
of 1430 any trade by its subjects otherwise than at Bergen ; and in 
1450 the two kmgdoms concluded a treaty to the same effect. The 
result of this diplomatic harshness upon the mariners of an undis- 
ciplined age was what might have been expected : trade did not flow 
smoothly through the channel appointed, but degenerated instead into 
a wild orgy of piracy which made the northern seas a battle-grouiid for 
Englishmen, Scots, Easterlings and Scandinavians until the last decade 
of me century. 

Turning to the southern and western trade routes we find a coiuse 
of development distinct from that of the North Sea. He "trades "with 
Gascony,, Spain and Portugal,'", and later in the century the beginnings 
of the Levant trade, were'’ never during the Middle Ages incorporated, 
even in so mild a form as "that of a regulated company. It is interesting 
.-tojseek out the reasons for this difference in policy. In the first plaC0> 
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until the lose of Aquitaine in 1463, Englishmen trading at Bordeaux and 
Bayonne were as safe from unwarranted interference as they would 
have been at Dover or Newcastle, for the Gascon ports were the 
possessions of the English crown ; and even after t^e expulsion of the 
English garrisons local feehng stUl remained favourable to those who 
had been for centurfbs the beat customers of the province. Then 
again, in exchanging English cloth for the wines of Bordeaux, or the 
wines, oil, leather and fruits of Spain and Portugal, the merchants 
on either side were but bartering the surplus commodities of their 
respective countries. The Gascons, Spaniards and Portuguese of this 
period profited by trade, but their national existence did not depend 
exclusively upon it as did that of the Hanseatic Lea^e and the Flemish 
cities. There was thus an absence of incentive to that desperate, 
merciless competition which made the North Sea so hard a school of 
commerce. But perhaps the principal reason for the absence of 
incorporation iu these trades lies in the mentality of the men bred in 
our southern and western seaports. These men of Southampton, 
Plymouth, Fowey and Bristol, and all the ports between, were instinc- 
tivdy individualists, hating any form of regulation and control. 
There was more essential difference of outlook between them and the 
Londoners and east-coast men than there is between Englishmen and 
Americans to-day. Well-gOT^emed, collective effort made no appeal 
to them. Therefore, there was no serious attempt to “ regulate ” 
the Spanish trade until 1630 ; and in the other trades, so far as we know, 
no attempt at all. Of ali the southern and western towns but one, 
Exeter, is recorded as ta^g any part in the national association of 
Merchants Adventurers incorporated by Henry 17. 

As regards the fortunes of these trades during the period ending in 
1486, we find that the Bordeaux wine-carrying slipped largely out of 
English hands. The Gascons themselves brought much of their wine 
to England, and the Easterlings developed a considerable carrying 
trade between London and Flanders and the south, so that when 
Henry YH. came to t^e throne he made it his first business to remedy 
the complaints of " decay ” in this traffic. The commerce with 
Portugal, after continuing to flourish during the first part of the 
fifteenth century, fell into diso;;der amid the anarchy which followed ; 
and for the first time the anaily between the two nations was shaken 
by outbreaks of piracy and reprisal on the seas. The galleys of Venice 
and the carracks of Genoa continued to monopolize the rich trade 
between England and the Mediterranean. The goods they brought 
were of high value in comparison with their bulk, and complaints were 
consequently frequent that the Italians besides lading their fleets 
with wool and cloth drained the country of money in order to redress 
the balance of value. This, in the eyes of mediaeval economists, was 
a crime against the nation, and the I^ialianS were highly unpopular in 
consequence. In addition to this, a petition in Parliament in 1439 
charged them with acting as carriers between Sp^, Portugal, FieEhce 
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and England, and so contributing to the decay of English shipping. 
The first recorded venture of an Englishman to the Levant — ’on a 
trading voyage, that is to say, and in an English ship — took place in 
14B8. The merchant in qu&tion, Robert Stuimy of Bristol, reached 
the East in safety but was captured and robbed by the G-enoese on his 
return. They attacked him, it is said, because'^it was rumoured that 
he was bringing green pepper and other spices to plant in England and 
so render the country independent of the Italian trade. 

With the death of Henry V., then, there began a j)rolonged depression 
in the various branches of English overseas enterprise. How great the 
decline was we haye no means of estimating, the necessary statistics 
not having been preserved ; but that it existed there is no doubt, smoe 
it is avouched both by the men of the evil time and by those of the next 
age, when a stronger government had effected an improvement. When 
all aUowanoe has been made for exaggeration, a residue of truth must 
remain in the contemporary evidence. 

One of the most interesting documents of mediaeval English history 
is the product ofHhis unhappy period. TAe Libel of English PdUey 
was written, as internal evidence shows, in 14-30-7. The author was a .. 
man of classical reading, a wide knowledge of commercial matters, 
and modem-sounding theories on the uses of sea-power. His identity 
is not certainly known, but ho is generally thought to have been Adam 
de Moleyns, Bishop of Chichester, who was murdered by some mutinous 
seamen in 1460. Although he intended his work to be a serious essay 
on policy he wrote it in verse ; but he was (appealing to the men of his 
own generation, and he knew that the rough rhymes in which he 
clothed his doctrines gave them the greatest chance of a wide circula- 
tion. And in fact their circulation was a wide one, so that they bore 
fruit long after the hand that had written them was dead. 

“ The true process of English pohcy,” he begins, “ is this . . . 
Cherish merchandise, keep the Admiralty, that we be masters of the 
Narrow Sea.” With a naval force in the Chanpd, he says, we are able 
to bring all our foes to terms by pressure upon their commerce ; then, 
bethihfing him of the sad state to which incompetence had reduced 
the once powerful fleet of Henry' V., he exclaims, “ Where be our ships, 
where be our swords become 1 Onx enemies bid for the ship [on the 
noble] set a sheep.” After this prologue the author proceeds to 
examine in turn each branch of foreign trade, and also the trade routes 
of other nations which pass through the English Channel. He mentions 
all commodities in detail, and is ever ready for securing political results 
by the manipulation of trade : 

"... for the wool of England 
Sustainetti the Conunons Memings I underataud. 

Then if Endand woula her wool restrain 
Erom Monders, this foUoweth in oertain, 

Elandets of need must with us have peace, 

Or else s^e is destroyed . . • 
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“ Therefore if wo would manly take in hand, 

To keep this sea from Handers and from Spain, 

And from Scotland, like as from petty Britain [Brittany] 

We drould right soon have peace for all their boasts. 

For they must needs pass by our English coapts.” 

The Basterlings alst) carry on mtich trade with Flanders and the 
Bay of Biscay, and may he brought to reason in the same manner : 

“ Thus if they would not our friends be, 

We might Ughtly stop them in the sea : 

They should not pass our streams [coasts] withouten leave 
' It would not be, but if we should '&em grievCi,” 

The Italian trade, he considers, is altogether injurious, since it brings 
mere luxuries into the country, but carries out staple goods such as 
wool and tin : 

“ The great galleys of Venice and Florence 
Be well laden with things of oomplacence, 

All spicery and of grocers’ ware : 

With sweet wines all manner of chaffare 
Apes and japes and marmosets tailed 
Ni&es and trifles that little have availed ; 

And things with which they featly blear our eye 


Thus these galleys, for this licking ware 
And eating ware, bear hence our best ohaffaro, 

Cloth, wool and to . . 

In a strong navy and a strong mercantile marine be sees the salvaBiSli' 
of England : 

“And if I should conclade all by the King 
Henry the Fifth, what was his purposing. 

When at Hampton he made the meat dromons. 

Which passed other ships of all the commons ; 

The Trinity, *the Grace de Dieu, the Holy Ghost, 

And others more, which os now be lost. 

What hope ye was the king’s great intent 
Of those ships, and what in mind he meant 7 
It was not but that he cast to be 
Lord round about environ of the sea. 


For if merchants were cherished to their speed. 

We were not likely to fail in any need. 

If they be rich, then in prosperity 
Shall be our land, lords and oommonalty.’’ 

It is impossible iu a few short extracts to do justice to a composition 
of some twelve hundred lines. But enough has been quoted to show 
that the mercantile policy outlined in ths time of Richard II. still lived 
in the minds of men in the feehle reign of Henry VI. Patriots like this 
unknown author saw a way out of l£e nation’s difficulties even tho^h 
.they might despair of ever getting that way adopted. 
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The last twenty years ol the French war, from, the death of the Duke 
of Bedford to the end in 14-66, witnessed unbroken disasters to the 
•RlngliRli arms. First Paris and the regions of the Isle of France were 
lost, then Normandy, and ftfiaEy Bordeaux and the last remnants of 
Aquitaine. The Burgundian alliance which Hepry V. had concluded 
was broken ofi, nor was it renewed while the House of Lancaster 
remained upon the throne. Under Henry V. England had undertaken 
an impossible task, the conquest and permanent subjection of a nation 
as strong as itself. The surpassing military genius of the king had for 
a time made the attempt seem feasible ; after his death the momentum 
of victory had carried his followers forward for a few more years, until 
with the campaigns of Jeanne Dare the tide inexorably turned and the 
folly of the undertaking became apparent. But the English people 
themselves were the last to realize that- this was the case. They 
blamed their long, their commanders overseas, and the lukewarm 
party in the Council, whom they regarded as traitors ; and their 
stubborn pride insisted upon prolonging the struggle long after it was 
virtually decided.'* As a result Calais alone of aU the overseas posses- 
sions remained in English hands, and the government of Henry VI., 
contemned and browbeaten by its own subjects, fell into such a state 
of decay that it was ripe for overthrow by a feudal revolution. 

A faction of the nobles headed by Eiohard, Duke of York, and the 
Earl of Warmck raised the standard of revolt. In the struggle known 
as the Wars of the Eoses Eichard of York lost his life, but his son 
Edward, with Warwick’s aid, gained the thiene by the decisive victory 
of Towton in 1461. Within four years Henry VI. of Lancaster was a 
prisoner in the Tower wMlst Edward IV. of York wore the crown in 
his stead. 

During this period no one in authority gave heed to the external 
interests of the country. The middle classes in the towns, hopeless of 
aid from either party, remained for the .most part aloof and indifEerent. 
The Londoners, indeed, intervened with effect when at a critical moment 
they closed their gates to the Lancastrians and opened them to the 
Yorkists. But they did so only because they feared the plundering 
proclivities of the northern troops who formed the bulk of Henry VI.’s 
army. The shipping interest turned more and more from trade to 
piracy. In the Channel cross-raids upon the towns of either coast were 
frequent ; the east-coast mariners fought Danes and Easterlings and 
Flemings ; the Merchants Adventurers lost ground in Flanders to the 
Hansa, by reason of their own indiscipline and the unpopulariiy of the 
Lancastrian government with the Duke of Burgundy. Anarchy, in 
fact, had readied its height. 

Edward IV., whrax he had secured the throne, took up the cause of 
the Merchants Adventuiera. Unlike the Lancastrian leaders he was 
on friendly terms with Pl^p of Burgundy, whose son Charles after- 
w^ds married Edward’s sister Margaret. Accordingly, in 1462, the 
MsjEchants Adventurers- received a confirmation of their charter, 
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allowing tliem to elect a governor and twelve assistants for their better 
govemment. The King, in fact, appointed the first governor of the 
new series, William Obray, who had held that office previous to the 
outbreak of the disorders which neoessitssted the n§w grant. For the 
maintenance of better discipline the new govpmor’s powers were 
made so extensive a# to give him the complete control of the trade 
in all its stages. There was a cessation of intercourse with the Low 
Countries in 1464, probably owing to the jealousy of the Flemings’ 
at the re’vival of the Enghsh trade; but the dispute did not long 
endure. William Caxton, before introducing the craft of printiag in 
England, served for a period as Governor of the Merchants Adventurers 
at Bruges. 

With the Hansa Edward IV. was not at first on good terms. Their 
intolerance of English traffic across the North Sea led to a period of 
sharp reprisals and almost open warfare. In 1463 Edward actually 
went so far as to abrogate the Hanse privileges, jilthough he soon 
restored them again, moved presumably bj^ the bribes or threats of the 
League. Warwick ^e King-maker, his prmcipal supporter, had always 
been an enemy of the EasterUngs, havmg preyed upon their ships at 
sea when he filled the post of Captain of Calais. But in 1470 Warwick 
turned against his master, declared for the imprisoned Henry VI., and 
drove Edward from the countfy. Edward retired to Flanders, patched 
up his quarrel ■with the Hanseatic merchants, and with their aid and 
that of the Burgimdians reappeared in 1471 upon the east coast of 
England. Regaining the ^hrone by the two victories of Barnet and 
Tewkesbury, he found himself obliged to pay the price of his new 
friends’ assistance. The Duke of Buigimdy’s reward was of a political 
nature ; the Hansa demanded a confirmation and extension of its 
old privileges in England. The treatjr, signed at Utrecht in 1474, 
opens with the provision, “ all hostilities to cease,” and proceeds to 
the definition of the concessions. The effect of ihe latter was that 
the Germans obtained rights of self-govemment in their fortified house 
of the Steelyard in Lonclon, and an adjustment of customs duties which 
placed them in a more favourable position than any other foreigners, 
and even than the English merchants themselves. The circumstances 
of the king’s restoration explaigi why these privileggd and unpopular 
for^ners were able to maintain their position in England. It was not 
until the Royal Navy became a formidable force in the sixteenth 
century that any English king could dare to offend them with impunity. 
Althoti^ the Treaty of 1474 contained clauses for the safeguard of the 
English merchants in the Hanse towns, it would seem that they were 
to a large extent inoperative. The pirate wars with Denmark still 
continued and, even had the Hansa been genuinely friendly, would 
have sufficed to throttle English trade ,v4th Hie Baltic. The organiza- 
tion which Henry IV. had granted to the Eastland merchants failed 
to survive, and their commerce seems to have practioaEy disappeared. 
Well might the ambassadors of Danzig, returning from signing ^e 
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Treaty of Utrecht, make boast : “We have made an end of the 
English,” ^ 

We have seen therefore that the Yorldst Idngs — ^for Richard III, 
had little opportunity to mry his brother’s arrangements — ^whilst 
recognizing lie importance of the country’s external trade, were unable 
to adopt a consistent mercantile policy. Their ^principal merit in the 
eyes of their merchants was that they maintamed the Burgundian 
aihanoe, so important to the interests of the cloth trade. For this 
reason they enjoyed the support of the middle classes who, now that 
the old nobility had well-nigh perished in the civil wars, were of much 
greater consec[uenoe in the country than they had ever been before. 

In dealing with 'English affairs in the fifteenth century there is 
perhaps a temptation to be too emphatic on the decline of English 
shipping. The statements of contemporaries are always prone to 
exaggerate the evila of their own time in comparison with that which 
has gone before. The truth seems to be as follows : the early years of 
the century were mdoubtodly a time of great progress ; in the later 
ones, although there may have^actuaUy b^een an increase of overseas 
traffic, that increase did not maintain the earlier rate of expansion, 
nor did it compare with the advance of the other maritime nations of 
Europe. The Easterlings, the Italians and the Portuguese were reaping 
golden harvests from the development ’of maritime enterprise in its 
various forms ; EngUahmen were conscious of being left behind in 
the race, and they knew that with wiser leadership they could do 
better. Internal industry was growing a]^o by leaps and bounds. 
The cloth manufacture absorbed ever moreasing quantities of wool, 
insomuch that the Staplers’ exports sensibly deenned. A long list of 
other industries — ^iron works in Sussex and the Forest of Dean, copper 
working, shipbuilding, gunmaking and bell-founding, brickmaking, 
the weaving of carpets and tapestries, and the making of silk, lace and 
ribbons — all inaugurated or greatly extended during the fifteenth 
century, testify to the advance of material civilization, and explain the 
unrest arising from the insufficiency of the outlet through the medium 
of English shipping. There is of course another side to the picture. 
Agriculture undoubtedly declined. Through lack of security ma n urin g 
was neglected and the soil became exljausted ; and for the first time 
England had neeS to look to the safeguard of the food supply. But 
this led again to the same conclusion — ^that a strong native marine 
must be built up in the interest of the national security. The dis- 
appearance of mediaeval Iringship at Bosworth in 1486 left to a new 
dynasty and a changed system of government the task of providing a 
solution of the problem. 

The four centuries with whose history we have hitherto concerned 
ourselves witnessed an immenE^ advance in the design and construction 
of flipping and in the art of navigation. Mediaeval vessels were 
broadly divided into two main types, long ships and round ships. The 

^ 1 1. D. Colvin, The Qermma in England, London, 1916, pp. 110-27. 



33 


LMOASTER AJH) YORK, 1399-1485 

former relied upon oars as tlie chief means of propulsion, with sails as 
an auxiliary ; the latter were primarily sailing craft. In addition, a 
number of bastard tj^pes, frequently evolved and discarded, attempted 
to combine the advantages of both systeCns. 

The Norsemen carried out their raids and inyasions in long ships 
rowed by the warriofS who alone composed the crews, open for the 
greater part of their length, and decked only at the stem. The Norse 
type long persisted in England under various names such as baljmgers, 
barges and spynes. It was swift and therefore suitable for war, but 
the absence of a deck and the large number of men required to work 
it rendered it unfitted for the carriage of merchandise in the rough 
northern seas. In the Mediterranean the long ship or galley, as the 
southerners called it, had a much longer life. The use of forced labour 
at the oars partially solved the economic difficulty. But here again 
its function was chiefly mihtary, and the merchant used the sailing 
ship for the general purposes of his trade. In England the long ship 
had a special use for the service of the Channel passage. The White 
Ship in which Henry I.’s son perished seems to tave been a large 
vessel of this type. Edward I. again built several galleys for his navy, 
two of which puHed sixty oars a aide. Much controversy has arisen 
concerning the design of the classical galley of antiqmty with its 
superposed banks of oars. That of the Middle Ages presents no such 
difficulty for explanation. It had never more than one bank, but each 
oar was pidled by two or more rowers. 

The round ship (variously called in England a nef, cog, dromond or 
carrack) differed principally from the galley in having a much greater 
proportion of beam to length and in ffisoarding the oar as a means of 
propulsion. "We see this type in its early stages in the pictorial epic 
of the Bayeux Tapestry. As commerce increased it grew rapidly in 
size, and the provision of a deck rendered it more seaworthy than the 
Norse oared ship. At first it had only one mast with a great 
square sail. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries two masts 
became common ; in ^e fifteenth there were often three, whilst 
at the opening of the sixteenth centiuy the greatest ships carried four 
masts with topmasts and topsails and a comphcated system of rigging. 
In the fourteenth century also tbe primitive steeringrfiar of the Norse- 
men gave place to the rudder* 

The exigencies of warfare introduced a modification of the hull. 
In the earlier campaigns merchantmen were hastily adapted for 
fighting by the erection of high temporary platforms at bow and stem 
for the accommodation of archers and stone-throwing machines. As 
piracy developed and insecurity became chronic in the northern seas 
these erections became a permanent part of the design under the uamRs 
of forecastle and poop or “ summeyastle.” The introduction of 
artillery and the mounting of large numbers df httle pieces of ordnance 
increased the size of these castles until they grew to the dimeTisTnnH 
shown in pictures of the Great Earry and other ships of the Tudor period. 
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A few figures relating to the size of English ships are available. In 
the reigns of Edward III. and Richard tl. we find mention of vessels 
of 200 and 300 tons. The navy of Henry Y. iucluded the Jesus, 1000 
tons ; the Holy Ghost, 760 ; the Georye of the Tower and the Oliristopher 
of Spayne, 600 ; and, the Trinity Royal, Marie of Hampton and Marie 
of Sandroich, between 600 and 600. In 1439 a l&t of ships shows that 
at least 36 English merchantmen eidsted of 100-400 tons ; whilst a 
similar list of 1451 shows 60 such vessels. John Taverner of Hull 
possessed in the same period what is described as a great carraok (the 
term was usually applied to Italian vessels) ; and William Canynges 
of Bristol owned a^ship of 900 tons and several others of large size. 

The principal types of foreign merchantmen were the hruks of the 
Easterlings, large sailmg ships j the gjreat carracks of Genoa ; the 
caravels of Spain and,Portugal, light sailing craft rigged with triangular 
lateen sails ; and the galleasses of Venice, commonly Icnown as the 
Elanders gaUeya.» These latter were, in their proportions, a com- 
promise between the long galley and the short round sliip. They were 
driven normally 4jy sails, hut used oars as an amdliary means of 
propulsion. They were of huge size (reaching 1200 tons) and strongly 
armed and manned. 

Prominent among the improvements in navigation during the 
Middle Ages was the invention of the mariner’s compass in the 
thirteenth eenturjr, the needle being floated in water by means of a 
cork or rush. This was followed by the introduction of the astrolabe, 
and later of the cross-staff and the quadfant, for taking latitudes. 
Their use however was not always practicable at sea, and the portolani 
or pilot’s charts of the fifteenth century indicate direction by lines of 
bearing radiating from fixed points instead of by the modem parallels 
and meridians. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE EEGHDATED COMPANIES, 1485-1603 

(i) Gharacteristios of the Tudor Pmod 

With the commencement of the Tudor period, EnglsSad enters upon a 
new stage of national expansion. The history, of the latter no longer 
confines itself to the single topic of the companies trading with 
European countries. Ere the fifteenth century drew to its_ close 
Christendom had begun to open up new lands in the east and in the 
west. With the earliest steps in this development our own country 
concerned herself only to a limited extent. But she could not remain 
for ever indifferent to the conquests of the Spaniards and the 
Portuguese ; and in the latter hatt of the sbeteenm century English 
enterprise, content no longer with the seas of Europe, extended itself 
in a determined manner to the oceans of the world. Accordingly we 
shall have now to consider associations for trade with Africa and 
Spanish America, for the discovery of a north-eaqtern or north-western 
passage to the Ear East, and for the planting of colonies in North 
America ; and finally,' before the close of the period, the inception of 
the East India Company with its destiny of establishing Glreat Britain 
as an Asiatic power, life shall see also the d evelopment of.the.navy 
fr om a me r e p olice forc e of the Nar row Seas i nt^n ocean-going servidA 
35^0 MootoSe a'distantco asrand strikelia rdlblows on tnehth ^sMg 
of-tke-Atlantic....- “ 

But, although the sixteenth -century witnessed the beginning of 
oceanic undertakings, and is* thus sharply distinguished from the 
mediaeval period which preceded it, the u ndertakings themselves were 
all in the nature of experiments ; some were hut temporarily successful, 
others failed, only alew produced solid and lasting results. The 
failures of course were not all loss. They provided indispensable 
experience. But they were sufficiently numerous to prevent the new 
undertakings as a whole from adding immediately to the wealth and 
prosperily of the country. That prosperity, throughout the century, 

. depended mainly upon the old-established European trades carried on 
by the old regulated companies whose origin we have already traced^ 
and by two or three new ones formed in imitation of their mediaeval^ 

so 
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prototypes. In the present chapter therefore we shaU trace the 
history of the commercial undertakings doing business in .European 
seas. 

Henry VH., on. taking uf the reins of government, immediately 
interested timRftlf in, the country’s overseas commerce. He found the 
transference of its control from alien to native hands still incomplete, 
and he set himsdf to hasten the process by aU the means in his power. 
To him belongs the credit of putting continuously into practice the 
doctrines of commercial policy first enunciated in the time of Richard 
II. and vainly advocated by the trading interests under the Lancastrian 
and Torldst dynasties. These doctrines are conveniently grouped 
iiTiHer the designation of the mercantile system. The mercantile 
policy, as understood in Tudor times, meant that the Government 
applied itself deliberately and consciously to the fostering of sea-power, 
to the favouring of the interests of its own subjects by depressing those 
of foreigners, to Jihe accumulation of the precious metals, and to the 
enbouragement, by artificial means if necessary, of industries conducive 
to the national wealth. Henry pursued this policy consistently ; his 
successors vrith occasional lapses due to political considerations ; and 
the mercantile system as a whole flourished with full vigour until the 
closing years of the eighteenth century. 

In modern England these prmciples have fallen into discredit. We 
no longer believe that state interference is the ideal moans of promoting 
commercial and colonial expansion. But that need not blind us to the 
fact that under far different conditions stat^raft was wise to apply itselE 
to such tasks, and that unless it had done so we should not stand where 
we do to-day. The means by which we have risen are lyorthy of 
study,, and we must not regard the mercantile system as always a 
fallacious one merely because it was unsuited to the circumstances of 
the nineteenth century. And, returning to the Tudor period, we must 
notice that in new undertakings government activity never took the 
place of individual effort to the extent that it has since done in other 
countries. Practically aU the great advances 1)f the time originated in 
private enterprise, wmoh first took the risks of the piemeer and then 
looked to the administration for support. 


(ii) Henry VII, and the Promotion Commerce by Diplomacy, 

1485-1609 

From the day of his accession Henry VII. received complaints that 
the sea ports were decayed and shi-ppin g wa,a dimiTiiaking . His first 
care was to provide an immediate paniative liy gran ting for 

the construction of new ships and by drafting a N avigation Act of a 
mo deiat fi-n ind Jimi ted auplivat ion. By this Act (passed in theHarlia- 
ment of 1486, and amended inT489) it was ordered that aliens should 
Mase to import into England the wines of Bordeaux and the woad of, 
Joulouse, a commodity much used in dyeing cloth. In future this 
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traffic was only to be carried by Engbsb sbips emplojong English crews. 
This was a much more feasible measure than the abortive Act of 
Richard 11. ; but even so, strict enforcement was not always main- 
tained, and foreign merchants often rechived (on payment) licences to 
infringe it. 

The stairs of tha Merchants Adventurers and of their rivals the 
Hanseatic' League also claimed the king’s early attention. In 1493 
there arose a prolonged quarrel with the Flemish authorities owing to 
the fact that Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy (sister of Edward IV. 
and Richard III.), gave open support to Perkin Warbeck and others 
who challenged the king’s title to the thronq. Henry, his very 
existence thus vitally threatened by a sea power, found himseif 
obliged to make use of commerce as a weapon with which to secure the 
expulsion of this nest of traitors from the Low Countries. He ordered 
the cessation of all intercourse and the removal of the Adventurers’ 
headquarters from Antwerp to Calais. The E-ngligh merchants were 
hard hit, for at Calais they might sell only to French and other non- 
Flemish buyers. But they rallied loyally to the king’s support, and 
their wealtMer members continued to buy stocks of cloth as usual in 
order to mitigate the unemployment of the weavers. Much of this 
^loth, as Bacou tells us, “ lay dead on their hands for want of vent.”> 
The cloth, however, was tcTlhe-Flemiu^ ' a necessary raw matenal, 
since they supplied the labour for the finishing processes. At length 
they gave way. By the IvAe/rmrsua Magnus of 1496, and later treaties 
of 1497 and ,1499, Hei^ secured the political objects he desired, 
clearing up at the same time many disputes as to tariffi and restrictions. 
The Merchants Adventurers returned in triumph to An twerp. 

In the year following the signing of the Interowsus Magnus Parlia- 
ment had to intervene to settle a dispute among the Adventurers 
themselves. The merchants of the smaller seaports complained that 
t he London member s, having gained control oi the government of the 
fellotrahip, were exacting excessive fees for admission ‘to its privileges. 
It had never been thS intention of the sovereigns who framed the 
Company’s charters to limit membership to a small band of monopolists ; 
and. obviously Henry VH., whose aim was the aggrandisement of 
national commerce, could not CQuntenance such a ppjicy. An Act was 
accordingly passed to limit tfee entrance fee to 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.), 
on payment of which sum any Englishman might trade provided that 
he had served a satisfactory apprenticeship. A few years later a 
dispute arose between the Merchants Adventurers and the Merchants 
of the Staple, the latter apparently daiming the right to deal in cloth 
without paying fees to the former. After a prolonged argument a 
decision was given to the effect that all exporters of cloth to Flanders 
must belong to the Merchants Adventijrers and all dealers in wools to 
the Stajjlers, although there was nothing to pftvent the same individual 
from being free of both Companies. 

An accident provided Henry with the opportunity for a Stroke 
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policy charaoteiiatio of the man and the time. Jin 1506 the Arohdulc e 
Philip , then ruler of the Low Countries, was voyaging to SpanTwEen 
' £Kis: ^ weather compelled him to land on the English coast. The king 
^id him escorted to London^ ostensibly as_a_guest, in reality as a 
prisoner, and as the price of Ms liberty the archdulce agreed to a treaty 
wMch revised the customs dues substantially in fa-^our of the Merchants 
Adventurers. This treaty the Flemings named the Intercyisus Malm, 
and for the next twenty-five years a diplomatic debate was maintained 
on the question of its validity, the archduke having died prior to its 
formal ratification. 

The di sc ipline of Jibe Adventurers had become unsatisfactory at tMs 
period, as the dispute between the Londoners and provincials had 
testified. In 1606, therefore, the Inn^ issued a new charter defining 
the legal powers of the governor and Ms assistants as in former grants, 
and TYiftlnrig it plain that the Company was to include not only London 
men but also the. afiiliated societies of the other east-coast ports. 
But complaints of the wilfulncss of “ disordered persons ” recurred 
throughout the sixteenth century, and it is evident that the enforce- 
ment of discipline in a foreign land was no easy matter. Practically 
all tile great companies for overseas trade sufEerod from the same 
disadvantage. 

With the Hanseatic League Henry had to proceed warily, for he 
well knew how dangerous its sea-power might bo ttlf'a king whose 
tenure was by no means secure. He confirmed its privileges on his 
accession, doubtless much against his will. ,But his hand fell heavily 
upon the Easterlings whenever their conduct gave him an excuse foi^ 
harshness. The customers and port officials, their enemies to a man, 
stramed the letter of the law in dealing with their cargoes. During 
the restraint of trade with the Low Countries in 1495 they were accused 
of secretly conveying thither the doth which the native merchants 
loyally abstained from handling ; and tte long exacted from them a 
bond for £20,000 as a guarantee of their integrity. At the same time 
the fury of the London mob broke forth in an anned attack upon theii 
London factory of the Stedyard. The Easterlings made a stout 
defence, and the Lord Mayor dispersed the rioters aitor, one may 
suspect, aUowing, them a reasonable, chance of sacking the ;place. 
The long’s partiality appeared in the^ fact that although eighty 
delinquents were arrested they were all dismissed after a few days’ 
detention in the Tower. 

L By two diplomatic measmes Hemy further Mmed at the Hagg e 
'.si mremaoz ,. in 1490 he made a treaty with the King of Dp.iiTTifl.Tlr by 
j which the long maritime war dating from the middle of the century , 
; was brought to an end. Englishmen were now free to resume theii 
ancient voyage to the Iceland &hery, and the way was made Safe for 
English merdiants to re'^ive the Eastland route into the Baltic,' pro- 
' they could find some foothold in the Hanse towns upon its sWes. 
Up efiect this Henry entered into a negotiation with the port of Riga 
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in order to ^g^e|gw8g^ralM]ic7 and secure from 

it a grant of tra^g pffiiyJtegesT In tHs lie was mtimately unsuccessful, 
and the Eastland trade had to wait long for bWer times. In the latter , 
part of his reign Hemy stifEered, much Uneasiness •ifrom the flight to. 
Germany of the Earl of Su ffolk, wh o had som e pretensions to tha- 
ciown . Thfiji ld thread of a suHden iuyaa icu fhaJIgn irtlLSea made 
it i mueratiye for the IdhgTo uro-pitiate the Hanaa. and he therefore. 
mod ^e(rm^ucJ£!MZ! ffifllE amhu^a of Tur p.a,r1y attitude towards i t. The 
whole story of his dealings with the League/and of tne clsfims and 
counter-claims brought forward in -three several diets for the settlement 
of difEerences in 1491, 1497 and 1499, provides a gpod iHustration of 
the working of the mercantile policy as practised at the close of the 
fifteenth century. 

The trade between England and Spain continued on the old lines 
during 'the reign of Henry YII., the efieots of the West Indian 
discoveries not making themselves felt until a later period. Here 
again Henry sought by diplomacy to improve the position of his 
subjects. A commercial treaty in 1489 regulated' the duties and 
secured the personal liberty of the merchants. Both governments 
also agreed to revoke all letters of reprisals for injuries on the sea, and 
so to reduce the extent to which piracy had grown during the middle 
years of the fifteenth century. The direct traffic between England and 
Portugal failed to recover from the set-back it experienced during the 
same period of anarchy. The Portuguese began to export their 
surplus commodities principally to Antwerp, and that place, after the 
opening of the sea passage to Lidia, became their staple for trade with 
northern Europe. But Portuguese merchants and mariners remained 
influential in Bristol, and at the beginning of the sixteenth century 
took a prominent pdrt in organizing voyages of discovery from that 
port. 

The ItaUafi merchants had hitherto practically monopolized the 
trade between England^and the Mediterranean. During me reign of 
Heniy 711. the improvement in English shipbuilding and the vigorous 
diplomacy of the king combined to force an entry for Englishmen into 
the Italian seaports and the remote waters of the Levant. In addition 
to the spices brought by the Asiatic caravans to Alpppo, Damascus 
and Alexandria, the fine fahrvis, jewellery, armour and glassware of 
Italy, and the muscatel and malmsey wines of Candia and Chios 
provided rich ladings for enterprising traders. The exports of 
England found a ready market in the south, and early in the reign 
Englishmen were bringing wines from Candia in quantities suflflcient 
to alarm the Venetian government at the prospect of theit competition. 
The Venetians increased their customs dues. Henry retaliated in the 
same manner, and sought for allies in, the other Italian states. He 
found the Elorentiues agreeable to his policy, tlnd concluded with them 
a treaty by which he undertook to establish at Pisa a wool-stapl^ 
similar to that of Calais. The plan was to make Pisa the solew 
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distributing centre for English wool in the Mediterraiiean. Thfe would 
have been a serious blow to Venice, since the Venetians had hitherto 
been exempt from the staple system, and had laded their Flandera 
galleys at Sandwich or SouC.hampton without being obliged to buy 
from the Staplers’ Company. The Pisa depot flourished lor a time, 
and then fell into disuse. Henry probably never intended it as more 
than a threat, in which character it was entirely successful. Venice 
abandoned her hostile attitude, and English trade became firmly 

established, . 

The regulated type of company laboured under serious disadvantages 
in the operation of a distant trade in unsettled regions. The average 
duration of a voyage to Chios was at least twelve months out and 
home, the risks from Mohammedan pirates were high, and the 
merchants were obliged to combine into private syndicates for the 
employment of large and well-armed ships. The best means of 
conducting suoh^ traffic was afterwards found to be that of the joint- 
stock company. But this method of doing business was then un- 
developed in England, and consequently wo hoar of no incorporation 
of the Mediterranean traders until the latter years of the sixteenth 
century. ' 

(iii) Oommeree and PoUtios, 1609-1658 

For half a century after the death of Henry VII. the commercial 
policy of England sought to follow the Hues which he had laid down, 
ffia encouragement of shipping by Navigtjtion Acts, his alliance with 
Spain and as a consequence with the Low Countries, and his under- | 
lying hostility towards the Hansa — all these features of his system 
persisted until the accession of Elizabeth, with this modification, i 
that whereas Henry VII. had made the encouragement of commerce ' 
his principal object after the securing of Ms throne, his successors , 
made it subsidiary, first to an ambitious foreign policy, and afterwards j 
to the conduct of the religious disputes arising from the Reformation . 
The mercantile system remained, tneretoreT^e guiding prinmpi” if ■ 
English policy, although somewhat blunted in its operation by prefer- • 
ence accorded to the interests above mentioned. I 

The Havigatipn Acts of Henry VJI. remained in force, although 
complaints arose of slackness in tbeip administration in the early 1 
years of his son’s reign. In order to raise money Henry VIII. became 
too lavish in the grant of licences to aliens to import French wines ; : 
hut on realizing that his subjects regarded this as a serious grievance ' 
he promised a stricter enforcement of the law. In 1639 a great though 
temporary change took place in the fiscal system inherited from the 
past. The adjustment of the duties payable at the ports had hitherto 
given Englishmen preference* qyer all foreigners except the Easterlings, f 
At the date_ named Henry VIIL was in serious difficulties, threatened | 
^y disaffection at home and by a joint invasion by the King of France f 
^nd the Emperor Charles V. acting in the interests of the Catholic 
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religion. To buy ofi the emperor’s hostility Henry proclaimed that 
for the ensuing seven years foreign merchants might trade with England 
in aU commodities, wools excepted, on payment of the duties formerly 
exacted from English traders only. Thus at a strake England aban- 
doned the fiscal protection of her commerce, the mainstay of the 
mercantile system. But no sooner had the political da n g e r passed, 
a way than the king and his TT>iTiiaf.Ar.,_ThnmH'a Cromwe ll, so ught to 
undo tn e efiects ot tJie enforced concession. By a new Navigation Act 
i^ loau. they provi ded t liat foreig n e r s wishing to avail themselve s of 
t he reducti on i n duties m iist ship t£3r goods in 'Er^illr’Bottqn^ 
By this means the loss to the native traHers^ecMSe commensurate witE 
the gain to the shipping interest. Both the free-trade concession and 
the Act of 1640 expired at the end of the allotted seven years, and 
England returned to the ancient protective system. The above changes 
had not affected the validity of Henry "VII.’s Navigation Acts. The 
latter continued in operation until 1662, when a -modification was 
introduced enabling foreigners to import wines and woad at the less 
busy seasons of the year. 

The Merchants Adventurers continued their traffic at Antwerp under 
the constitution provided for them by the charter of 1605 and 
under the protection of the treaties which Henry VII. had negotiated. 
The stability of their position represented the most satisfactory and 
permanent portion of Henry’s work, and for the first thirty years of 
the sixteenth century they prospered in their trade and contributed 
substantially to the wealtiof the kingdom. Then political difficulties 
for which they were not responsible ushered in a troublous period. The 
Emperor Charles V. was by inheritance the ruler of the Burgundian 
territories and also King of Spain. The divorce of his aunt, Katharine 
of Aragon, by Henry VIII. ahenated his friendiship with England and 
presaged the ultimate rupture of the Burgundian alliance. Religious 
differences added to the discomfort of the English merchants. Anrests 
of English goods and* shipping became frequent. The threatened 
invasion of 1538-9 was followed by a prolonged dispute over the 
Navigation Act of 1540. In 1644 the situation brightepp.8 for a timp. 
when Henry VIII. and^the empero r alheH themselvea against-Emnofl- 
But ere the year had passed Charles broke his eTig«.gement. leaving 
Bngland to carry on the war*alone. The highdianded proceedings of 
tEe hingEsh private’^rcoffyateif'liim from a neutral into an almost 
open enemy, and a prolonged arrest of English trade in the Low 
Countries sl^ further disorganized the Adventurers. They them- 
selves added to their misfortunes by continual bitter feuds on the 
limitation of membership and other ancient controversies. 

During this time the Hanseatic League took advantage of their 
rivals’ weakness to engross much of th^ export of cloth to Antwerp. 
The Flemings themselves could not indulge m this traffic on account 
of the high duties they had to pay. The Easterlings, not similarly’ 
handicapped, made rapid strides, until the Merchants Adventure.'jit 
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clamoured loudly that they were on the verge of ruin. Henry VIIL, 
sympathising with his own merchants, could do little to help them. 
Like his father, he dared not quarrel with the Hansa. He needed 
a powerful navy to^save the country from invasion, the threat of whieb 
liQSEffed-over him from the day on which he severed his allegiance to 
bhe papacyj and the great warships of his da;^ could only keep the 
sea oy enormous expenditure of pitch, cables, cordage, spars and 
canvas, all of whidi came almost exclusively from the Baltic lands. 
Henry, therefore, during his later years maintained fast friendship 
with the League, which repaid him with the naval stores above 
mentioned, and also sold him several large warships when a great 
French armament threatened England with disaster in 1646. The 
Jesm of Lubeoh, afterwards so famous in our naval annals, was one of 
the vessels acquired jn this manner. 

The piosperity of the London factory of the Hansa had probably 
never stood higher than at the date of Henry’s death (1647). Kve - 
years later it fell suddenly and, as the event proved, permanently, 
from its proud pcsition. The blow wbicb the strongest EngHsh kiu ^ 
bad Mtherto shrunk from dealing fell from the hand of the Duke of 
Northumberland, the virtual ruler of the country during the later 
years of Edward VI. ; and it was the wealmess rather than the strength 
of the duke’s position which brought him to his decision. The French 
and Scottish wars had compelled the government to run deeply into 
debt. The Merchants Adventurers, amongst other groups of capital- 
ists, had lent it large sums. Their leading spirit, Thomas Gresham, 
afterwards the founder of the Royal Exchange, was a supporter of 
Northumberland’s ; and they demanded the revocation of the Hanse 
privileges based on the treaty of 1474.^ They had a long list of accusa- 
tions in readiness. The League, they said, had admitted many new 
towns to its membership since the grant of its privUeges,- and yet 
persistently evaded a definition of its own extent ; by exporting cloth 
to Antwerp it had infringed the legal monopol;^of the English society ; 
the Easterlings, by the Latin wording of the treaties, were limited, 
to the import of suae meroes, the produce of their own cities, and never- 
theless the greatest part of their trade was in exotioae meroes, the wares 
of other lands ; ^nd finally the Adventurers produced evidence that 
the Germans habitually “ coloured ” tba^merebandise of Flemings and 
other strangers, fraudulently passing such goods through the customs 
at their own reduced rates. The trial proceeded rapidly, the evidence 
was hdd to be conclusive, and on February 24, 1652, the Privy Council 
proinulgated " The Decree against the Steelyard ” by which all the 
privileges were annulled and the Easterlings reduced to the status of 
other alien merchants.^ 

So matters remained untfifthe accession of Mary in 1653. She, 
as an enemy of Northumberland and all his works, restored the Hansa 
to its old position. But financial necessity forced her to bow to the 

* J. A. Williamson, Maritime Enterprise, 1486-1668, Oxford, 1813, pp. 164-7. 
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renewed demands of the Merchants Adventurers. Gresham, whom 
she had dismissed from his office of Royal Factor at Antwerp, was 
found to be indispensable. She reinstated him, and after much 
negotiation revoked the Hanse privileg'fes for the, second time. The 
Hansa, still hoping to regain what it had lost, stopped short of a formal 
declaration of war, although it arrested aU English ships in its ports, 
proclaimed a cessation of intercourse, and circulated ominous rumours 
of a maritime coalition of Denmark, France and its own naval resources 
against England. But the League itself was past the time of its 
greatest strength. Its misfortunes in England coincided with losses 
in other directions, and the effects of its hostility were not so serious 
as many had anticipated. To what extent its sloppage of supplies 
contributed to the undoubted deterioration of the English fleet in 
Mary’s reign, and thus to the loss of Calais in 15p8, is uncertain. The 
question is one which our naval historians h ave not fully elucidated. 

The Tudor period witnessed the steady decline an^ virtual extinction 
of the Merchants of the Staple, at one time the most powerful corpora- 
tion trading overseas. The principal cause of this decay was a natural 
one, and not disadvantageous to the general interests of the country : 
it was simply that the growth of the English cloth manufacture 
diminished the surplus of raw wool available for export. Although 
sheep-farming greatly increased during the period from the Black 
Death to the iniddle of the sixteenth century, the home demand 
for wools would alone have sufficed in time to kill the staple export. 
But other factors hastened the change. The Mediterranean trade, 
both by Italians and En^ishmen, drew off an increasing share of the 
wool, and this traffic was independent of the Staplers’ monopoly. 
Spain also became a wool-exporting country. The quality of its 
product was inferior, but its prices were lower than those of England 
on account of the heavy export duties levied by the English crown. 
•Finally, the loss of Calais in 1658 dealt a blow to the already dying 
organization from which no recovery was possible. The Staplers 
attempted, with the a*d of a new charter from Elizabeth, to establish 
depots in the Low Countries. Their shipments were never very 
regular, and the Spanish war put an end to them. Then James I. 
sought to revive the early system of Edward III. by^appointing staple 
towns in England. But bjs this time, for the purposes of foreign 
trade, little more than the name of the Company survived. .An Act 
of 1660, prohibiting all export of wool, may serve to mark its practical 
decease. Yet, like its origin, its end is obscure. It was never formally 
dissolved and may even, in a legal sense, be said to exist to-day. 

Henry YIH. confirmed his father’s commercial agreements with 
Spain, and the English traffic with that country increased rapidly 
dining the early years of his reign. yXe English merchants voyaged 
principally to Cadiz, San Lucar and SeviSe. At these Andalusian 
ports they obtained not only the wines, fruits and oil of Spain itself, 

^Sir C. P. Iiucos, Beginnings of English Overseas Enterprise, Oxford, 1917, p. 2^* 
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but also by transHpineiit tbe mercbaudise of Italy and the Levant, 
and the hides and sugar arriving from the new Spanish colonies in the 
West Indies. Bristol had a preponderant share in this trade, but 
London and the south-coast pcfrts also engaged in it. We have records 
showing that the Bristol &ms maintained English factors in the 
Canary Islands, and even that a Bristol man, ''Thomas Tison, was 
doing business in the West Indies in 1526. In 1517 the Duke of Medina 
Sidonia, the feudal lord of San Lucar, granted the English special 
privileges in his port. They accordingly concentrated their business 
there and for- a time flourished exceedingly. The n the Reformation 
and the divorce of Katharine of Araafon nut an end to the* ancient 
friendship between the two n atinna, attitu rie of^the Snamard a 
hename hostile, and the English, hitherto unincorporated, were com- 
pelled to draw together for mutual defence. In 1530 they obtained 
from Henry VIII. a charter grantii^ them the status of a regulated 
company, and aUawing them to set up a machinery of government 
on the same general lines as that of the Merchants Adventurers. 

The English nserchants had obviously resorted to this step in 
anticipation of difidoult times to come. Events proved that their 
fears were well grounded. The enmity between Henry VIII. and 
Charles V., and the fanatical loyalty of Spain to the papacy, provided 
occasions for the persecution of the English company. The Spanish 
buyers complained that the English were selling cloth of poor material 
and frandment workmanship. The of&oials revived ancient and 
long dormant statutes as excuses for hindering them in the enjoyment 
of thmr privilegea. General arrests became frequent and of increasingly 
long duration. The Inquisition stepped in and claimed jurisdiction 
over heretics who held that Henry VlII. was the supreme head of the 
English ohuroh. “ Ei^lish subjects,” says a report of 1637, " are 
much molested at the instigation of ^anderous preachers suborned 
thereto hy the Bishop of Rome’s adherents.” In 1539 an unconfirmed, 
though widely credited, story asserted that three Englishmen had 
been burnt alive in Seidlle ; and undoubtedly'^some suffered torture 
and imprisonment. " We ... do live in great peril and feat of our 
persons and goods,” the merchants protested in an ofB.cial document, 
" for feat of thet. extreme punishment and cruel entreating of the 
fathers of the Inquisition and their deputies, which be in all places 
where our trade doth lie.” ’• 

The national quarrel between England and Spain, commonly 
considered as the product of Elizabeth’s reign, may thus be seen to 
have originated a generation earlier. The Reformation was its cause, 
and one of its early effects was an outbreak of piracy and privateering 
whioh first drew the attention of English rovers to the immepse wealth 
which was crossing the Atlantb ju Spanish shjps. In 1646 a Southamp- 
ton adventurer took a ship bound from ^spaniola with a lading 
wrth 30,000 ducats. In spite of such provocation on both sides 
^Williamson, op. eft p. 223. 
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wai at the time was avoided, and the English company continued 
in the Spanish trade for another forty years. In 1585, three years 
before the despatch of the Armada, the end came with a sudden 
attempt on the part of the Spanish offidals to sei^e all English ships 
in their ports. Thenceforward direct intercourse ceased until the 
accession of James 

The English merchants who pushed their way into the Mediterranean 
in the reign of Henry VII. did so at a time when the trading conditions 
in that sea were about to undergo great changes. In the Middle 
Ages the Venetians and Genoese had possessed numerous- colonies and 
trading stations in Greece, Syria, Asia Minor, the Black Sea, and the 
islands of the Levant. Through these they had controlled the most 
important trade route by which eastern goods passed into Europe. 
The discovery of the sea passage to India by the Portuguese in 1498 
had the efiect within a few years of diverting the far-eastern traffic 
— ^the spices which Arab seamen had carried across jhe Indian Ocean 
to the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf — ^from the Mediterranean to the 
Atlantic route. At the same time the rapid advance of Turkish 
power began to submerge the Italian outposts of commerce, and to 
tender precarious the remaining traffic in the products of the Levant 
itself and of Persia and Central Asia. After the fall of Constantinople 
in 1463 Venice, by the payment of tribute to the Sultan, had con- 
trived to retain for a time her trading privileges in his territories. 
Then, with the reign of Selim I. (1612-20), the Ottoman conquests 
recommenced with fresh ^ergy. Syria, Egypt, the smaller idands 
of the Greek archipelago, and the Venetian possessions on the coast 
of Greece all fell to this Sultan; whilst his successor Solyman the 
Magnificent (1620-66) took Rhodes and extended his sway over the 
northern coast of Africa. 

Into this medley of warfare and piracy came the Englirfi traders 
of Henry VII. and his son ; and during tifie first half of the sixteenth 
century “ divers tall ships of London . . . with certain other ships of 
Southampton and Bribed had an ordinary and usual trade to Sicily, 
Candia, Chios and somewhiles to Cyprus, as also to Tripoli and Beyrout 
in Syria.” The commerce of Venice was dying under the stress of 
Turkish pressure. The sailings of the Handers gg^eys became in- 
frequent, ceasing altogether a(,t6r 1532 ; and the Enghshmen succeeded 
to their employment. For a time the trade was a rich one, makiug 
the fortunes of some of the commercial families. But in the middle 
of the century the Turks became more truculent, and even the Sultan’s 
safe-conduct became powerless to protect Christian merchants. The 
last recorded voyage of this series took place in 1663. Thenceforward 
the trade was abandoned for five-and-twenty years. These early 
Levant traders, as we have seen, had no incorporation. Each syndicate 
fought for its own hand,_ and only the richest capitalists could bear 
the expense of setting forth the heavily armed ships necessary for the 
voyage. Warships were especially suitable for the purpose, and ^ 
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first tliree Tudor sovereigns all at various times sent the best ships 
of the navy on trading ventures to “ Levant’s end.” 

From the foregoing we have seen that during the period 1509-1668 
the mediaeval trathng systen? of England reached its highest develop- 
ment, and then speedily began to show signs of decay. By the date 
of Mary’s death nearly all the departments of trade, which in Plan- 
tagenet days had been in the hands of alien corporations, had fallen to 
English companies or individuals. Only ip the Baltic were Englishmen 
still in a subordinate position ; but the crushing of the London branch 
of the Hansa and its exclusion from competition with the Merchants 
Adventurers in the Netherlands gave promise of better conditions in 
the Eastland regions. We may set the completion of this transference 
of control to the credit of the mercantile system as operated by the 
Tudor sovereigns. 'The general decline of the^ old trades which began 
to be apparent in the middle of the century arose from such wider 
causes as the progress of world-discovery, the advance of Islam, and 
the influence of religion upon European politics. When the same 
ruleT, in the person of the Emperor Charles V., presided over Germany 
and efEeotively governed the Low Countries, Spain, the New World 
and the greater part of Italy, the old Burgundian alHance concluded 
by Henry V. became immensely extended in its scope. The com- 
mercial advantages of that alliance had been strong enough to 
overcome the personal enmity of the Duchess of Burgundy towards 
Hen^ 711. ; they were not strong enoimh to neutralize the religious 
passions aroused by the Reformation. Sppjn and the Low Countries 
became increasingly hostile towards England in the later years of 
Henry Till. With the marriage of Mary to Philip, the emperor’s 
heir, the quarrel was patched up for a time. But Philip used ETiplH,nii 
merely as a tool in his struggle with France, and the loss of Calais 
aroused a storm of indignation which entailed the end of the ancient 
alliance. With the advance of the Turk in the Mediterranean added 
to this, it is evident that the whole political system upon which 
our mediaeval trade had flourished was rapidly'^going to pieces. From 
this time forward Englishmen began seriously to devote themselves’ 
to oceanic enterprise in order to compensate for the threatened position 
of the older commerce. 

(iv) The Old Trades mder EUzdbetJi, 1668-1603 

, At the accession of Elizabeth the political and commercial position 
of England was unsatisfactory. To many contemporary observers 
it seemed that the Tudor dynasty and all that it stood for were on the 
verge of ruin. But fortunately the emergency found the man’ in 
readiness to cope with it. SiaWyham Cecal, afterwards Lord Burghley, 
had been a member of the Privy Oouncal under Edward VI. In 1558 
the new queen made him her Secretary of State, and he remained her 
^_&ost faithful and trusted adviser until his death forty years later. 
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Besides directing tlie political energies of the country during tliis long 
period he exercised also an immense influence upon its economic 
policy, and in his hands the mercantile system received some modifica- 
tions and a more consistent application *han had been possible in the 
previous generation.^ 

Cecil was e miTi RTitly a man who took account of realities rather than 
of labels. The national accumulation of treasure seemed to him a 
desirable object not so much for its own sake as for that of the warlike 
commodities treasure would buy. He did not therefore limit his efforts 
to the hoarding of gold in the coffers of the state, as the rulers of Spain 
were doing ; he sought also to establish in England the industries 
conducive to national power — ^the mining of metals for gun-founding, 
the growth of raw materials for the manufacture of cordage and canvas. 
In the shipping interest also he came to the conclusion that much of 
the exiating navigation policy was mistaken, since* the benefits accruing 
were not commensurate with the damage arising from the hostility 
of other countries. In the parhament of 1669 he accordingly promoted 
a new Navigation Act which “for the avoidance, of msputes with 
foreign princes ” expressly repealed those of Richard 11. and Henry 
VII. In his Act the policy was whittled down to this, that Engl ish m en 
who in. normal circumstances shipped their goods in foreign bottoms 
were to pay duties at ahens’ rates. But since exceptions were made 
in favour of the Merchants Adventurers, the Merchants of the Staple, 
and the merchants of Bristol, the new Act amounted to a considerable 
abandonment of the old navigation policy. That part of it which 
remained, as may be seeS, concerned the operations of Englishmen 
rather than of foreigners. 

Cecil’s distaste for the high hand in external relations appears 
again in his classification of maritime enterprise under three heads : 
trading, fishing, and piracy, “whereof the third is detestable and 
cannot last.” Although he miscalculated the outcome of the 
west-country adventurers’ proceedings, predicting from them nothing 
but national calamity,' he approved of all legitimate and inoffensive 
means of increasing the national sea-power. He did what he could 
to improve the quahty of the Royal Navy and the supply of munitions. 
He introduced detailed legislation for promoting the consumption of 
fish, holding that the fishei^jes were the best breelJing-grounds for 
seamen. He supported also all projects for extra-European +.ra.iliTig 
and discovery in so far as they did not involve ooUision with the Rln-imn 
of Spain and Portugal. He was, in fact, a great peace minister whom 
circumstances forced into war against his inclination. But he was 
emphatically not what in our day is called a pacifist, blindly refusing 
to make ready for a contingency which he dislflred. The success of 
England in the Spanish str^gle was Ijffgely due to his wise control 
during the years of preparation. '* , 

^ For a full treatment of Cecil’s mercantils policy see W. Canniugbam, D.D., Tht 
Qrouith of English Indmlry and Commeros in Modem Times, Cambridge, 1903, chap. '3'. 



62 A SHORT HISTORY OF BRITISH EXPANSION 

I 

' When Cecil commenced his administration the dispute with the 
Hanseatic League was still unsettled. Its privUegos in England 
remained in abeyance, and its ports were closed to English shipping. 
In 1660 he concluded a treaty by which the Easterlings returned to 
London on terms which decided the matter substantially in accordance 
with English contentions. For the future the merchants of the Hansa 
were to export no English cloth to the Low Countries or Italy. On 
that which they carried to German towns they were to pay the same 
duties as did the English merchants (not lower ones as had previously 
been the case). On imports into England they were to pay higher 
duties than the English, although slightly lower ones than those paid 
by other aliens. They were also to guarantee reciprocal treatment 
for Englishmen in the Baltic. This agreement destroyed the ancient 
preponderance of the Germans in the North Sea and Netherlands 
trade. Two further steps abolished the last vestiges of their power 
in England. In ^579, on the occasion of a fresh dispute, the govern- 
ment reduced them to an absolute equality with other aliens in the 
payment of duties ; and in 1698 it expelled them altogether from the 
country, their great block of buildings in the Steelyard reverting to 
the possession of the Crown. 

The Merchants Adventurers continued their traffic at Antwerp 
under increasingly adverse conditions during the early years of Elixa- 
beth. They moved their depot to Emden for a time in 1663, but 
afterwards returned to Antwerp. In 1668 the Duke of Alva, Philip 
H.’s commander in the Netherlands, seized all Englishmen and their 
goods under his jurisdiction in revenge for fbe detention by Elizabeth 
of a consignment of treasure intended for the payment of his troops. 
The Merchants Adventurers then transferred their headquarters to 
Hamburg, and traded there for several years, afterwards moving to 
Emden again, and then to Stade on the Elbe. The final rupture with 
the Hansa deprived them of the use of this place, but by that time the 
Seven United Provinces comprising the norAem part of the Nether- 
lands had made good their independence agaifist Philip 11. To them 
accordingly the English company betook itsdf, s&ing its cloth 
successivoly at Middelburg, Delft, Rotterdam and Dordrecht. In 
the seventeenth .century wie Adventurers re-established their mart 
at Hamburg without resigning that ip the United Provmces. In 
these two regions they long continued a successful trade, ^he mart 
at Dordrecht came to an end in 1761 ; that at Hamburg endhired until 
1808, when the Company was finally ffissolved as a result of Napoleon’s 
conquest of Germany.'^ } 

*^Tne extinction in the fifteenth century of Henry IV. ’s organization 
the Eastland Company had left the Baltic trade free and unincor- 
porated. From 1486 oqwards En^ishmen had undoubtedly sailed 
to this re^on in increasiDg numbers, although the subject is an obscure 
one, and the actual extent of the traffic is difficult to estimate. By 

* lu«w, oy. cit p. 117 . 
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1679 the TT anan, had been snfflciently weakened to permit of the revival 
of the chartered company. In that year, therefore, Elizabeth issued 
a new charter authorizing the merchoijits to elect a governor and 
twenty-four assistants, and granting a monopoly of English trade 
within the Baltic, the first fifty years oi its existence the new 
Eastland Company had a more prosperous history than the old. Then 
it began to suffer from Dutch competition, and from the increasing 
clamour against commercial monopolies. In 1673 an Act which made 
every Englishman free of its privileges on payment of forty shillings 
practically threw the trade open. In the eighteenth' century its 
organization became extinct. Like the Merchants Adventurers, it 
outlived the period of its usefulness, but in its prime it was of material 
assistance to the cause of English maritime expansion. 

In 1678 Sir Edward Osborne and Eiohard Btaper, merchants of 
London, sought to revive the Levant trade. They sent William 
Harbome overland to Constantinople, and througlS him obtained a 
grant of safe-conduct and trading privileges from the Sultan. As 
a consequence the queen issued a charter in 1681 constituting Osborne, 
Staper and others a recognized coqioration with monopoly rights, 
imder the name of the Turkey Company. This company, we should 
note, was not a regulated one, but was of the new ioint-stock type. 
Circumstances, however, caused its reorganization within a few years 
as a regulated company, so it will be convenient to consider it in this 
chapter. Owing to political delays the first English merchantmen 
did not arrive at Constflutinople until June, 1684. Thenceforward 
the Turkey Company conducted a lucrative trade, employing nineteen 
fair-sized ships and successfully forcing its way through the Straits 
of Gibraltar in face of armed Spanish opposition. 

Meanwhile, owing to a dispute between the English buyers and 
certain capitalists who sought to force up prices in the currant trade, 
the queen granted to an English syn'dicate the sole right to import 
currants, sweet wines and oils from Venice (1683). The Venice Com- 
pany was also of the joint-stock type, and prospered almost as much 
as the Turkey Company. It employed fourteen ships of an average 
burden of about 180 tons.^ 

The charters of both companies had been granted for short terms, 
the object being to allow the munders of the trade a chance of recouping 
their outlay under a monopoly, and then to reconsider the whole 
matter. Accordingly, in 1692, tiie charters having expired, the two 
companies were amalgamated under the name of the Levant Company. 
The voyage having now become, by the improvement of shipping, 
both shorter and safer, and conditions in the Turkish dominions 
having become more settled, it was tho^ht feasible to Tnfl,kfl the new 
organization a regulated company. ■' 'us , first governor was Sir 
Edward Osborne, and its chief mart Aleppo. It carried on an active 
career for over two centuries. 

1 For these companies see M. Epstein, Sarly History oj the Lsmnt Oomprmy, LondcCyH. 



CHAPTEE II 

THE AGE OF DISCOVBEY— POETUGUESB AND SPANISH 

The great voyages of the age of discovery — ^those whioh extended the 
interests of Ckristendom to a world many times greater than that 
which had filled*the minds of Enropeans in the Mddle Ages — ^were 
for the most part the work of Portuguese, Italian and Spanish 
navigators. Yet* their grandest results, all achieved in the lifetime 
of a single generation, are the heritage of mankind at large, and no 
history of the subsequent maritime expansion of the English, French 
or Dutch nations can be complete or even intelligible unless it takes 
them into account. They are the foundation upon which has arisen 
the whole structure of world civilization as we see it to-day. 

But the peoples of the Mediterranean were not the earliest pioneers 
in ocean mscovery. That distinction beKjngs to the Northmen of 
Scandinavia, the brilliant, restless race which blazed, meteor-like, 
through Europe during a brief three centuries, and then subsided into 
insigmficance, having left its mark in every land from Dublin to 
Jerusalem and from Novgorod to Siody. In the latter half of the 
ninth century the Norse rovers began to traverse the northern seas in 
search of more novel fields for conquest than those afforded by Saxon 
England and Carolingian France. In 860 they discovered Iceland, 
and within fifteen years they had established a permanent colony 
upon its shores. Then, in 877-8, they pushed on to Greenland, whose 
aspect did not invite a similar imm ediata settlement ; and there for a 
century theif w&tem progress stopped. 

After that interval Norse expansion recommenced under the leader- 
ship of successive members of one energetic family. In 986 Eric the 
Eed, an Icelander, led a band of settlers to Greenland, he himaelE 
choosing that name for the country because, as he said, 'a good n^e 
was useful in attracting pioneers. Three years later a reinforcement 
following him from lodand miscalculated there course, passed south 
of Greenland, and sighted a coast which they named Helluland or 
Stony Land, probably LabreSlor. In the last year of the century 
Leif, the son of Eric the Eed, determined to explore this land. Sailing 
Ahither, he coasted southwards and discovered successively Markland 
■""(Wooded Land) and Yindand, which some have identified with the 
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neighbourhood of Cape Cod. Thorwald, another son of Eric, made 
further discoveries in Vineland, and fell in battle with the Eskimos 
' (or Indians) who resisted his landing. EinalLy, in 1006-8, Thor^n 
KuTkefTie made a serious effort to colonize Vineland, but the numerical 
strength of the natives forced him to abandon tli,e undertaking. 

Thorflnn’s attempfmarks the culminating point of Norse expansion 
in the west. Thenceforward sporadic visits to America continued 
until 1347 without any permanent impression being made. The 
Greenland settlement existed until the early fifteenth century, when 
it too perished, and Iceland remained as the farthest north-western 
outpost of Christendom. Climatic changes are thought to have 
contributed to the shrinkage of the Norse settlements ; for it seems 
evident from the old sagas that Greenland and Labrador were milder 
and less forbidding regions than they are to-day.. To what extent the 
records of these Norse explorations persisted in the sea-lore of the 
fifteenth century is doubtful. Some have conjectured that Cohimbus 
and Cabot drew much of their inspiration from this source, but of 
positive evidence there is no trace. ^ 

So far as our present knowledge goes we may conclude that the 
Norse school of exploration perilled without influencing the Latin 
pioneers whose deeds we have now to consider. The only connecting 
link, the story of the voyages of two Italians, Nicolo and Antonio 
Zeno, at the end of the fourteenth century, is of such doubtful authen- 
ticity that it can only rank among the numerous “ not proven ” tales 
of the later Middle Age^ Briefly, it amounts to this, that the two 
brothers between the years 1380 and 1395 visited Greenland and 
other northern countries not now identiflable. These are described 
with much detail except as regards their geographical position, which 
remains hopelessly vague. The suspicious circumstance is that the 
account remained buried in a solitary manuscript until it was printed 
in 1658 by the Italian historian Ramusio, whose critical faculties were 
not of a high order. ,The life-history of the manuscript is not con- 
vincing, and it is probable that the whole story is a forgery of the 
sixteenth century. 

The undoubted explorations which preluded the great age of discovery 
rest on surer evidence. They took two opposite dtCigctiQns ; eastward 
by land into Asia, and wesWard by sea to the island groups of the 
Atlantic. The Asiatic travellers were merchants and missionary 
churchmen who followed in the wake of the Crusaders. Of these the 
most memorable were the Venetian brothers Nicolo and MafEeo Polo 
who, with Marco Polo the son of Nicolo, penetrated the entire length 
of Asia, in a journey occupying the space of twenty-four years (1271- 
1295), of which they spent seventeen at the court or in the employment 
of Kublai, the Grand Khan of Cathq,j». They reached the far east 
by land, and returned by sea in Chinese junks through the Tpiii'a n 
Ocean to the Persian Gulf, and thence overland to Europe. On their 
return Marco Polo wrote a full account of aU they had seen, an accouSb 
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whose substantial accuracy has been confirmed by modem experience 
of the East. Christendom obtained in this manner a glowing and 
detailed picture of the vast region it was destined to dominate ; but, 
supreme as Marco Polo’s woA: stands out in its delineation of social, 
political and mercantile conditions, it makes little attempt to provide 
the accurate geographical data of latitudes and distances which were so 
important in solving the problem of the sea passage to Cathay. Widely 
known throughout Europe in numerous manuscript copies, it was 
nevertheless only slowly that it fulfilled its destiny of exciting a 
determination to bring poverty-stricken Christendom into effective 
contact with the splendours it depicts. But by the year 1477, when 
it was first printed, it had accomplished this task, and the men were 
then living who were to complete the work of the three Venetian 
wanderers of the tliirteenth century. 

Whilst the Polos and their less well-known successors were enduring 
the hardships of J^nd exploration, the seamen of Italy and Portugal 
were displaying a fortitude of another order by pushing forth into the 
unknown Atlantic, The material dangers of the sea were real enough 
to men who undertook long voyages with scarcely any scientific equip- 
ment. But the imaginary terrors were greater stiU in the desolate 
wastes which no keel had broken since the making of the world. 
“Most mariners had heard it said that any Christian who passed 
Bojador would infallibly be changed into a black, and would carry to 
his end this mark of God’s vengeance on his insolent prying. . . . 
And it was beyond the Cape which boundedjiheir knowledge that the 
Saracen geographers had fringed the coast of Africa with sea-monsters 
and serpent rooks and water unicorns instead of place-names, and had 
drawn the horrible giant hand of Satan raised above the waves to 
seise the first of his human prey that should venture into his den.’’ * 
Every unknown island was spirit-haunted, tenanted by devilish 
magicians with flat, reptile heads and long-fanged mouths, or by 
headless monstrosities whose eyes peered forth from between their 
shoulders. Beneath the open seas lurked the hrahen which could 
devour ship and crew in its enormous jaws. Above the storm-cloud 
towered the gigantic form of the Bishop of the Seas driving mariners 
on to their unkpovai doom. These horrors were as real to the mediaeval 
seamen as theh belief in the saints to whom they prayed for succour ; 
and yet men of transcendent courage came forward to offer their fives 
and, as many thought, their souls, in the cause of human progress. 

"Westward of the Straits of Gibraltar the ckssical geographers had 
placed the Fortunate Islands which, however, had not come under 
the sway of the Eoman Empire. They remained imdiscovered until 
1270, when a Genoese expedition reached the group now known as the 
Canaries. The find was forgot^ until 1341, when Portuguese and 
Italians rediscovered the islands which they found tenanted by “ a 
naked but not quite savage people ” who cultivated the ground and 
^ 0. R. Beazley, Prhux Eenry thi Ncmga/or, London, 1896, p. 171. 
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kept flocks of goats. In 1402 Jean de B4tliencourt, a gentleman of 
Normandy, led a party of Ms compatriots to the conquest and coloniza- 
tion of some of the group. In 1351 also, tl^e Azores were first discovered, 
and subsequently forgotten until in 1431-2 Gonzalo Cabral rediscovered 
and occupied them for Portugal. The name ' of one Englishman 
appears in the record of early Atlantic discovery. About the year 
1370 Robert Macham or Machin of Bristol induced an heiress named 
Anne d’Arfet to elope across the seas with him. Their ship, making 
for Spain, was driven southwards by tempests until they came to an 
island where the pair landed with certain of their crew. A renewal of 
the storm drove the vessel from her anchorage, and she was never 
heard of again. Superstitious terror seized the landing party. The 
woman died " for thought,” and Macham himself did not long survive 
her. The sailors, preferring any fate. to the horrors of enchantment, 
put to sea in the ship’s boat and reached the coast of Africa, where 
they ended their lives in slavery to the Moors. A fellow captive who 
had learned their story escaped to Portugal in 1416, and as a consequence 
a Portuguese expedition sought for and found the island, which they 
named Madeira. 

Under the direction of Prince Henry the Navigator the Portuguese 
began the systematic exploration of the west African coast. Born 
in 1394, the Prince took a prominent part with his father and his 
brothers in the capture of Ceuta from the Moors in 1415. After this 
campaign he settled at Sagres on the promontory of Cape St. Vincent, 
and devoted himself to th^study of navigation and geography and the 
setting forth of voyages to the southwards. His motives were partly 
rehgious and partly political. By reaching the populous districts of 
Guinea he hoped to convert millions to the Christian religion. By 
rotmding the extremity of the African continent, — ^then believed to 
stretch not much further south than the Equator — ^he designed to open 
communication with the Christian empire of Prester John, vaguely 
supposed to exist somewhere in eastern Africa or the Middle East, and 
so to form a great coalition for the extermination of the Turk, whose 
growing power in the Levant was threatening the ruin of Christendom. 
The object of the later voyagers, the finding of a rich trade route to 
India and Cathay, seems not to have occupied muol? pMce in Prince 
Henry’s plans. His spirit wa3 that of the crusader rather than of the 
merchant ; his “ India ” was the Christian country which was to aid 
in overthrowing the infidel. He pursued his aims with all the single- 
mindedness and cruelty of genius. When cargoes of miserable negroes 
were landed in Portugal, and their familieB tom asunder amid loud 
lamentations at the slave auction, he contemplated the spectacle 
“ with unspeakable pleasure, as to the saving of their souls, wMoh but 
for him would have been for ever lost.” ^ " 

The first ob j ective, then, was Guinea, already known by repute through 
the Moslem caravan traders who journeyed thither across the Sahara?* 
In 1434 Gil Eaimes, one of the Prince’s captains, passed Cape Bojador, " 
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the previoufl boundary of the unknown. The next year’s expedition 
reached the Rio d’Oro. In 1441 Cape Blanco was discovered, and in 
1444 the Bay of Arguin. Hej^e the country was populous and the slave 
trade began in earnest. A great slaving ex^emtion in 1446 brought 
home 235 captives. ' In the same year Diruz piaz discovered Cape 
Verde. Ten years later, in 1456-6, Ca da Mosto, an Italian captain 
in the Prince’s service, reached Sierra Leone, and passed along the 
nearer portion of the Guinea Coast, whilst Diego Gomez in 1468-60 
explored the Cape Verde Islands. When the Prince died, in 1460,- 
the arduous preliminary work was accomplished, and the gates to rich 
discoveries stood open to his successors. 

There for some ten years the matter rested, imtil a captain named 
Fernam Gomez made a contract with King John II. by which he was 
to conduct the Guinea trade for a fixed period, on condition that he 
discovered a certain extent of new coastline every year. Under this 
agreement (147(P5) the ships of Gomez rounded Cape Palmas and ' 
traversed the Ivory and Gold Coasts. By 1481 the whole Gulf of , 
Guinea had been explored, and the Portuguese had sailed 2° south of 
the equator. In the latter year also they founded the fortified post 
of S. Jorge da Mina on the Gold Coast, as the nucleus of their rich 
traffic in that region. 

Three more memorable voyages completed the discovery of the 
western coast of Africa. In 1482-4 Diego Cam reached the mouth of 
the Congo, and in 1486-7 the same navigator attained the southern , 
latitude of 21° 60' at Cape Cross. In the yeSr of Cam’s return from'this' ' 
expedition Bartholomew Diaz sailed for Cape Cross and thence pushed ■ 
boldly southwards, determined to find the southern extremitj^ of the i 
continent. On his outward voyage he was driven far out into the | 
ocean by stormy weather, and so missed seeing the Cape of Good Hope. - 
But steering eastwards and northwards to regain the coast he found 
the sea open before him until he came to land again in the neighbour- 
hood of Mossel Bay. Continuing in the same direction he visited Algea 
Bay and the mouth of the Great Fish River (the nomenclature is mat ' 
of a later period). Here the trend of the coast left no room for further 
doubt. The end of Africa had been turned, and the first European keel 
was sailing the Indian Ocean. Diaz, his task accomplished, retraced 
his course, ^hting on his homewarcT passage the point which he 
named Cabo Tormentoso, but which his king rechiistened Cabo de 
Bona Speranza. He arrived in Portugal in 1488. 

Already, before this result had been achieved, the character of' 
Portuguese exploration had been changing, as the rapid progress of the 
past seven years had proved. The ideals of Henry the Navigator were 
receding to a secondary portion, and the new mercantile projects of 
the late fifteenth oentipcy w^e taking shape. The motive of these 
plans was the desire to divert from its ancient course the trade > 
■nn the wares of the Far Ea§t, which had hitherto reached Eumpe 
^by the Hanseatic and Mediterranean trade routes. The wealth 
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which. Italy and the Hansa had derived from this traffic was a 
sufficient incentive to the new adventure ; the fifteenth century 
revival of geographical andi all other learning, and the increased 
confidence of ocean navigators arising from the Portuguese voyages, 
seemed to indicate that the means were now available for putting it to 
the test. The geographers of the time recognized the fact that the 
world is ■ a sphere. They somewhat underestimated its true size. 
They held that upon its surface were the three continents of Europe, 
Africa and Asia, together with a possible fourth in the shape of a great 
antarctic land-mass separated fiom the known lands by a belt of 
ocean. They were altogether unsuspecting of the existence of America. 
And finally, they had freed themselves from the great heresy which 
Ptolemy had imposed upon European thought since the second century 
after Christ, namely that the Indian Ocean was shut in on its southern 
margin by a continuous strip of land stretching from southern Africa 
to a southward projection of eastern Asia. Tms error was now dis- 
credited.^ 

Such was the state of geographical theory which gave rise to two 
distinct schools of action for the attainment of the goal. The Portu- 
guese, after the voyage of Bartholomew Diaz, saw the way clear before 
them ; they hod but to sail round their Cape of Good Hope and on 
without impediment to all the lands of the orient. But, although this 
truth was by them clearly and generafiy recognized, they allowed ten 
years to elapse before sending forth their crowning expedition. In 
the meantime the supporters of a rival theory proposed and put into 
action a very different plan. This theory was that, given certain 
geographical conditions, the best route to Cathay lay westwards across 
the Atlantic. 

The westward theory was not a new one ; it had been put forward 
in the days of the Eoman Empire. But two men of action now 
advanced definite plans for reabzing it without delay. These men 
were Chihtopher Columbus, a Genoese, and John Cabot, also by 
birth a Genoese, but since 1474 a naturalized citizen of Venice. So 
far as we know they arrived independently at their conclusions ; and 
there is no means of deciding which of the two was the first to make 
public his ideas? Of Cabot we shall have more to say in the next 
chapter. For the present the story must follow the fdrtunes of 
Columbus, who Was the first to obtain an opportunity of putting his 
plan to. the test. 

Many, in fact nearly aU, of the details of Colpmbus’ career prior to 
his first great voyage have funushed matter for , dispute, so vague and 
unsatisfactory is the evidence ; and only step by step has modern 
criticism succeeded in disthjgnishin^ the tinie from the false in the 
multitude of traditions surrounding his name. And hwe it is necessary 
to state that during recent years the whole basis of his title to fame as 

1 Entosthenes, c. 200 B.O., had made a mueh nmre ooweot gnees at the disposition 
ot land' and sea, but the authority of Ptolemy had for mug superseded his tesohiug, 
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a scientific explorer has been challenged by an investigator of deep 
learning in the subject. This new version of his achievement has not 
secured general acceptance, and we shall therefore give first the 
commonly received account, and afterwards a brief summary of the 
revolutionary conclusions of his latest biographer, 

Christopher Columbus was born at Genoa, probably in 1446 . His 
father was a weaver of that city, and he himself followed the same 
craft for a time, afterwards going to sea in various Genoese ships. 
In 1476 the vessel in which he was serving formed part of a mercan&e 
squadron which was voyaging to En gland. Off Cape St. Vincent a 
fleet of privateers assailed it, Columbus’ ship took fire, and he himselE 
seized an oar and swam to land, afterwards makin g his appearance 
in Lisbon. For the next few years he remained in Portuguese employ- 
ment, making and seUing charts and voyaging, to Madeira and the 
Guinea coast. During this period ha entered into a correspondence 
with Paolo ToscaneUi, a well-known astronomer an4 mathematician 
of Florence. Toscanelli (copies of whose letters exist) furnished him 
with a map of the world as he conceived it, and with scientific evidence 
of the feasibility of the western route to Cathay. Armed with this 
testimony, which gave point to the plans he had already revolved in 
his own less learned mind, Columbus apphed to the King of Portugal 
for the necessary ships and equipment. The king openly refused to 
consider the scheme, but secretly sent out to the west a caravel which 
failed to find land in the direction indicated. Columbus then left 
Portugal, which was on tljp point of reaching the East by the African 
route, and therefore disposed to be hostile to any rival pro j ect. Passing 
over into Spain he made similar proposals to the Spanish sovereigns, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, and at the same time sent his brother 
Bartholomew to England to lay his case before Henry VII. His 
terms were high, and some years more elapsed before the Spanish 
court conceded them. Henry VII. is said also to have yielded, but 
to have been too slow to make up his mind*, so that his acceptance 
reached Spain only after the explorer had set sail in that country’s 
service. 

Be that as it may, Columbus departed from Palos with three ships 
on August 3, 1492, and steered first for the Canary IsJ^di* His plan, 
as explained in the correspoijdenoe with Toscanelli, depended upon 
an imderestimate of the total circumference of the globe, and an 
immense overestimate of the breadth of Asia from west to east. 
Thus, in his expectation, the coasts of CSpango (Japan) and Cathay 
(China) would be found even nearer to Europe than, as we now know, 
the Amerioah seaboard is actually situated. Plad he known accurately 
the size of Asia and of the earth he could never have set forth on the 
expedition, since neither the navigation,nor the shipping of the period 
were considered equal to such a voyage. ' 

Armed with letters of recommendation from the Spanish sovereigns 
to the Grand Khan, he quitted the Canaries on September 6, deter-"^ 
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mined to push, steadfastly westward until he reached the goal. On 
October 12, 1492, he landed upon an island of the Bahama group. 
Fohowing the directions of the natives he discovered the larger islands 
of Cuba and Hispaniola (Ha*yti), and retoned in the spring of 1493 
with the news that he had found the archipelago long Imown to exist 
off the south-east coast of Asia. •' 

Such, in brief outline, is the orthodox account of the inception of the 
great discovery. But a recent historian of Columbus denies mueh of 
its truth.^ According to his reading of the evidence, the explorer 
had, prior to the voyage of 1492-3, no expectation of making his way to 
the coast of Asia, neither had he promised the Spanish sovereigns that 
he would do so. His intentions, on the contrary, were based upon the 
secret knowledge imparted to him by an unknown shipmaster or 
" pilot.” This man had been overtaken by a tempest whilst maldng 
a trading voyage near the coasts of Europe ; had been blown far across 
the Atlantic, and had landed on an unknown shore upon the other 
side ; had returned after losing most of his crew by privation ; and 
finally had died penniless in Columbus’ house after revealing his secret 
to Lis benefactor. The latter had thereupon determined to rediscover 
the land for himself, not for a moment supposing it to be Cathay, and 
had sailed in 1492 with that purpose. Columbus, this version proceeds, 
shaped his course to the locality (half way across the Atlantic) where 
he confidently expected to discover the land, and not finding it, went 
on in some bewilderment until he discovered the West Indies. Here, 
struck by some fancied resemblance to Mtijfco Polo’s descriptions, he 
announced to his companions that they had reached the islands of 
Asia. Several years afterwards some person, probably Bartholomew 
Columbus, forged the Toscanelli map and correspondence in order 
to give the lie to the story — ^then widely current— of the unknown 
pilot and the accidental character of the discovery. 

If the above be the tape history of the enterprise, it is evident that 
Columbus sinks to the position of a somewhat dishonest teaffioker in 
the fruits of another man’s labours, and forfeits all claim to the reputa- 
tion of a great scientific explorer. But there are difficulties in the way 
of accepting this account, and the majority of the present-day students 
of the subywt remain imconvinced of its validity. 

Whatever may be the truth about the motives of Columbus, the 
effect of his discovery is not in doubt. On his return in March, 1493, 
he claimed definitely to have reached the outskirts of Cathay. The 
Portuguese had only the last stage to traverse of their voyage to 
India. A whole world was but waiting to be seized by European 
enterprise. In 1493 (May and September) Pope Alexander YI. issued 
bulls assigning spheres of exploration to the nations of the Peninsula. 

‘ Henry Vimaud, Tosean^U and Gohimlma, London, 1902 ; and EUtoire Oriti^ 
de OiTUtophe Vcdomb, 3 toIb. Paris, 1911. The “ orthodox.” histories of Oolumbus 
.adOiie nnmetons, inoieasing generally in value in accordance vrith the recency of their 
production. See appendix on authorities at end of Port IL 
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tusks and four arms apiece.^ The spices, however, proved to be more 
genuine than the Christianity, and after a three months’ stay Vasco da 
Gama sailed for Portugal with Batisfact()ry ladings. He reached home 
in September, 1499, after losing two-thirds of his crews by sickness 
and other casualties. But the great task was accomplished. The 
spice trade was diverted from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic, 
and an era of intense prosperity for Portugal set in. 

The conquest of the eastern trading system proceeded rapidly. 
Vasco da Gama made a second voyage in 1B02. Three years later the 
spread of Portuguese acquisitions warranted the appoinfanent of a 
viceroy, and in 1609 the great Affonso de Albuquerque succeeded the 
first holder of that post. In six years (1609-15) ^Mbuquerque captured 
Goa, Malacca and Ormuz, and riveted the grip of Portugal upon aU the 
intervening trade routes. In 1616 the Portuguese reached China, and 
in 1642 Japan. The local native shipping poured into their depots 
the conomodities which their huge carracks transported to Europe. 
Side by side with commercial success the earlier crusading zeal still 
manifested itself in the labours of the Jesuit noissionaries who, led by 
Francis Xavier, strove without much result to convert this vast new 
world. 

In the west the Spaniards were for a time disappointed with the 
outcome of their discoveries. Under the leadership of Columbus and 
others they examined the West Indian islands and the neighbouring 
coast of South America. Gradually it became evident to them that 
thejr were not in Asia bs-t in some hitherto unknown continent, and 
then disillusionment on this point was not at first compensated by 
any extraordinary signs of wealth in their new possessions. A small 
supply of gold and a few pearls compared very poorly with the 
profits made by the Portuguese. 

But some thirty years after the original discovery America began to 
reveal itself in a new light. In 1518 an expedition from Cuba ranged 
along the coast of Mexico, heard tales of a civilized native state under a 
great Idng in the interior, and came upon traces of a large store of gold 
in the hands of the Indians. Heman Cortes, a settler in Cuba, de- 
termined to find and conquer this rich land. Taking with him all the 
armed forces he could gather, he landed in 1621 and pusbed into the 
heart of the country. The ruling tribe of Aztecs were savage oppressors 
of other subject nations. The latter assisted the Spaniards, and after 
desperate fighting in which the whole expedition was face to face with 
anmlulation Cortes subdued Mexico. An immense hoard of treasure 
fell into his hands, and ere long Europe became seriously perturbed by 
the influx of the precious metals into Spain. 

Hardly had astonishment at this conquest begim to subside when 
news came of a similar and even .greater achievement. Spanish 
pioneers crossing the Isthmus of Panama heilrd accounts of an empire 
to the south, filled like Mexico with' gold and silver. In 1632 Francascji^^ 
^K. O'. Jayne, Vasdo da Qarm and hit Snceeaaora, London, 1910, pp. 52-6. ^ 
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Pizarro, 'witli less than two hundred followers, sailed down the coast 
and invaded Peru. He succeeded in gaining control of his prey more 
easily than Cortes had done, fpr the Peruvians were a milder and less 
warlike race than the Memcans. The original conquisladores disgraced 
themselves hy orgies -of greed and cruelty and hy rebellion against 
the auldiority of the Spanish government. ’ But fiiter order had been 
restored Peru yielded to Spain more treasure than any of her other 
conquests. Persistent rumours recurred throughout the sixteenth 
cmtury of yet another treasure-state of fabulous wealth in the interior 
of South America. But in this case they proved to be illusory, although 
many adventurers spent their lives in the quest. Sir 'Walter Raleigh 
thought he was on the track of tiiis Eldorado when he ascended the 
Orinoco in 1695. 

One other exploit remains to be told to complete the bare outline 
of the great discoveries. In 1519 Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese 
navigator, havin^eft the service of his own country, sailed out of San 
Lucar in that of Spain. His object was to reveal that western route 
to the Far East which Columbus and Cabot had projected years before. 
Skirting the coast of South America, he examined the estuary of the 
River Plate without success. Further to the southwards he found what 
he sought, a passage leading through the land into the Pacific. Called 
by him the Strait of All Saints and by posterity the Strait of Magellan, 
it presented to mariners the most dangerous piece of navigation in 
the world. _ Jagged rocks, strong currents, furious squalls, and numerous 
blind turnings combined to threaten disastese to any who essayed to 
steer a saUmg-ship through its intricacies. Magellan nevertheless 
succeeded. Then he crossed the Pacific and directed his course to the 
Moluccas, the Spice Islands, which long remained in cfispute between 
Spain and Portugal. He himself fell in a quarrel with natives, but his 
flagship the Tictoria returned by the Indian Ocean and the Cape of 
Good Hope after encompassing the world in a three years’ voyage. 
Such an achievement, unthii^hle fifty years before, shows what 
heights of audacity and endurance distin^shed the seamen of the 
great age. With 'practically no improvement in ships or instruments 
they accomplished in bold self-confidence ten times as much as their 
fathers haii^ontamplated with superstitious dread. Nothing better 
Ulustrates the wide yet rapid transition from mediaeval to mn dP TU 
manhood. 
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THE ENGLISH DISCOVERIES, 1486-1647. THE NAVY, 

1486-1668 

(i) jP7ie Voyages of John and Sebastian Cabot 

Whilst Columbus had been spending many weary"* years in seeking 
aid for his discovery (rf Cathay by a western voyage, a similar idea 
had developed in the amd of a fellow-countryman of his, John Cabot 
(variously rendered as John or Zuan Kabotto, Caboto dir Oabota). 
Cabot, like Columbus, was a Genoese by birth, but in 1476 he became 
a naturalized citizen of Venice, and so figures generally in history as 
a Venetian. He had traded as a merchant on the old spice route through 
the Levant. He had travelled to the shores of the Red Sea and had 
conversed with Arab seamen who told him that their wares came by 
many hands from the farthest regions of the east. There is little doubt 
that he had read also the book of Marco Polo, the germ of so many 
great achievements, and had in his mind a clear impression of the 
wealthy cities of China and the more fabulous riches of CSpango or 
Japan, therein so glowingly set forth. 

If the truth about Columbus is dififioult to unravel, still more is that 
concerning John Cabot. Eor centuries his very name was forgotten. 
A memoii of 1832, which long remained a standard authority, ascribed 
the whole of his discoveries to his son Sebastian ; and it is only during 
the last fifty years that some part of the history of his honourable 
career has been dragged into the light amid the confiicting„ 0 «guments 
of numerous investigators. The principal reasons for Musobsourity 
are that four hundred years 8,go the English writers of memoirs' aid 
chronicles concerned themselves only with the lives of IHiigg and 
nobles, regarding the struggles of low-bom genius as unworthy of 
record ; ^ and that Sebastian Cabot, the explorer’s son, who furnished 
information to Spanish and Italian historians, remained strangely 
silent on the subject of his father’s voyages, and contrived, wilfully 
or not, to give fhe impression that he jdone had discovered North 

^ Very little is knotm conoeming the private lives of tlie majoril^ of the middle-class 
worthies of the Tudor period. The paucity of surviving detail regarding the life of 
Shairespeare, so often given a sinister interpretation, is another illustration of the same*^ 
general rule. 
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America for Hemy VII. The researches o£ out own generation have 
corrected this error, and the archives of London, Madrid, Venice and 
Milan have yielded definite pfoof of the true facts. 

The motives which brought John Cabot to England, and the length 
of his residence in our country, are unlmown.. He and his fannly 
were at Bristol in 1496. He may have travelled thither on hearing of 
Bartholomew Columbus’ mission to Henry VII. and the failure of the 
negotiation for Christopher Columbus to sail westwards in the English 
service. A contemporary letter states that Cabot had been in Spain 
and Portugal seeking aid for his projects. He may also have tried 
his fortune in J'rance, for the Spanish sovereigns wrote to their am- 
bassador that the western adventure had been suggested to Henry 
Vn. by the French kmg in order to divert his energies from continental 
aSairs. He came to' Bristol more probably as an explorer than as a 
merchant, for the western seaport was a favourable starting-point. 
The Bristol men frequented the Iceland fishery, where they may have 
heard tales of tlje old Norse discoveries. It was said that for many 
years they had been sending out ships to explore the Atlantic without 
result. The evidence on this point is vague, but it is certain that they 
showed a more enterprising spirit in these matters than did the 
merchants and mariners of the capital. 

Columbus, if indeed he hoped to find Cathay on his fi.r8t expedition, 
had based his plans on a great exaggeration of the size of Asia, brin g ing 
the eastern sWe of that continent within easy sailing distance of 
Europe. He had accordingly crossed th^ Atlantic on the latitude 
of the Canary Islands, somewhat less than 30° north of the equator. 
Cabot’s plan depended less on this geographical error. As we shall 
see, his idea was to cross the ocean much farther to the north, not,far 
short of 60°, where the lessening circumference of the globe would 
have the same effect of reducing the distance to be traversed. There 
is no evidence, therefore, that he was a mere imitator of Columbus. 
The westward theory had been suggest^ before either of them was-, 
bom ; the practical means whereby each sought to realize it were the 
products of two different georaaphioal conceptions, of which Cabot’s 
was mu^^under than that of Columbus. They had this in common, 
that theynSothlbelieved that the passage of the Atlantic would bring 
them to Asia, and neither had any suspicion that an immense unlmown 
continent barred the way. 

Henry VTI. visited Bristol in 1496-6, and in March of ^e latter year 
John (^bot rectived letters patent authorizing him and his sons 
Ludovicus, Sebastian and Sanctus to taie five diips at their own 
charges, to navigate any seas to the east, north, or west, and to occupy 
and possess any new foun^ lands hitherto unvisited by ntriatiana. 
In the event of success they -vTore to trade only from the port of Bristol, 
to be exempt from payment of customs, and to enjoy a monopoly 
as against aU other subjects of the king. In return for these privileges 
they were to pay one-fifth of all profits to the king. Here it is 
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necessary to state that Ludovious and Sanotus Cabot are mere names 
to ns, appearing on this occasion only upon the page of history. Of 
the extent of their participation in the vqyages and of their subsequent 
careers nothing is Known. Of Sebastian, on the other hand, there will 
be more to relate. 

In the late spring 3f 1497 John Cabot sailed out of Bristol, not with 
the five ships permitted By his charter, but in a single tiny vessel named 
the Matthew mth a crew of eighteen men. He himself was a poor man, , 
and Bristol, comparatively enterprising as it was, would do no more 
for him than this. His undertalong, viewed from the starting-point, 
was thus much more hazardous than that of Columbus with his three 
caravels and 120 men. After passing to the south of Ireland he 
steered northwards for a time, then westwards across the Atlantic, 
and apparently south-westwards again before reaching the other side. 
On June 24, according to a statement made nearly fifty years later, 
he sighted land in the neighbourhood of Cape Bretcai. The landfall, 
however, is a disputed point, some authorities concluding that it must 
have been on the coast of Labrador or Newfoundlalid. John Cabot 
planted the fiags of England and Venice, and coasted for some distance 
to examine the nature of the country. He found it “ a very good and 
temperate coimtry ” and, although he saw no inhabitants, he noticed 
unmistakable signs of the presence of man — ^felled trees, snares for 
game, and the like. Bds provisions then began to fail and he turned 
homewards, arriving at Bristol at the beginning of August. 

He rode at once to London, taking with him his charts and a globe 
with which to demonstrate his discoveries to the king. Of the nature 
of his discovery neither he nor any of his friends had any doubt. 
Lorenzo Fasqualigo, a merchant residing in London, wrote on August 
28, 1497, to his brothers in Venice : " The Venetian, our countryman, 
who went with a ship from Bristol in quest of new islands, is returned, 
and says that 700 leagues hence he discovered land, the territory of 
the Grand Cham.” A few months later, on December 18, the Milanese 
envoy reported to his master : “ Perhaps among Your Excellency’s 
many occupations it may not displease you to learn how his Majesty 
here has won a part of Asia without a stroke of the swor d.” Then, 
after describing the voyage and the valuable fishery fsurf'Jh Che new 
coast, he continues : " But Master John Caboto has set his mind on 
something greater ; for he expects to go further on towards the Levant 
from that place already occupied, constantly hugging the shore until 
he shall be over against an island, by him called Oipango, situated 
in the equinoctial region, where he th^s all the spices in the world, 
and also all the precious stones, originate ... by means of which -they 
hope to establish in London a greater storehouse of spices than there is 
in Alexandria.” n " 

Cabot, then, confidently reported that he Tiad found the outlying 
coasts of Cathay. The greatest enthusiasm prevailed in London ana. 
Bristol. The navigator took the title of Admiral, dressed in silk, 
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and was feasted at court. Henry bestowed on him a gratuity 
of £10 and an annual pension of £20. The merchants of London, 
with the king’s aid, equipped and laded a large ship for the 
next year’s voyage, whilst those of Bristol prepared four smaller 
ones to accompany her. Cabot promised to lead them from the 
neighbourhood of Ms first landfall to the wealthy cities of China and 
Japan, where they would exchange their English cloth for untold 
riches of silks, spices and jewels. The Spanish ambassador protested, 
jealously «ia.iming that the new land was the possession of Ms own 
sovereigns. The latter bad already written that such ente^rises 
“cannot be executed without prejudice to us and to the King of 
Portugal.” The Bull of Alexander VI. was evidently no empty 
ceremomal, but a reality with wMoh Englishmen would have to reckon 
if they were to push their way in the new world wMch was coming 
BO suddenly above the horizon. 

With golden aaticipations John Cabot sailed again from Bristol 
in 1498. A London chronicler, entering up Ms record towards the dose 
of the year, wrote : “ they departed from the west country in the 
beginning of summer, but to this present month (Oct.-Nov.) came 
never knowledge of their exploit.” The Spanish ambassador reported 
the fact of their sailing, and also that they met with a storm off the 
Irish coast wMoh caus^ one sMp to turn back. But as to the progress 
and end of the voyage not one word of definite information has sur- 
vived. Yet we may take it as certain that Cabot and Ms men did 
reach the other side of the Atlantic again,-and coasted southwards 
from Newfoundland in search of trade ; and further, that they made 
the unpleasant discovery that they were not upon the coast of Asia 
at all, but on that of an em]j-|y land whoso scanty population of 
savages had nothing of value with wMch to lade their ships. 

The evidence wMch provides ground for the above belief is circum- 
stantial. In the first place, John Cabot continued to draw Ms pension 
— or an agent drew it for Mm — ^until Michaelmas, 1499. TMs warrants 
the assumption that he was siaU alive at that date, and helps to 
dispose of the possibility that Ms sMps perished with all hands in the 
1498 voya g e. Then again, in 1600 a Spanish pilot and cartographer, 
Juan delavA;3a,'icew a map of the world wMch exists in Madrid to the 
present day. TMs map shows the English to have explored three- 
quarters of the length of the North American coastline, from “ Cavo 
de Ynglaterra ” in the north, wMoh may be Cape Race, to “ Mar 
desoubierto pot Yngleses ” in the south, wMch seems to be in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Hatteraaj The identification of the diffiereist 
place-names is not a matter of certainty owing to the crudeness of 
the outline, but the extent of the discovery is too great to have been 
accomplished in the three iPonthB’ voyage of 1497. Thia points 
therefore to the probability that the Spaniard had learned particulars 
.—of the 1498 voyage before drawing Ms map. Einally, the next 
^ voyages wMch we shall have to consider were made to the Arctic north- 
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west witi the object of finding a passage to Asia round the new 
continent. The promoters of these voyages evidently realized that 
the new land was not Asia, and the ^erenoe is strong that they 
drew their information from John Cabot’s discoveries of 1498. 

In default of more exact information we must conclude from the 
above circumstanced that Cabot returned towards the end of 1498 
or early in the following year with the news that he had heen mistaken 
in claiming to have found Cathay, and that no profitable trading was 
to be done in the new land. The money invested in the venture was 
naturally lost, and the London merchants received such a check to 



The shaded portion of tlio Aznerlcan coast ie marked in the original with flags indloating £ing* 
llsh discovery. The xnap therefore In all prohabllity illustrates tbo dlscovonos of the Cabots. 

In the above reproduction the nameSi all in Spanish in t^o original, are translated Into English, 
and many details are omittod for the eake of sixnpUolty. 

their exploring enthusiasm that for the next fifty years they were 
very backward in such enterprises. John Cabot asadr? uo“further 
voyages, and disappears from* view after the end of 1499. 

The story now follows the fortunes of Sebastian Cabot. He may 
have taken part in his father’s expeditions, although there is no 
proof that he did so. Be that as it may, he determined to profit 
by their failure. At some date subsequent to 1498 he set sail with 
two large ships and penetrated far into the north-west, seeking a 
passage to Asia round the north of the new-found land. He met 
with much floating ice and was compelled to turn back without finding 
what he sought. But it was not then nor forlong afterwards certainly 
known that America was an unbroken continent of immense width^ 
He therefore skirted the whole coast from Labrador southwards to' 
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Florida stiU searoliing for an opening, and finally returned to England. 
The date of this voyage was probably, but not certainly, 1609. There 
is no trace of the subsequent ((activities of Sebastian Cabot until the 
year 1612. He was then in England, and sailed to Spain with the 
army commanded by the Marquis of Dorset. This expedition, 
intended to attack France across the Pyrenees, bame home without 
having accomplished its object, but Sebastian Cabot remained in 
Spain and ultimately rose to the office of Pilot-Major under Charles V.^ 

(ii) The Angh-Portuguese Voyages from Bristol, 1601-6 

The practical results of the Cabot voyages had been, first, that the 
FiUgliab realized, probably before the Spaniards did, that a great 
obstacle lay between Europe and the attainment of a spice trade by 
the western route ; and second, that a fishery more valuable than 
that of Iceland had revealed itself upon the Newfoundland banka 
and the adjoining coasts. Very quickly the Bristol men abandoned 
the Iceland voyage and betook themselves- instead to the west, where 
they competed with Portuguese, Spaniards, Normans and Bretons in 
ga^ering the harvest of the new fishing grounds. 

The Portuguese were particularly active in the Newfoundland 
region. The inaccurate contemporary methods of judging longitude 
gave them an excuse for claiming it as within their sphere of inteence 
according to the BuHa of Alexander VT. and the Treaty of TordesiHas. 
The bromers Caspar and Miguel Corte-Eeakmade voyages to North 
America, and perished in the north-west in 1601 and 1602 respect- 
ively ; and the map which records their discoveries shows Newfound- 
land under the name of “ Terra del Eey de Portugal!.” The 
Portuguese crown, however, made no attempt at effective occupation, 
and the way was left dear for English enterprise to try its fortune. 

The men of Bristol again took the lead. On March 19, 1601, 
Eichard Ward, Thomas Ashehurst and John Thomas, merchants of 
that city, obtained a patent from Henry VII. empowering them to 
discover and occupy any new countries not already in the possession 
of Christian nations. Coupled with the names of the Bristol men 
were those^Jcuo Fernandes, Francisco Fernandes and Joao Gon- 
salves, described as Portuguese subjects bom in the Azores. Of 
' these the first mentioned had made a voyage to the north-west in 
yl 14:99. This Anglo-Portuguese syndicate now took up the of 
1 following up the Cabotian discoveries. Thdr precise achievements 
are not to be clearly discerned. The patent contains numerous clauses 
permitting the formation of settlements, the monopohzing of trade 
with the new lands, and the forcible expulsion of intruders ; but 
documents of this sort were tiRuaUy very wide in their scope, and it 
does not follow that thd patentees reahy attempted to AyArniR*^ aU 
^_Jiheir powers. One thing is certain, that they had reasonable hopes 
IK ^ For ButhoritieB for th.B Cabot voyages see AuihoritleB for part TI. 
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of carrying on a profitable traffic ; for neither the government not the 
merchants of England were at that date prepared to spend money 
merely upon the acquisition of geographical knowledge. Voyages 
to the north-west took place in 1601 and 1502, and they undoubtedly 
produced encouraging results, for the king rewarded the explorers 
as he had tewardeci John Cabot in 1497. An entry in the Privy 
Purse accounts of January 7, 1602, runs : “ To men of Bristol that 
found the Isle, £6 ” ; another of September 30, 1602, says : “ To the 
merchants of Bristol that have been in the Newfound Land, £20 ” ; 
whilst at the same time two of the Portuguese adventurers received 



TUB NORTH ATLANTIC AS SHOWN IN THE MAP OP ROBERT THORNE, 1627. 
Thorne's father was one of the Bristol adventurers of ISOl-S. and the Insorlptlons on the 
Kco^h'Amerioan region of the map maj have some reforanoe to their opeontions. 


pensions of £10 a year each “ in consideration of the true service which 
they have done unto us to our singular pleasure as captain s unt o the 
New Pound Land.” "» 

At the end of 1602 the Idi^ issued a new patent which excluded 
Ward, Thomas and Joao Pemandes from the syndicate’s privileges, 
and added to it the name of Hugh Blyot, another Bristol merchant. 
Robert Thome, also of Bristol, took part in the venture, although 
the patent does not mention him by name. Thome, as Ha son teUs 
us, made with Elyot a voyage whose success was spoiled by a mutiny : 
“if the mariners would then have been ruled and followed their 
pilot’s mind, the lands of the West Indies, from whence all the gold 
cometh, had been ours.” We have no other Indication of what took 
place, save that in 1602 the adventurers captured three “ eaters of „ 
raw flesh,” evidentiy Eskimos, and exMbited them at the king’s court 
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at Westminater. The voyages continued until 1606, after which 
date the enterprise was abandoned. 

The fact that so little is klhown of these early voyages is apt to 
obscure their importance. Although they led to no permanent 
results, they provided useful experience in ocean navigation and 
discovery to a nation which had hitherto been content with coasting 
along the shores of Europe. There is little doubt that the real motive 
was the hope of discovering the North West Passage to Asia. In 
making such attempts Englishmen were but seeking, by mistaken 
means, to fulfil one part of the national destiny which later generations 
were to accomplish ; and it is interesting to note how the Portuguese , 
monopoly of the eastern route to India forced our own countrymen, 
almost against their inclinations, to explore the northern half of 
America, a continent* which for nearly a century after its discovery 
presented few attractions of its own to European eyes. 

(iii) 'Ro^o^es of Discovery under Henry VIII. 

Henry VHI. was a lover of the sea and a patron of seamen. He 
realized also that difficult times were in prospect for English commerce 
and that the necessity existed for seeking new outlets for English 
manufactures. But the menace of the religious quarrel and the 
need for maintaining the Burgundian alliance tied his hands, so that 
.in spite of his personal goodwdl the cause of maritime expansion made 
little advance during his reign. 

Richard Eden, a writer of the next generation, asserts that Sebastian 
Cabot returned feom Spain to conduct a voyage of discovery in 1616-17, 
but that it faded owing to the faintheartethress of Thomas Spert, a 
mariner who shared the command with Cabot. There is, however, 
no contemporary evidence that this voyage took place. Five years 
later, in 1521, a new project took shape. The king and Cardinal 
Wolaey proposed that the Livery Companies of London should finance 
an expedition for the opening-up of trade, presumably with Asia, by 
the north-western route. The London merchants, remembering the 
.failure^a^ToM Cabot’s Cathay voyage, remained sceptical of success 
and refused to ^bscribe sufficient money. Those of Bristol showed 
more willingness, and promised to equi^) two ships ; but it does not 
appear that the scheme was brought to the stage of action. Ag ain, in 
1625, an Italian seaman, Paolo Centurioni, was in communication with 
the king .on the subject of the northern voyage. Centurioni, came 
to London, but died there before anything further could be done. 

These efiorts, such as they were, sprang from the royal initiative *, 
private Englishmen were as yet showing little interest in oceanic 
discovery. So far as wp know, nbt a single native-born Englia'hmii.Ti 
had yet taken sole command of an exploring expedition nor published 
> any writings upon the subject. The sciences of geography, navigation, 
and astronomy, so eagerly studied in the Latin countries, found few 
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or no votaries in England. In 1627, however, Robert Thorne , the son 
of the Bristol adventurer of 1501-5, sent to H^ry Till, a memorial 
entitled A Declaration of the Indies. Tlilia Robert Thome the younger 
was a wealthy merchant who had long resided at Seville. So eager 
was he to penetrate the secrets of the new world that he invested a 
large sum in a Spa&sh expedition intended for the Pacific in 1626 
in order to secure the inclusion in it of two Englishmen who were to 
bring lu'm a report of what they had seen. 

In his Declaration to the king, and in a larger treatise written at 
the same time, Thorne set forth in great detail the advantages to 
England of the discovery of a northern passage to Asia. It would 
provide, he said, a shorter route to the East than that of the Portuguese 
round the Cape of Good Hope or of the Spaniards through their 
newly discovered Strait of Magellan. Thorne was no believer in the 
difficulties of Arctic voyaging. The tropics were not too hot for 
Europeans to traverse, therefore he held that the Asctic circle would 
not be found too cold. In fact, he boldly abandoned the north-west 
route in favour of sailing right over the pole itself : for they, being 
past this little way which they have named so dangerous, which may 
be two or three leagues before they come to the pole, and as much 
more after they pass the pole, it is clear that from thenceforth the 
seas and lands are as temperate as in these parts.” The men who 
had actually been in the .^ctic would doubtless have smiled at this 
reasoning, but Thorne deserves honourable remembrance in our 
history as the first Enghah writer on discovery and the pioneer of that 
notable band of sixteenth-century Englishmen who sought by study 
to advance the cause of national expansion. 

The richly worded exhortations in Thorne’s Dedco’otion fell upon 
willing ears, and Henry once more bestirred himself to send an expe- 
dition to sea. In May, 1527, John Rut, who had served as a master 
mariner in the navy, sailed out of the Thames with the Mary Gilford 
and the Samson, " two fair ships, well manned and victualled, havmg' 
in them divers cunning men.” With him went Albert de Prato, a 
canon of St. Paul’s and apparently a foreigner, whose skill as a 
mathematician was expected to be of value to the en terprya . Rqj^ 
shaped his course, not for the pole, but for the Labrador Coast, the plan 
being evidently the old one offfiudiug a north-west passage. A violent 
storm parted the ships in this region, and the Samson was never heard 
of again. Rut in the Ma/ry Gilford made for Newfoundland, whence he 
sent letters to the Mng by a returning fishing vessel. Afterwards he 
tried again to penetrate to the northwards, but was beaten by the ice. 
Then, as Sebastian Cabot had done, he sailed down the American coast,' 
“ often times putting his men on land to search the state of those: 
unknown regions,” until he arrived at Pdrto Rico in the West Indies. 
There he had friendly converse with the Spaniards and passed on 
to San Domingo in Hispaniola. At San Domingo the garrison fired.- 
upon his ship and drove him off. After trading once more with the 
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^ ie of Porto Rico he returned in safety to England. John Rut 
tad not found the passage to Cathay, hut he had been drawn, as if by 
magnetic force, to the jealouslfy guarded Indies of Spain. Here, like 
Thome, he was a pioneer, and Ms trading and his being fired upon 
were ominous of the future proceedings of his feUow-oountrymen. 

In 1636 the study of “ cosmography ” had evidently begun to make 
headway in England, for we find in that year an expedition of a novel 
type setting forth for the north-west. Although it had the king’s 
approval it originated neither with him nor with the merchants. 
Its promoter was a certain Master Hore of London, a man of good 

! )03ition and fortune, who with a party of friends, for the most part 
awyers, was determined to see the wonders of the world for himself. 
Accordingly they subscribed funds, equipped two ships, and embarked 
at Gravesend to the number of thirty gentlemen and ninety mariners. 
In two months they crossed the AHantic, and began to explore the 
coasts of Cape Breton and Newfoundland. The natives fled at their 
approach, and their stock of victuals failed. Many died of hunger, 
some killed and ate one another, and all would have perished but for 
the appearance of a French ship upon the coast. They attacked the 
Frenmman, revictualled themselves at his expense, and returned 
home. Afterwards, when the aggrieved parties complained to the 
king, “ he was so moved with pity that he punished not his subjeots, 
but of his own purse madejull and royal recompense unto the French.” 

Thus far we have had to chronicle the heroic failures of Englishmen 
in the vain quest for the North West Passage. In another direction 
the adventurers of Henry VHI. did succeed in opening up a profitable 
trade across the ocean. In 1530 William Hawkins of Hymouth, 
one of the most prominent merchant-mariners of the west ooimtry 
and a man “ for his wisdom, valour, experience and skill in sea causes, 
much esteemed and beloved of King Henry,” set sail in a ship named 
the Paul for Brazil. This country lay within the sphere of discovery 
of the Portuguese. The latter had visited it in the opening years of 
the century, although it was only in 1630 that they began to make 
serious efforts to colonize it. Hawkins, according to the meagre 
acoounlj^wehave of him, seems to have avoided coming into collision 
with them^’^fie traded directly with the natives, maldTig friends with 
them to such good effect that a chief voluntarily accompanied him to 
England and was presented to the king. Hawkins made in person 
at least three voyages to Brazil and also touched at the Guinea coast 
on his outward passage, obtaining ivory from the negroes. After- 
wards he continued to send out ships under other captains and 
evidently conducted a lucrative trade. The merchants of South- 
ampton and London followed his example, making the voyage so 
regularly that they found it'-worth while in 1842 to build a fortified 
station on the Brazilian coast. One ship, named the Ba/rbara of 
Hondon, of whose voyage we have details,^ came home by way of the 
1 See artiele by B. G. ilaraden in Eighth Hiit, Sevieie, xxiv. p. 90. 
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West Indies, and took a Spanisk merchantman oE San Domingo. 
Hakluyt describes this trade as “ a commodious and gainful voyage ” ; 
but for some unexplained reason it ceilsed to be frequented towards 
the end of Henry’s reign. Probably the outbreak of the Erench war 
in 1644 led to the ^retention of all ocean-going ships for the naval 
service. Hawkins m his later years found profitable employment 
for bis capital in maintaining a fieet of privateers in the Narrow Seas. 
Some of his proceedings smacked so strongly of piracy that the Privy 
Council committed ham to prison. However, his services to the 
country were valuable, and he was soon at large again. He repre- 
sented Plymouth in three several parliaments, and died in 1654. 
Only the bare outlines of his career have been preserved ; its full 
story would certainly make exciting reading. 

Superficially, the first fifty years of Enghsh* oceanic history are a 
record of failure and disappointment, of chimerical projects and 
promising openings not followed up. In reality "they provided a 
necessary apprenticeship for the more solid undertakings of the next 
generation. The English were unlearned in scientific navigation 
and the new world-geography to which the great discoveries had given 
birth. They had to buy their experience, as the Portuguese had 
done during the fifteenth century. Their achievements under the 
early Tudors would probably appear to us in a more impressive light 
if they had given rise to a literature recording their heroisms. But 
the English chroniclers took no interest in barren discoveries, and 
successful men of aotiondike WiUiam Hawldns had often good reason 
for remaining silent on transactions whose strict legality was question- 
able. When Richard Eden, our first historian of disoovery, began 
to write in the reign of Mary, the details of the early expeditions were 
already lost ; and when the industrious Richard Haklu 3 i; a t the end 
of the century made his great collection of iunglisfi* voya^sTie could 
find nothing but fragments of the record of the first Tudor sovereigns. 
He could only lament “ the great negligence of the writers of those 
times, who should have used more care in preserving of the memories 
of the worthy acts of our nation.” * 

(iv) Navy, 1486-1558 

With the Tudors begins the history of the modern navy of England. 
The powerful fleet of Henry V. had disappeared undeiThis son, whose 
ministers thought to save expense by relying upon hired merchantmen 
for their navtd undertakings. The Yorkist kings set about the re- 
creation of a royal fleet in so far as their limited means would allow ; 
and Henry VII. acquired with the throne six small vessels which 
represented the navy of his predecessor. ^ Henry’s own additions 
to the fleet •were not numerous, although they marked a great advance 

^ For a fullei treatment <A this period of diecoToiy see J. A. Williamsoii, Mctritimf^ 
Entemriae, a48S-lffS8, Oxford, 1913, chaps, iii. iv. v. and -r 
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in quality and specialization for warlike purposes. He built two 
first-class fighting ships named the Regent and the Sovereign, the 
former caiiying 225 small gitoSj and the latter 141. At his death 
these ships and five smaller ones passed to his son. 

Henry VIII. from the first years of his reign adopted a vigorous 
naval policy. Not content with building andHonying shi;^s on a 
lavish scale, he was a keen personal student of naval tactics and 
architecture and of the improvement of artillery. In his reign the 
design of war vessds improved enormously, and, profiting by the 
experience gained in his french wars, he laid the foundations of a 
system of naval administration capable of dealing with a powerful 
and permanent national fleet. By the end of 1512, three and a halt 
years after the opening of his reign, seventeen new vessels had been 
added by purchase or .construction to the seven he inherited from his 
father. 

The french wat of 1612-14 provided ample work for the new force. 
In the former year Sir Edward Howard put to sea as oommander-in- 
ohief, and convojfed the Marquis of Dorset’s army to San Sebastian. 
The french made no opposition, but later in the year they concentrated 
some twenty-two sail at Brest. Howard sailed to meet them and fought 
a general action off that port. The intensity of the English fire 
caused the enemy to lose heart, and their fleet retired hastily into 
Brest with the exception of two ships, one of which fought gallantly 
for seven hours before giving up the contest. The other, Ime GordMre, 

S appled by the Regent and two other Englisksnen, was overwhdmed. 

er crew fought desperately, and at last the gunner, seeing that 
escape was impossible, fired the magazine. The explosion set fire 
to ^e Rege/rA mso, and the two finest vessels in the respective fleets 
perished side by aide. The battle secured the command of the sea to 
the English, who were able to sweep the Channel for merchantmen 
and ravage the french coasts with impunity. 

In 1513 Howard was again at sea, and instituted a blockade of 
Brest, where the french kept dose in expectation of the arrival of 
a reinforcement of galleys from a neighbouring port. The galleys 
at len gth mad e their appearance and forced the blockade, aiuTring an 
English ahipi*>u»the process. Their commander moored tliaTn in 
shallow water dose to the shore of Blanc Sablons Bay where the 
larger English warships could not follow. Howard made a gallant 
boat attack upon them, in which he met his death. By some mis- 
chance he was left almost alone on the deck of the galley he had 
boarded, and before aid could come the f renchmen’s pikes had thrust 
him overboard. The otiier English captains had no better fortune, 
and the attack was repulsed. After this the shortage of supplies 
and the fighting prestige of'the galleys caused the Eugliah to raise 
the blockade of Brest, but they still held the efieotive command of 
,the sea and sent armies to the continent at their pleasure. The 
war Anded in 1614 without further sea fighting other than the 
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raiding of the Channel coasts. In the spring the French galleys 
burned Brighton, in revenge for which Sir John Wallop ravaged the 
shores of Normandy, destroying twentjl-one towns and villages and 
much shipping. 

After the war the enlargement of the navy continued. The Henry 
Grace A Dim or GrSat Ecmy, of 1600 tons, was completed in 1614. 
She was the largest ship yet seen in northern Europe, and carried a 
number of heavy guns in addition to the light serpentines hitherto 
considered sufficient. The war of 1622-6 produced no naval incidents 
of importance because the French refrained from sending a battle 
fleet to sea. The third war, that of 1644-6, was very diSerent. 
Francis I. had seen the error of allowing his enemies to land un- 
molested on the continent, and had strained every nerve to build up 
a mighty fleet. Henry also had been unremitting in his preparations. 

In tiie twelve years following 1880 he had remodelled and extended 
the navy, applying to the purpose much of the wealtirof which he had 
despoiled the Church. Many of the older ships, the GreaJt Harry 
amongst them, were broken up and more modern dhes built to bear 
the same names. The new Great Harry, completed in 1639, was of 
1000 tons and very heavily armed. The king also constructed low- 
built craft of a new type, relying upon gun-power rather than upon 
hand-to-hand fighting, and evidently designed, by their finer lines and 
general handiness, to avoid being dappled and boarded by the great 
“ high charged ” battleships whidh, remained the ideal type in the 
.minds of the more conservative tacticians. These ships were the 
prototypes of the nimble English galleons of Drake’s day, and had the 
war produced a great pitched battle they might have surprised the men 
of that generation as efEectively as did their successors in the Armada 
campaign of 1588. 

But, although both sides had made great preparations, the outcome 
was not spectacular. In 1644 England, remforced by the Enmeror’s 
Spanish and Flemish naval power, held the seas without difficulty. 
Then without warning Charles V. made a separate peace, and England 
was thrown upon the defensive. In 1546 a great French fleet ap- 
proached Portsmouth where Lord Lisle, the Eng lish adm iral, 
remained in the port covered by land batteries and awSitsaSthearrival 
of reioforcemente. The privateers of the west country, c^ed in from 
their profitable employment of ranging the Channel and the Bay of 
Biscay, increased Lisle’s fieet by some sixty sail of small but useful 
warships. The French, in spite of their initial preponderance, acted 
feebly. A cannonade took place at the entrance to Portsmouth 
harbour, but the French would not engage seriously under the fire of 
the batteries, and Lisle would not advance beyond that protection. 
The French ships were crowded with tnobps for the capture of Ports- 
mouth, and a terrible epidemic of typhus bloke out amongst them. 
After vainly attempting to occupy the Isle of Wight they drew off, - 
returned to their own coast, and landed their soldiers. Lisle, with 
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his numbeis now inoreasod, followed. 0£E Shoreham the two fleets 
met in open water. The Erench galleys attacked and suffered some 
loss before night ended thelaction. Lisle expected that the great 
ships would fairly join battle on the following day, and anchored 
to make preparations. But when morning dawned his opponents 
were gone. They had tamely declined the cobtest and retired to 
their own porta. Although this campaign produced no fi ghting 
which can be described as a great battle, it justified Henry’s ex- 
penditure on the navy, for the mere existence of that force had saved 
England from the most carefully planned invasion since the Norman 
conq;uest. 

At the tune of Henry’s death there were in the navy fifty-three 
vessels great and small, the total tonnage amounting to 11,268. Six 
of the ships were of 500 tons and over, and nineteen between 200 and 
600 tons. At war strength they carried between them 7780 men and 
2087 guns. Dining the eleven years which intervened between that 
date and the death of Mary (1658), the numbers, and still more the 
efficiency, dedinfid. In 1668 there were twenty-six royal ships with a 
combined tonnage of 7110. The shortage of stores and the decay of 
organization were such that the sudden emergency of the siege of 
Calais found not a single great ship of the fleet in a condition to put 
to sea. It is true that Henry had been accustomed to lay up most 
of his larger vessels during the winter, but he had always kept a 
sufficient force afloat to maintain communications with Calais. Mary’s 
naval advisers, in spite of warnings, negloftted to do this, and lost 
Calais as a consequence of their default. 



CHAPTER IV 


THE WIDEMG FIELD OF COMMERCE, 1647-1658 
(i) Ghangmg Conditions 

The period succeeding tlie deatL of Henry V'HI. was, as we Lave 
seen, one of depression in the old trades with Ewopean countries 
and in the more recently established intercourse with the disturbed 
regions of the Levant. At the same time manufactures were develop- 
ing, and a town-dwelling, artisan population was increasing in numbers 
even if there was no oorrespondin^ growth of the agricultural portion 
of the community. Capital also was acoiunulating, partly owing to 
the iTifliiy of the precious metals from America, to an extent previously 
unknown. A Venetian observer, making a report upon England in 
the middle of the sixteenth century, stated that there were many 
members of the Merohanis Adventurers and Staplers’ Companies worth 
from £60,000 to £60,000 each.^ AR these causes combined to produce 
an imperative demand for new outlets for English trade. The curtail- 
ment of the old markets spelt unemployment and hunger, capable of 
merely illusory relief by the increase of luxuty and extravagant living 
among the wealthy ; and the national instinct, combining with the 
deliberate policy of far-seeing men, sent adventurers over the seas 
in ever increasing numbers to seek a share of the world-commerce 
hitherto monopolized by the Spaniards and the Portuguese. 

In this new commercial movement London bore a preponderating 
part. Since the beginning of the Tudor period she had been st eadily 
growing at the expense of the other seaports. The»c ws builh!* i’erurns 
for the fifty years following 1486 show that the trade of Bristol, 
Exeter, Plymouth and the smaller western ports remained practically 
stationary ; that of Hull, Ipswich, Hewcastle and Boston slightly 
declined ; that of Southampton fell off by forty per cent. ; whilst 
that of London, exclusive of the wool export, considerably more than 
doubled itself. The increase in the size of ships, rendering many 
of the shallower harbours useless for anything but coasting and fishing 
craft, undoubtedly contributed to this 'concentration of commercial 
energy in the capital. * 

^ The flgmee are possibly exaggerated, but meroantile wealth was certainly on the^ 
increase. 



82 A SHORT HISTORY 01? BRITISH EXPANSION 

The merchants of London, therefore, in close touch with the govern' 
ment, wielding large capital resources, and having at their doors the 
labour and the purchasing power of a relatively dense population, 
became the promoters of novel enterprises in various directions. As 
a class they were large-minded and generous in taking risks where 
important ends were in view ; nor did they specialize too narrowly 
in particular lines of business. On the contrary, in most of the 
speculative undertakings of the time we find the same set of names 
constantly recurring. Sir Thomas Gresham, Sir John Yorke, Sh 
William Garrard, Sir George Barnes, Sir Andrew Judde, Anthony 
Hickman, Edward Castlyn and Miles Mordeyne, to mention only 
some of the most prominent, invested their money in adventures to 
Barbary, Guinea, the Levant, the Canary Islands and Russia, and 
in schemes for finding Cathay by the north-east or the north-west, 
besides being members of one or more of the older companies like the 
Merchants Advffliturers or the Staplers. And these men, engaging 
in such widespread activities at a time when the government was 
unstable and inclined to be corrupt, had a far greater influence upon 
the policy and the future destiny of their country than is commonly 
recognized. Their virtues and their failings, the former on the whole 
outweighing the latter, determined the moral tone of the nation quite 
as effectively as those of the statesmen and courtiers who fill a larger 
space in the general history of the time. 

(ii) The African Tr^ 

The earliest records now extant show that a regular trade with 
Africa began in 1661. In that year a partnership of London merchants 
sent out a ship named the Lion of 160 tons under the command of 
Thomas Wyndham. Wyndham had served in the navy against the 
French and the Scots, rising to the rank of vice-admiral in the Duke of 
Somerset’s campaign of 1647. The treaty which surrendered Boulogne 
to the French in 1660 put an end to the wars for the time, and 
Wyndham spent the remainder of his life in the African expeditions 
] y)w to be described. In 1661 he sailed from Portsmouth to a harbour 
on the AtlSBSii^coaBt of Morocco, where he traded successfully and 
obtained a cargo of sugar, dates, almonds and molasses. He repeated 
the venture with three ships in the following year, making an equally 
prosperous voyage and touching at the Canary Islands on Ms way 
home. London merchants had long maintained agents in these 
islands, although it would seem that they carried on their trade in 
Spanish and Portuguese sMps. 

The success of the Morocco voyages emboldened the adventurers 
to a new departure of a m6>e daring nature. They determined to 
send Wyndham to seelr a trade in the rich ivory and gold-bearing 
regions of Guinea, on that part of the Airican coast wMch runs from 
west to east into the Bight of Benin. William Hawkins had touched 
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at some part of tliis coast on one at least of his voyages to Brazil ; 
and it is probable, although evidence is lacking, that the other Brazil 
adventurers under Henry VIII. had dme the same. Be that as it 
may, it is clear that the trade, if it had ever been frequented, had been 
discontinued for at least ten years. The climate of the Guinea coast 
was unhealthy, the navigation difficult and full of pitfalls for the 
inex;^erienced, and the j^osition of the Portuguese stations and the 
condition of the negro tnbes but vaguely known in England. These 
circumstanoes combined to render the venture extremely hazardous. 
The interested parties had, however, access to inside information which 
encouraged them to make the attempt. They got into touch with 
a Portuguese fugitive named Antonio Pinteado who had served for 
many years as a pilot on voyages from Lisbon to Guinea and Brazil. 
This man was now an outcast from his own country, and he undertook 
to guide an English fleet to the richest and most secret preserves of 
the Portuguese crown. 

The exact status of the persons who found the capital for this and 
similar voyages is a matter of some uncertainty. A' recent historian 
of such undertakings classifies them as a company, but they would 
perhaps be more properly described as a syndicate or partnership. 
They subscribed the necessary money privately, and certainly 
made no public issue of stock as did the Muscovy Company at 
the same period. They had no incorporation, monopoly grant or 
official recognition of any kind. The names of Sir George Barnes, 
Sir Andrew Judde and»several others abeady mentioned in this 
chapter appear from time to time among the promoters ; but it is 
highly unlikely that there was a permanent company at all. Each 
voyage seems to have been a separate undertaking, completely 
wound up at its close. The adventurers, if they felt disposed to 
continue, reinvested their money in the next, and the composition of 
the synclicate varied as time went on. It is by no means certain 
indeed that the various voyages were all set forth by one syndicate ; 
quite possibly two or more rival associations took up the trade when 
once the initial success had been secured. The merchants who sent 
out Wyndham and Pinteado in 1663 were evidently in f avour with 
members of the Privy Council, since two of the shipsiofltonged to the 
navy. But the claim of Portugal to exclusive rights upon the African 
coast rendered the whole undertaking of doubtful legality, and it 
was carried on from the outset in a fvutive and clandestine manner. 

The Guinea coast was divided into regions each named from 
the most valuable merchandise it produced. The westerly portion, the 
modern Liberia, was known as the Grain Coast on account of the 
grains or “ hot fruit ” obtained there. Next came the Ivory 
Coast, now in the possession of Franee") and then the Gold Coast, 
which still bears its ancient name. Eastward of all these lay the 
coast of Benin and the delta of the Niger, then principally Imown 
as a pepper-growing district. At suitable places along all this expanse 
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of 1400 miles the Portuguese had established trading stations, but 
between the latter there were wide unoccupied stretches. The negro 
chiefs acknowledged a loose vassalage to the Portuguese crown, but 
retained a large measure of independence. The Portuguese them- 
selves conducted the trade, not by means of a^ chartered company, 
but i mdAT a system of licences purchased from the government, the 
whole undertaking being considered as a royal monopoly. 

Wyndham and his Portuguese aMociate set sail in August, 1663, 
with the lAon, Wyndham’s old ship, the Primrose, and a pinnace 
named the Moon,. Near Madeira they met with a large Portuguese 
warship, sent out, as they thought, expressly to stop them ; but 
they continued on their way wiihout fighting, and arrived withoi^t 
mishap at the Grain Coast. They made no stay there or at the Ivory 
Coast, but pushed straight on to the Gold Coast where they traded 
on either side of the fortress of S. Jorge de la Mina, the chief Portu- 
guese stronghoM in Guinea. After they had obtained soma 160 lb. 
of gold the supply began to run short. Already the financial success 
of the venture was assured, and Pinteado was for beginning the 
homeward voyage at once on account of the lateness of the season. 
But Wyndham disagreed, demanding that the Portuguese should 
lead them eastward to Benin to lade pepiper, according to his promise. 
A violent debate ensued, Wyndham ‘^reviUng the said PWeado, 
calling him Jew, with other opprobrious words, saying : This whoreson 
Jew hath promised to bring us to such places as are not, or as he 
cannot bring us unto : but if he do not, I wi£ out oE his ears and nail 
them to the mast.” Pinteado, Imowing the dangers into which the ex- 
pedition was running, submitted against his better judgment, and they 
ran on to the eastward until they came to an anchor in the mouth of a 
great river. Pinteado and the merchants went up the river in the pin' 
nace to bargain with a native king for pepper. Meanwhile a terrible 
epidemic broke out amongst the crews waiting inactive upon the 
coast. The men died at the rate of four and fi.ve a day, and the 
survivors in a panic demanded to be taken home forthwith. Pinteado, 
hearing this news, came down the river to plesjd for a little delay 
in view of the rich cargo he was collecting. But Wyndham himsdf 
was dead bsfo^ the Portuguese arrived. The men refused to wait, 
even to send for the English merohaists who still remained in the 
interior. Reduced now to half their original numbers, they an.Tik 
the Xion and set sail in the Primrose, taking Pinteado with ■ ^;liATn. 
The latter sickened also, and died ere the voyage was a week old ; 
and when the Primrose at length crept into Plymouth there were but 
forty men alive of the 140 who had set forth. 

In spite of the casualties sustained by the e^edition the commercial 
prospects of the trade hadT proved encouraging. One hundred and 
fifty pounds of pure gold represented a large sum, especially when 
, compared with the debased condition of the coinage at the time ; 
and we do not know that this was the only return of the voyage. The 
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syndicate therefore despatched a larger squadron in the autumn of 
1654. It was commanded by John Lot, and consisted of two ships 
of 140 tons, one of 90, and two pinnace?!. Arriving at Guinea before 
the end of the year. Lot traded successfully on the Grain, Ivory and 
Gold Coasts. He obtained 36 butts of grains, 400 lb. of gold, and 
250 tusks. He arrived in England in the summer of 1556^, having 
lost only twenty-four men by sickness. This was the most profitable 
of all the Guinea voyages of which we have records. A rough estimate 
of the value of the cargoes suggests that the gains may have repre- 
sented as much as 1000 per cent, on the capital invested.^ 

This great success encouraged others to follow in the same track. 
In the years 1656-8 William Towerson, a London merchant, made 
three voyages in person to the Guinea coast, all of them more or less 
sucoessful. Towerson appears to have traded- on his own private 
account, or at least to have represented a different syndicate from 
that which had sent out Wimdham and Lok. We used not suppose, 
however, that the latter body ceased its activities, although we have 
no records of its further voyages until 1661. The' survival of such 
records has been purely a matter of accident and, as we shall see, the 
parties concerned had often a strong interest in suppressing them. 
Towerson, who tells his own story, m&kes reference to other English 
ships upon the Guinea coast, and from other sources it is evidejit 
that for some years the trade tempted numerous adventurers. Then, 
for two reasons, it declined : the supply of gold was not unlimited, 
and the negroes, seeing 4t eagerly competed for, raised their prices ; 
and the Portuguese increased their armed forces on the coast with a 
full determination to put down what they regarded as illegal com- 
petition. The later history of the Guinea trade will be referred to in a 
subsequent chapter. 

The voyages above described raised an international question of 
immense importance to the future destiny of England. Before the 
return of John Lok in 1656 the Portuguese ambassador lodged with 
the English government a strong protest against the infringement of 
his master’s rights. England at this time was under the rule of Queen 
Mary, whose marriage to Philip, the heir of Charles V., had b ut recently 
taken place. Philip used all his authority with his trifef to secure her 
acquiescence with the Portuguese demands. As prospective King 
of Spain he saw that he must back to the utmost the vahdily of the 
Bulls of Alexander VI., for if the English were permitted to trade with 
Guinea they would next claim tiie same privilege in the West Indies. 
Maty somewhat reluctantly assented to her husband’s views, and 
orders were given to the port authorities to stop all vessels fitting out 
for the Guinea voyage pending a thrashing-out of the whole matter 
in the Privy Council. The latter bodjs 'afraid to defy Philip openly, 
endorsed the prohibition. But although 'the Coimcil repeatedly 

^ W. B. Soott, JoitU Stock Qorrvpanies to 1720, vol. ii Cambridge, 1910, p. 4. Soma 
oi the tusks were of 00 lbs. weight. 
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admonislied the merolianta, and oecasionally took security for their 
obedience, it either was una|?le, or did not honestly desire, to put an 
end to the traffic. The latter explanation is more probably the correct 
one. There is good reason for believing, from analogy with better 
known transactions, that many of the Privy Councillors were them- 
selves financially interested in the voyages. The latter therefore 
continued in spite of all prohibitions, and England thus efEected its 
first great breach in the world-monopoly of the Peninsular powers. 
That this had happened under a Catholic and conservative regime 
rendered it a more remarkable testimony to the existence of an uncon- 
trollable national instinct for expansion ; and Philip, to judge from the 
interest he diowed in the matter, was quick to realize its importance 
to himself. 

The English were -not the only infringers of the great monopoly. 
Numerous Prench adventurers traded side by side with them both in 
Brazil in the tJfiie of Henry VIII. and in Guinea at the period now 
under discussion ; and Erench pirates and privateers were harrying 
the Spaniards in the West Indies for many years before the English 
rovers found their way thither. Erancis I, had encouraged these 
adventures originally in order to annoy his enemy Charles V. In 
later years oceanic enterprises became a special occupation of the 
Huguenots. 

(iii) The North-Eastern Discovery and iAe Muscovy Company, 

The idea of reaching Cathay by a northern voyage had lain dormant 
since the middle part of the reign of Henry VIII. The earlier attempts 
in this direction had been the work of a few enthusiasts at Bristol, or 
of adventurers supported by royal patronage. They had all striven 
to open up a passage by pushing northwards along the coast of 
Labrador in the hope of finding a westward turning before the ice 
became an insuperable obstacle. In the meantime the Portuguese 
had successfully worked the South East Passage by the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the Spaniards, led by Magellan, had traversed the South 
West Pas sage or Straits of Magellan which, however, they had found 
too dangerou?-for regular use. The north-east seemed therefore the 
only quarter which yet remained to h" explored if England was to 
find a route of her own to the coveted trafi&o of the orient ; and the 
need for some such expansion became increasingly apparent in the 
years of stress which followed the death of Henry "^n. 

Knowledge of the methods of discovery was .still at a low ebb in 
England, and in thein perplexity the promoters of the new schemes 
turned to a man who had once sailed imder the Engliah flag, and who 
had since applied himself tcT the building up of a great reputation as 
a scientific navigator and cosmographer. Sebastian Cabot, it will 
be remembered, had entered the service of Spain in 1612, He had risen 
to the office of Pilot-Major of that country, and in 1626 he had com- 
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manded an expedition intended to pass tnrougli the Straits of Magellan 
and cross the Pacific to the Spice Islands. His leadership had been 
insufficient for the task. He failed to^^reach the Straits, and after 
explormg the River Plate and the strealtns which flow into it he had 
returned in some disgrace to Spain. That, and his dimly recorded 
voyage to the north-west under Henry VII., represent the sum of his 
personal achievements in discovery ; but what he lacked in practical 
qualities he made up in self-advertisement and the art of impressing 
his contemporaries with the vastness of his knowledge and his worth. 
In 1548 he appeared to the adventurers of the Enghsh Privy Council 
as the master mind of Europe in maritime aflairs, and the possessor 
of secrets which would provide an easy path to wealth for those to 
whom he would disclose them. They accordingly made him a tempting 
offer which induced him, at the age of seventy-three or over, to depart 
secretly out of Spain and place his talents at their disposal. 

Whether the north-eastern project was already^evolved at the 
time of Sebastian Cabot’s flight we do not know. Some years elapsed 
before it took effect, and in the meanwhile a scheme was discussed 
for a raid in conjunction with the French upon the Spanish riches in 
Peru — a plan foreshadowing that of Drake a generation later. Cabot 
himself betrayed this intention to Charles V.^^ — a fact which casts 
a revealing light upon bis character — and it was never put into effect. 
But in 1662-3 the Cathay voyage by the north-east was Wean seriously 
in hand, and a company came into existence under government 
patronage for the purpose of setting it forward. 

This company was the first of a public character to be worked by 
means of a joint stock. The promoters, including the Marquis of 
Winchester, the Earls of Arundel, Bedford and Pembroke, and Sir 
William Cecil, together with Sir George Barnes, Thomas Gresham and 
most of the leadmg merchants of London, raised a capital of £6000 
in £26 shares. The purchaser of a single share became a member 
of the Company, entitled, not to take a personal part in the trade, 
but to receive his proportion of the profits arising from expeditions 
sent out by the Company as a whole. This, the normal modern 
method of investment, was a novel one in sixteenth-century England. 
In the regulated conmftjfl®®) hitherto the universal ty peL^e very-awiwb or 
had had to provide his own ^stock-in-trade and in most cases his own 
shipping, and to appoint his own factor to sell his goods overseas if 
it was not convenient for him to do so in person. In the new under- 
taking the ^eat length of the prospective voyage and the very uncertain 
chances of success were probably the reasons which led to the adoption 
of the joiat-stook organization. The Company began its career under 
the title of “ The Merchants Adventurers of England for the discovery 
of lands, territories, isles, dominions and ^eignories unknown.” Edward 
VI. undoubtedly granted it a charter ofincorporation with a machinery 

* His letter to the emperor is printed in Navarette, Oalecoidn de Doaumealoa iniditoa 
para la Hiatoria da la Eapaila, vol. iii. p. S12. 
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of governor, oonsnlB and assistants, but this document does not now 
esdst.^ Tbe first governor was Sebastian Cabot. 

Early in. May, 1563, the Clo|apany’B first expedition sailed out of the 
Thames. It consisted of the Botm E^eranza, 120 tons, the Edward 
Bonmenture, 160 tons, and the Bona Gonfidentia, 90 tons ; and each 
of the ships had a pinnace and a large boat trf' facilitate trading in 
riiajilow waters. Sir Hugh Willoi^hby, who had won his knighthood 
on the field during Somerset’s invasion of Scotland, sailed in the 
Esperanza as Captain-General. Richard Chancellor, as Chief Pilot, 
went in the Edward Bonameniure and acted as second-in-command of 
the squadron. Sebastian Cabot, who was too old to go in person, drew 
up a set of ordinances for the voyage embodying much of the experience 
in discovery accumulated by the Peninsrdar nations. In particular 
he warned the crews against “conspiracies, partakings, factions, 
false tales and untrue reports,” exhorting them to behave always 
as loyal and hqjiourable men, “ toward the common wealth of this 
noble realm and the advancement of you the travailers in this voyage, 
your wives and children.” 

The three ships sailed to the coast of Norway in company. Here a 
sudden storm separated Chancellor in the Edward Bonavmture from 
Willoughby with the other two ships. Willoughby pushed on, rounding 
the North Cape and sailing eastwards with a full determination to 
discover the passage to Cathay. On August 14, 1662, he sighted an 
unknown coast running north and south in the latitude of 72°. “ Early 
in the morning we descried land,” says his jpurnal, “ which land we 
bare withal, hoisiag out our boat to discover what land it might be ; 
but the boat could not come to land, the water was so shoal, where 
was very much ice also, but there was no similitude of habitation.” 
This was the coast of Novaia Zemlia, the great double island stretching 
northwards from the Siberian coast. But Willoughby, supposing it 
to be a promontory of the continent itself, attempted to round its 
northern extremity and push on to Cathay. Contrary winds retarded 
his progress, the Confidentia developed a serious leak, and the weather 
showed signs of an early approach of winter. Willoughby therefore 
decided to seek a haven where his two ships might lie securely. He 
• 'had of Jogd and was still in good hopes of accomplishing the 

discovery in the following year. After examining the desolate northern 
shores for another mon^ in search of a convenient resting place, he 
came to an anchor on September 18 in the mouth of the River 
Arzina on the Mhiman coast. Here, during the long winter of 1563-4, 
Sit Hugh Willoughby was frozen to death with every TYia.Ti of his crew. 
In the following summer Russian fishermen found the ships with the 
bodies in them, and also Sit Hugh’s journal, from which we derive 
our account of the voyage. " ^ 

Richard Chancellor, who never saw his chief ^ain after the storm 
off the Norwegian coast, had better fortune. IQs diip, the Edward 
" I WiUiaDttBon, Maritimt Enterprise, 1486-1668, p. 312. 
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Bonavmture, -was the largest and most strongly manned of the squadron. 
Failing to hear news of Willoughby at Vardo, the Norwegian fishing 
port which marked the extreme boundary of European knowledge, he 
determined to pursue the discovery alone. Some Scotsmen whom he 
met at Vardo attempted to dissuade him, repeating to him what they 
had learnt of the terrors of the Arctic winter ; but “ persuading 
himself that a man of valour could not commit a more dishonourable 
part than, for fear of danger, to avoid and shun great attempts, he was 
nothing at all changed or ^scouraged with the speeches and words 
of the Scots, remaining stedfast and immutable in his first resolution : 
determining either to bring that to pass which was first intended, or 
tise to die the death.” 

“ That which was first intended ” was the opening up in some new 
country of a profitable trade for his employers ; -and, to the extent of 
accomplishing so much, Chancellor was successful. Keeping closer 
to the coast than Willoughby had done on his east^Pard passage, he 
discovered the entrance to the White Sea at about the same time 
that his chief was examining the shores of Novaia Zemlia. The 
geography of these regions was entirely unknown to Europeans, as 
the fantastic maps of the preceding period testify ; and Chancellor 
may well have supposed that here was the mouth of a passage which 
mi^t lead him to his goal in the Far Bast. He therefore sailed south- 
wards into the White Sea, and at its southern extremity sighted an 
OTen boat full of barbarians who, never having seen such a ship as the 
Edwcard Bomvmture, fieditin terror before it. Chancellor pursued and 
overtook them, finding them “ in great fear, as men half dead.” 
Eeassured by his gentle treatment they conducted biTn to their village 
of Nenoksa, some thirty miles from Archangel. Here the English were 
well received, and learned, to their surprise, that the ruler of these 
regions was Ivan the Terrible, the Tsar of the vaguely known empire 
of Muscovy. 

Muscovy or Russia had at that time no outlet either on the Baltic 
or the Black Sea. It had been visited by the Easterlings, who used 
the land route through Poland ; but no one had hitherto thought of 
approaching it by the Arctic north-east. Chancellor, howev er,^ Igst , 
no time in realizing the importance of his discovery. "Sle winter was 
now setting in, rendering further voyaging impossible for that season, 
and he employed the time of inactivity, in traveUing southwards by 
sledge to Moscow. There he was received by Ivan in the midst of a 
mag^cent court, and presented to him the letters of recommendation 
wiln which Edward VI. had furnished the expedition. The Tsar, 
accustomed to the cringing servilily of his own subjects, was pleased 
with the fearless demeanour of the EngUshman, who behaved in Edl 
respects as the ambassador of a soyereigfl power. He wrote a reply 
to Edward VI,, extending a cordial invitation 'to Englishmen to trade 
in his dominions. With this Chancellor returned to his ship, and 
sailed for Enj^and as soon as the weather permitted. 
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Cliancelloi’s arrival with his news in 1554 marks a very definite 
forward stride in the history ^f our maritime expansion. For the first 
time an English e:^edition haii accomplished a new discovery bringing 
with it the unmediate acquisition of commercial advantages. Edward 
VI. had died shortly after the departure of the first expemtion. Chan- 
cellor returned too late in 1554 for a new voyagfe to be set forward in 
that year. It was in 1555 therefore that the Company despatched its 
second expedition, but prior to this it apphed for a new charter of 
privileges from Queen Mary, who had just wedded Philip of Spain. 
Philip, as we have seen, strongly discountenanced the Guinea voyages 
which were going on at this period. But towards the White Sea trade 
he adopted a different attitude. It was evident that it conflicted with 
none of the existing interests of Spain or Portugal, and many of its 
promoters were influential men who were already feeling sore at the 
prohibition of their African adventures. Philip therefore determined 
to conciliate tUB mercantile interest by giving his hearty approval to 
the new trade. In February, 1655, the Company secured a new 
charter in the names of Plulip and Mary wherein its monopoly of the 
Muscovy trade was clearly confirmed. The discovery of the North 
East Passage now became a secondary object with the adventurers, 
although it still seemed possible that Willoughby, of whose fate nothing 
was yet known, might return with news of this achievement also. 

During the next three years the Company, henceforward commonly 
known as the Muscovy or Russia Company, consolidated its position 
in the newly discovered regions. Chanoelloursailed again for the White 
Sea in 1555. He took with him factors who were to reside in the 
countiy and collect Russian goods for transport to England. He 
estabhahed trading stations at Moscow, at Cohnogro near the mouth of 
the Dwina, and at Vologda, about half way between the White Sea 
and Moscow. He learned also of the finding of the bodies of Willoughby 
and his men, and recovered some of the goods from their ships. The 
Tsar made a grant of privileges to the Company’s servants, promising 
freedom from paying customs, freedom from arrest, and full jurisdiction 
for the chief agent over all Englishmen in Russia. Chancellor re- 
... mtLint.ll is Bussia for the winter of 1555-6 in order to complete these 
arrangemen^T*" 

In 1656 three ships sailed for Russia. *■ One of them, a pinnace named 
the Serchthrifi, pushed eastwards along the coast of Siberia in order 
to continue the search for the passage. Her commander, Stephen 
Borough, reached the island of Vaigats before turning back at the 
approach of winter. Thenceforward no more discoveries took place 
in this direction until the voyage of Arthur Pet and Charles Jackman 
in 1680. Richard Chancellor sailed for England once more in 1666 
in the Edteard Bomventuref'havmg in his company the PMUp mid 
Mary and Willoughby^ two ships the Bam Esfercmza and ^e Bona 
Gonfidentia. The voyage was disastrous. The Esperamzo and liio 
Conjidentia were lost wiQi all hands in a great gale off the Norwegian 
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coast. Tlie Edward, after struggling agamst adverse weatlier for four 
montlis, was wrecked on the Scottish cosp in November. Chancellor 
and many of the crew were drowned, bnt% Russian ambassador whom 
he was brining to England got safely to shore and travelled by land 
to London. The Philip am Ma/ry, the only ship of the squadron 
which survived, did not reach the Thames until the spring of 1657. 

In spite of these losses the Muscovy Company prospered during 
its first years, obtaining in exchange for English cloth such valuable 
commodities as wax, tr^-oil, tallow, furs, cordage and timber for 
masts and spars. The last two items were especially important to 
the national well-being at a time when the quarrel with the Hansa 
threatened a stoppage of supplies from the Baltic. But the period 
of unassailable monopoly was a short one. In 1668 Ivan the Terrible 
captured the port of Narva on the Baltic, and Russia obtained an 
outlet to civilization much more accessitle than that provided by the 
ice-bound White Sea. The competition of English iaterlopers using 
the Baltic route, coupled with the machinations of the Easterlings and 
the misconduct of soma of its own servants, caused the Company to fall 
upon bad times during the latter half of the sixteenth century. Its 
extension of English trade to Persia under the leadersliip of Anthony 
Jenkinson wiU be dealt with in a later chapter. 



CHAPTER V 


GENERAL SURVEY OE ENGLISH EXPANSION UNDER 
ELIZABETH, 1558-1603 

I With the accession of Elizabeth the task of presenting a justly pro- 
portioned piot»e of Eng li sh expansion becomes a difficult one — more 
difficult perWps than in any other period of our history. The national 
energy sought its outlets in many Afferent directions at the same 
moment. Some of these experiments were mutually destr uctiv e, yet 
all were closely interwoven with the fortunes ' of the' ofEers. The 
d Bring minds which shaped the. destinies of the time chose as their 
sphere the whole world of practical afiairs ; they refuseclto specialize, 
to concentrate their eflorts in a single narrow groove. (^That alone is 
sufficient to differentiate them ^arply from ime leaders of our own 
day, in which versatility is commonly mistrppted as a sign of weakness. 

XThe Ehzahothana scorned such a doctrine. Wariety to them was the 
salt of life. Anthony Je nMnson s erved his apprenticeship to adventure 
among the corsairs of tSe'Levant, and occupied his prime in diplomatic 
work at Moscow, in traversing the plains of Russia and outwitting the 
bandits of Central Asia ; Erobisher bartered beads for gold dust on the 
Guinea coast, then sou^^a passage to Asia tlmough ^e northern ice, 
converted that undertaking without a thought of inconsistency into 
the exploitation of a gold mine, sailed next with prake t o raid the 
Spanish colonies, commanded a squadron against the Armada, and 
recmrod his death-wound as an officer of the queen in a land battle on 
tjie^ooast of»®!ittany ; jibhn Davis reached a record latitude in the 
Arctic,, lost four-fifths of'Esraew in an»attempt to pass the Straits of 
Magellan, and ended his life in fight with Japanese pirates in the 
eastern sea. So it was with them -all. Not one of the great names 

I of the time is to be identified with one exclusive line of action, fat 
was their strength and their weakness that they made the Engnsh 
name ring through the world as it had never done before, and yet 
left of dranite, ffiiished, lasting woii but the merest fragment. But 
the moral has ever balanced the material in the scales of history, and 
the brilliant Elizabeth's were an indispensable prelude to the sober 
toilers of the si^^nteenth century who gamereA the fruifs"of"^heir 
achievements. ' 
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Even to classifj the lines of action of th > time is not an easy matter. 
We may arrange them under more than; half-a-dozen, different heads 
and still tod adventures outstanding, Hioh as Ralegh’s . expedition 
to Guiana, whioh refuse to take their place in fEe saESaeT But some 
provisional system is essential if we are to view the era as a whole ; 
without it we lose outWves in a maze of glittering detail and emerge 
with no formed conception of its meaning. 

Beginning therefore with the first decade of the queen’s reign, we 
find that with the government committed to Protestantism armed 
trading in the tropics takes a fresh lease of life. The merchants who 
had sailed illicitly to the Gold Coast under Philip and Mary continued 
their imdertaking with the approval of the queen. But they found 
that, as the years passed they had ever to do more fighting and less 
tradmg, and the early series of Guinea voyages came to an end with 
George Fenner’s expedition of 1666-7, which was a continuous conflict 
with the negroes and Portuguese, culminating in a desperate battle 
off the Azores on the homeward passage. In the same period John 
TTfl wkin a found a new nst ? % Guiinea as a slav e-producing area' He 
coliect^hla living meroRandise by guile and by force and employed 
the hke means to sell it in the West Indies in defiance of the Spanish 
authorities. Twice he did this with great success. His third expedi- 
tion ended in ffie disaster of San J uan da Uliia in TSfift. T hus within 
aveaLo F^ch other tie two ex periments in tra(togiHffii»B£]Ea5a~ 
"cameigTcOTclusion. 

There loDowed' a^erioii of general reprisals for Spanish and Portu- 
guese exclusiveness. This unofficial warfare was waged partially in 
home waters by privateers of all nations patronized although disavowed 
by the EnglisTi authorities, and more particularly by English adven- 
turers beyond the Atlantic. Drake in 1670 and. 1572-3 took Spanis h 
lips in the West Indies, landed on Panam a andrcaptured^aTtareasureT 
■ ’i. Hnncessmliv iiome with ms^poiis. OkmH^Tmitated 



sought his remedy in the same course a year later, and also lost his life. 
Then T>ra.kft in 1677-80 passed the Straits__rf_MageIl 0 ix_awept up 
enormo^^^S^onWT^^^;co^F^^tunied tii^phar^^y 
^;EKlnS^..5iDfiam3n3jEEa!Ss^_S!H2?^J^Efii, Tffie unoffioiaTwar By' 
private individuals continued even after the regular conflict between 
Elizabeth and Philip had been begun. Thomas Cavendish in 1686-8 
repeated Drake’s exploit of circumnavigation, returning with much 
captured treasure a month after the dispersal of the Armada. These 
are but the outstanding names amongst a horde of adventurers of all 
classes from the noble to the frankly criminal, who, before and after 
the declaration of war, infested the rQUtes By wldch Spanish and 
Portuguese commerce traversed the ocean. » 

Tn the meantime men of less flamboyant tastes were seeking by, ■ 
exploration to find a route to the wealth of the East which they could - ' 
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legitimately call their own| and which they could pursue without 
coming into collision with [the original discoverers. Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert and Michael Lok began to preach anew the doctrine of the 
North West Passage, ransaoldng all knowledge theological, geograpMcal 
and historical for proofs of what they so ardei^ly desired to believe. 
Lok and his friend Martin Frobisher were first in the field, the latter 
aailTTig in 1676 and returning with news of a channel leading westwards 
to the north of Labrador. But the prospect of discovering gold in this 
region diverted the energy of the adventurers, and the Company which 
Michael Lok had formed fell into bankruptcy when the gold mine 
proved to be illusory. The London merchants financed two more 
attempts to find a northern passage to Cathay. In 1680 the Muscovy 
Company despatched two ships to the north-east along the Siberian ' 
coast ; and in 1685'7 a private syndicate sent John Davis on three', 
successive voyages which resulted in the exploration of Davis Strait 
and the corredP delineation of Greenland upon the map*. 

The lure of the East drew men also to penetrate Asia by land explora- 
tions. In 1668 Anthony Jenidnson, succeeding Richard Chancellor 
as chief pioneer of the Muscovy Company, journeyed from Moscow to 
the Caspian Sea and thence to Bokhara, returning with much com- 
mercial intelligence. In 1661 he penetrated further along the , same 
route and opened up a trade for his employers m Persia, acting as an 
EngHsh ambassador in the same way as Chancellor had done at Moscow. 
Other servants of the Company foEowed in his steps until 1680, and 
the Persian trade, although always hazardous, promised for a time 
to be lucrative, until wars between the Turks and the Persians extin- 
guished it. Baffled but not yet defeated, the English made one more 
attempt to traffic with the East by a land route. In 1683 Ralph Fitch 
and John Newbery penetrated through Syria to Ormuz and thence to. 
Goa, the Portuguese headquarters in India. Here they suffered 
i^OTsonment, but escaped to continue their eastward wanderings. 

/AcFuttehpore they parted company, Newbery turning homewards 

U and Fitch going on to Burma and Siam. He reached London again 

; in 1691. 

^ Tl^e history of Bnglidi colonization begins also under Elizabeth. 

^ The grants ^Henry VII. to the Bristol syndicates had contained 
vague language suggesting the foundction of settlements overseas. 
But these were probably for commercial purposes only, nor do we know 
that the suggestions were ever carried into effect. Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert contemplated the planting of a colony in the neighbourhood 
of Newfoundland, presumably as a base for the discovery of the 
North West Passage. In his voyage of 1583 he lost his largest ship 
and aU his stores before deciding upon a site, and he himself was 
drowned on the homeward .passage. Then Ralegh his half -brother 
took up the task, finanfing and directing two serious attempts to plant 
a seH-supporting colony in Virginia. The expressed purpose of -^e 
promoters was to provide homes for the surplus population who could 
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find no employment in England. The fibclt batch of colonists deserted 
the undertaldng after a year’s experienoet the second moved into the 
interior of the continent and were hear! of no more. The Spanish 
war precluded any further prosecution of the design until the reign 
of James 1. 

The war itself cam5 as the climax of- all the disorders upon the seas 
since the decay of the ancient Burgundian alliance. It had other 
causes in addition — ^the revolt of the Netherlands, countenanced by 
Elizabeth, and the determination of the Catholic leaders of Europe 
to reclaim England to the old religion. It began with a sudden em- 
bargo upon all English vessels in Spanish ports, followed, by way of 
reprisal, by Drake’s great West Indian raid of 1686-6. Philip II. then 
prepared to invade England, and Drake smote his unready armaments 
in Cadiz in 1587, postponing the great undertaldng to the following 
year. In 1688 the Armada sailed, focussing in the nine days’ fight 
in the Cliannel "all the issues which had so long disturbed the world. 
It fled, beaten and disgraced, without landing a man of Parma’s army, 
but the war continued for another fifteen years. The English failed 
to strike home upon the heels of their ^eat success. The Spaniards, 
realizing at length the incredibly defencmess condition of their scattered 
empire, bestirred themselves to provide armaments suitable to its 
needs. So on the English side we have a series of isolated expeditions 
without continuity of plan, and on the Spanish a slow emergence from 
the depths, a persistent evolution of a policy of national defence, which 
might have led to a decision reversing that of 1688 had not the burden 
proved too crushing to bo borne. The disappearance of all the original 
actors from the scene left the way open for the signing of a purely 
negative peace in 1604. 

Out of the war and its revelation of Spanish impotence by sea sprang 
the one permanent material achievement of Elizabethan expansion^ — 
the push to the East by the normal route round the Cape of Good Hope. 
Tentative expeditions preceded the formation of the East India 
Company. In 1582 Edward Eenton led a squadron intended to trade 
with Chma, but sailed no further than the coast of Brazil. Next, in 
1691, Sir James Lancaster doubled the Cape and traversed the Indian 
Ocean. He and a few survivors struggled home afte64^errible'Tsu£er- 
ings ; but he had proved the voyage to be a possibility. Benjamin 
Wood again sailed for China in 1596, but his three ships were lost on 
the voyage. Einally, in 1699-1600, the merchants of London, seeing 
the success of the Dutch in a sinular venture, formed a joint-stock 
company and obtained a charter of monopoly from the queen. In 
1601 Lancaster sailed in command of the first expedition of the East 
India Company. 

Such are the principal categories into which we may divide the 
deeds of the Elizabethan adventurers. The sategories themselves are 
distinct yet interdependent, some arising from the operation of others, 
some hampered and checked by the same. Can we find any common 
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factor running through the u all, with reference to which we may 
combine t.TiAm into a united ] ioture of national development ? Religion 
has been suggested as suoPi a common factor. Religion had un- 
doubtedly a great influence, but it fails to answer the test as a touch- 
stone of Elizabethan history. Protestantism in the latter half of the 
sixteenth century was on the defensive, and the Elizabethans were 
aggressive in every fibre of their being. Had their religion been the 
TnniTiHpring of their actions they would have preached it with missionary 
zeal ; but of Ibis we find httle trace. Agam, the thirst for commerce 
suggests itself as the guiding motive. It was certainly long and deeply 


implanted in the English character, as our previous history had shown. 
It carries us a little further than rdigion ; but yet it will not serve to 
account for every department of Elizabethan enterprise. There was 
no profit to be drawn from the Virginian colony, neither had the 
merchants as a class any sympathy with the earlier proceedings of 
Drake and th^westem school of privateers. 

nevertheless there is a common motive power running through 
■ every phase of the Elizabethan story, although it is not an easy one 
to define. The English of the later Middle Age had been superficially 
an intelligent race, intensely active, interesting themselves keenly in 
all their material pursuits, yet evincing httle taste for pure learning 
or the speculative employments of the mind. Upon them came the 
Reformation and then the full force of the Renaissance, shattering all 
the preconceived system in which they had lived, and which they had 
taken for panted without any deep examina|ijon of its vaUdity. Their 
world, rehgious, social, commercial, geographical, was all to make 
anew, and m setting about the task they displayed the vast stores of 
mental and moral energy which had slumbered during the centuries 
of stagnation ; it was Ihis energy which, once the dams were broken, 
burst forth in an uncontrollable flood, and produced the astonishmg 
phenomena of the Elizabethan age. /it was fortunate that in England 
the Reformation became a settled question before the touch of the 
Renaissance revealed its power. So was a long civil war averted and 
the way left dear for national energy to turn to national expansion, 
the resettlement of agriculture and industry, and the literary exuberance 
whi^gave EjjgJand for the time the pride of place among the cultivated 
nations of the world. In the sphere o^ action the accumulated force 
spent itsdf prodigally in many experiments until the mpn of the 
seventeenth century founck means to control and direct it along lines 
of permanent progress. J 

One point of view we should beware of, and that is the one which 
emphasizes the romance of the Elizabethan adventurers. Nothing 
tends so much to give a false impression of the men themsdves, the 
work they did, and its lesson^fOr us their descendants. The majority 
of them were soundly pfcactical men, trying with aU their faculties to 
comprehend and make their profit of a world in which many 
were obscure. The attempt to give a romantic colouring to their 
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acliievements involves the necessity ol lelecting certain facts and 
rejectiag or roinimising others of equal immrtance, and so of rendering 
the whole picture untrue. Those few wlo may justly he treated as 
romantic characters certainly had not a preponderating influence 
upon the fortunes of their time. In this respect the Elizabethan 
period diffiers in no wa^' from other periods of our history. 



CHAPTER VI 


TRADE BY FORCE OF ARMS AJOT) THE REPRISALS FOR 
SPANISH EXCLUSIVENESS 

(i) Further Guinea Voyages 

The trading voyages to Guinea which had been so promising a 
feature in the otherwise depressing record of Mary’s reign continued 
under her successor. Elizabeth’s government showed no disposition 
to frown upon these undertakings ; it is a fair inference indeed that 
the queen herself invested money in them. To this extent the task 
of the adventurers was easier than in the past. On the other hand 
the Portuguese, seeing that diplomatic protests were unavailing, 
determined to repel the invaders of their mjfnopoly by armed force. 
In this, although they scored no definite victory in the fighting, they 
were idtimately successful. It was impossible for the English to 
traffic in face of a hostile armament which, since it possessed fortified 
bases wherein to take refuge, they could not drive off the coast. The 
slave-hunting Ijegun by John Hawkms in 1562 had also an unfavour- 
able effect upon the negroes, who had hitherto shown a friendly 
disposition towards the English ; and the latter, after fourteen years’ 
experience of the trade, had reluctantly to admit that the game was 
no longer worth the candle. Of the actual voyages we have only 
fragmentary and accidental records. Those of which knowledge 
survives mus^je taken as typifying a possibly larger number of 
which all memory has perished. 

In 1661 the syndicate of which Sir William Garrard was now the 
president sent out the Primrose to the Guinea coast. We have no 
details of this expedition, which is only known to have taken place 
from a casual reference in a letter dealing with other matters. The 
same adventurers proposed to despatch John Lok (the commander 
of the 1564 voyage) in charge of the Minion, a queen’s ship, in the 
autumn of 1661. Lok, howeyer, declined the command, alleging that 
the vessel was worn oijfc anif unseaworthy. Neverthdess, in 1563 
we find the Minion and the Primrose sailing in company under an- 
other commander. They had several encounters with Portuguese 
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warships, and the Minion was “ sore dis|omfited ” in a fight with 
two galleys ofi Elmina. In spite of thief the voyage showed a fair 
return of merchandise, and probably yielded a profit. From the 
minutes of a meeting held at Garrard’s house in 1564- it is apparent 
that the five chief partners (Sir William Garrard, Sir William Chester, 
Sir Thomas Lodge, Anthony Hickman, and Edward Castlyn) repre- 
sented the interests of a number of other investors of whom the 
queen was one, and Benjamin Gonson, treasurer of the navy, another. 
The voyage of 1664 was a disastrous one. It was made by the 
Minion, the John Baptist of London, and the MerUne, belonging to 
• Benjamin Gonson, all under the command of David Carlet. The 
Medine on the outward passage had her poop blown up by an acci- 
dental explosion, and sank immediately. Carlet and several of the 
merchants and crew of the Mi/nion fell into the hands of the Portuguese 
unmediately upon thar arrival on the Gold Coast, having been betrayed 
by the negroes amongst whom they trusted themselves** The Minion 
and her remaining consort were beaten off the coast by the galleys 
which had now become a formidable force. This is the last recorded 
venture of the Garrard syndicate. 

In 1666 George Fenner set sail for Guinea with the Gasth of Comfort, 
the Mayflower, the George, and a j^innace. He may have represented 
the former adventurers, but there is no evidence to connect him with 
them. He appears to have done very little trade, the negroes showing 
themselves treacherous and hostile from the first. After much 
confused sldtmiBhing wi*h them and with the Portuguese he set 
sail for England. At the Azores he encountered a Portuguese warship 
of 400 tons and six large caravels, all heavily armed. For three days 
they maintained constant attacks upon the Castle of Comfort and the 
little George, the Mayflower holdup off and giving no assistance. 
Fenner withstood them manfully and got dear away. Of the end of 
the battle the narrator says : " And having given us that day four 
fights, at night they forsook us with shame, as they came to us at the 
first with pride.” 

(ii) The Yoyages of Sir John EawMna^ 

William Hawkins of Plymouth, the pioneer of the Brazil trade 
in 1530, left two sons, Wilham and John, the latter of whom became 
the foremost merchant seaman of England in the first part of Eliza- 
beth’s reign. For some years after his father’s death John Hawkins ^ 
traded wiih Spain and the Canary Islands, amassing wealth and 
obtaining information concfflming the Spanish colonies in the west. 
In the Canaries he was a well-known character, fo rming close friend- 
ships with infiuential persons, and in paiffcjcular with a merchant named 
Pedro de Ponte. At length he matured his plans for a daring extension 
of E ng lish oceanic commerce. This was nothing less than to obtain 
^ He wae not knighted until 1688. 
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negro slaves from the Afric'in coast and to sell them to the Spanish 
planters in the West Indieslj; He was assured that the colonists would 
be eager to buy because the Spanish government had adopted a 
monopolist policy, which restricted the supply of slaves and at the 
same time forced up the price. As to the ;^actical difficulties of 
navigation in an unknown sea, he had arranged for the services of a 
pilot from Teneriffe in much the same way as the Guinea pioneers 
employed Antonio Pinteado. On the morality of the slave trade 
the last word has long been said, and the subject need not detain 
us here. 

Another matter, however, needs some explanation — ^the legality 
of the English pretensions to trade with the Spanish colonies. Trans- 
oceanic possessions were a new. th^ in those days, and there was no 
body of international law or tradition to assist in defining their position. 
The treaties which Henry VH. had negotiated with the Duke of Bur- 
gundy had provided that all ports and dominions under the authority 
of the duke and his heirs and successors should be open to Engliat 
traders voyaging, if they pleased, in armed ships. Philip II. was 
now the heir of the prince with whom Henry VII. had made this 
covenant, and the latter was still the recognized instrument governing 
trade in European waters. Why then should not its provisions apply 
equally to the West Indies and the mainland of Amenoa ? Such was 
the English contention, and legally it seemed valid.^ The Spaniards, 
however, would have none of it. Like the Portuguese, they de- 
termined that colonies must be the sole moBopoly of their possessors ; 
the Bulls of Alexander VI. stifiened the decision ; and the policy of 
Spain became the pohoy of every world-power in turn until the more 
enli^tened days of the nineteenth century. England herself adopted 
it wen she became a colonial power; and it can hardly be doubted 
that she would have done so had her role and that of Spain been 
reversed in the sixteenth century. 

Argument was plainly futile in so complicated a problem, and 
Hawkins, like a practical man, resorted to experiment to test the actual 
state of the case. In 1660 he had married the daughter of Benjamin 
Gonson, the treasurer of the navy, whom we have already seen iu 
partnership with Sir William Garrard and his syndicate. Garrard 
and the older Guinea adventurers did net listen favourably to the new 
scheme, hut Gonson, Sir William Winter, master of the ordnance, 
Sir Thomas Lodge and Sir Lionel Ducket decided to hack Hawkins. 
In October, 1562, they sent him forth in command of three ships of 
which the largest, the Salomon, was of 120 tons. At Teneriffie he 
picked up his Spanish pilot and, douhtless by the good offices of Pedro 
de Ponte, who had a finger in the expeffition, received “friendly 
entertainment.” Then he iSi^de for the Guinea coast where, without 

f 

1 This question had not arisen in connection 'with the African voyages. The Guinea 
iradora always denied entering Portuguese harbours, contending that the negro chiefs 
with whom they dealt were independent sovereigns. 
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being too scrupulous as t<|: his methods, he enslaved 300 negroes. 
With these he sailed over |o Hispaniola and conducted a profitable 
trade, Hfilling his wares to such advantage that he freighted not only 
his own squadron but also two local vessels which he hired and sent to 
Spain with a cargo of hides. This latter circuipstance, more than all 
his protestations, proves his confidence that the Spanish government 
would admit the legality of his proceedings. He arrived home without 
mishap in September, 1563. 

In spite of the fact that the goods sent to Spain were promptly 
confiscated, the profits of the expedition had been very large. The 
adventurers decided to continue, the queen herself was tempted to 
invest, and Hawkins sailed again in 156i with the Jesus of Lubeok, 
a queen’s ship of 700 tons, and three smaller vessels. The Jesus 
was an old ship whict a few years before had narrowly escaped breaking 
up as not worth repair. She was now, however, valued at £4000, 
and ElkahethJiy lending her to the adventurers found a cheap and 
convenient means of sharing in the profits of the undertaldng. This 
second expedition encountered greater diEiculties than the &st had 
done. But Hawldns overcame them. The negroes, warned now of 
the character of these new adventurers, were less easy to catch, and 
the English suffered some severe casualties before they had made up 
their cargoes. At length they accomphshed this and set sail for the 
west, making this time for the coast of Tierra Firme, the northern 
shore of South America, better known in those days as the Spanish 
Main. At Borhurata, the first port which Hawkins entered, the 
offioiala, armed with new instructions from Spain, declined to allow 
him to trade. To make things easier for the governor he alleged that 
he had been driven out of his course by tempests and could not proceed 
without obtaining necessary stores. FinaUy he landed his men and 
threatened to assault the town. Then the governor, having a sufficient 
excuse for yielding, consented to allow the trade, and bestowed upon 
the English a certificate of good behaviour at their departure. A 
similar comedy was enacted at Eio de la Hacha, and Hawldns returned 
in triumph for the second time in September, 1666. 

The news of this second exploit gave occasion for a vigorous protest 
by the Spani^ ambassador, Guzman de Silva. Hawkins, who still 
hoped to preserve the peace and at the»eame time to carry his point, 
saw de Silva and pointed out that he had only traded on receiving licence 
from the colonial governors. Further, he promised that he would not 
go out again without leave from King Phihp himselE. At the same time 
he was secretly preparing another expedition. When this latter fact 
came to de Silva’s knowledge he carried his complaint to the queen 
with such effect that she had Hawkins bound over, under penalty of 
forfeiting a heavy security, not to go again to the Indies. The result 
was that the expedition* of 1 d 66-7 sailed as before but that Hawkins 
himself remained at home. J ohn Lovell commanded the squadron, and 
Francis Brake accompanied him. Whilst slaving on the Afrinan coast 
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they had some fighting with the Portugu^ie, and the Spaniards at Rio 
de la Hacha defrauded them of paymen1li,'for their negroes. Nothing 
more is known except that they came home in the summer of 1667. 

By this date, as we have seen, Sir William Garrard and his partners 
had been forced to ^bandon their gold-trading voyages to Guinea. 
With them the Hawkma combination now joined forces, and in 1667 
the united adventurers prepared an expedition on a larger scale than 
any previous one. There was no attempt at concealment, and it was 
given out that the voyage was to be for Guinea only, in pursuit of 
wealth at some previously untapped region in the Bight of Benin of 
which the adventurers had intelligence from Portuguese renegades. 
]?rom what followed it is fairly evident that Hawkins disseminated this 
story as a subterfuge from the outset, "Whether it imposed upon his 
partners and the queen we do not know. Sir "William Cecil seems to 
have believed it. De Silva, in default of proof to the contrary, 
had to accept it as true. So the preparations contiuHed in the full 
view of all, the queen lending the Jesm of Luheok and the ancient 
Minion in which John Lok had declined to trust his life six years 
before. The private adventurers contributed four smaller vessels of 
which one, the Judith, was commanded by FranoiB Drake. "When all 
were on the eve of sailing the matter took a fresh turn. The Portuguese 
renegades who were to act as pilots to their mysterious eldorado 
absconded. Hawkins wrote at once to the queen asMng permission 
to convert the voyage into a slaving venture of the familiar type, seeing 
that the original projecfexwas now impossible. The tenor of her reply 
can only be inferred from the fact that he set sail on October 2, 1667, 
and proceeded to carry out the programme he had indicated. 

Touching once more at the Canary Islands, Hawkins arrived in due 
time at the Guinea coast. There he secured, ^ter some severe fighting, 
about five hundred negroes. He also captured and probably de- 
stroyed a number of Portuguese caravels in reprisal for the treatment 
recently ex^ienced by Fenner and other Guinea traders. A French- 
man, one Captain Bland, joined the ei^edition with a large caravel 
which he had taken previous to falling m with Hawkins. The latter 
again decided to sell his wares on the Spanish Main. He worked 
systematically along this coast from east to west, forcing a trade 
successively at Margarita, Bisrhurata, Rio de la Hacha, Santa Marta 
and some smaller places. At Rio de la Hacha he actually stormed 
the defences, after which the inhabitants purchased two hundred 
negroes. Coming at last to Cartagena, the capital, he met with a 
genuine refusal from the governor to have anything to do with him, 
and, having already sold most of his goods and “ made his voyage,” 
as the phrase was, he submitted with a good grace and sailed for Eug- 
land. 

The way home, owing to the prevailing -.winds and currents, lay 
northwards through the Gulf of Mexico and the Florida Channel. 
.In the Gulf a hurricane smote the fleet, so disabling the Jesus that 
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a thorough refit was neces lary before she could resume the voyage. 
The only available haven was the roadstead of San Juan de Ulua, the 
harbour of Vera Cruz, the port of Mexico. The anchorage was a 
restricted one, formed by a low island lying half a mile from the main- 
land. Hawkins acted with his accustomed decision, seizing the port 
officials and informing them that he must refit his fleet and in 
meantime occupy the island and its batteries as a guarantee against 
foul play. 

Next day a fleet of thirteen sail appeared off San Juan. They were 
the treasure-ships despatched from Spain to bring home the year’s 
produce of the Mexican mines. As yet, of course, they contained no 
treasure, but brought cargoes of European merchandise. Two of 
them were men-of-war, the remainder merchantmen probably lightly 
armed after the custom of the time. With them came Don Martin 
Enriquez, the incoming viceroy of New Spain, with whom rests the 
responsibilityjfor what followed. Hawkins was now in a dilemma. 
Being in possession of the island he could hold the port against the 
newcomers ; but if he did so there was a grave risk of their being 
wrecked on the open coast by the first gale that might arise. On 
the other hand, if he admitted them they would have to anchor cheek 
by jowl with his dismantled ships, and with his inferiority of numbers 
he would be at the mercy of their good faith. To cause the shipwredr 
of such a fleet might have meant war with Spain, and Hawkins was too 
loyal a subject to force his sovereign’s hand in such a maimer. He 
therefore admitted the treasure-fleet, first exa^tin^ the viceroy’s solemn 
assent to an agreement that he should complete his repairs undisturbed 
and remain in full possession of the island until his departure. 

For two days all was good fellowship and exchange of courtesy. 
Englishmen and Spaniard worked rade by side to shift and berth 
the ships. Unarmed Spaniards began to stroll upon the island and 
exchange drinks with the Englishmen who mounted guard over the 
guns. On the third momiug Hawkins was sitting at dinner with a 
Spanish gentleman in the cabin of th&Jes'us when the steward suddenly 
seized the Spaniard’s arm and drew a hidden dagger from his sleeve. 
At that moment a trumpet sounded from the Spanish admirars deck, 
and an act of Jjfeachery almost unexampled in Hie history of civilized 
nations had begun. The fraternizing Spaniards upon the island drew 
concealed weapons and stabbed the Englishmen with whom they had 
been drinking. One hundred and twenty soldiers whom Don Martin 
had secretly fetched from Vera Cruz leaped ashore and took the guns, 
which they turned upon the English ships. A large vessel was hauled 
swiftly against the Mi/nion's side and three hundred boarders swarmed 
upon her decks. 

Hawlrins acted like a maa who had foreseen all from the outset, 
as perhaps he had. Tltf Jesus lay next to the Minim, and with a 
shout of encouragement he led the flagship’s crew to the rescue of his 
consort. The Spaniards were driven overboard and the two ships were 



105 


TRADE BY FORCE Oik ARMS 

warped out into more oj)en water. By time the batteries and all 
the ships were firing furiously, and in spif e of the initial surprise the 
Spanish loss was at least as great as the English. Of the two warships 
which had accompanied the treasure-fleet one was burnt to the water's 
edge and the other reduced to a wreck by gunfire ; and the Spanish 
official statement put their loss in men at between five and sis hundred. 
But, with the island in his enemies’ hands, it was plain to Hawkins 
that he could not stay in the roadstead. Two of his small craft were 
lost, Drake in the Judith had apparently withdrawn already, and the 
liggiag of the Jesm was so cut up that it was necessary to abandon 
her. The decision was hastened by the approach of two blazing 
fireships. The Minion’s men set their sails, all who could crowded 
into her, and the Jesus of Lvbeoh was left with the wounded and the 
dead for the Spaniards to take possession. The total Eng lis h loss was 
three hundred men.^ So ended, for many years to come, the English 
attempt to trade with Spanish America. ■r* 

Outeide the port Hawkins and Drake found under their command 
all that remained of the ^eat emedition. That night they parted 
company — Hawkins says Drake ‘^forsook us in our great misery.” 
His case was indeed deplorable, his ship damaged, short of food and 
water, and overcrowded with survivors from the Jesus. But possibly 
Drake’s condition was no better. The accounts of the action written 
by eyewitnesses practically ignore his share, which was presumably 
not a brihiant one. He never published any defence of his conduct 
in parting company with* Hawkins, neither did the latter bring any 
formal charge against him. Drake reached England on January 20, 
1669. Hawkms appeared five days later, having set one hundred of 
his men ashore in Mexico in order to make it possible for the remainder 
to reach home.® 


(iii) The War of Reprisals 

At the moment when Drake and Hawkins returned with the story 
of their wrongs the English government had in its hands the means 
of a partial redress. Hulip had negotiated a loan with the Italian 
bankers for the payment of his army in the rebellion'^ Netherlands. 
The money was despatched by sea, and the vessels carrying it were 
chased into Plymouth and other English ports by a swarm of Huguenot 
privateers. The latter were not disposed to respect the neutrtdity of 
English harbours, and as the only safeguard the Spanish authorities 
consented to the landing of the treasure and its despatch overland to 
the east coast where it was to be re-shipped for the Low Coimtries. 

Drake's statement made some ton ysais late^^iTeio Light on Drake, by Mrs. Z. 
Nnttall, Hakluyt Society, London, 1914, p 161). ^ut tins number inoludes the men 
landed in Meiioo and those who died on the way home. 

• The standard En^h aeoomt of this affair is in Corbotl’s Drake, i. 00-117. The 
Spanish version will be found in 0. i'emandoz Dnro, La Armada Invencible, Madrid, 
1 i n 
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The conduct of the EnglishKovemment was already causing misgivings 
as to the fate of this tieasu^when first a rumour and then the certainty 
of Hawkins’ disaster became known. At the same time another 
interesting fact slipped out — ^that the loan was not complete until the 
Italians ^ould have delivered the money ifi Antwerp. Elizabeth 
saw her opportunity and acted upon it. The treasure, being yet ia 
England, was not legally Philip’s property ; and the queen prevailed 
upon the original owners to change their purpose and lend it to her. 
So, in effect, did Elizabeth make herself the arch-privateer of her time. 
The example was not lost upon her subjects. 

Between modem states such an insult would cause instant war. 
But Philip II., as time was to show, could swallow a great deal of this 
kind of treatment and still patiently seek redress by negotiation and 
underground “ practices ” with prospective rebels and assassins. On 
this occasion there was much talk of proceeding to extremities and much 
embargoing «f merchantman and seizure of private property. Then 
the whole matter was gradually allowed to drop, Elizabeth remaining 
in possession of the treasure. 

In the meantime many shipmasters from the western seaports 
began to follow in Hawkins’ track to the Indies, although with very 
different plana of operation. "Where the great merchant, with his 
system of understandings with influential Spaniards and his command 
of secret information, had failed, it was idle for lesser men to esyect 
success. Thote who came after Mm looked rather to the example of 
the French adventurers who had terrorizedp-the Indies since the days 
of Francis I. They sought their profit in private warfare and the 
undisguised emplo^ent of force. Among these men Francis Drake 
speedily rose to the foremost place, thanks to the audacity of Ms mind 
and the breadth of his vision, wMch enabled him whilst only the 
captain of a privateer to view the Spanish empire with the eye of a 
great general, to study its weak spots, and to plan Ms attacks accord- 
ingly, as if he had the whole resources of a nation at Ms back. "Whilst 
other adventurers were content to haunt the coasts of the Main and the 
islands and to snap up such prizes as chance sent in their way, Drake 
did something more. In two voyages, in 1670 and 1671, he devoted 
himself to a .study of the great treasure-route by wMoh the silver of 
Peru found its way to the coffers of •Seville. He obtained detailed 
information of the sMpment of tMs wealth from Peru to Panama, 
its conveyance across the Isthmus on the backs of mules to Nombre 
de Dios, its concentration there in anticipation of the arrival of the 
plate fleet from Spain, and the precautions for its safeguard on its last 
stage across the Atlantic. Nombre de Dios, he decided, was the vital 
spot in tMs long line of communications, and he reconnoitred Nombre 
de Dios imtil he knew evefj. street and house and open space witMn 
its walls. According -to a romantic story related by Ms enemies he 
visited the place in person in the guise of a Spaniard. He sought out 
also a secret harbour in the recesses of the Gulf of Darien, never entered 
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by Spaniards yet secure from every tempestrand abounding in game and 
fruit. Suob was Drake’s employment in Ti70 and tke following year, 
and whilst following it he paid expenses by taking toU of the snipping 
on the Spanish Main. 

In 1672 he sailed to s^ttaok the treasure-route in earnest. With two 
small vessels and seventy-three men, of whom only one was over 
thirty years of age, he made a quick passage to the hidden harbour. 
Here he found that some of his last year’s crew had told the secret, 
and James Ranse, another adventurer, joined him in the port and 
asked to be taken into partnership. Together they made Hieir pre- 
parations, fitting together three pinnaces which Drake had brought 
in pieces from England. They sailed along the coast to within strilong 
distance of Nombre de Dios, then, leaving Ranse and a few men to 
guard the ships, Drake went on with the remainder to surprise “ the 
treasure house of the world.” He entered Nombre de Dios an hour 
before dawn, dividing his force into two bodies which made their way 
to their allotted stations with as much certainty as if they had been 
marching through the streets of Plymouth. The Spaniards whom 
they met became panic-stricken, and after a short skirmish fled through 
the landward gate into the country. Speed was now essential to 
success. The invaders broke into a treasure-house where they saw 
360 tons of silver stacked in bars. But Drake was intent on more 
precious booty. A delay occurred in forcing an entry into the store- 
house of gold and pearls. The day was beginning to break, many 
Spaniards who had been asleep at their first appearance were mustering 
in the streets, and at the ciimcal moment Drake fell senseless from a 
wound he had received at the first onslaught. His men would stay 
no longer. They carried him to the boats, and all returned empty- 
handed to the squadron. The unlucky accident of his wound had 
alone deprived him of success. 

For Drake in the flush of his youth there was no such word as failure. 
The stream of Spanish wealth was passing within a hundred miles of 
his hiding-place and he was determined to dip his fingers in it. James 
Ranse went home, content with what he had gained by the plunder 
of the coastal shipping. Drake entered into relations wilh the Maroons 
{Oima/rones, hill-dwellers), negroes who had escaped from Spanish 
servitude and taken Indian mves in the interior. A strong tribe of 
these warlike savages dwelt in the country between Panama and 
Nombre de Dios. They promised to guide him to a spot from which 
the treasure trains might be ambushed as they crossed the Isthmus, 
but they warned him that five months must elapse ere the attempt 
would be possible, because the Spaniards moved no treasure during 
the rainy season. In the interval Drake lurked in the uiiknown 
inlets of the Darien coast, making expeditions from time to time along 
the Main in order to keep his men in training. He captured much 
shipping, and his little force sustained severe casualties. His brother, 
John Drake, was killed whilst boarding a Spanish ship. Another 
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brother, Joseph, died of f(fver. When the time came for the inland 
march he oomd spare but lighteen men for the attempt. 

It was on this march that he and John Oxenham climbed the tree 
from which they could see both Atlantic and Pacific Oceans at once. 
Guided by the Maroons they reached the trefisure-road and planted 
their ambush not far from the city of Panama itself. Once more 
success eluded them. A solitary Spaniard passed along the road 
before the treasure-train came up. A movement amongst the raiders 
excited his suspicions, which he reported to the treasure guard ; and 
when a train of mules appeared and Drake’s men sprang exultantly 
upon them it was only to ^d them loaded with baggage of little value, 
the gold having been kept back until the trap was sprung. A fi g h ting 
retreat to the coast was followed by another period of waiting. Then 
Drake tried once more, within sight of Nombre de Dios. By this time 
a French rover had joined forces with him, and together they took a 
rich train ceataining as much gold as they could carry. This, with 
the other booty, was enough. After an absence of fifteen months 
Drake came home to Pl 3 rmouth with thirty survivors of his seventy- 
three, and his ships ballasted with treasure. 

He had acted m reprisal for the damages he had sustained at San 
Juan de Ulua. But the extent of his depredations had been such 
that the English government could not publicly support him without 
being obliged in decency to hand back to Spain the excess of his gains 
over his ori^al losses. They had no intention of doing this, and 
Drake therefore found it expedient to retire-from the public view for a 
season. He passed the next few years in obscurity, probably in 
government service in Ireland, in which country he is next heard of 
m 1676. 

Other adventurers attempted to repeat his successes in the Indies. 
John Oxenham, who had served in the voyage of 1672, sailed again in 
1675 to strike another blow at the treasure-route. He concealed his 
ship in an inlet of the Darien coast, marched his whole company over 
the Isthmus, and constructed a pinnace on the Pacific side. With 
this he captured two treasure-laden prizes making the voyage from 
Peru to Panama. But on his return march to the Atlantic he was 
surprised by -a Spanish force which had set off in pursuit. He and 
aU his men were taken as prisoners tc Panama. Here the majority 
were summarily executed as pirates, but Oxenham and three others 
were sent down to Lima, the capital of Peru, to undergo extended ex- 
aminations in the hope that they would ^ve valuable information. 
The Inquisition took them out of the hands of the civil authorities, 
reconciled them to the Catholic Church on the understanding that 
their lives were to be spared, and " released ” them again to the lay 
judges, who promptly hangSd them.^ An^ew Barker of Bristol con- 
tinued the English trode with the Canaries, unaffected by what had 
happened in the west, until 1576. In that year his factor, ship and 
1 Nem Light on Draht, pp. 2-3. 
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goods were suddenl 7 seized by tbe ecclesiastical autborities. “In 
recompense for whiob injury, for tbat no ( uit prevadetb against the 
Inquisition of Spain,” he sailed in 1676 with, two barks on a privateer- 
ing venture to the Main and the Isthmus. He captured a certain 
amount of treasure in ^he neighbourhood of Cartagena and Nombre 
de Dios, failed to get into touch with the Maroons, and then passed 
on to the coast of Honduras. Here a mutiny broke out, and the 
malcontents set their captain and his adherents on shore. He was stiU 
negotiating with the mutineers for his reinstatement when he was 
surprised and slain by a Spanish force. After further misfortunes 
the survivors of the expedition came home, and the ringleaders of the 
mutiny were imprison^ for their oSences. 

The plan of strUring at the treasure-route by way of the Isthmus 
of Panama had now become hackneyed, and Drake’s original and 
strategic mind conceived a new method of attaining the same object. 
This was to penetrate into the South Sea by the Straits #f Magellan ; 
and if the route to-day appears an obvious one, it must be remembered 
that it was not so in the sixteenth century. Some sixty years had 
passed smce the discovery of the Strait. During the earlier part of 
that time two commanders only had succeeded, with enormous casu- 
dties, in following Magellan’s track; several others had tried and 
failed to surmount the dangers of the navigation. Then for a generation 
the Strait had been unvisited by civilized man. It was still believed 
that the land to the south of it was the northern extremity of a continent 
larger than America ; and. the Spanish officials, searching in a panic 
for information in 1679, had to turn to a writing of 1863 as the latest 
authority upon the subject. Drake, therefore, in planning the voyage, 
was doing the thin g which his enemies, with all their suspicions aroused, 
least expected him to do. 

From all but the queen and a few other persons he concealed hie true 
intention. There were now in English politics a peace party and a 
war party, BurgUey and the weightier part of the mercantile interest 
inclining to the former, Walsingham and Leicester leading the latter. 
The war party hoped, by loosing Drake to commit unheard-of depreda- 
tions in the west, to force on a decision by arms of the questions which 
were hnlding the world in suspense. For the moment the queen 
was with them. She gave Drake her commission to carry out hia 
plan, yet witii her eye ever on a way of retreat in case of failure she 
did not openly avow her action, and even attempted to keep her weU- 
tried minister Burghley in ignorance of what was toward. Burghley, 
however, knew all. Thomas Doughty, a man high in Drake’s con- 
fidence, betrayed the whole programme of the voyage to the minister. 
The latter was aghast at its probable consequences, foreboding nothing 
less than the ruin of his country. He> realised that in the pre- 
vailing temper of the court protest wo'^d be...usdess. He therefore 
acquiesced in silence ; but Thomas Doughty took passage in the fleet 
as a gentleman adventurer and — whether on Butghley’s express 
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instructions or not we cajinot say — did all in his power to ruin 
the project. 

Drake sailed on December 13, 1577, with three armed ships— the 
Pelican, 100 tons, the Elizabelh, 80, and the Marigold, 30 — and two 
auxiliary vessels. His crews were enlisted for voyage to Alexandria, 
and it was not until they were far out at sea that their commander 
disclosed the real objective of the expedition. During the passage 
southwards through the Atlantic Thomas Doughty gave considerable 
trouble by his overbearing manners and his assumption of authority. 
His whole conduct gave warrant to the suspicion that he regarded 
himself as the representative of an interest inimical to Drake and that 
he was certain of powerful baoldng at home. The seamen believed, 
from words that he let faU, that bad weather which dogged the 
expedition was duQ to his occult practices, his “ conjm'ing ” as he 
caUed it. As they neared the dreaded Straits he became open in his 
preaching of«discontent, telling Drake publicly that to go on was 
wantonly to sacrifice the lives of all. But he had mistaken the man he 
had to deal with. At Port St. Julian, the last resting place before 
entering the Straits, Drake brought him to trial before a jury of forty 
men chosen impartially from all the crews. The precise wording of 
the indictment is not recorded, but that the court found him guilty 
of mutinous conduct there is no doubt. He received his death sentence 
with composure, took the communion with Drake, and afterwards 
dined with him in remembrance of the days when they had been 
bosom friends. Then with a prayer for thenoueen and the success of 
the voyage he laid his head on the block and the axe ended his life. 
The inner history of his treason has never come to light ; but all the 
circumstances forbid the belief that his attempt to stop the expedition 
was due to any personal dread of the hardships in prospect. 

Before entering the Straits Drake destroyed the two victuallers, 
which had now served their puroose, and went forward with Ms three 
warships alone, after changmg the Pelican’s name to the Golden Hind. 
He passed the Straits in seventeen days, and only then did the full 
terrors of this abandoned region assert themselves. The most violent 
hurricane any man of them had seen drove them south-westwards. 
The Jfon^roZd. went down with all hands. The two surviving ships 
had no sooner regained the coast thap another storm parted them, 
driving the Elizabeth into the mouth of the Straits and the Golden EM 
far to the south and east. The EUzaheih, commanded by John Winter, 
went back through the Straits and home to England. Drake in the 
course of this second buffeting discovered that there was no southern 
continent, but that the waters of Atlantic and Pacific met beyond 
Cape Horn “in a most large and free scope.” The weather now 
moderated, and with his singljp ship he sailed northwards up the South 
American coast. ^ 

Doughty had betrayed the voyage to Burghley, but n on e had 
betrayed it to Spain. Although there had been ample time for warning 
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to reaoli Peru by way ol the West Indies — ^it was now December, 1578 
— Drake fell upon the Spanish settlements hke a bolt from the blue. 
At Valparaiso, Arica, Callao and intermediate places he took prizes 
and treasure from men who had no inkling of his approach. At the 
last-named place he ha4,newa of a ship crammed with riches which had 
just departed for Panama. Pushing on in hot pursuit he took her, 
unarmed and unsuspecting, in a sea in which no flag but that of Spain 
had ever flown before. In all these proceedings Drake acted as a 
tegular commander bearing a commission from his sovereign. He 
told many persona that he had .this commission, and Don Francisco 
de Xarate, one of his prisoners, actually saw it.^ Certainly no pirate 
in the world’s history ever acted as he did. He committed no wanton 
damage to property, he released aU his prisoners, some of them so 
prematurely that ms own interests suffered by the information they 
gave, and he accomplished the whole raid without taking the life of a 
single Spaniard. He told Xarate that the only man to ■w^om he bore 
ill-wiU was Don Martin Enriquez, the author of the massacre at San 
Juan de Ulua. If he could catch him, he said, he would show him how 
a gentleman should keep his word. 

The further history of the expedition shows that plunder was not 
its sole object. At the time Drake had left England Frobisher was 
probing the north-west for a passage to the Pacific. Drake now 
sought for the western end of this strait. Authorities differ as to the 
latitude he reached ; it was certainly not higher than 48° N. Then 
contrary winds and increasing cold forced him to desist from the 
attempt'. He ran southwards to fie neighbourhood of San Francisco 
and stayed a month to refit his ship in a region which he named New 
Albion. Here the natives were feiendly and the country inviting. 
The idea of colonization was beginning to make headway in England, 
and Drake had very distinot visions of returning to found a permanent 
settlement on this coast. Certain phrases in oontemporary documents 
suggest that discovery with this object in view was at the outset a 
principal purpose of the voyage.® The immensity of the booty obtained 
has tended -to obscure this intention. Leaving the Californian coast 
in July, 1679, the Ooldm Hind was now headed across the Pacific in 
order to gain further commercial information and complete the voyage 
by the circumnavigation of the globe. In the Moluccas or Spice 
Mands the voyagers entered into friendly negotiations with the 
Sultan of Temate, a sworn enemy of the Portuguese. The uncharted 
eastern archipelago was full of perils, and the ship narrowly escaped 
destruction on a reef upon which she stuck fast for twenty hours. 
After such adventures the tedious passage home by the Cape of Good 
Hope was almost an anti-chmax. It occupied a full six months, and 
so hardened had the survivors become _fhat only one man died in 
this part of the voyage, a most unusuarcircuBjstance in those days. 
Oq September 26, 1580, the Golden Hind entered Pl3rmouth Sound 
^ Siw Light OH Drake, p. 209. ° Ibid. p. 386. 



112 A SHOE,T HISTORY 01 EEITISH EXPA^ISION 

with the richest lading thal^any ship had ever brought into an English 
port. 

The consequences of the exploit belong to the history of the Spanish 
War which, although delayed for five years yet, became inevitable 
from the day of Drake’s return. As in the West Indies, so in the South 
Sea Drake had followers and imitators. In 1586 Thomas Cavendish, 
a Sufiolk squire, sailed with three ships, passed the Straits without 
great loss, and took much treasure in the Pacific. He had to fight 
harder for his booty than Drake had done, the Spaniards having 
taken some measures for the defence of the Pacific coast. Cavendish 
also circumnavigated the globe and returned in 1588. His success 
was largely due to good fortune, for as a commander he fell far short of 
Drake. His second venture to the same regions in 1691 was disastrous. 
With four ships and a pinnace, and John Davis the Arctic explorer as 
his second-in-command, he entered the Straits of Magellan, but failed 
to efiect thei*passage. After parting company with Davis he changed 
his purpose and attempted to round the Cape of Good Hope. Failing 
again, he abandoned the voyage and died on the way home, bitterly 
accusing Davis of deserting him. The actual fact was that he had 
deserted Davis, who continued the struggle against nature m the 
Straits in ignorance of his chief’s change of plans. Davis only gave 
up the attempt after suSering frightful hardships, and his constancy 
is attested by the fact that he arrived home with but fifteen survivors 
of his original crew of seventy-six. Other expeditions had no better 
fortune. John Chidley or Chudle^h sailed for the Pacific in 1589. 
Of his three ships two reached the Straits, but failed to penetrate to the 
Sopth Sea. He himself died in the attempt. In 1593 again. Sir 
Bachard Hawkins, son of Sir John, reached the west coast of South 
America but was defeated and captured in an action with superior 
Spanidi forces. This voyage was the last of the privateering ventures 
to the Pacific, revealing as it did that the Spaniards were at length 
taking sufifioient precautions for the defence of their treasure-route. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE PUSH TO THE EAST 

(i) The Approach to Asia by Land 

The peace party and the war party in Elizabethan politinH were unt. 
mere f actions de crying one anothaPs motives for. the sakei olpsolitioal 
power, , . They were the organa of expression of two different schools 
ot ihought reaching deep ' the fpnndatipns^ of t he nalapnal 

hfe and each’ equally intent upon the same goal, the ejcpansion of their 
.country’s interests through the world. Their difference was one of 
linethod rather than of ideal. Drake and his disciples looked forth 
f upon a world wherein the two favoured nationi’of the GKurch of Rome 
olaune'd an exclusive ihonbp'dly’df all' the harvest of discovery. The 
material claim was the 'embo dime nt of the reli^ous ; the counter- 
reformation had issued its challenge 'and' 'was’matuSng its plans for the 
subjection of Christendom. To me more ardent spirits this state of 
affairs was an intolerable wrong which must be fought immediately 
and at aU costs. By force of arms al one, as it s eemed to them, could 
the world be made a fit place for free, men to dwSi'in ; and upon 
England alone f^ the task of heading the crusade for liberty. Cooler 
and more conservative minds viewed the matter differently. Looking 
back upon their country’s history, they saw that she had never yet 
waged a successful offensive war. They denied that an inevitable 
defensive war was immediately to be thrust upon them ; with tact 
and statecraft it might be postponed or altogether avoided. In the 
meantime, they argued, let England grow rich by all peaceful methods 
of expansion. Let her leave lie tropic seas to their first discoverers 
and seek a route of her own to the riches of the east. More and more 
she was becoming the producer of the staple articles of world-commerce. 
Once let her find an unassailable avenue for her shipping to exploit her 
productions and she might Eve in sbKd state, the equS and more of 
her southern rivals, rich and strong to resist all attaclm. Granted only 
Me existence of an alternative route to Asi^, thiapontention of ih-epnace 
/^rty was a sound.on e ; and upon the discovery of that to.u.te..±heir 
oapitaE sts and th eir pioneers. er^ehded'Ss'ifiuch effort as did the armed, 
traders and the pnvateers whose exploitsjza, have. just considesed. 

W -i' 7 ' - ^ , 
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The Muscovy Company, never forgetting that its original object 
had been the discovery of Cathay, was the first to take up the task. 
In the person of Anthony Jenkinson, a merchant who had travelled 
widely in the Levant and secured favours from the Sultan,, it found a 
worthy successor to Eichard Chancellor both as fexplorer and amlpassa- 
dor. Jenkinson sailed for Eussia in 1B67, and immediately obtained 
the confidence of the Tsar. Ivan IV. was at that moment at the turn- 
ing-point of hia career, about to enter upon the downward path which 
earned him the surname of the Terrible. Hitherto he had been an 
enlightened despot, leading his people to the conquest of their encircling 
enemies and to the adoption of ideas from the more civilized west. 
Henceforward hia nature degenerated until he ended his life in 1584 
as an insane tyrant, drenching his country in unnecessary bloodshed 
and losing one by one the fruits of his earlier successes. During this 
gloomy time the English would certainly have lost their commercial 
footing in EdBtia had it not been for the diplomatic genius of Anthony 
Jenkinson. The latter’a first exploits, however, were in the field of 
exploration. 

In the spring of 1668 Jenkinaon and two other Englishmein departed 
from Moscow with Ivan’s safe-conduct to'reconnoitre the approach 
to Cathay through the region which our modem maps namp. Turkestan. 
It was the road by which Marco Polo and other mediaeval travellers 
had reached their goal from the Levant, and the English hoped that by 
striking it at right angles from the north they might divert to their 
Y/Hte Sea terminus some of the diminished stream of commerce which 
still flowed westwards to Aleppo and Beyrout. Following the water- 
ways faom Moscow Jenkinson and his companions came to Kazan, and 
then journeyed by the Volga southwards through a Tartar country 
to its outflow into the Caspian Sea. Here stood the city of Astrakhan, 
recently conquered by the Tsar and now the outpost of his possessions. 
At Astrakhan they obtained a vessel fit for navigation in the Cfl.apia.Ti . 
In her they skirted the northern shores of the sea and after a month’s 
voyage landed in Koshak Bay. They were now in wild lands inhabited 
only by predatory peoples without settled government. Joining a 
caravan of native merchants they set forward tmough a desolate country 
and came, after many adventures, to Hrgendj. They found the people 
much impoverished by continual wars,* and little trade to he done. 
Another journey through a desert oountiy, in which they heat o& robber 
bands and endured much hunger and thirst, brought them to Bokhara. 
Here Jenkinson abode three months, learning much concerning the 
mercantile conditions of the East. He found that owing to the anarchy 
which was now chronic in Central Asia it was impossible to push on to 
India or China. He therefore returned by the way he had come, 
arriviug at Moscow ift 1659*«id sailing for England in the followiug 
year. •* 

The knowledge gained m Jenkmson’s first expedition pointed to 
Persia as the most promising terminus for the Company’s overland 
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trade-route. The Tsar was quite alive to the advantages he might 
draw from a rich trade pa.ssing in this manner tlirough his dominions. 
He approved the project, appointed an ambassador of his own to go 
into Persia with Jenkinson, and set the latter forward from Moscow 
once more in 1562, Jenkinson descended the ^'olga and sailed down 
the western shore of the Caspian Sea, landi^ at the Persian town of 
Shabran. Ho was well received by a vassal prince, and j oumeyed inland 
to Kazbin where the Shah then dwelt. The time, however, was un- 
favourable for the realization of his scheme. A peace between Persia 
and Turkey had just ended a long period of hostilities, and the Shn.Ti 
was not disposed to offend his new aUy the Sultan by diverting the flow 
of trade from the Levant to the north. Jenkinson therefore failed to 
secure the concessions he sought, although the Shah allowed him to 
depart with a considerable quantity of merchandise. 

Jenkinson gtill clung to the Persian project, although he made no 
more expeditions in person. In 1664 he despatched three Englishmen 
who traded in the outlying regions of Persia. The people, however, 
became hostile, and murdered the leader of the expedition. In the 
voyage of 1565 Arthur Edwards reached Kazbin and found that the 
Shah was now better disposed towards the English. Edwards obtained 
a substantial grant of privileges, although they were seldom in practice 
respected. In the fourth voyage (1668-9) Lawrence Chapman travelled 
extensively in Persia but reported that the trade was firmly engrossed 
by Turks and Armenians from the Levant. Nevertheless the Company 
persevered, despatching in 1669 twelve Enghshmen and forty Eussians 
under Thomas Bannister and Geoffrey Ducket. This expedition 
remained some years in Persia, accumulating a large quantity of 
valuable goods. Ducket, the senior merchant who survived, returned 
in 1573. In the Caspian Sea ho was captured by pirates after a plucky 
defence in which all the En^shmen were wounded. Eobbed of every- 
thing he arrived at Astrakhan, whose governor made haste to send out a 
force against the pirates. The latter were defeated and some £6000 
worth of goods recovered of a lading which had been worth from 
£30,000 to £4.0,000. A further loss occurred by shipwreck in the 
Volga; but the attractive possibilities of the Persian trade were 
evidenced by the fact that after all these misfortunes there was no 
actual loss on the whole voyage. The last Persian expedition set out 
in 1679. On arrival in the regions where the English had 'been ac- 
customed to trade it found aU in confusion. A TurMsh army occupied 
the frontier provinces, and communication with the interior was cut 
off. In these circumstances there was nothing for it but to retire, and 
after doing some small trade by permission of the Turkish leaders the 
merchants returned to Eussia. The Muscovy Company now definitely 
abandoned its overland traffi.c*with Asia. 

It was at this time that the London merchants were seeking to revive 
the sea traffic between England and the Levant, and it is evident that 
there were some ambitious spirits who hoped to make the new Turkey 
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Company (incorporated in 1B81) the basis of a direct English trade with 
India through Syria and the Persian Gulf. The eight years’ wandering 
of Ealph Pitch in Southern Asia (1683-91) resulted in the acquisition 
of much detailed information concerning all the lands between Palestine 
and Siam, but his rep-orts proved fmrly conclusively that the obstacles 
to an overland trade were insuperable. 

(ii) The North West Passage 

Since the voyage of John Eut in 1527 no English expedition had 
made a definite attempt to discover a passage to Asia by the north- 
west. The records of the early expeditions to this region had perished. 
Eiohard Hakluyt, the great historian of our maritime enterprise in the 
latter part of Elizabeth’s reign, could find only Sebastian Cabot’s 
bombastic accounts of his own achievements, wherein he stated 
that he had discovered the Passage and had only b<en prevented 
from following it by a mutiny of his crew. Hakluyt knew nothing 
of the Anglo-Portuguese voyages from Bristol in 1501-5, and had 
only a verbal tradition of Eut’s expedition, which did not even 
preserve the name of the explorer. Since that time Jacques Cartier 
of St. Malo had explored and charted the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and 
Newfoundland had been proved to be an island, but the maps still 
gave fanciful representations of the coasts further to the north. Green- 
land was not known to be a separate country from Norfh America, and 
purely imaginary lands ssuch as Frisland and Estotiland were set down 
under the mfluence of the apochiyphal adventures of the Zeni, first 
published in 1668. 

As the need for an English route to Asia became more pressing men 
began to look to this unknown north-west as the quarter which would 
provide a solution of their difficulty. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in an 
interval between military service in Erance and Ireland, meditated 
deeply on the matter. His conclusions, however, were only published 
ten years after he wrote them,^ appearing from the press in 1576 as 
the Disccmrse in which he sought to prove the existence of the Passage : 
(1) By authority, i.e, by quotations from classical, mediaeval and 
renaissanbe philosophers and geographers. (2) By reason, appealing 
to various considerations Buch<as the fauna of America and the accepted 
theory of the tides and ocean currents. (3) By experience, based upon 
the stories of Sebastian Cabot and other explorers. (4) By circumstance, 
i.e. by the citation of historical accounts of " Indiana ” having at 
divers times been^ driven upon the coasts of Germany, the which 
Indians could only have arrived by the North West Passage. Much of 
Gilbert’s reasoning and his estimation of the value of his authorities 
were puerile in the extreme. That partpf it which was sound tended 
only to prove that America was an island, a cirqpmstance which he took 
for granted as implying the existence of a navigable channel between 
^ W. O. Gosling, Zife of Sir HMmiihrey QUberl, London, 1911, p. 69. 
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it and eastern Asia. Like Robert Tbome forty years earlier he had 
little conception of the reahtiea of Arctic navigation. The Disaowse 
was Gilbert’s only contribution to the solution of the north-west 
problem, for the famous voyage in which he lost his life in 1583 was 
undertaken as a colonizing venture. The fact? that he is commonly 
regarded as one of our north-western pioneers is an instance of the 
power of attraction so often possessed by a celebrated name. 

A more practical worker in the same field existed at this time in the 
person of Michael Lok, a man whose efforts to serve his country have 
never secured the recognition they deserve. The son of a knight and 
alderman of London, he served Ms apprenticeship as a Merchant 
Adventurer at Antwerp. Then he spent many years in wandering 
about Europe and the Levant, and at the beginning of Ehzabeth’s 
reign returned to London and obtained emplo 3 rment as an agent of the 
Muscovy Company. In the course of his travels he had spent much 
money on tb» acquisition of books and charts, and had accumulated 
“ a ream of notes ” by which, like Gilbert, he persuaded himself of 
the existence of the Passage. For many years he found no opportunity 
of furthering the design. Then in 1574 he fdl m with Martin Frobisher, 
a sea-oaptam whom he had known in his youth. Frobisher also, 
he found, was an enthusiast for the north-western discovery, and the 
two decided to join forces in the quest. 

By the terms of their widely drawn charters the Muscovy Company 
were the monopolists of all trade with Asia by the north. Although 
they had never made an expedition to ther north-west they at first 
declined to grant permission to Frobisher to do so. Frobisher, however, 
made interest at court and put his case before the Privy Council. 
The latter, under Lord Burghley’s direction, wrote a strong letter to 
the Company which then abated its claims and gave Frobisher a free 
hand. At the same time Lok quitted the Company’s service in order 
to devote aU his energies to the new project. With great difidoulty 
the two partners raised sufficient money at court and in the city to 
equip two small vessels for a voyage in 1576, Lok advancing nearly 
half the cost from his own purse. With these ships, the Gabriel and 
the MicJuxel of 25 tons each, Frobisher set sail, arriving at what is now 
called Baffin Land with the Gdbrid only. Here he entered a deep gulf 
which still bears his name. In reality it was a ml de sac, but he was 
convinced from various indications that it was a passage between 
America and Asia. He had now only thirteen men left, five having 
been captured by the Eskimos, and without pursuing tiie discovery 
further he came home to announce that the North West Passage was 
found. 

The news created a great sensation, and the mercantile party in 
London hastened to suppoft the project in full confidence that a 
valuable trade would wsult. Subscriptions of capital came in more 
freely, and the pacific nature of the undertaldng obtained for it the 
support of Lord Burghley, Before the end of 1576 the queen granted'. 
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a charter of mcorporation constituting the original adventurers the 
Company of Cathay with full monopoly rights in the new trade. 
Michael Lok became governor and Frobisher admiral, each with a 
grant of one per cent, of all merchandise to be imported by way of their 
Passage. Preparatioj^s were put in hand for a trading expedition to 
Cathay in the following year. Before it could set sail a new circum- 
stance arose which altered the intentions of the promoters. A piece 
of ore brought home by one of the seamen in the first voyage showed 
traces of gold on being assayed. The explorers declared that large 
quantities of this mineral were lying close to the shores of their strait. 
Bemembering what the Spaniards had found in Mexico and Peru, 
the shareholders jumped to the conclusion that they were the owners 
of a rich gold mine. They instructed Frobisher to lade his largest ship 
with the ore and to prospect for further deposits.^ Only if these failed 
was he to proceed with the discovery of Cathay. ' 

With these orders Frobisher sailed again in 1577 Jiaving under 
his command the Aid of 200 tons, belonging to the queen, together 
with the two small craft of the previous voyage. The fact that the 
queen was now an investor showed the favourable opinion held upon 
the prospects of the undertaking. The expedition returned to the 
supposed strait found in the previous year, sighting on the way the 
shores of Greenland, which the explorers took to be the legendary 
Frisland. They took in some two hundred tons of mineral, not, 
however, at the same spot as that which produced the original sample, 
and without attempting, further discoveries sailed for England at the 
end of the Arctic summer. The arrival of this quantity of ore raised 
excitement to fever-pitch. London provided no facilities for wholesale 
smelting, and pendmg the construction of furnaces the goldsmiths 
continued to assay samples and to vie with one another in their declara- 
tions of the wealth of the discovery. It was perhaps the first of the 
great speculating manias in our history, and although the amount of 
floating capital in the country was in those days infinitesimally small 
the stock of the Company had swollen to £20,000 by the spring of 1678. 

In May of that year, although the precise value of the ore was stiU 
undetermined, Frobisher sailed for the third time with fifteen ships, 
the largest English squadron which had ever sailed beyond the coasts 
of Europe. He took with him Captain Edward Fenton whom he was 
instructed to leave with a hundred men as a permanent garrison to 
repel intruders from the mines. The expedition encountered much 
stormy weather, and the mariners, eager to be away from a dangerous 
coast, collected under the name of gold-ore any rubbish that came to 
their hands. The only discovery effected was the accidental one of 
Hudson’s Strait, which the fleet entered whilst searclfing fqr the 
original Frobisher’s Sound. 

Frobisher led his ships home at t^e"* end qf the year only to find 
that the enterprise, had come to a sjidden and disastrous end. Further 
experiment with jjr© l^d ca^^ohbts upon its value, and although 
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even now no considerable amount of it had been tested a panic set 
in which was quite as violent and unreasonable as the first enthusiasm. 
Lok, as governor and treasurer of the Company, made caUa upon the 
adventurers for further sums with which to carry on the work. They 
refused to part with any more money. Twelvf hundred tons of the 
ore remained derelict at Hartford, where the furnaces were to have 
been set up ; the shipowners and mariners were unpaid ; and the 
Company of Cathay was hopelessly banlmipt two years after its 
inauguration. Frobisher accused Lok of incompetence and malver- 
sation. Lok returned the charge of dishonesty, and with some justice, 
for the admiral on returning from the second voyage had not disclosed 
the fact that his cargoes had not been collected at the place where the 
original sample had been found. Everyone, however, combined to 
lay the blame on Michael Lok, who lost all his fortune and was thrown 
into prison for the Company’s debts. So ended the first Elizabethan 
attempt on tljp problem of the north-west. 

After the lapse of some years the project was revived by Captain 
John Davis, whose career earned him the reputation of being at once 
a great practical seaman and the chief scientific navigator of the 
period. He obtained the support of William Sanderson, a wealthy 
merchant who found most of the necessary funds. Doctor Dee the 
philosopher. Sir Walter Ralegh, and many of the leading shipowners 
of London, Exeter and Dartmouth. In his first voyage in 1685 he 
examined fie western shore of Greenland and then stretched westwards 
to Baffin’s Land (Meta Incognita as it had beeF named since'Frobisher’s 
voyages). Here he entered Cumberland Sound, which he thought to 
be the mouth of the Passage. On his return he told Su: Francis 
Walsingham that “ the North West Passage is a matter nothing 
doubtful.” Sailing again in 1886 he explored the same coasts more 
fully, and rediscovered Hudson’s Strait,, but lost some of his faith in 
Cumberland Sound on a closer examination of its shores. This voyage 
confirmed the nqpression that " the north parts of America are ml 
islands.” His principal achievement was the fruit of his third expe- 
dition (1687). The west-country merchants had now exhausted their 
enthusiasm, and it was with Sanderson’s support alone that Davis 
could obtain the use of three ships. Two of them he was obliged to 
send fishing in order to pay some of ther, expenses of the voyage. In 
the third, a small and leaky pinnace, he pushed northwards up the 
great strait between Greenland and America. At a point which he 
named “ Sanderson his hope ” he reached the latitude of 72® 12' N. 
and saw the sea open to the north and west. A gale drove him back, 
after which he rediscovered Frobisher’s Sound and noted “ the furious 
overfall of the tide ” at the entrance to Hudson’s Strait, a fact which 
seemed significant to him of the existence of a large sea to the westward. 

The Spanish war preoluded‘?urther attempts to follow up this clue, 
but Davis had done the best work yet accomplished in this region. 
He charted accurately all the coasts whitffi he visited, cleared up the 
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oonfuBion hitherto existing between Greenland, “ Erisland,” Labrador 
and Baffin Land,^ and fonnd four distinct openings, any of which, he 
claimed, might be the sought-for passage. Modem discovery has 
proved that two of them are actually channels leading clear round the 
north of America, althpugh so choked with ice as not to be avoilable 
for navigation. 

(iii) The true Road to Asia 

The final push to the east by the only practicable route, the Cape 
of Good Hope and the Indian Ocean, grew out of the Spanish war, with 
its revelation of a state of affairs incredible to the landsmen but long 
recognised by the forward school of seamen, the impotence of Spain 
and Portugal to make good their world-monopoly. With the con- 
clusion of Davis’ explorations the party of peaceful expansion had to 
admit that their northern passage, however much’ they might believe 
in its existence, had yet eluded their search. At the same time the 
course of events had settled over their heads the question of peace or 
war. Eor good or ill England was at war with the world-powers, and 
so the merchants who still thirsted for an Asiatic trade despatched their 
expeditions to the south and east, and we hear no more of the North 
West Passage for fifteen years to come. 

As early as 1641 the English government had asked permission for 
its merchants to accompany the Portuguese to Calicut to buy spices 
for English consumption, and had submitted to the inevitable refusal. 
The English connection vs^th the Guinea coast, had it been permanently 
establi^ed, would have furthered the larger project. The chief natural 
difficulty was the length of the voyage, necessitating an equipment for 
which English resources were judged inadequate. The Portuguese 
met this by carrying their trade in huge carracks of three or four times 
the tonnage of tiie largest English merchantmen. Then came Drake’s 
voyage of circumnavigation with its proof that a light, swift-sailing 
Bnglm galleon could safely traverse the seas in which the great 
carracks commonly lost half their crews by the diseases of the long 
tropic passage. Drake also brought information of the hostility of 
some of the native powers in the Moluccas towards the Portuguese. 
These circumstances resulted in the despatch of the only expemtion 
intended for a trading voyage to the east prior to the declaration of 
war. 

In effect this voyage was something of a compromise between the 
aims of the two great parties in the national policy. Its backers 

^This coufuaion, arising from the lack of any aoonrate method of determining 
longitude, renders it extremely difficult to arrive at a clear impression pf northern 
discoveiy in the sixteenth century. Coasts already visited and vaguely charted 
were redisoovered as something new and assigned different positions by subsequent 
navigators. The same name was applied to different lands by sucoesrive geogra^ers. 
“ Qieenlond ’’ had two and possibly three distinLtrsigni&oations. When Davis began 
his explorations he was evidently under the impression that Srobisher’s discovery had 
been on the east coast of the true Greenland. See Sir 0. R. Markham, it/e of Jolvn 
Davis, London, 1889. 
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included some who had financed Prohisher and others who had sup- 
ported Drake. Its commander was Edward Penton, one of Frobisher’s 
men, hut amongst the officers were some who had gone round the 
world with Drake. The instructions given to Penton were very 
explicit. He was to sail by the Cape of Good^Hope to the Moluccas, 
and not to pass through the Straits of Magellan either going or returning 
“ except upon great occasion incident.” On his homeward voyage ho 
might attempt the North West Passage from the Pacific side provided 
he did not pass northward of 40°. He was not on any accoimt to 
plunder the property of the queen’s friends or allies, a designation which 
at the time of sailing included Spain and Portugual, and he was to 
trade in strict honesty and courtesy with the nations of the east. 

With these orders Fenton sailed from Southampton in May, 1582, 
having under his command the galleon Leicester of 400 tons and three 
other vessels. He touched first at the coast of Guinea and then stood 
over to Brazil. Here he stayed some time trading with the Portuguese 
colonists and seeking information about the Straits of Magellan, through 
which, in spite of his instructions, it was his intention to pass. While 
he was still hesitating to continue the voyage three Spanish ships, 
part of an exj)edition despatched to fortify and garrison the Straits, 
fell upon him in a Brazilian harbour. In the action which ensued one 
Spaniard was sunk, the English receiving little damage. Dissensions 
now broke out between Penton and his officers. Two of his ships 
parted company, and the voyage was abandoned without any attempt 
to round the Cape of Good Hope. »> 

Nine years elapsed before the project was renewed. Then the war 
provided two incentives to a revived interest in Asiatic trade. In 
1687 the English captured off the Azores a homeward-bound carrack 
named the Sm Felipe. Besides a cargo worth £108,000 in the money 
of the time she was found to contain documents and charts giving 
fuller information about the trade than any of the English merchants 
had yet obtained. In the following year Thomas Cavendish came home 
from his oircumnavigation, and published a detailed report upon 
China and other eastern countries. 

Again the London merchants set forward an East Indies voyage. 
In 1691 George Raymond and James Lancaster sailed with three well 
found ships. In the passage to the Cape the crews suffered so much 
from scurvy that the commanders sent home one ship with the weaker 
men. Proceeding with the other two, they had barely doubled the 
Cape when Raymond’s vessel went down with all on board in a storm. 
Lancaster continued alone, sailmg up the east coast of Africa and 
thence across to Cape Comorin. Losing many men by sickness ho 
reached the Eastern Archipelago, where he took two Portuguese ships. 
He made his way back to Cevlon, and would have lingered there in the 
hope of a richer pri^ but ms crew insisted on sailing for England. 
On the long voyage round the Cape more men died. The lack of victuals 
made it hopeless to attempt to reach England by a direct passage. 
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Lancaster therefore made for the West Indies to obtain supplies. 
Hardship had rendered the survivors mutinous, and whilst ho was 
ashore wiey carried ofl the ship. He himself with a few companions 
obtained a passage home in a French privateer, arriving in England 
in 1594. The disasters^ of this voyage did not deter him from being 
willing to repeat the attempt. He considered that aU might have been 
weU if he had been able to sail from England at the fit season of the 
year. 

The London adventurers were of the same opinion. The capture 
of another carraok in 1692 with a cargo worth £150,000 stimmated 
their determination to share in the richest trade in the world. In 
1596 they despatched Captain Benjamin Wood with three ships, Sir 
Eobert Dudley taking a principal share in the outlay. Wood was the 
beater of letters from the queen to the emperor of China. Of the 
fate of his expedition no certain news ever came to hand, for not one 
man who sailed with him ever returned. A vague stpry arriving 
through Spanish channels asserted that he captured two rich prizes 
from the Portuguese between Goa and China. Then sickness destroyed 
the expedition until four survivors alone remained. These, following 
possibly in Lancaster’s homeward track, were cast ashore in the West 
Indies. The inhabitants murdered three of them for the treasure 
they carried, and the fourth was poisoned after telling his story to the 
officials of Puerto Hico.^ 

The sufferings and losses of these voyages might well have given all 
concerned a horror of the»undertaking. Nevertheless men were found 
to persevere in it. The Dutch also were beginning to interest them- 
selves. Their first eastern venture sailed in 1595, and between that 
date and 1601 no less than fifteen Dutch expeditions were set forth. 
In 1602 the amalgamation of several minor concerns produced the Dutch 
East India Company, a national institution with a capital of over 
£600,000. The publication in 1595-6 of a great work upon India by 
Jan Huyghen van Linschoten, a Hollander who had lived six years 
at Goa, revealed to the world how insecure was the Portuguese grip 
upon the east. Linschoten’s book was speedily translated into 
English, Latin, German and French. Its effect in England was com- 
plementary to that of Ralph Fitch’s narrative, pubhshed after his 
return in 1591.* » 

Once more London took up the task. In 1599 the sum of £30,000 
was subscribed for the Indian voyage. Some of the promoters, such 
as Thomas Smith and Richard StapCr, were members of the Levant 
Company, which had tried and failed to establish an overland trade 
with India. For diplomatic reasons the government stayed the 
project. Peace with Spain was in prospect, and it was not until the 
negotiations failed that the queen would give her consent. During 

* Sir W. W. Hunter, Uulonj of Jlriiuih India, iioniloa7'lS99, vol. i. xjp. 234-6. 

* Hunter, op. cit. i. 230-2. 
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the dday the views of the adventuiers broadened. They doubled 
their capital and petitioned for a regular grant of incorporation. On 
December 31, 1600, they received Iheir charter, and the East India 
Company, the greatest trading and empire-building corporation in 
our history, entered on its long career. Th^i directors immediately 
set about the purchase of shipping, and early in 1601 Sir James Lan- 
caster sailed with four vessels ranging from 600 to 240 tons. Ere he 
returned from a brilliantly successful voyage Elizabeth was dead, and 
a new era in English expansion had begun. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ELIZABBTHAJSr ATTEMPTS AT COLONIZATION 

Although under Henry VIT. there had been in BTi£lB.nd an interest 
in discovery, and the adventurers had obtained charters which con- 
templated the establishment of permanent settlements ic new 
it is not until the reim of Elizabeth that we find the germs of colonial 
expansion of ^e Mnd with which the later history of the empire has 
made us familiar. The explanation is that until well on in the six- 
teenth century social and industrial conditions were developing in a 
slow and orderly manner upon lines already laid down, and that in 
consequence there was no marked excess of population for which 
provision was lackmg in the mother country. The colonies contem- 
plated by the early discoverers had therefore been trading posts on 
the route to Cathay, to Mheld by temporary residents rather than by 
true colonial communities with a life of their own detached from that 
of the country which gave them birth. And, as we have seen, it is 
doubtful whether any of these so-oaUed colonies were actually plated, 
and certain that in any case they survived only for a few years at most. 
By the time of Elizabeth’s accession, on the other hand, the old social 
conditions had been rudely disturbed by the confiscations of church 
property, the innovations of the new dass of landowners, the dis- 
location of European trade, and the great rise of prices following on the 
influx of gold and silver from America. Beggars, tramps and master- 
less men became a social menace during the last years of Henry VIII. ; 
and at the same time, in sj^ite of, or perhaps because of, the break-up 
of static conditions population began to increase after remaining nearly 
stationary for two centuries. 

The reorganization of agriculture and industry silently carried out 
by Ehzabem and her ministers finally mastered the worst symptoms 
of the trouble ; but the latter, before they subsided, gave rise among 
men of original mind to an ambition to found ‘^plantations ” ^ — ^true 
and living offshoots of the English race — ^in the fair and vacant lands 
across the Atlantic. By so doing, they-contended, they would turn 

^ “ To plant,” in the sense of ” to fonn a settlement ” on expression in oommon 
use in the si^enth oentniy. ” Plantation,'’ meaning a colony, %vaa first used iii 
1610, alter whidi it soon became the oustomaiy term. 

126 
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criminals into honest men and provide a relief for the population of 
England which, as it seemed to them, was becoming excessive. “ We 
might inhabit some part of those countries,” wrote Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert, “ and settle there such needy people of our country, which now 
trouble the commonwealth, and through want here at home are enforced 
to commit outrageous offences, whereby they are daily consumed with 
the gallows.” Hakluyt recognized in Virginia the heaven-provided 
home for the unfortunates whom he saw in England “ go idle up and 
down in swarms for lack of honest entertainment.” Ralegh, Sit 
George Pecldiam and Christopher CarleiU aU wrote to the same effect, 
the last-mentioned being particularly concerned at the “ mighty 
increase ” of the home population. 

This altruistic motive was undoubtedly uppermost in the minds 
of the chief promoters of the movement ; but it was necessary also 
to attract investors, and they therefore enlarged upon commercial 
advantages 'in addition. CarleiU, seeking to induce the Muscovy 
merchants to subscribe funds, wrote : “ But when this of America 
shaU have been haunted and practised thirty years to an end, as the 
other [i.e. the Russian trade] hath been, I doubt not by God’s grace, 
that for the ten ships that are now commonly employed once the 
year into Muscovia, there shall in this voyage twice ten be employed 
weU, twice the year at the least ” ; and again, “ by the good prospering 
of this action there must of necessity faU out a very liberal utterance 
of our English cloths into a main country, described to be bigger than 
all Europe. . . . The like wiU be also of many other things, over many 
to be reckoned, which are made here by our artificers ,and labouring 
people, and of necessity must be provided from hence.”! And behind 
all this, hovering in the backgroimd to appeal to the/ large-minded 
capitahst, there was ever the vision of the Asiatic passage, which 
might even yet be found in one of the deep inlets of an uncharted 
coastline. The hope of stumbling upon it influenced the actions 
of aU the early colonial projectors, and furnished one more instance 
of that doubleness of motive which characterized the Elizabethan 
undertakings. ^ 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, \as we have seen, began his connection with 
oceanic undertaldngs as an advocate of the north-western search. 
At the time of the first drafting of his Discourse (about 1666) he brought 
to the queen’s notice his plan for the discovery of the Passage coupled 
with the colonization of the intermediate lands. The Muscovy Com- 
pany, as later in the case of Martin Eiobisher, raised an objection 
based upon the terms of their own charter. A conference followed 
between Gilbeit and Anthony JenkinBon, and it was agreed that 
Gilbert should carry out his plan as a member of the Company.^ 
Nothing, however, came of the proposal, and Gilbert spent the next 
few years (1566-70) aS*a soldier in Ireland where he interested himai>1f 
in a scheme for the plantation of Ulster. During the years which 
1 GosUng, life of Gilbert, pp. 69-73. 
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followed his mind seems to have inclined more and more towards the 
colonizing aspect of his first idea ; his Discourse was published in 1676, 
in all probability without his consent j he took no more than a share- 
holder’s interest in the undertaldng of Frobisher and Lok ;) and when 
the Cathay Company was on the verge of collapse he caine forward 
with a purely colonial plan for which he obtained a patent from the 
queen in June, 1678. 

Gilbert’s patent has often been spoken of as the title-deed of our ' 
colonial empire, as if it had been the first document of its kind. In ‘ 
reality it differs little in essentials from the original charter granted 
to Cabot by Henry VII. in 1496 and from those subsequently obtained 
by the Bristol syndicates in 1601-2, We know that the ideas inspiring 
it were new ones, but the actual wording is so vague as to give it little 
claim to be considered as a document of fundamental importance. It 
conferred upon Gilbert full powers to inhabit and fortify any barbarous 
lands not actually in the possession of a Christian sovere^, without 
geographical limitation. These rights were to extend over a radius 
of 200 leagues from any spot at which he should make a settlement 
within the six years ensuing from the date of the grant. He was to 
hold his conquests by homage from the crown of England and to 
govern them as far as possible in accordance with En glish common 
mw. One-fifth of all precious metals discovered were to be reserved 
to the crown. No hostile acts against friendly powers were to be 
conunitted by the patentee on paia of forfeiture of the grant. The 
last clause was a sop to fSie Spanish ambassador, who had conceived 
suspicions as to Gilbert’s true intentions. The queen also, knowing 
the errand on which Drake had sailed in the previous autumn, was 
probably dreading the effect of the news which might soon be coming 
to hand from the South Sea, and casting about for a means of establish- 
ing the innocence of her own motives. 

Gilbert lost no time in preparing to carry his grant into effect. In 
the autumn of 1678 he collected an imposing squadron of ten or eleven 
ships and over 500 men. After delays caused by bad weather he 
. finally got clear of the English coast on November 19. What he did 
next remains a mystery, for no definite information concerning the 
voyage was ever allowed to leak out. All that is known is that some 
of his ships deserted and that 'he returned in February, 1679, having 
suffered losses, but whether by storm or battle is uncertain.^ The 
Spaniards charged him with piracy, but he seems to have made good 
his personal innocence in the matter and thus to have avoided the 
forfeiture of his patent. Whatever may have actually happened, it 
is certain that he failed to plant his colony and so crippled his fortune 
‘ that for some years to come he could make no further attempt. 

The patent, however, had to be acted Apon within six years of its 
issue. In 1582, therefore, we find Gilbert in negotiation with two 
Catholics, Sir George Peokham and Sir Thomas Gerrard. They were 
* QosUng, op. oil. pp. ISO- 8. 
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representatives of that loyal majority of the old faith who were resolved 
to be good Englishmen whilst preserving their opinions, _ and were 
disgusted with the attempts of Cardinal Allen and his English Jesuitic 
to tliftTn the tools of a foreign conspiracy. They took up the 
idea of an American colony as a refuge for those members of their 
religion who could not reconcile themsSves to life' in Protestant Eng- 
land, and they were willing to make their attempt under the licence 
of Gilbert. The proposal was a perfectly opafr one, approved by the 
English government, and in particular by Sir Francis Walsingham, 
the most ardent Protestant among the queen’s ministers.^ In the 
end nothing came of it as a separate undertaking, the promoters throw- 
ing in their lot with a combined expedition under Gilbert ; but it is 
interesting as foreshadowing the conception of colonies as a refuge 
for oppressed religionists, a conception which bore such remarkable 
fruit in the following century. The French Huguenots had already 
made two eeperiments in the same direction, one in Florida and the 
other in Brazil. 

' ^ , With the assistance of Ralegh, Walsingham and Peckham, Gilbert 
had once more the prospect of carrying out his scheme. He was unable, 
however, to raise sufficient money in London. He therefore came to an 
arrangement -with the merchants of Southampton, promising in return 
for their help to use the port exclusively for the trade of his colony. 
A private joint-stock coinpany was formed under the title of " The 
Merchants Adventurers ■with Sir Humphrey Gilbert.” * On June 11, 
1683, the squadron set sail from Gawsand "Bay. It consisted of the 
DeligM, 120 tons, in which sailed Gilbert himself, the Bark Ralegh, 
200 tons, the property of Ralegh, the Golden Hind, 40 tons (not Drake’s 
old flagship), the Swdlow, 40 tons, and the Squirrel, 10 tons, usually 
referred to as the “ frigate.” Two days out the Bark Ralegh deserted, 
her captain alleging an outbreak of sickness. Edward Hayes, the 
captain of the Golden Hind and author of the best account of the 
voyage, says: “The reason I could never imderstand. Sure I am 
no cost was spared by their owner, Master Ralegh, in setting them 
forth ; therefore I leave it unto God.” The incident was mysterious, 
and ominous of ■the indiscipline which helped to ruin the expedition, 
but on the facts as we have them there is no ground for supposing, as 
some have done, that Ralegh himself ’played false. On the voyage 
across the Atlantic the SwaUow parted company. She rejoined Gilbert 
on the Newfoundland coast, her captain reporting that his men had, 
against his •will, robbed a French fishing boat and treated her crew 
with great brutality. The Swallow’s men were in fact pirates, having 
been caught red-handed in 'the Channel and 'transferred to Gilbert’s 
expedition as an alternative to the gallows. 

In the harbour of St. Joiip’s were thirty-six sail of fishing craft of 
nations. At first-the fishermen were doubtful of the intentions 
of the newcomers, but when Gilbert displayed his commission they 
^ Gosling, op. cii. pp. 185-200. « ibii, p. 206. 
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received him with all courtesy and promised to supply his wants. On 
August 5 he had a tent set up ashore, and in the presence of all, “ as 
well Englishmen as Spaniards, Portugals and other nations,” he read 
his patent and solemnly took possession of Newfoundland for the 
crown of England, sign-iijdng to the cosmopolitan assembly that they 
were henceforth to/he governed by English law as administered by 
himself. The foreigners, according to the English accoimts, made no 
objection : possibly they took their new governor less seriously than 
he did himself. After further ceremonies, including the setting up of 
the royal arms and the granting of parcels of land in fee-simple to 
various applicants, he reorganized his fleet preparatory to , proceeding 
with the voyage ; for it was his intention to plant his settiement on 
the mainland. Gilbert had httle of the tact and mastery by which 
Drake had led his crews to success. Many of the men and of the 
officers also had become fainthearted. Some deserted in Newfoimd- 
land, stole a vessel from the fishing fleet and took thein departure. 
For the others who were unwilling to proceed the Admiral detached 
the Swallow, and in her they returned to England. With the three 
remaining ships he sailed from Newfoundland on August 20, going south- 
westwards to examine the shores of Nova Scotia and choose a site 
for a colony. 

Events now marched rapidly to their tragic climax. Fogs and 
storms prevented a proper exploration of the coasts, and a week 
after the departure from Newfoundland the DeligU, through the 
negligence of her officers Hayes asserted, went aground and was 
beaten to pieces by the force of the waves. All her crew perished 
except sixteen who made their way in the ship’s boat to Newfoundland ; 
and all the stores for the prospective settlement were lost. Gilbert 
himself had sailed in the Squirrel during this part of the voyage, and so 
had escaped the disaster. But with the winter approaching and the 
stores lost there was nothing for it but to turn homewards. He put 
a good face upon the matter, saying, "Be content, we have seen 
enough, and take no care of expense past : I will set you forth royally 
the next Spring, if God send us safe home” ; and being asked how he 
would raise the necessary money, he replied, " Leave that to me ; 
I will ask a penny of no man.” From which, and from other circum- 
stances, Hayes believed that he had privately discovered a rich mine 
in Newfoundland. ' Perhaps he had some such illusion ; but he was 
not, like Frobisher, fated to degrade his noble project into a gold-hunt. 
On September 9, when the Golden Hind and the Sgmrrel were north 
of the Azores, a great tempest overtook them. In the afternoon 
Hayes saw the Squirrel nearly overwhelmed, but she recovered ; and 
as the two ships came within hailing distance Gilbert cried out, “ We 
are as near to heaven by sea as by land.”^About midnight the watch 
saw the Squirrel’s light suddenly disappear, and reported that she had 
foundered. It was true, although Hayes still clung to a hope that 
they had only parted company in the storm. But as the weeks passed 

1 
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after the Golden Hind's return and no news came of tlie missing ship 
it became evident that England had lost one of the noblest if not the 
most successfnl of her leaders. 

In Gilbert’s mind there had been a plan for founding another colony 
■In addition to the one which be actually attempted. This was to 
have been in a more southerly position on the American seaboard. 
His half-brother, Walter Ralegh, now took up this part of the project 
and for the next five years worked hard to bring it to success. During 
the whole of that time Ralegh was prevented by circumstances beyond 
his own control from crossing the Atlantic in person. It is quits 
possible that this was no disadvantage to the venture, for in after 
years he showed himself little more competent as a leader than Gilbert 
himself. Both were personally brave, but while Gilbert failed by 
reason of his too kindly nature and easy-going optimism, Ralegh was 
handicapped by his unpopularity with his equals and the persistent 
suspicion of. double-dealing with which, justly or not, they regarded 
him. In his colonial schemes he was served by men whose capability 
on the whole was high, and the chief cause of their failure lay in sheer 
bad luck and the outbreak of the Spanish war at the critical period 
of the undertaking. 

.-. In March, 1684, Ralegh obtained a patent very similar in its terms 
■to that of Gilbert, and a month later he despatched two small vessels 
; under Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlow to reconnoitre the southern 
part of the American coastline. Taking a course by way of the Canaries 
and the West Indies, they came after little anore than a two months’ 
voyage to the coast of what is now North Carolina. Here they found 
a chain of long narrow islands lying parallel with the mainland and 
separated from it by broad sounds with inlets penetrating far into the 
continent. The climate and the vegetation appeared delightful, as 
also did the character of the Indians who came fearlessly to meet them. 
“ We found the people,” said Barlow, “ most gentle, lo'ving and faithful, 
void of all guile and treason, and such as live after the manner of the 
golden age.” This country, in which they reported the presence of 
pearls, copper, great red cedars, com which ripened ■within two months 
of sowing, and abundant game, seemed exactly what they had come to 
seek, and after taking formal possession they re'burned to describe what 
they had seen. Rsdegh received his knighthood after their arrival, 
and the new land was christened Virginia ^ in honour of the queen. 

Ralegh hastened to foUow up the discovery. Forbidden by the 
•'^ueen to leave England, he appointed Sir Richard Grenville to plant 
the first settlement. In spite of the fact that Gien'ville’s namp, is a 

1 For the first thirW years after its invenfion the name Virginia -was applied to the 
whole coastline from Cape Bretomsouthwards. The English in the time of the Cabots 
had called it the New Load ; the Erenoh after the Toyage of Verrazzano in their 
service in 1624 had named it New Erance ; and snhsequently the Spaniards had 
christened it Florida. All these names thus stood for the same coast in the sixteenth 
century, and it was not until long afterwards that Virginia and Florida became looaliz^ 
to the p xrticular regions which bear them to-day. 
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household word in English months, very little is known of his career 
except in connection with the Virginia venture and the fight in which 
he met his death in 1591 ; and conflicting estimates of his character 
have been formed. In 1585 he undertook to command the fleet on 
its voyage across the ’Atlantic and see the colonists safely iTiH t.n.nArl , 
Another oJBflcer, a soldier of fortune named Ralph Lane, was to remain 
as the permanent governor. ’ Saihag in April with seven ships and 
about a hundred colonists in addition to the crews GrenviUe landed at 
Hispaniola and was courteously entertained by the Spanish governor, 
whose civility the English somewhat ungenerously attributed to fear. 
Then he stood over to the peninsula of Elorida and coasted northwards 
until he came to the island of Wokokon. Here Grenville, Lane and 
forty others went over to the mainland to explore, leaving the bulk 
of the expedition to proceed northwards to Roanoke Island and foimd 
the settlement on the scene of Barlow’s exploration.^ On the mainland 
Grenville made a fatal mistake, quarrelling with the Indians on account 
of a potty theft, and burning a village in retaliation. This unfortunate 
inoideirt reversed Barlow’s favourable impression and clouded the 
whole subsequent fortunes of the colony. On August 26 Grenville 
sailed for England, promising to return with supplies in the foUovnng 
year. His departure was not lamented' by the settlers, who com- 
plained that his conduct had been harsh and tyrannical. It is fairly 
evident that in his determination to avoid the weakness which had 
ruined Gilbert he had gone too far to the other extreme. 

Left to themselves the' colonists made their camp on the north-east 
comer of the island of Roanoke, where the outlines of their entrench- 
ment may stiU be traced.* They se'em to have shirked the hard work 
which was essential to success, the minds of many being obsessed 
with the idea that in any strange land gold was certain to be had for 
the gathering. In spite of the fertility of the soil they became short of 
food, and the Indians grew increasingly unwilling to supply them. 
Lane devoted most of his time to exploration, intent upon discovering 
mines and pearl fisheries, and led away by delusive indications of a 
passage to the Pacific. In April, 1586, the Indians gathered force 
and planned to surprise and massacre the intruders. Lane heard of 
their design and took^the ofiensive himself, routing the savages and 
killiug many of them. As the summer advanced and Grenville failed 
to appear all grew apprehensive that they were to be abandoned by 
those at home. At length, on June 8, a great fleet was seen approaching 
the coast. It was Drake’s expedition homeward bound from its 
trium^ant raid through the West Indies. Drake offered the colonists 

^ J. A. Doylo, Tht Engliah in America, London, 1882, m. 78-90. Another authority 
says the first colony was planted at Wokokon (hL A. S. Hume, Sir Walter Balegii, 
London, 1897, p. 74 and Map). There is little doubt that Boanoke was the place, 
as is evidenced by Lane’s own words : "... the Island of^Boonoak, the same having 
been tbe place of our settlement or inhabitation.” 

’ Doyle, op. cit, p. 83. 
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sticli supplies as lie could spare, and particularly a vessel named the 
Francis of 70 tons, in which they might make their escape if the 
position became untenable. Scarcely had this been agreed upon 
when a storm drove the Fronds out to sea. She did not return, and 
T.fl.nft refused the offer of a larger ship on account of the insecurity of 
the anchorage. The sight of the English fleet proved a temptation 
too strong to resist. The settlers determined to abandon the colony, 
and all took passage with Drake to England. A fortnight later 
Grenville reached the site with three relief-^ps, equipped principally 
at Ralegh’s expense, linding the enterprise abandoned he made some 
further explorations and departed to cruise for Spanish prizes. He 
left behind fifteen volunteers with supphes for two years. These men 
were never seen again, but it was learnt afterwards that some were 
MUed by the Indians and that the survivors disappeared into the 
interior. 

- Ralegh stiil found means to persevere with his plan. In 1687 he 
despatched another expedition with John White as governor and a 
council of twelve assistants. On July 2 they reached the island only 
to find that Grenville’s fifteen men were gone. They reoccupied the 
fort at Roanoke and determined to effect a permanent settlement. 
Of the 150 colonists seventeen were women, one of whom, the daughter 
of White and wife of Ananias Dare, gave birth to a daughter, Virginia 
Dare, the first English child bom in America. It was agreed that 
some person of weight who had been on the spot should go to En gland 
to represent the interests of the. colony, aiM at the general request 
John White undertook this duty. Before his departure (August 27, 
1687) the question of removing to the mainland had been considered, 
and the colonists promised that if they quitted Roanoke they would 
leave some indication of their whereabouts. 

C'VWhite arrived in England in November, and shortly afterwards 
'Ralegh eqidpped another fleet to be commanded by Sir Richard 
GrenviUe. Owing to the Spanish preparations to invade the country 
this fleet was retained for service with the navy. Anxious to maintain 
touch with the colony. White obtained permission to sail with two 
small vessels in April, 1688. He was, however, unable to fidfll Ms 
purpose. The sMps parted company, and the crews converted the 
voyage into a privateering adventure, neither reaching Virginia. In 
the following year, 1689, Ralegh transferred his rights to a syndicate 
consisting of Sir Thomas Smith, John White, and others. By his own 
account he had expended £40,000 on the colony. But even if he had 
home the entire burden, wMch is doubtful, the amount seems exagger- 
ated : a contemporary estimate placed the expense of pln.Ti+.lTig a 
hundred settlers at £4000. The transference of the proprietorsMp 
and the need of sMpping foLthe great expedition to Portugal in 1689 
preduded the sendi^ of relief in that year. When at length White 
was able to sail to Virginia in 1890 he found the colony a gai-n abandoned 
neither was he able to obtain any news of the colonists. 



ELIZABETHAN ATTEMPTS AT COLONIZATION 

The mystery of their fate is one which has never been certainly 
solved. White himself found no signs of a massacre. The word 
“ Croatan ” carved upon the trunk of a tree near the deserted fort 
he took to be an indication of the locality on the mainland to which 
they had migrated ; and the absence of a prearranged mark of distress 
(a cross) above the name convinced him that they had gone of their 
own free wiU. The crews of his ships refused to wait for further 
investigations, and many years elapsed before another Engliah vessel 
visited the place. The colonists of later times gleaned two contra- 
dictory accounts from tales current among the Indians. One was to 
the effect that a band of white captives had been kept for years in 
slavery and finally massacred.^ The other was that they had joined 
forces with a friendly tribe and intermarried with them, and that their 
descendants in North Carolina were still to be distinguished by certain 
Eiuopean characteristics as late as the nineteenth century.® But 
cither of these stories might quite well refer to the susvivors of a 
shipwrecked crew having no connection with the colony. In 1602 
Ralegh sent a small ship to Virginia to glean some information, but it 
returned without even reaching the neighbourhood of Roanoke. 

This, with the exception of an abortive voyage to a more northerly 
region set forth in the same year by the Earl of Southampton, was the" 
last Elizabethan attempt to found an American colony. Before 
Ralegh’s death in the next reign the task in which, by no fault of his 
own, he had failed, was accomplished by other hands. He himself 
seems to have lost interest in it, for when a period of disgrace at court 
afforded him the opportunity of crossing the ocean in 1595 it was not 
to Virginia but to Guiana that he betook himself. There he ascended 
the Orinoco in search of the fabled Eldorado, the lost city of the 
Incas. He found no trace of the city but, like many other adventurers 
of the time, he convinced himself of the existence of huge gold deposits 
in the basin of the river. On his return he published an elaborate 
account of his discoveries, but his enemies openly disbelieved them, 
and the country as a whole showed httlo interest. 

^ Doyle, op. cit, p. 97. 

® See Hamilton McMillan, Sir Walter IMegh’s Lost Colony, Balegh, N.C., 1007, in 
wbioh all the evidenoe on the subjoot is set forth. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE SPANISH WAE, 1585-1603 

( In May, 1685, Philip II., having by promises of protection induced a 
number of English merchantmen to enter Spanish ports with cargoes 
of com, suddenly arrested them ail and cast their crews into prison. 
One, the Primrose of London, made good her escape, bringing with her 
to England the Corregidor of Bilbao who had come aboard in person 
to seize the ship in the guise of a friendly merchant. This act is 
[generally taken to mark the beginning of the Spanish war, although 
• neither side issued a formal declaration. The causes were numerous 
j — the depredations of Drake and his imitators, the machmations of 
I the Catholic Church involving plots against Elizabeth’s throne and 
f life, the countenance given by the queen to the revolt of the Nether- 
lands, the forcible annexation of Portugal and its colonies by Philip 
in 1580-1. The cumulative effect of these had been a slow and steady 
. march to an inevitable war, the more certain to involve the whole 
\ strength of the conflicting nations because long delayed by the pacific 
1 efforts of leaders on both sides who would fain have avoided the issue. 
J Throughout the stmggle England ■ had never any, prospect of a 
[mihtary conquest of Spain itseK ; her most aggressive captains aspired 
to nothing more than the occupation of strategic points from which 
■they might dominate the trade-routes. Spain, on the other hand, 
mad from the outset a clear intention of invading and conquering 
^England with an overwhelming army. To clear the way for this army 
to cross the sea, and at the same time to protect the commerce which 
was to provide the sinews of war, was therefore the first task she had 
to perform ; and since she never accomplished it the war was always 
a naval one to the end, and England rdied for her defence upon her 
maritime resources. 

We have seen that when Elizabeth mounted the throne the great 
navy of Henry VIII. had decayed both in paper strength and in actual 
efficiency. It is to the credit of Burghley’s administration and a 
testimony to his patriotism^hat, much as he dishked the prospect of 
■war and disbelieved-in its necessity, he allowed the queen’s naval 
advisers to reorganize the fleet, and provided as much money as the 
government could reasonably spare for that purpose. This is especially 
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true of the last few ominous years before the outbreak. By 1678 the 
royal navy again amounted to the 11,000 tons which had measured 
its growth at the time of Henry’s death. Hawkina. after the failure 
of his ambitious oceanic schemes, bad succeeded to Gonson’s plac e 
as treasurer of navy. Under his rule the chronic peculation and 
■corri^'fibh 'of the time were reduced, and the new ideas in g unnery 
and naval archit ecture were aUowed free scope for theirdev elopment.. 
A'levTof’ the great, towering ships'" of the Great Harry type, impressive 
to the eye but unwieldy in action, were still maintained for the sake of 
their moral effect and the dignity of the queen’s flag. Drake and thp.j 
ne w men preferred something leas maj e stic and mor e s eaworthy, and 
ihr accordance with their desires Haw'kins and hia RhlpWi^ghta tinned 
out smaller, low-b u ilt fl.ghting ships, ab l e to keep the seas in an y 
weather, and armed w it h guns which, as the event proved, ware to ; 
re volutionize existi ng notions dfliaya,! 'warfare.) To these new vessels! 
tTie name of galleon came to be applied, and the English recognized the 
advantages of the galleon and adopted it many years before the 
Spaniards followed their example.^ To the royal navy England could 
add the strength of numerous armed merchantmen, great and small, 
and of privately owned warships, some of first-dass efficiency, main- 
tained for the privateering which had now become a recognized national 
industry. 

At the beginning of the war there was no ocean-going Spanish navy. 
Philip had under his control a large force of oared galleys generally 
recognized as imserviceable outside the Mediterranean ; a few well- 
armed ships paid for by tolls levied on the "West Indian merchants, and 
allocated to the duty of convoying their cargoes ; and about a dozen 
Portuguese galleons which he acquired on his annexation of that 
country. Eor hia early imdertakings he supplemented these forces 
by arming Tiia own large merchantmen and hiring others from the 
Hanseatic League and the Italians. Experience, however, soon 
revealed the defects of this heterogeneous fleet, and ere the war had 
been many years in progress Spain began to undertake in earnest the 
construction of a national navy after the English model. 

At the time of the arrest of the English merchantmen Drake had beetf 
negotiating with the queen for the conduct of a new raid upon the 
Spanish colonies. The arrest provided an excellent excuse for reprisals, 
and in September, 1686, after much hesitation on the queen’s part, 
he put to sea at the head of a fleet of twenty-one ships and eight 
pinnaces. veKisils-Qn]j>twoj 3 filc)qg^Jp.--th§_npy^^ re- 

maiiyler ftnd ^ciacaFmfl];eh^t5ieii--from--L-oiirmn- and 

the'souraM^^^^osta,- The expenses were paid by a joint-stock 
company, andtEe^object of the expedition was twofold, to obtain 
sufficient plunder to yield a profit, and to strike a real blow at Philip’a 


1 On this question see Sir J. S. Corbett, Drake and the Tudor Navy, especially the 
Introduction and vol. i. eh. xii. 
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colonial system by dislocating the transport of the treasure upon which 
he was basing his preparations for the invasion of England. Martin 
Frobisher sailed as vice-admiral of the squadron, and Christopher 
CarleiU, Walsingham’s son-in-law, as general of a body of soldiers 
provided for land operations. 

Drake sailed first to Vigo Bay, where he took some booty and defied 
the Spaniards on their own soil to interfere with him. Thence he 
went southwards to the Canaries and the Cape Verde Islands, where 
he burned the city of Santiago. Crossing the Atlantic in eighteen 
days, he came to the Windward Islands and prepared at once to attack 
San Domingo in Hispaniola, the capital city of the West Indies. On 
the first day of 1586 he landed Carleill’s troops without the Imowledge 
of the Spaniards, and Carleill appearing from the land side whilst 
Drake attacked from the sea, the city was taken with very small loss. 
The yield of plunder was disappointing, and after burning a large 
part of the^lace Drake accepted £6000 as ransom for the remainder 
and sailed to repeat the exploit at Cartagena, the capital of the Spanish 
Main. Here the Spaniards had received warning and were prepared 
for a stout defence. But Drake’s eye seized the weak point in forti- 
fications which they beheved impregnable. Again he landed Carleill 
and his soldiers with orders to take an entrenchment upon a narrow 
isthmus covering the approach to the city. The English force, wading 
along the tide-beach up to their Itnees in the sea, were able to avoid 
the fire which would have stopped them had they used the high-road. 
After a stifi fight in which Carleill slew tha Spanish standard-bearer 
with his own hand, attackers and defenders crowded through the 
gates together, and Cartagena was taken. Drake remained six weeks 
in the hope of extorting a ransom of £100,000. In the end he accepted 
a quarter of that sum for the bare walls of the place, having gutted 
it of all portable property. He had considered the question of leaving 
a garrison to hold it permanently, but sickness and fighting had reduced 
his force, and he abandoned the idea. Very possibly the queen, as 
yet not resolute for regular warfare, would have reversed a decision 
to hold it. The programme of the voyage had included the sack of 
Panama, the third greatest town of Philip’s colonies. This also had 
to be given up owing to the ravages of the epidemics which smote 
impartially every expedition, English and Spamsh, in this war. The 
fleet sailed home by way of Florida and Virginia, misHiug hy twelve 
hours the capture of a squadron of treasure ships on the way. As a 
privateering venture the voyage had failed, the adventurers receiving 
back only fifteen shillings in the pound of their investment. As a 
warlike stroke against the resources of Spain it had been a brilhant 
success. Instead of drawing money from his colonies Philip had now 
for some time to spend la^e sums on their defence. Two hundred 
and forty guns of aU sizes irere but one item in the military captures ; 
and the private mariners, who had spent their lives so freely, were 
known to have obtained large plunder in the sack of the two great 
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cities. The Spanisii Idng foimd Ms credit broken, and was thought 
by good judges to be on the verge of bankruptcy. 

So matters stood in the summer of 1586. Again a period of insincere 
negotiation followed, Ehzabeth hoping that Philip, having felt the 
weight of her hand, would even now come to an accommodation, 
Philip desirous to lull the English preparations whilst he made headway 
with Ms own and extorted financial support from the pope. NextT 
came the discovery of the Babington conspiracy to murder the queen, r 
a plain indication of the real aims of the country’s enemies. At thel 
end of the year Mary Stuart was brought to trial and convicted of V 
complicity. Her execution in February, 1587, cleared from Philip’s 1 
path one of Ms principal difficulties, for he could now conquer En gland 
for his own benefit and not for that of the Scottish queen with he^ 
leanings towards Ms rivals in France. He gave qrders to Ms admiral, 
the Marquis of Santa Gruz, to hasten Ms preparations. At Lisbon,! 
Cadiz, and within the Mediterranean, the great Armada was collecting, \ 
its umts waitH£f-Aii^^B-4es-4h«i»=gaBa=Bndc5fc!OTCiC<J933^^ 

_sail for the Channel that very summer. Elizabeth was shaken for the I 


moment from her dreamland of a diplomatic settlement, and realized 
the imminence of her peril. , In a mood of resolution she gave the 
word to Drake, wattingin readiness at Plymouth, to sail at once “ to 
impeach the joining together of the King of Spain’s fleets.” Drake 
hastened away before the cold fit should follow the hot, and scarcely . , 
had he gone when a further order arrived forbidding him to enter any 
Spanish port or commit -any act of war otherwise than on the open sea 
— ^m a word, to do what his mind was set upon. He had trusty friends 
at Plymouth and the order never reached him, the bark wMoh pursued 
him with it being blown back by a convenient gale. 

, Drake with twenty-one sail , royal and mercantile, made for Cadiz. 
His vice-admiral was William Borough, a veteran who had seen service 
with the Muscovy Company in the WMte Sea and the Baltic. Arrive^ 
at Cadiz, Drake gave orders for an immedi ate en trance into'tEe~pqrt 
itL^sregard ot thelire otthe land defenc^. Borough jprotested vamly, 
allying that sudh"a proce¥dmg~was contrary to all the rules of war. 
Drake went in and the fleet f ollowed. In Cadiz were many ships^ 
destined for •^e ^Armada, in varioi^stages, of _unre.adines3, together 
wi0i.n,-5uiffCT' of gaHev s which were s upposed-ta he espe ciallY-Iormid- 
able injb frad-loiked -Water. The English gunnery routed the galleys, 
andT Drake remained for thirtv -aixJiourB-huth e. harbou r, burning or 
carrying off everything he could reach within it. Jhe Spani arda- 
t hemselves admitted the loss of twentv-four sail. : the English claimed 
tTiirhy-Bi-ir, aTnmmtiTig to gether to 13,000 tons . Leaving Cadiz, Drake 
went next to Lisbon, capturing mucli shipping on the way. At Lisbon 
he found Santa Gruz imready to put tq^sea, but the strength of the 
fortifications prevented Mm from repeating thg Cadiz exploit. He 
then took up his station by Cape St, Vincent, and by so doing paralysed 
the concentration of the scattered Spanish fleet. To secure safe 
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riding at St. Vincent he had to land a force to capture Sagres Oaatle 
and other works, and tumble their guns into the sea. Borough again 
protested and was placed vmder arrest for his pains. Having effectively 
postponed the aailiug of the Armada for the summer the English 
departed to the Azores where they waylaid and captured a homeward 
bound carrack, the San Felipe. She was Philip’s own ship, containing 
an enormously rich cargo. During this part of the voyage the ship 
in which Borough was a prisoner deserted and sailed for home. Drake 
accused Borough of being the instigator of the mutiny, assembled a 
court-martial, and condemned his luckless vice-admiral to death in 
his absence. The sentence was afterwards remitted. Having shown 
how it was possible to prevent “ the Enterprise of England ” from 
ever getting imder way, Drake returned to receive, not honours and 
rewards, but a reprimand from his inconstant mistress for hitting the 
enemy too hard. “ Her Majesty is greatly offended at him,” wrote 
Burghley to ±he Hollanders on the morrow of the admiral’s return. 

To the very last Elizabeth clung to the idea of negotiating a peace 
before the invasion should be laimched. Fortunately she was served 
by men who placed their country’s interests before the risk of her 
displeasure, although there were others at her ear who were actually 
in the pay of Spain. Santa Cntz died, worn out with the fruitless toil 
of j.587 . His successor, the far less competent Duke of Medina Sidoni a. 
found t he~~difaorgamzanon and rottenness of' his co mmand at their 
height. In vain ^ia the early months of 1588 Drake clamoured ^to be 
let loose to finiaVET^rk.:’^ A fTeah~^gotiartion bad beg un.- aS3 the 

S n was ob j.iu;at6^^4i ^e^g in her heart that left to itsel f the 
SHa w o uld never sad. Nevertheless, as the firing drew” on, the 
information became more" and more certain that it would sail. Phihp, 
hidden in his room in the Esourial, never visiting his troops or seeing 
one of his ships, was bent, by sheer force of his will-power, on 
forcing it to sea in face of every difficulty. Every protest, every 
objection of lack of this or insufficiency of that, he met with the same 
answer, that the thing must be done, that those who hung back were 
cowards and fools. His sneers killed the honest and capable Santa 
Cruz ; they drove the shiftless Sidonia helpless to disaster. 

- ^At length the great armament s ailed from Lisbon in the third week 
of May. A fortnight later advera'e winds drove it into Conma. . already 
short of provisions and suffermg from epidemics. For a month it lay 
.t here .-ifi paLriag damages and wAAdipg out the sick . Meanwhile Lord 
Howard of .Effinghamr-tha-L Qrd Admiral, had joined Drake fl.t ^P1y-~^ 
mouth, and the whole English fleet was ready tostrike^ The admirals 
_ ^shed to sail southwards and attack at once, but the queen vacillated 
' between yea and nay, and when she was favourable the winds, as luck 
\ would have it, were adverse.^ thehe gmnip|Pf-n f-irulv HnwftTd and 
. Drake go t to_sea j wli.en they*^ w^ 'almost in sight of the Spanish coast 
^a sou^rly gale drove them back, and as they entered Plymouth 
^edina Sidonia sailed finally out of Coruna. 
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tEF^eat sea victory which tha Spaniards' Aad wou against the Turks 
in 1571, had been fought on these linos, and was quoted in support of 
the fatal policy of Philip and his advisers. Another wfialfnB.<M lay lTH 
the faut that the officers and men •|^^cfr»^'Bt ''of one race and speech,! 
bemg ~dfawn''fi5& Portugal^ Italy and the several dive rse proviTicifl.1 ' 
strains which Jui3’ hardly yet been welded into~tE e smglFnationality < 
of Spai n. Medina bidoma's instructions were to sairup'fiheTlEaiinel, 
ISze Margate or some other landing-place in the Thames estuary, ’ 
and convoy across from the Low Countries the veteran army of the' 
Duke of Parma, adding to it a proportion of the soldiers from his own 
ships. He had no definite orders, and apparently no clear plan, for 
dealing with the English navy. It seems to have been taken for 
granted that Drake only mth a small force would be found at Ply- 
mouth, and that Howard with the main fleet would be in the Narrow 
Seas. For the event as it actually fell out the Spaniards were un- 
prepared. ■> 

The approach of the Spaniards was unexpected by HowaM anM 
Drake, who thought they were still lying at Coruna. Nevertnelessv 
they made haste to get their fleet out of Plymouth, and durin^hFj 
first evening succeeded by sldlful seamanship in working to the wear- / 
ward of the Armada and so obtaining the advantage of the weathergage. ’ 
Under Howard’s orders were some fifty fighting ships and forty 
piimaoes, and in the course of the next few days he was joined by 
many more vessels of secondary rank until his total numbers of all 
kinds reached 197 sail,® with 16,000 men. Three of the queen’s 
first-class ships, with an attendant following of privateers and merchant- 
men, remained ofi Dunldrk under Lord Henry Seymour to prevent 
Parma’s army from putting to sea in its barges and transports. With 
Howard were most of the prominent English leaders of the time — 
John Hawkins, his son Richard, Frobisher, Femier, Fenton, Raymond, 
Lord Sheffield, Lord Thomas Howard, and Sir Robert Southwell. 
Drake acted as vice-admiral and chief of the staff. Of Ralegh and 


1 The above figures are given by Sir J. K. Laughton, Slate Papers r^aling to the 
Defeat of the Armada, Navy Ecoords Society, voL i. p. xl. Other modem authorities 
are in subatantiel agreement. 

“ Laughton, op. cil. p. xll. But Sir J. S. Corbett points'out that there wore never 
more than 140 ships together at one time. The actual fighting was done by about 
fifty vessels on either side. 
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Grenville, in spite of tradition, there is no contemporary mention aa 
serving with the fleet. They were probably occupied in organizing 
thejn-od forces, of which the Earl of Leicester was commander-in-chief. 

' dnthe morning of July 21 the Armada was drawing abreast of 
Plymouth Sound, with the bulk of the English fleet lying to the west- 
ward of it. Howard attacked, and in the fighting which followed 
^^fii ther side secured a decisive advantage. The Spaniards were 
ease with which the English fired into their exposed 
vessels and drew off without themselves receiving' any damage. The 
English on their side were impressed by the solidity of the Armada 
and its cunning organization in disciplined squadrons by which any 
vessel in difficulties was immediately supported and rescued.^ The 
result_Qf^e morning’s figh ting was th at t!fe Armad a._.\Kaa'driven past 
•Tlvmoy th, j .huT'ln sm ' ^iiEe ^GEi^e ot 'entering an^a^ng-it,_an4,that 
neithjEfeEirKd' ynli lost a aBipr^J4liBngh"the ^aniarda had two 
“b^y dani^e(^ To Howardirndma mScefs 'rTno^^emed'^TObable 
^thatTSledin^Sidonia would attempt to seize the Isle of Wight as a 
convenient base for the operations of Parma’s army; and in the 
Spanish councils the plan was considered, although it was contrary 
to Philip’s orders. Howard therefore determined to pursue closely. 
In the night the two damaged Spaniards failed to keep up the pace 
and were abandoned to the English. Drsilce incurred much criticism 
by quitting his station at the head of the fleet in order to take possession 
of one of titese prizes ; for, since every captain was ordered to follow 
his light, the whole fleet was thrown into cronfusion by his change of 
course. He himself explained his action as the fruit of a misappre- 
hension, but some of ms rivals charged him with preferring plunder 
to the queen’s service. 

The next action occurred off Portland on July 23. Here again, 
in a whole day of confused fighting, there was no decisive result. 
The Spaniards lost a number of men by the English fire, but no ships, 
and they inflicted little damage in return, Frobisher distinguished 
himself by a great defence when surrounded by superior forces, and 
shortage of ammunition caused the English to break off the action. 
Howard now reorganized his fleet into four squadrons commanded 
respectively by himself, Drake, Hawkins and Frobisher. On July 
25 the two fleets, having been delayed by cahns, were south of the 
Isle of Wight. This was now Regarded as the decisive position, for 
there was no harbour anywhere to the eastward in which Sidonia might 
shelter his fleet whilst opening communications with Parma. Howard 
therefore attacked with aU his strength, and by hard figh ting and 
skilf ul manoeuvring forced the Spaniards to abandon all thought of 

1 Modem research has disproved the oft-repeated story of the orescent formation 
of the Armada. Its fighting ship^^oiled in two great divisions the one following the 
other and subdivided into smaller squadrons. Between the two were the viotnaJlers 
and transports. The Spaniards sailed in lines abreast ; the English, apparently, 
in lines ahead. Corbett, op, eit. ii. 210-221. 
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raaldng use of the landlocked waters about the Me. Sidonia con- 
tinued his course eastwards to the roadstead of Calais, sending orders 
to Parma to join him there at all costs. Parma was unable to do any 
such thing. He was closely watched by a combined Eugliab and 
Dutch squadron, and he naturally expected the Spanish fleet to drive 
off these blockaders before he would think of embarking his army. 

At Calais Sidonia was allowed no time to make new arrangements/ 
in place of those which had broken down. The English, following asfl 
closely as his shadow, had come to anchor a cannon-shot to the west-f) 
ward of him. His men were becoming demorahzed by the doadlines^\ 
of the English gflnnery and the inefflcacy of their own. His officers 1 
now realized the folly of the plan to which they were committed, the 
attempt to carry out an invasion without securing the command of 
the sea. On the evening of the arrival at Calais Seymour joined 
Howard with five large ships and seven smaller ones. The anchorage 
outside the Uttle port was open and unprotected. A sen§e of failure 
and a dread of what was to come pervaded the whole Armada. At 
this fateful moment Howard and Drake delivered a blow which an 
unshaken enemy might successfully have turned aside. They sent 
eight fireships blazing into the ranks of the crowded fleet. Upon] 
men waiting, as one of them confessed, “ with a great presentiment of /| 
evil from that devilish people and their arts,” the effect was what thef/ 
English had calculated. Making no attempt to deal with the fireships^ 
the Spanish captains cut their cables and drifted away eastwards! 
on wind and tide. The -etratagem had accomplished what a week’s* 
fighting had failed to do. It had broken the orderly formation of th« 
wUmada, which was now a struggling mass of ships without shape 
cohesion or raUying-point. One of the four galleasses, the greatest 
ships, of the fleet, was left rudderless and aground under the guns oif 
Calais. She fell ultimately into the hands of the Erench. All the 
remainder got away, although many received damage by collisions. 
But the fireships had justified their expenditure. 

When morning dawned the Armada was scattered for miles alon^ 
the coast. Medina Sidonia did his best to rally it and reform ,his 
battle order. Before he could do so Drake, Hawkins and most of tl<B 
Eugliah were upon him. Howard alone turned aside, as Drake had , 
done near Plymouth, to attack the disabled Si^aniard which had beenj 
left behind. This day’s battle is kfib^vn as that of Gravelines. It 
decided the fate of the campaign by driving the Spaniards away from , 
the Elemish coast and depriving them of sm hope of returning to joinf 
hands with Parma. Medina Sidonia, coUecting his best ships, tried ioJ 
vain to stand his ground. Throughout the day, in a steadily rising 
wind, the Eugliah squadrons circl^ about him, pouring in the most 
terrible fire that had ever been known in a sea battle. The Spanish I 
captains and their crews died gloriously,' refusing to surrender even , 
when aU hope was gone. One or two great ships went down with\ 
nearly all th e ir hands, and three drifted ashore on the Elemish sands) 
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to be taken hj the light Dutch craft which awaited them. The re- 
I maindeij with their rigging shot to pieces and their sides full of shot 
holes, seemed doomed to tlic like fate when a sudden shift of the wind 
delivered them. But they had no thought of returning to carry out 
.^the invasion. Drawing together as well as they could they fled north- 
wards into waters unknown to all, seeking to reach Spain once more 
by the north of Scotland and the west of Ireland. 

The English, their powder and victuals exhausted, saw them past 
the Firth of Forth, and then returned to the Thames estuary. They 
had lost little more than a hundred men in aU the actions, but after 
they regained port a terrible outbreak of typhus cariSed off more than 
ten times that number, and was only stayed by the disbandment of 
the infected crews. The Spaniards had lost eleven good ships and 
8000 men in the fighting, but the full effects of the battle of Gravelines 
only showed themselves on the homeward voyage. In the two months 
following reports came in of wholesale shipwrecks on the northern and 
western coasts. On the shores of Connaught the death-roll was 
particularly heavy ; and of the thousands who struggled to land 
scarcely a few score escaped massacre at the hands of the Irish peasantry 
whom they had boasted they were coming to dehver from English 
tyranny. “ God,” reported an Enghsh officer in Ireland, “ hath 
suffered this nation to blood their hands upon them, whereby, it may 
be hoped, is drawn perpetual diffidence between the Spaniards and them 
as long as this memory endureth.” Not hah the ships, and much less 
than hah the men, of the Armada returned to Spain to reveal the full 
extent of the disaster. The unfortunate Duke of Medina Sidonia was 
one of the survivors. He had known from the first that he was in- 
competent for the command, and had told his master so in vain; 
yet whenever he saw his duty clear before him he had played the man 
to the utmost of his powers, Philip doubtless recognized his own 
error, for he added no word of reproach to the storm of execration 
which burst from aU sides upon the unhappy commander’s head. 

Drake was now in the ascendant in the Enghsh councils, and he 
demanded an immediate counterstroke to drive home the success. 
Don Antonio, the exiled claimant to the Portuguese l^one, had been 
vainly sohoiting Enghsh aid for years. He declared that all Portugal 
would rise in Ms favour it he could land with an Enghsh force at his 
back. Drake, with the idea of estabhshing a second Netherlands at 
Phihp’s own doors, proposed the capture of Lisbon as the best means 
of accomplishing iffie design. Early in 1589 he set about organizmg 
a fleet for the purpose, and Sir John Norreys, a distinguished Low 
Countries soldier, raised an army. In April the two put to sea with 
some 15,000 men conveyed in 130 ships, of wMch only eight belonged 
to the navy. The expeuae.s_ were defrayed by a joint-stock company 
of which the queeitwas the largest shareholder. Drake was not al- 
lowed to proceed straight to Lisbon; his instructions enjoined the 
previous attack of the northern Spanish ports. Accordingly he 
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besieged Coruna, captured the lower town, and withdrew after doing 
much military damage and losing many men. The inevitable epidemic 
now broke out, and it was with reduced forces that Norreys landed 
at Peniche and began his march to Lisbon. He reached the outslrirts 
of the city, only to find it slirongly held by the Archduke Albert, who 
had by now received ample warning. Of the Portuguese rising there 
was no sign. Norreys therefore retreated to the coast and re-embarked. 
Drake was on the point of entering the Tagus with the fleet when he 
heard of the retreat. He was severely blamed for not supporting 
Norreys more promptly, and passed the next five years in disgrace 
and without employment of importance. The expedition, in com- 
parison with what was expected of it, was reckoned a failure, but it 
had not failed so utterly as the Armada in the previous year. 

For the next few years the English confined themselves to attacks 
on the oceanic commerce of Philip’s empire. The West Indian merchant 
fleets crossed the Atlantic by way of the Azores. Thug homeward- 
bound carracks from the east touched also at the same islands, which 
thus became the cruising ground for English squadrons on the look-out 
for rich prizes. In 1590 Hawkira and Frobisher were in command, 
the former blockading the coast of Spain, the latter watching the 
Azores. But the Spaniards organized a system of swift despatch- 
boats which gave their treasure-ships warning of the English move- 
ments, and nothing of importance was accomplished. In 1591 Lord 
Thomas Howard went to tihe Azores with Sh Eichard Grenville as his 
vice-admiral. The English crews were already reduced to half their 
strength by the diseases of a long cruise when a very superior fleet 
approached from Spain in order to escort the treasure-ships home. 
Howard had barely sufficient warning to get clear with five ships. 
The sixth, the Reoenge, under Grenville’s command, delayed too long. 
Grenville might have outsailed his enemies, but in a spirit of bold 
defiance he attempted to rejoin the admiral by pushing through the 
midst of the Spanish fleet. The Eeoenge was surrounded and over- 
whelmed. For a day and a night she defended herself against terrific 
odds. The Spaniards had ■■ altogether fifty-three sail. The Revenge 
fought fifteen of them in succession, sinking four and inflicting great 
loss on the remainder. At last when all means of defence were ex- 
pended and Grenville was mortally wounded the survivors of his crew 
surrendered. As a demonstration of the superiority of English gunnery 
and figh tin g power it was the most brilliant episode of the war. A 
hurricane which followed sank the battered Revenge and over a hundred 
of the Spanish warships and of the merchantmen they had come to 
save. 

In 1692 and 1593 the commerce-raiding continued. In the former 
year Frobisher and Captain Eoberb Crosse were in command, the 
latter destroying one East Indian oarracx’and capturing another worth 
over £160,000 in the money of the time. In 1593 the Earl of Cumber- 
land and Sir Edward Yorke cniised about the Azores with more 
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moderate {success. During all tkese years tke Englisk privateers 
multiplied in numbers and audacity. Spanish merchantmen could 
only cross the Atlantic in great convoys, and even so all stragglers 
were set upon and captured ; in some years trade was entirely at a 
standstill. In spite of aU losses PhUip worked patiently to remedy 
the errors which the Armada disaster had revealed. From the day 
of its return he set himself to construct a real navy, and the great 
fleet which destroyed Grenville in 1591 provided a serious shock for 
Elizabeth’s government, which now saw that it had a more formidable 
enemy to face than in 1688. The invasion of England remained the 
principal object of Philip’s plans. To open the way he entered into 
alliance with the Guise party in France with the object of obtaining 
Brest as a base for his next attempt. A Spanish force landed on the 
Breton coast and fortified itself at Crozon, near Brest. Frobisher 
and Sir Henry Norreys attacked it in November, 1694, and although 
they were successful in storming the defences Frobisher was lulled. 
Philip still maintained some small posts in Brittany, but he lost by this 
battle his chance of capturing the great seaport which was essential 
to his plans. 

Since the Lisbon failure Drake had been chafing in retirement, 
looking on at the wastage of En^ish resources in semi-privateering 
cruises which afforded no prospect of ending the war. The queen 
was now alarmed at the reviving power of Spain, for all reports pointed 
to the fact that Philip had at last a regular navy of ships built on the 
new English models and armed with heavieifc guns than the Armada 
had carried. She therefore turned once more to her greatest admiral, 
and commissioned him to deal a serious blow at the Spanish empire 
which, as men were now beginning to say, had been “ wakened, not 
weakened ” by its adversities. Drake’s plan resembled that of his 
early successes. It was to strike at the roots of Spanish wealth in 
the west, and by the capture of Panama to sever the treasure-route 
at the point where all its ramifications converged. For him the 
“ neck ” of the Americas was the neck of the vast enemy organization 
which overspread the old and new worlds. 

The name of Drake revived energies which had begun somewhat to 
flag, and he had no difficulty in raising the force he required. But 
the expedition had in it the seeds of failure from the outset, for the 
queen insisted on dividing the command between Drake and his 
aged kinsman Sir John Hawkins, who had long lost all his ancient 
vigour and enterprise. Drake also had been out of touch with the 
latest developments of Spanish power. He had little conception of 
the difference which ten years of warfare had made in the organization 
and strength of the West Indian defences. After a long wrangle with 
the queen on the subject of their instructions the two commanders 
put to sea in August, 1595.''' They sailed first to the Canaries, but 
failed to take Las Pahnas. Standing over to the West Indies they 
tried next to capture Puerto Eieo, where a number of treasure shipt 
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were taking reluge. Tke strength of its new fortifications was a 
revelation to them, and after losing many men they had to draw off. 
During the attack Hawkins, who had long been failing, died in his 
cabin, protesting to the last that Drake was mining the expedition 
by his wilfnlness. Since the day of sailing the two admirals had 
never agreed on any subject they had discussed. Passing over to the 
Main, Drake took Rio de la Hacha and Santa Marta, prizes of little 
value, but found Cartagena too strong to be attempted. At the 
Isthmus he seized Nombre de Dios, from which all treasure had been 
removed, and sent his troops overland to Panama under Sir Thomas 
Baskej^e. In five days they were back again, beaten off from their 
objective by a superior Spanish force in an impregnable position, and 
suffering from tropical fevers which now bade fair to destroy the whole 
armament. Drake, aU his old conceptions of the Indies thus shattered 
by the unexpected strength of the enemy at every point, held on to 
the coast of Honduras. The weather drove him back almostito Nombre 
de Dios, and here, on January 27, 1596, he died of the dysentery 
which was decimating Ms men. Sir Thomas Baskerville took the 
command and brought the expedition home, beating off at Isla de 
Pinos a Spanish fleet which had been sent in pursuit. 

The old commanders who had made England an oceanic power 
were dropping out one by one, giving place to new men who, for the ' 
most part, had served their apprenticesMp at court rather than on the 
seas. Of the younger generation Sir waiter Ralegh and Robert 
Devereux, Earl of Essex, ewere the most prominent ; and the latter, 
in spite of the defects of Ids character, had perhaps a larger share than 
any man of the qualities wMch had made Drake great. With their 
advent the war revived. Elizabeth’s eyes were now fully opened to 
the opportunities she had wasted, and the year 1596 saw the first 
regular attack on the new Spanish navy wMch PMlip had been silently 
organizing since the defeat of 1688. 

WMlst the news of Drake’s failure and death was yet unknown a 
great armament was in preparation to drive home his expected victories 
by a blow at the ports and sHpping of Spain itself. The scale of the 
expedition was such that the Lord Admiral came forth to lead it in 
person with his son Lord Thomas Howard as vice-admiral, Ralegh 
as rear-admiral, and Essex as general of the land forces. Delays 
arose from the bad news from the West Indies and the capture of 
Calais by the Spanish army in the Netherlands. These produced the 
customary vacillations in the queen’s intentions. Einally her doubts 
were overcome, and on Jime 3, 1696, the fleet set sail. It consisted 
of forty-seven men-of-war and over sixty transports conveying an 
army of 8000 men. With great speed and secrecy it made straight for 
Cadiz, its cMef point of attack, and the surprise was so far successful 
that the Spaniard had less than two days’ wan^g of its approach. 
After its arrival the Lord Admiral, old and cautious, wasted time in 
councils of war and the deliberation of formal plans of attack. In the 
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end Lord Thomas Howard, Ralegh and Essex took things very much 
into their own hands. The two former attacked the shipping whilst 
Essex landed the array and stormed the city. The Spanish warships 
fought hard, but were unable to stop the Enghsh fleet. All except 
a few galleys perished, destroyed by the English or burned by their 
own crews, together with a number of laden merchantmen. In all 
nearly flfty ships, worth twelve million ducats, were thus lost to Spain. 
The action ceased only when the English were masters of the city and 
the harbour a mass of blackened wrecks. Essex was in favour of 
permanently holding Cadiz, as the best bridle upon Spanish naval 
power. But he was overruled, and after giving the place to the flames 
the expedition sailed homewards, committing further depredations 
by the way. 

Essex had vainly pleaded for sufficient delay to permit of an attempt 
on the homeward-bound treasure-fleet and the East Indian oarraoks. 
In this alsq,he had been overruled. His wisdom was recognized when 
it became Imown that these rich convoys had come safely into port 
soon after the departure of the English ; and Ralegh, who had been 
most eager to retiun home, fell into discredit. Although more might 
have been done the success was yet brilliant. Philip, stung to loss 
of self-control by the disgrace and disappointment, swore to be revenged. 
Working feverishly all through the summer he collected a fleet of a 
hundred sail in the ocean ports of Spain and Portugal. In spite of all 
advice he drove it to sea in the last week of October, bent upon invading 
England at a season when precautions might be relaxed. Again 
fortune failed him. A storm shattered this Armada also, destroying 
thirty-two large ships and two thousand men ; and not a single Spanish 
sail came in sight of the English coast. 

So for seven more years the see-saw continued, each side attacking 
in turn and neither being able to deal a mortal blow. In 1697 Essex 
and Ralegh made great preparations for one inore stroke at Spain 
with fleet and army. The weather dispersed their force as it had done 
Philip’s, although English seamanship prevented the terrible casualties 
of the previous autumn. Landing their soldiers, they set forward 
again on a purely naval adventure intended for the interception of the 
treasure-fleet at the Azores. This, the well-known “ Islands Voyage,” 
was a melancholy series of misfortunes and mistakes. Ralegh’s 
hehaviour offended the fiery temper of Essex ; the treasure-fleet 
bhmdered unsuspecting into the midst of the archipelago whilst the 
English were there, and was missed by a bare three hours ; and a 
carraok of 2000 tons was almost in their grasp when, being prematurely 
fired upon, she was beached and burnt by her own crew. The com- 
manders came home in hitter enmity whnst Philip was preparing Lis 
last Armada. As in the previous year, it sailed in the late autumn, 
only to be scattered and dltven back by the Biscay storms. In 1598 
Philip IL died, to ^be relief of many of his subjects who Laid come to 
believe that fortune wonld never smile upon his flag. But the new 
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king, PMlip Til., although eager to maintain the contest, effected little. 
The chief point of interest lay now in Ireland, where continual rebellions 
seemed to offer the Spaniards their best opportunity. In 1601 Don 
Juan de AguUa landed at Kinsale, and for a time the Enghsh forces 
were in a serious position. But fhe intrepidity of the Deputy, Lord 
Mountjoy, turned the scale, and Aguila surrendered after the defeat 
of the Irish levies which had marched to join him. In the West 
Indies the outstanding event of these years was the capture of Puerto 
Rico by the Earl of Cumberland with a privateer force in 1598. 

The long tragedy came to an end with the death of Elizabeth in 
1603. James I., her successor, made haste to proclaim that he did not 
consider himself at war with Spain, and commissionera from either 
side concluded the peace of 1604. By this treaty the causes of the 
war were ignored. Not a word was said of the position of England 
as an oceanic power, or of her rights to trade and colonize in the west. 
Philip II., dying in despair, had warned his son that he must in the 
end concede trade in the Indies to his foes. The situation had not 
altered since that date, but James demanded less than Spam had 
steeled herself to give. The real result of the war, however, is not to 
be looked for in the treaty. It lay plain for aU the world to see in 
the contrast between the power and prestige of England in 1558 and 
1603. At the former date she had seemed barely fitted to survive as 
a European Idngdom, destined rather, in the opinion of many, to be- 
come an appanage of Erance or Spain. At the latter, she stood forth 
tried and proved in conflict with the greatest world-power, and ready 
now to become a world-power hersdf. 
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W. E. Idngelhaeh, Trans, of Royal Historical Society, vol. xvi. (1902) ; The 
Early History of the Levant Company, by M. Epstein, London, 1908 ; and Acts 
and Ordinances of the Eastland Company (Introduction), by Mias M. Sellers, 
Camden Society, 1006. 


CHAPTER 11. THE AGE OE DISCOVERT— PORTUGUESE 
AhTD SPANISH. 

The Cambridge Modem History, vol. L oh. i. and ii. (by E. J. Pajme), provides 
a good introduction to the subject of this chapter. The history of early dis- 
coveries to 1460 is excellently told in Prince Henry the Navigator, by C. R. Beazley, 
London, 1894, a work which, although one of a “ popul^ ” series, is the fruit 
of deep research. Vasco da Gama and his Successors, 1460-1680, by K. G. Jayne, 
London, 1910, completes the subsequent record of Portuguese explorations. 
Authoritative “ orthodox ” lives of Columbus are those by Sir C. R. Markham, 
London, 1892, and J. B. Thaoher, 3 vols.. New York, 1903. The new point of 
view advanced in Henry Vignaud’s ToscaneUi and Columbus, London, 1902, and 
Histoire Critique de Christophe Gdomb, 3 vols., Paris, 1911, has been mentioned 
in the text. The controversy is summed up in The New Colvmtrus, by H. P. 
Biggar, Washington, 1914. Amongst other works on the discoveries are The 
Life of Ferdinand Magellan, by E. H. H. Guillemard, London, 1890, and Martin 
Behaim (the geographer), by E. 6. Ravenstein, London, 1908. Those who 
desire to read in En^ish translations the oontemporoiy accoimts of the disooveries 
shonld oonsnlt the publioations of the Hhkluyt Society, espeoially The Voyages 
of the Zeni, ed. R. H. Major, 1873 ; Azurara's Chronicle qf the Discovery and 
Conquest of Guinea, ed. C. R. Beazley and B. Frestage, 2 vols., 1896-9 ; Journal 
of the First Voyage of Vasco da Gama, 1497-9, ed. E. G. Ravenstein, 1898 ; Journal 
of Colwmbus, ed. Sit C. R. Markham, 1893 ; and Early Spanish Voyages to the 
Strait of Magellan, ed. Sir C. R. Markham, 1911. The editors’ introdnotious 
to these volumes provide full historical accounts of the several sahjects. 
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CHAPTER ni. THE AGE OE DISCOVERY, ENGLISH ; &ND THE 
NAVY, 1486-1668. 

The discoveries of the Cabots have given rise to more controversial -writing 
than has any other historical problem of -this period. The Gahot Bibliography, 
by G. F. Winship, London, 1900, contains the names of no less than 679 books 
in all languages bearing upon the subjeot. Of the more modem works in English 
the following present the matter in ail its bearings : Voyages of the Gahots, by 
S. E, Dawson, in Trans, of the Boyal Society of Garuda, 1894 ; John and Sebastian 
Gdbol, by H. Harrisse, London, 1896 ; Jolm and Sebastian Oabot, by G. R. Beazley, 
London, 1898 ; Voyages qf the Cabots and Oorte Beals, by H. P. Biggar, Paris, 
1903 ; and MaHtime Enterprise, 1485-1668, by J. A. Williamson, Oxford, 1913. 
The account given in the present chapter follows the conclusions arrived at in 
the lost- mentioned work ; out in such a complicated matter the most satisfactory 
course is for the student to examine the evidence (small in bulk and fully set 
forth in most of the above) and form bis owa opinion. 

The subsequent English discoveries are treated in the above-men-tioned books 
of Harrisse, Beazley and Williamson. The Discovery of North America, by 
H. Harrisse, London, 1892, treats the subjeot from the geographicaT^oint of view, 
and includes reproductions of many of the ancient maps which survive. The 
Voyage of (he Barbara qf Londm, by R. G. Marsden, English Historical Beview, 
vol. xxiv., throws new light on the Brazil trade in the time of Henry Vin. 

For the navy, 1486-1668, see the works of Sir W. Laird Clowes, D. Hannay, 
M. Oppetiheim and Sir J. S. Corbett, mentioned in the Authorities for Fart 1. 


CHAPTER IV. THE NEW COMMERCE. 

The Guinea enterprises of Mary’s reign have not, generally speaking, received 
os much attention mm histbrisns as tneir importance in Internationa relations 
warrants. The voyages and the Anglo-Portuguese negotiations to which they 
gave rise are described in Williamson’s Maritime Enterprise, 1486-1658. Their 
business organization and financial arrangements receive attention in Joint 
Stock Compames to 1720, by W. R. Scott, 3 vols., Cambridge, 1910, etc. The 
same authorities treat also of the establishment and early operations of the 
Muscovy Company. The orimnal narratives of the Russian expeditions ai-e 
collected in Early Voyages to Bussia and Persia, ed. E. Dehnar Morgan, 2 vols., 
Hakluyt Society, 1886. 


CHAPTER VI. TRADE BY FORCE OF ARMS AND THE REPRISALS 
FOR SPANISH EXCLUSIVENESS. 

The story of -the Guinea trade under Elizabeth must be read in Hakluyt’s 
Prirmpal Navigations, Its business aspect is dealt with in Scott’s Joint Stock 
Companies. The narratives of the early slave-trading voyages are collected in 
The HavMns Voyages, ed. Sir 0. R. Markham, Hakluyt Society, 1878. The 
proceedings of Sir Jolm Hawkins are fully elucidated in Sir J. 0. Corbett’s Drake 
a/nd the Tudor Navy. Spa-nish accounts of the affair at San Juan de Ulua and 
the voy^e ot Thomas Cavendish are given in La Armada Invencible, by C. Fer- 
nandez Duto, 2 vols., Madrid, 1884. There is no life of Cavendi^, but his 
voyages are described in The JAfe qf John Davis, by Sir C. R. Markham, London, 
1889. For Drake’s voyages Corbett’s work above mentioned is the highest and 
most complete authority. New Light on DrdtCe, ed. Mrs. Z. Nnttall, Hakluyt 
Society, 1914, is a oolleotion of reoently revealed documents foimd for the most 
part in Mexico and Spain and dealing principally with the voyage of ciicum- 
navigation. Their general effect is to confirm and amplify Corbett’s oonolusions. 
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CHAPTER Vn. THE PHSH TO THE EAST. 

Eor the Persian trade see Morgan’s Early Voyages to Itmsia and Persia (under 
Ch. IV.). The North West voyages are described in Tlie Life of Sir Marlin 
Frobisher, by Rev. E. Jones, London, 1878 ; and in Markham’s Life of Davis. 
The best account of the early East Indian expeditions occurs in The History of 
British India, by Sir W. W. Hunter, vol. 1, London, 1899. The latest authorities 
on India at the period are embodied in The History of India, by V. A. Smith, 
Oxford, 1919. Ledger and Sword, by Beokles Willson, London, 1903, contains 
muoh information on the origin of the East India Company narrated in a lomantio 
vein. 


CHAPTER Vni. ELIZABETHAN A'rTBMPTS AT COLONIZATION. 

Hakluyt’s Discourse concerning Wester^i Planling, written in the sixteenth 
century but first printed by the Maine Historical Society in 1877, gives the 
best exposition of contemporary views on colonization. The writings of Gilbort, 
Peokham ancf Carloill may bo read in Hakluyt’s Principal Nagivations. Eor 
Gilbert’s voyages and projeots the fullest authority is Tlte Life of Sir H. Gilbert, 
by W. G. Gosling, London, 1911. The English in America, by J. A. Doyle, vol. 1, 
London, 1882, summarizes the earlier American voyages and gives a full account 
of Ralegh’s colonies. Prominent among the many lives of Ralegh are those of 
M. A. a Hume, London, 1897 ; Sir S. Leo, London, 1904 ; and W. Stebbing, 
Oxford, 1809. Eor a work on the fate of Ralegh’s colonists, see footnote on p. 133. 


CHAPTER IX. THE SPANISH WAR. 

Corbett’s Drake and the Tudor Navy, and its cofitinuation. The Successors of 
Drake, London, 1900, give the most detailed modern history of the war, and 
finally sweep away many mythical but widely current traditions. Seo also tho 
naval histories of Laird Clowes, Hannay and Oppenheim. The original documents 
are collected in Stale Papers relating to (he Defeat of the Armada, ed. Sir J. K. 
Laughton, 1894 j and Papers relating to the Navy in the Spanish War, ed. Sir J. S. 
Corbett, 1898, both published by the Navy Records Society. Tho editors’ intro- 
ductions provide a careful ana^sis of tho evidence on disputed points. A useful 
summary of tho war ooours in Tho Cambridge Modem History, ILL. oh. ix. (Laugh- 
ton). Eoi the Spanish version see the work of Eemandess Duio alreai^ mentioned. 
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THE EOUNDATION OF THE MEECAHTILE EMPIEE 




CHAPTER I 

GENERAL SURVEY OF ENGLISH EXPANSION UNDER 
JAMES I. AND CHARLES I., 1603-164-9 

• 

With the accession of the Stuarts we enter a new age in English history. 
In the sphere of politics it difEers markedly from that which preced^ 
it. In the external activities with which this book is concerned there 
is, on the other hand, no sudden breach with the past, hut rather an 
intensification of effort along the old lines, and an increasing embodi- 
ment of the fruits of experience in overseas undertakings. We have 
therefore to consider modifications, not a revolution, in methods, 
accompanied by much more solid achievements. It is in achievement; 
indeed that the Tudor ags differs from the Stuart. The former groped) 
uncertainly towards an oceanic empire ; the latter founded and* 
developed it. 

Turning to the names of those with whom the story now concerns 
itsdf, we find much evidence of continuity. The greatest Elizabethans, 
indeed, were gone, but the younger generation had still their parts to 
play. Foremost among the merchants stood Sir Thomas Smith, 
grandson of Sir Andrew Judde and, like him, interested in nearly 
every trading venture of his time. Smith was governor of the East] 
India Company from its inception untU 1621, governor of the Muscovy' 
and Somers’ Islands Companies, treasurer of the Virginia Company, 
and a prominent member of the Levant Company. He mixed in 
politics to the extent of being implicated in Essex’s treason. For this 
he passed some months in the Tower, to be released and knighted in 
1603. Next year he went on an embassy to Russia, and later in life 
became a commissioner for the navy and member of Parliament. 
Amid all these interests he found leisure to be a patron of Arctic 
exploration. Next to Smith in importance came Lord Rich, the owner 
of many privateers, continuing to drive the old trade under foreign 
flags even after James I. had forbidden it to his subjects. Other 
Elizabethans surviving in full vigour inefuded John Davis, Sir George 
Somers, Sir James Lancaster and Christopher Newport, among the 
seamen ; Sir Thomas Dale and Sir Thomas Gates, soldiers of the 

1S3 
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Netherlands ; Ralegh and Southampton ; and Richard Halduyt, 
still active in the cause of colonization, and training a successor to 
his labours in tie person of Samuel .Purchas. We have cited only 
those who were to hear a part in promoting overseas expansion. Were 
the list to include leaders in other branches of thought and action it 
might be extended indefinitely : Shakespeare himself, it is well to 
remember, did not attain the fulness of his powers until the great 
queen was dead. It is only after the lapse of several years that we 
find men typical of a new era coining to the front — the younger Lord 
Rich, afterwards Earl of Warwick, his kinsman Sir Nathaniel Rich, 
<Sir George Calvert, Sir Edwin Sandys, John Pym, William Bradford 
land John Winthrop, all tinged with religious dissent and becoming 
leaders of English expansion largely on that account. 

There was, then, no sudden change in the trend of national thought 
.in 1603. The Spanish period in our development continued although, 
as we can now see, Spain was not nearly so important as in the 
imagination of the time she seemed to be. Contemporaries looked at 
the treaty of 1604, and saw that on paper it decided none of the ques- 
tions on which the long war had been waged. Thus it was natural 
for them to expect a renewal of the contest in the near future, and to 
frame their conduct accordingly. This misunderstanding of the real 
result of the struggle persisted for fifty years, and produced two more 
wars with Spain ere the true facts became apparent. Elizabethan 
tradition in fact had a great influence upon the foreign policy of 
Cromwell. r 

, Meanwhile a new rival, unregarded at first, was taking the place of 
worn-out Spain. The United Provinces, even before their independence 
was secure, were sending great merchant fleets to sea. In 1603 their 
East India Company, with its capital of half-a-miUion pounds, was an 
accomplished fact. In 1609 Spain consented to a twelve years’ truce, 
the complement of the Engli^ peace of 1604. And here again the 
significance lay rather in -flie facts than m the words. Spain was 
exhausted, the Dutch triumphant and growing stronger year by year. 
The whole Dutch nation set itself to monopohze the carrying trade of 
the world. For this purpose it had three assets : its skill in ship-j 
building and seamanship, its geographical position, and its freedomf' 
from the shackles of mediaeval organization. The first permitted itd 
shipowners to charge freights less by one-third than Enghshmen could* 
profitably work for ; the second gave access to the North Sea, the 
Baltic, the Arctic and the Atlantic as easy as that of London, whilst 
its command of the internal communications of Europe was far 
superior ; the third permitted the state to frame a mercantile pohey 
with sole reference to the needs of the time, unhampered by fixed 
ideas and vested interests qf^ancient hold upon the community. Thus 
equippedj the Dutch set out to carve for themselves a grip upon the 
commerce of the world comparable to that which the Hansa had 
enjoyed of old upon the northern seas of Europe. The menace aimed 
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principally at the fatuie prosperity of England, It showed itself 
equally and simultaneously in the Spice Islands of the east, ‘in trade 
and colonization in the west, in the markets of iSie Levant, in the vital 
Baltic produoing-area of naval stores, in the herring-fishery of the 
North Sea and in the whale-fishery of the Arctic. Everywhere the 
Hollander, by intrigue, by force of arms, by sheer business ability, set 
himself to oust the Englishman, Yet for many a year neither English 
kings nor the Enghsh nation realized the existence of the challenge. 
The Elizabethan legend still blinded them. The Dutch were 
Protestants, the Spaniards were Cathohcs ; they had helped the 
former to win their freedom, they had fought the latter so long that 
war with Spain seemed part of the established order of life. Thus the 
Dutch period in the English struggle for expansion, whilst in reality 
dating from 1695 when Cornelia Houtman tot rounded the Cape of 
Good Hope, begins in contemporary estimation at least thirty years , 
afterwards. We may date it, in fact, from the last yeaf of James’s 
life, when news came to hand of the Amboyna massacre. 

Such were the facts of the new age, and so slow were they to make 
their impression upon the minds of Englishmen. Nevertheless, ■ as 
the years passed, the Elizabethan picture of adventurous progress 
with sword in hand became less and less distinct, and in the interim 


ibefore the Dutch menace was grappled, a new conception took place, 
of steady expansion by means of the arts of peace. The Elizabethan 
ambitions of colonization, discovery and oceanic trade aU gained a 
stronger hold upon the people, with this modification, that men now 
realized that in patient toil ratii er than military enterprise lay the key 
to successy’' So we find the Tudor undertakings pursued with a changed 
attitude of mind, bom of experience. We are still in an age of experi- 
ments, but each experiment is pursued with a greater concentration 
of purpose rendered possible by the cessation of foreign war ; and the 
result IS a far higher percentage of permanent successes. 
i v/In colonization this development is very marked. The English 
1 emigration of the early seventeenth century took place in two distinct 
leaves, having ypiy different underlying motives. The first produced 
j' ijie permanent'i^erican colonies of Virginia and Maryland, together 
with establishments in. the West Indies and South America, some 
successful, others transient ; the second resulted in the foundation of 
'• the Puritan states of New England. 

The first colonizing impulse began immediately upon the conclusion 
of the Spanish war. Voyages of exploration 'along the American 
coastline resulted in the formation of two companies to plant respec- 
tively upon the northern and southern sections of the continent. The 
northern company did nothing effective. The southern one developed 
into the Virginia Company, founding, aft'jr a gallant struggle against 
apparently hopeless conditions, the colony from which it took its 
name (1606-24). The Virginia , colony occupied only the southern 
half of the attractive shores of Chesapeake Bay. Sir George Calvert, 
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first Lord Baltimore, obtaiaed from the Crown in 1632 a concession to 
plant in tbe northern part of the Bay. The project, carried through 
by his son, resulted in the establishment of Maryland (1634). At the 
Sir Eobeit Heath had in view the plantation of Carolina, 
to the south of Virginia, the scene of Ealegh’s original experiments. 
He obtained a grant for that purpose but circumstances prevented him 
f ro m acting upon it. In the meanwhile the decay of Spanish power 
threw open the West Indies and South America as a possible field of 
expansion. The occupation of the Bermudas (1609-10) grew naturally 
out of the Virginia enterprise, since they lay in the track of ahij« 
voyaging to that colony. Deeper in the Spanish sphere were Barbados 
and St. Christopher, taken in hand in 1624-6, and Nevis, Antigua and 
Montserrat (1627-32). On the mainland of the south Guiana became 
the scene of persistent though unsuccessful attempts. Immediately 
after the peace a few adventurers sought to found a settlement there 
in pursuit of Ealegh’s plans announced on his return from the Orinoco 
in 1595. Eobert Haroourt repeated the attempt in 1609, and secured 
by patent a large grant of territory in 1613. Next followed Ealegh’s 
final tragic adventure of 1617-8. In spite of his disaster Englishmen 
still saw possibilities in this region. Eoger North planted a small 
and evanescent colony on the Amazon in 1619, and eight years later 
founded an incorporated Guiana Company which long survived without 
durable result. Then for a time the Enghsh abandoned the mainland 
of South America. 

The above survey, covering a period of some thirty years, represents 
an outburst of colonizing energy which renders the Elizabethan 
achievements insignificant in comparison. We have now to consider 
more fuUy the motives which produced so powerful and widespread a 
■movement. 

The most important oJ^ese motives was undoubtedly the economic 
belief that colonies, Buit%ly chosen and managed, would strengthen 
the whole nation. Three important classes of commodities, regarded 
as essential to English well-being, were only obtainable from 
fortign countries, and their supply was dependent upon the favour 
and friendship of foreigners. These cornmnditiRa wnr A! (1) gold 
and silver, upon the possession of which the mercantile theory laid 
. great emphasis, holding it to be the essence of a nation’s strength ; 
; (2) naval stores — timber, cordage, canvas, pitch — then obtained only 
; from the White Sea and the Baltic ; (3) the spices of the far east, 
' precariously obtained hitherto by the Levant Company and the newly 
■ established East India Company, fighting its way against Portuguese 
and Dutch competition in the Ladmn Ocean. Eeports of numerous 
explorers gave rise to hopes that the precious metsds would be found 
both in North America and, in Guiana ; and, even when these hopes 
proved groundless, .the more advanced mercantilists still looked for 
an indirect advantage from colonization by the sale to foreigners of 
woi^ exdusively produced in English plantations. Wi^ regard 
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to naval stores, again, the discoverers’ accounts had been unanimous 
in raising expectations that North America would provide a new area 
of supply. Orders from homo constantly enjoined upon the early 
Virginia settlers the necessity for collecting cargoes of shipbuilding 
material, and ultimately a shipbuildiag industry did arise in the New 
England colonies. Finally, the connection of western colonization 
with the spice trade was also very apparent to the projectors of the 
time. The quest of the North "West, Passage was not a dead- ideal: 
it wasstill. active in contemporary thought, and there was a universai 
hope that the American , colonists would find a short way to Asia in 
the course of their explorations. In addition to these purely mercantile 
considerations a social change provided another argument for territorial 
expansion. In spite of increasing prosperity and a higher standard 
of living, unemployment in England seemed to be on the increase. 
The real reason was that a more complicated industrial system produced 
local dislocations with accompanying distress, but contemporaries 
drew the conclusion that England was grossly overpopulated, and that 
provision must therefore be made for the surplus in plantations overseas. 

It should be noted that this alleged overpopulation provided only a 
fleeting argument for colonization ; it was soon found difficult to recruit 
settlers for Virginia ; and before the end of the century the cry became 
that colonies depopulated the mother country and, in themselves, 
were only a source of weakness. But the important inferences drawn 
from this change of opinion will fall to be considered at a later stage. 
^Economic advantage 'undoubtedly stands foremost among the 
•'motives of the first emigration j but its promoters also put forward , 
“^’other arguments based upon inilit^ and rehgious grounds. With / 
regard to the former, it was claiihed that Virginia would form an/ 
excellent base of operations against the West Indies in the event of 
,a future, war with Spain. In contemporary phrase, it would be “a 
bit in the ancient enemy’s mouth.” In the days of Drake England, 
.with nothing but her o^m shores to defend, had been at war with a 
^colonial and ocean-trading power. The situation had been at first 
niglit. ah attractive one, but the later events of the war had cast doubts 
upon its real soundness. The Spanish authorities, once they had 
grasped the elements of the problem, had been able to take successful 
measures in defence of their colonies, and the treasure fleets had 
throughout reached home with fair regularity. The English fleets 
could not strike effectively at fortified colonies because there were 
no English bases in the west ; and naval opinion ended by regretting 
as a capital error the abandonment of Cartagena in 1586. The con- 
duhon now reached by. the thinlrers of the early seventeenth century 
was that American and Weak Indian colonies, although involving 
added responsibilities, would be worth acquiring on military grounds 
alone. The religious motive, already ref ewed to was that of converting 
’'’the heathen , to Christianity. It appears in most of the discussions 
^ of colonization, but since in actual fact it appealed to but a limited 
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number of minds no groat stress need bo laid upon it. The English 
' were not yet a missionary nation, nor, until the nineteenth century, 

! did they become one. A final argument for colonization, that of its 
advantage to the mercantile marine, is best expressed in the words 
of a writer of 1609 : “ We shall rear again such merchants’ ships both 
tall and stout, as no foreign sail that swims shall make them vail or 
stoop, whereby to make this little northern corner of the world the 
• richest storehouse and staple for merchandise in all Europe.” 

The reader of the above will be struck at once by the Elizabethan 
and “ Spanish ” aspect of the first wave of colonization. All the 
arguments in its support might as fitly have been advanced by Gilbert 
and Ralegh before Hie Armada as by the inheritors of their labours 
under James I. Both the ideas and their promoters were in fact' 
distinctively Elizabethan ; in national expansion as in literature the 
age outlived the queen herself by fully twenty years, and when we are 
tempted ta accuse the Elizabethans of instability and infirmity of 
purpose we should remember that they did indeed fulfil many of their 
promises in that long afterglow which followed the setting of the 
Tudor sun. 

Already before the first outward impulse had spent itself another 
had set in, the work of a yoimger generation, typical of the seventeenth 
cbntury, and wholly dissimilar to that which had peopled the shores 
of Chesapeake Bay. Puritans, in fact if not in name, had existed in 
England since the days of Mary Tudor and Cardinal Pole. Until the 
accession of James I. they had lived for tiie most part within the 
allegiance of the Anglican church, occupying many of its livings, 
securing a tacit acquiescence in some of their practices, and yieldmg 
the same to many things of which they did not approve. The mass 
of them, indeed, regarded themselves not as dissenting from but as 
constituting the Church of England. They had not yet faced the 
necessity of defining themselves, and it has been justly said thaty; 
'‘-at this period “Puritanism was an attitude of mind rather thanf 
a system of theology.” The change of dynasty and the transition! 
'jfrom war to peace disturbed thk state of quasi-toleration. Und^ 
James I. and still more under his son the Church of England fell imd^ 
the control of bishops who abhorred the Puritan outlook, and wh^ 
I enjoying greater political power than Elizabeth had ever allowed 
ji them, set about the enforcement of their ’news in sternly' practical 
>1 fashion. Intolerance begat intolerance, and although among the 
mafority the 'progress of the' schism was very gradual, certain flirian 
! congregations broke into open revolt in the first years of Janies I. 
t Having done so, they had to choose between remaining at home in 
' face of persecution or seeking ah asylum across the seas. They decided 
■ upon the latter alternative, and from 1608 onwards they emigrated 
ft to the Dutch Nethrgrlands indiioreasing numbers. 

From these men sprang the effective colonization of Now EnglaTul. 
They had*; good reasons for ’ Curtailing their sojourn in the Dutch 
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provinces. The isolation and emptiness of America attracted t.liAmj 
as they had attracted the Huguenots of Prance some seventy years 
before ; andjp.. 162Q_aJittle_band whom the world. has_ known as the 
Pil ,grim Fathers crossed t he ^i^fliilic..in.-the. and found^^^ 
t he settleme nt ofPl3Tnoutir^thin %e northward curve "of ‘C^”Gbd. <■, 
'Ih eu; exp e: ^ep ,~^ter much loss ~of-iife','' proved successful, and the 
growi^ ^bmmTanism of the English Ohurch drove many hitherto 
co^rmihg-G^vinists to thihlc" jrf . imiteting .their example. The 
leaders ""of 'ffiese later malcontents, men of greater wealth and social 
influence than the Pilgrims, formed the Massachusetts Bay Company, i 
and obtained a regular charter' from Charles I.- -In 1628-9 they planted 
their colony, which ‘qtiioMy became the most populous of aU the 
American settlements. Charles I.’s absolute government, coinciding 
with Laud’s religious tyranny, drove across the Atlantic thousands of 
Englishmen who would never else have dreamed of q^uitting their 
thomes. Massachusetts rapidly produced offshoots in Rhode Island, ■ 
•Uon necticut and New Haven, and extended its iurisdictioh northwards 
along the shores’ of Maine? Nor did Puritan emigration stop at these 
limits. The leaders of the party at home formed an association to 
exploit the West Indies. In 1631 they plant ed the I sland of Providence 
nea r the Mosquito Coast of Honduras. But fibif venture, '’after'some 
years’ prosperity, failed to” take permanent toot. The Spaniards 
captured the island in 1640, and the experiment came to an end. 

, Such was the Puritan emigration of the seventeenth century. It 
>Degan feebly in 1620, awelled,in yolmne.in 1629, when p^amentary 
govenujient seemedTFiished for. ever in England, continued unabated 
until 164 0, and ceased abruptly in that year, when the Long Parliament 
Vitook up 't he task of .abasing the pnde of bishops and the arbitrary 
power of kings" It was an unnatural phehonienon in the national life, 
arising' not faom a healthy instinct for expansion, but from a s'Chism 
in the chuichand the state so deep and so embittered that the passions 
to which it gave rise never wholly subsided in the Puritan colonies. 
»In effect the English nation had split itself into two hostile communities, 

I of which the s maller never fo^OTe the larger for the wrongs it, had 
linflioted. This circumstance, "as we~ah'alI''sS6?"lS'T3lS'''K6y tb' all the 
fsubsequent history of New England, and ultimately of America at 
'iiarge ; and it difierentiates the New England colonies very sharply 
%rom those farther to the south whose foundation we have already 
lionsidered. 

i '■ In the mechanism of their establishment the early colonies followed 
' no settled model. In Ynginia a chartered company, appealing to 
investors on patriotic and financial grounds, undertook the pioneer 
work. For the first three years it acted imder the strict supervision 
of a government committee ; from 1609 to 1624 it exercised almost 
ffitare control over the colony ; and in the latter year it was suppressed. 
Thmeeforward the crown appointed the governor and the council with 
powers modified by an assembly elected by the settlers themselves. 



160 A SHOBT HISTOEY OF BEITISH EXPANSION 


Maryland was a proprietary colony, the crown delegating the powers 
it exercised in Virginia to a proprietor who financed the early work of 
settlement and recouped his expenditure by disposing of estates. The 
proprietor thus appointed the governor and the council, and infiuenced 
the framing of the laws, but, as in the older colony, a popular assembly 
engrossed a large share of political power. The Pil^^ira Fathers’^ 
colony of Plymouth was, so far as internal affairs were conci^MS,"mi 
independent community. Its members made haste to discharge their 
debt to the English financiers who provided the funds for their establish- 
ment, and thenceforward governed themselves, electing their own 
. officials without reference to the home authorities. Only in such ,, 
external relations as those of trade and defence did they share in the | 
rights and duties of the English nation as a whole, and in them to an 1 
extent which was greater in theory than in practice. The same applies 
to the larger colonies of New England. Massachusetts began unde®' 
the aegis oi a chartered company. But the members', investing for 
religious and pohtioal rather than commercial reasons, took a course 
of action differing greatly from that of the Virginia Company. The 
stockholders, the council and the governor removed in a body toi 
America. The Company thus became identical with the colony, which ; 
remained virtually an independent state throughout the seventeenth 
century. Ehode Island, Connecticut and New Haven, as ofishoots* 
from Massacliusetta, enjoyed the same politioal conditions. Of the; 
West Indian settlements. Providence Island was founded and ruled' 
by a chartered company resembling that of Virginia. In the ten 
years of its existence its constitution underwent no change. The 
remaining island colonies were proprietary in type, the proprietors 
usually exercising greater powers than in Maryland. Amid all this 
diversity one type of colonial experiment was yet lacking. There was 
no crown, colony founded and controlled by government enterprise 
firom the outset. This was the more remarkable in an age when the 
crown was seeking to arrogate to itself powers of initiative which it 
had not possessed before. It exemplifies the permanence of the stamp 
which the Tudor policy had impressed upon English methods of 
expansion. 

Although independent and private enterprise accomplished the 
whole work of foimding the early colonies, their increase in numbers 
and diversity of circumstance necessitated ere long the formation of 
a national policy to regulate their relations with the mother country. 

, A policy involved also the creation of a government department for 
j its supervision. Hence we find in this period*the rudiments of what 
I is called the old colanial system together with tentative experiments 
' in central administration. Of the former it will be more convenient 
- to speak after reviewing the development of oceanic trade. Of the 
latter the principal stages as follows. In the reign of James I. 
the short-lived EoyaFCouncil for Vir^nia (1606-9) might have grown 
into a colonial department had not ■^e incorporation of the Virginia 
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Company put an end to its ezistence ; ^ thenceforward the king, 
advised hy the Privy Council, dealt directly with the colonies. In 
1623, when the House of Commons attempted to discuss his treatment 
of the Virginia Company, he told them plainly that such matters 
concerned himself and the Privy Council alone, and they accepted the 
rehuff. Under Charles I. a Commiasion of Trade was appointed in 
1625 to consider colonial as well as commercial matters. It was, 
however, of a temporary nature, expiring in 1626.® In 1630 the duty 
of supervising external activitias was divided, the Privy Council 
rConituittee of Trade and various temporary Plantation Commissions 
Iworking side by side. The latter, however, were only appointed for 
'special exigencies. Next, in 1634, Charles called into existence a morej 
permanent Commission for Plantations with Archbishop Laud at its' 
head. In theory it had power to make laws, impose penalties, remove' 
governors, appoint judges, hear complaints and review charters.® In 
practice it was powerless to deal effectively with the Puritan colonies 
to restrict whose independence it had been created ; and it found no 
occasion to interfere with Virginia and Maryland. Laud’s commission 
disappeared in 1641 amid the rising tide of parliamentary encroachment 
on the powers assumed by the crown. The Privy Council again 
became the controlling body until the outbreak of the Civil War, when 
the Parliament’ appbmted a new Commission for Plantations, consisting 
of eighteen members with the Earl of Warwick as president. , This 
body ended with the king’s life in 1649. Erom the above we may see 
that, as in so many oth^ matters with which we have had to deal, a 
period of experiment preceded the definite creation of a new institution. 

Colonization was but one branch of English expansion in the 
seventeenth century ; complementary to it was the steady growth of 
oceanic trade. We have already seen the rise and swift decline of a 
semi-iHicit traffic with Africa and the West Indies prior to the Spanish 
war. In the later years of that war, as the returns from privateering 
decreased, English shipowners revived a precarious intercourse with 
certain places on the Spanish Main and the adjacent islands — ^in the 
year 1602-3 over two hundred vessels, English and Dutch, visited the 
coast of Venezuela to sell European produce and lade salt in return.* 
With the conclusion of peace this trade became illegal, but was not 
altogether extinguished. In the meantime the East India Company 
had entered upon its career, and ere long there followed persistent 
attempts to revive the African trade. The Levant Company, although 
confining its voyages to the seas of Europe, was in reality attempting 

1 See oh. ii. pp. 173-4. 

‘ A Commission oi Trade formed in 1622-3 had dealt with the cloth trade only. On 
these matters see C. M. Andrews, SHtiah Oommittees, Oommiaaiom and CouncUa of Trade 
and PUmtationa, 1622;76, Baltimore, 1008. 

• Andrews, op. eU. pp. 16-17. ’’ '' 

* Dr. A. P. Newton, Cdloniaing Aclivities of the EngUah Puritana, New Haven, 1914, 
p.14. 
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to conduct an Asiatic trade througli Syria and Mesopotamia ; and 
the Muscovy Company was still active in a somewhat conservative 
and unenterprising manner. For the first time this world trade 
became comparable in its bulk and importance to the ancient 
European trading system inherited from the Middle Ages. 

The East India Company began its operations at an auspicious 
moment. The Portuguese, its already estabhshed enemies in the 
east, were losing prestige and efficiency by reason of their subjection 
to Philip III. of Spain ; the Dutch, the most stubborn rivals of the 
coming time, were yet feeling their way as newcomers, and dared not 
show their true colours whilst their independence was ^gtill .,a t-Stake-in 
Europm. For the first few years, then, the English trailed m the 
Eastern Archipelago with fair success. Dutch opposition, evident to 
some extent from the outset, hardened perceptibly after the truce of 
1609. The Dutch Company employed four times as many ships and 
men in the cast as its English rival, and the ensuing trial of strength 
could have but one ending. By_ 1623 the English flag had disappeared 
from the islands of Asia, the richest mine of commercial produce in 
the world. Foiled in the Archipelago the English Company tmned 
towards India, then reckoned as a secondary field of enterprise. There 
they showed themselves as superior to the Portuguese as they had 
been inferior to the Hollanders ; and whereas they had succumbed in 
the islands to superior force, on the continent they made headway 
against it. The decade 1612-22 witnessed the final humiUation of 
Portugal, in the Indian Ocean. In the former year a paltry pair of 
Englim ships under Captain Best drove a large Portuguese squadron 
from the mouth of the Tapti, and by so doing secured the concession 
of a factory at Surat ; in the latter an Enghsh armament cleared the 
Persian Gulf and captured the island fortress of Ormuz. Circumstances 
thus modified the original intentions of the Company and decided that 
India rather than the Archipelago was to be the scene of its greatest 
operations. Thenceforward it extended its sway by the successive 
acquisition of factories in aU, parts of the Indian peninsula. 

The success of the East India Company stimulated a revival of 
interest in the western coast of Africa. In 1618 Sic WiUiam St. John, 
after preliminary voyages of a private character, secured a charter 
for his Company of Adventurers of London trading to Guinea and 
Benin. The Compfiny established a factory on the Gambia Eiver. It 
was consistently unfortunate and soon degenerated into a privateering 
concern without having made one successful trading voyage. For 
ten years the Guinea trade was practically open to any who cared to 
engage in it. But the local conditions, although they favoured slave- 
hunimg by freelances, demanded an organization of forts and factories 
for any sustained legitimate trade. Accordingly the year 1630 saw 
the grant of a new diarter -to the Company of Merchants trading to 
Guinea (or Sir Nicholas Crisp’s Company), Until 1636 this body 
achieved no success. Then, when it was virtually bankrupt, a single 
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ship belonging to it brought home gold to the value of £30,000, This 
lucky stroke gave it a fresh lease of life. It was reconstituted in 1651, 
and six years later, when it was once more in trouble, the Ea.st India t 
Company took over its forts and factories. The further history of the ! 
African trade belongs to the period following the Restoration.^ 

The Muscovy Company, the oldest of the joint-stock corporations, 
enjoyed an uneyentfiil career until 1636. Ten years of adverse fortune 
followed, culminating with the expulsion of all Englishmen from 
Russia in 1646. The Tsar was moved to this step by Dutch allegations 
that the Company made unfair profits, and also by monarchical 
sympathy with the misfortunes of Charles I. Cromwell subsequently 
obtained a partial restoration of the Company’s position, but the Dutch 
were now firmly established in the trade, and the old prosperity never 
returned. After the Restoration the joint-stock was wound up, and 
the merchants continued to do business as a regulated company. A 
by-industry arising from the Muscovy Company’s Arctic voyages was 
the Greenland whale fishery. The adventurers interested soon formed 
themselves into a separate body, and sought to create a monopoly. 
But the conditions of a sea-fishery rendered this virtually impossible, 
and even had English competitors been disposed of, the Dutch remained 
sufficiently formidable. 

The universal tendency to monopoly in aU these new undertakings 
has already been remarked. It was justified by the extreme risks of 
oceanic voyages, the advantage of corporate negotiation with savage 
or semi-civilized potentates, and the necessity for supervising the 
conduct of English pioneers in lands where the national reputation 
for honest dealing was yet to make. But the early Stuart period 
witnessed at home an embittered agitation against monopolies in 
internal trade and industry. Most of these latter were manifestly 
unjust, and the external monopolies sufiered much unfair attack by 
the confusion in the public mind arising from the misuse of a popular 
catchw'ord. The crown was not always to be relied upon for the 
maintenance of the East India Company’s chartered rights. James I. 
licensed at least one English and one Scotch courtier to make indepen- 
dent voyages of their own ; and the behaviour of the English interloper 
ill the eastern seas was so atrocious that he imperilled the whole credit 
of his countrymen in the eyes of Asiatics. Charles, in constant need 
of money, instigated the formation of a rival association, that of Sir 
WiUiam Couiteen, and the East India Company fell into a ^tate of 
disorganization from which it was only rescued by Cromwell in 1667., 
Both James and his son displayed lamentable weakness in the conduct 
of negotiations with the Dutch on the disputes between the rival 
companies of the two nations. Another and, to the beliefs of the time, 
a more plausible, line of attack upon the East India Company, lay in 
the allegation that its traffic drained the 26untry of wealth. It paid 

i JPoi these Afrioaa veatures see W. R. Scott, Joint jStoch Oompaniss ip 1720, 3 vola.i 
Cambiidge, 1910, voL ii. pp. 10-16. 
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for its spices partly by tbe export of manufactured goods, but more 
largely by carrying silver coin to the east. To the older buUionists 
this 'Was an economic crime ; the newer mercantilists were content 
with a less simple theory of trade, and as it became evident that the 
! returns from the sale of eastern produce in the long run greatly exceeded 
I the outlay, tlus form of agitation gradually lost its force. From the 
confusion caused by the changing conditions of the time there emerged 
(ultimately the theory of the balance of trade, by which it was reckoned 
;that so long as exports exceeded imports in total value, the commerce 
■of the country was in a healthy condition, since the difierence must 
pimply an accumulation of treasure. 

This mercantile theory, coupled with the ideal of national self- 
, sufficiency, whereby the mother-country and its dependencies should 
■ between them produce all the necessaries of national life, determined 
, the line of policy pursued towards the colonies. In the period 1603-49 
this policy!; commonly called the old colonial .system, was only in 
. process "of evolution. It did not receive its permanent form until the 
j passage of the Navigation Acts in the latter half of the century. Never- 
. theless its rudiments are traceable in the reigns of the early Stuarts. 
The Virginians were continually enjoined to produce, not tobacco, to 
them the moat profitable crop but to the mother cormtry a pernicious 
luxury, but naval stores, wine and sUk, necessary articles not ^tainable 
in England. The West Indian Islands were little valued until they 
found in sugar (introduced o. 1640) a staple commodity which satisfied 
the canons of the mercantile system. Prom 1621 onwards the 
American settlers received constant commands to ship thai goods 
exclusively to England. Charles I. went stiH further, attempting to 
restrict the colonial trade to English shipping. The weakness of his 
administration, however, depriv^ his pohoy of much of its effect; 
and the Dutch maintained their hold upon the carr 3 dng trade through- 
out Ms reign. To the conception of a self-sufficing eminre, a mother- 
country surrounded by a ring of outposts each contributing its quotum 
of necessary produce, the New England colonies remained a hindrance 
rather than a help. For, resembling the parent state both in climate 
and agricultural tendency, they competed with it in their demands and 
their productions, and developed a cross-traffic with the other colonies 
wMch aroused grave disapproval among the mercantilists at home. 

: In commerce, as in politics and religion. New England seemed marked 
' from its origin as the rebellious dnld in the family of English com- 
J munities. 

I The record of the navy under James I. and Charles I. is not a matter 
' for pride. Already in the last years of E^abeth there had been signs 
of deterioration. The Earl of Essex gave promise of maintaining the 
great work of Drake and Hawkins, out he withdrew from the sea 
service after the i^slands Voyage and died on the scaffold in 1601. 
' Thenceforward Lord Howard (now Earl of Nottingham), the conqueror 
of PMhp’s Armada, remained in nominal control, retaining the office 
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of Lord Admiral until 1618. Although personally honest, his great 
age and his partiality for his own kinsmen rendered him blind to the 
advancing wave of corruption which engulfed hi.s once splendid fleet. 
Of the shameful period which synchronized with the accession of 
James I. the presimng genius was Sir Eobert Mansell, treasurer of the 
navy from 1604 to 1618. Mansell embezzled the public funds in the 
most barefaced manner. Besides taking toll of every item of current 
expenditure he charged for the upkeep of establishments and travelling 
expenses for himself and his friends at exorbitant rates, he kept sbip.s 
on his books^ for years after they had ceased to exist, he carried out 
shoddy repairs and represented them as new construction, and he 
created sinecures to su^ an extent that at times there were as many 
admirals on full pay as skips in commission. His audacity in swindling 
passes belief ; and when James had the truth clearly and indubitably 
laid before him he contented himself with an exhortation to better 
conduct in the future.^ 

Such an administration brought honest officers to a loathing of the 
king’s service. In addition, the treatment of the sailors became 
steadily worse. Elizabeth’s government had been fairly heartless in 
this respect, but at least her admirals had been seamen, understanding 
the conditions of their trade, sha riug the life of their men, and never 
hesitating to speak their minds when moved thereto by patent abuses. 
Under Mansell it became a common practice for admirals to remain 
ashore throughout their commission, and to perform their duties by 
deputy. Barbarous customs and punishments had been inherited 
from the remote past but never before legalised. “ They were now part 
of ordinary discipline, and mark the downward progress of the sailor 
in self-respect and social estimation. They were easier and cheaper to 
apply than good government, but they bore their Nemesis in the next 
reim,” ® 

The scandal came to a climax in 1618, and the Duke of Buckingham, 
prompted by ambition and a genuine enthusiasm for the service, 
undertook the task of reform. Mansell and the Earl of Nottingham 
were dismissed, the former unpunished, to go down to posterity as a 
pattern of successful villainy; and Buclmgham became admiral, 
assisted by a Board of Commissioners, whose leading member was a 
public-spirited merchant named Sir Lionel Cranfield. The new 
administration checked corruption and strengthened the material side 
of the navy by a regular programme of new construction, but it failed 
to restore fighting efficiency to a generation which had forgotten the 
i^abethan tramtion. Lord Wimbledon’s expedition to Cadiz in 
1625, and Buckingham’s to the relief of EocheUe in 1627, 
failed disgracefully; and in a war winch pressed by no means 
heavily on the national resources the sufierings of the seamen from 

t I'or details of Mansell’s administration see Oppcuheim, pp. 180.i90. 

* Oppenheim, p. ISS. 
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slieer lack of good management surpassed any records wiicLi former 
times could show. Every folly and defect which had brought into 
contempt the Spanish Ajmada of 1688 was repeated in the English 
expedition of 1626. 

Apart from these wars the principal duty of the navy during the 
period should have been the safeguarding of the trade-routes against 
the depredations of the Barbary corsairs. These Mohammedan rovers 
had hitherto confined themselves to the Mediterranean, to which sea 
their galley type of shipbuilding and seamanship had alone been 
suitable. In the early years of the seventeenth century, taught 
Railin g tactics by a renegade English privateer,’- they extended their 
activities to the Atlantic, and from Algiers, Tunis, and the new port 
of Sallee in western Morocco, they roved in swarms against the com- 
merce of Europe. In 1612 they iiimcted damage amounting to £40,000 
upon the Nei^oundland fishing fleet alone. In 1616 thirty of their 
craft were reported to be cruising in the Atlantic, and one was captured 
in the mouth of the Thames. The south-coast towns had to construct 
fortifications against them, and they even reversed the ordinary 
process of the slave trade by carrying off peasants from the English 
fields. During one period of seven years they took English merchant- 
men at the rate of nearly seventy a year.® Such details are an eloquent 
witness to the decay of the navy. Charles I. at length bestirred 
himself to vindicate the national honour. A detachment of his ship- 
money fleet in 1637 did useful work at Sallee in cleansing the seas of 
these pests, a fact which is worth remembering to his credit, and as 
some set-off to the tyrannical means by which he equipped his force. 
But the pirates were not effectively curbed until England, by the 
occupations of Tangier and Gibraltar in a later age, became definitely 
a Mediterranean power. 

With his one outburst of vigorous action Charles I.’s naval record 
comes to an end. When the (hvil War broke out in 1642 the seamen 
showed that they had lost all loyalty to the Stuart crown. The navy 
sided with the Parliament from the outset, and by so doing contributed 
perhaps the decisive factor to the downfall of the royal cause. 

In all the developments dealt with in this chapter the personal 
influence of the early Stuart kings had an evident effect. The pohey 
•'of James I. is self-contradictory and puzzling; for whereas, viewed 
from the European standpoint, his subservience to Spain renders him 
/ contemptible, it is precisely in relation to Spain that his colonial 
proceedings stand out in a favourable light. Hephartered the Virginia 
Company two years after signing the treaty of 1604’. He maintained 
the colony in the face of Spanish protests, and when he destroyed the 
Company he did so only to tale its achievement under his own 
patronage. He gave his royal sanction to West Indian and South 

’ For the full story see Sir J. S. Corbett, England in the MeAUesrranean, i. pp. 10-13. 

, > OpperOieimj pp. 108-0. 
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American projects, from wMch. lie looked backward only when he 
ordered Ealegh to the block in 1618. It is more than probable that, 
had it not been for his firm attitude, the early struggles of Virginia 
would have been ended by a military blow from Spain similar to that 
which destroyed the Huguenots in Florida in 1565. Turning to the 
Bast, and bearing in mind that Portugal and its empire remained 
under Spanish domination from 1580 to 1640, we find a like definiteness 
of policy. The actual wording of the treaty gave the East India 
Company little excuse for its intrusion. But James held in true 
Elizabethan fashion that European treaties did not run beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, and he never coimtenanced the contention that 
English trade was illegitimate in the Indian Ocean. Thus far English 
expansion may be seen to have owed more to James I. than many 
historians, prejudiced by the record of home afiaira, have cared to 
acknowledge. But, as regards the Dutch, the story is different. The 
conflict in the Spice Islands came at an unlucky juncture. The 
Spanish marriage project had just failed, the Thirty Years’ War was 
beginning, and political reasons uiged an alliance with the nation 
wMch had behaved with barbarous injustice in the distant east. A 
stronger long might have carried his point in both matters ,* James 
sacrificed imperial interests to the game of European statecraft. 

One definite restatement of English policy emerges from the history 
of his reign. England no longer pretended to recognize the pa|)al 
award of 1493. In time of peace she was prepared to respect Spanish 
and Portuguese rights based upon effective occupation, but, in default 
of the latter, she claimed that aU non-Christian lands were open to any 
who were prepared to step in and exploit them. By the close of the 
seventeenth century the peninsular nations had each given a formal 
assent to this view. 

. Charles I., hke his father, began his reign with a genuine kindliness 
towards commerce and colonization. Virginia had little cause for 
complaint in his treatment of her interests. Nor was he intolerant 
towards the religious element in expansion. His grant to the Catholic 
.proprietor of Maryland was a model of liberality. He winked also at 
the obvious intention of the Massachusetts projectors to establish a 
I nonconformist state across the seas : “ His Majesty,” wrote Winthrop, 

I “ did not intend to impose the ceremonies of the Church of England 
upon us ; for it was considered that it was the freedom from such 
things that made people come over to us.” In trade also he was 
anxious to promote the common welfare, and his ordinances showed 
him to be abreast of the advanced economic thought of the time. 
Then, with the fatal resolution to be absolute in Church and state, 
a deterioration appeared in his attitude towards national ambitions. 
Laud demanded universal submisaon to^ the Laudian religion, and 
Charles placed him at the head of the CoiSmission,of Plantations which 
would assuredly have goaded New England into revolt had not the 
Civil War broken out at home. Commerce suffered also from the 
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eleven years’ tyranny. By 1640 the government ■was bankrupt, after 
long resorti]^ to shifts which could not he reconciled -with economic 
doctrines. Towards Portugal and the United Provinces Chades’s 
policy is parallel to tliat of his father. He truolded to the Dutch, 
relying upon a diplomacy which both parties Imew would not be backed 
by force ; and one of his last diplomatic acts before the catastrophe 
was the conclusion of a treaty with Portugal (1642) by which Engliul. 
claims in the east were substantially recognized. For the colonial 
policy of the last seven years of his life he is not, of course, responsible : 
the Parliament, oontrolung the na-vy, controlled the maritime interests 
of the country. 



CHAPTER II 

VIRGINIA, 1603-1624 

Although there is an apparent break of several years between the 
abandonment of Ralegh’s efEorta to colonize Virginia and the resump- 
tion of the task under James I., the subject in reality had never faded 
froni the thoughts of English adventurers. As the contest with Spain 
declined in intensity the interested parties began again to send ships 
to reconnoitre the American coastline. We have abeady mentioned 
the expeditions of 1602. In the following year Richard Hakluyt 
and others sent out Martin Pring from Bristol with two shijis. Their 
purpose was exploration and trade, rather than actual settlement. 
Ptiug examined the Virginian coast and returned with a favourable 
report. Still more notable was the voyage of George Waymouth in 
1606, under the patronage of the Earl of Southampton. Waymouth 
gave a very glowmg accoimt o£ the prospects of successful colonization. 
In the meanwhile the treaty with Spain had been signed in 1604. 
Negative- in all important respects, it omitted any express recognition 
by England of Spanish rights in North America. The Spaniards had 
pressed for such a recognition,^ but t^e influence of the English 
colonizing interest had been strong enough to secure the rejection of 
the clause, in spite of the undignified haste of James I. to conclude the 
peace. The way was thus open for the government to renew its 
patronage of -the Virginia venture. In other respects also the time 
was favourable. The king’s determination to put an end to privateer- 
ing set free for colonization the services of many adventurers and the 
capital of the owners of private warships. Some of these energies 
were diverted to the East Indies ; the remainder looked for their 
outlet in North, Central and South America, and more especially in 
Virginia. 

Waymouth’s report precipitated these floating aspirations. In 
April, 1606, not two years after the signing of the Spanish treaty, 
James issued a patent constituting a Royal Council for Virginia -with 
the duty of supervising colonization on the American coast between 
the latitudes of 34° and 45° N. The adveflturers willing to partidpate 
grouped themsdves naturally into two divisions, those bdonging to 
*• Prof. B, Channiag, History of the United States, New York, 1006, i. x*. 1S9> 
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London, and tliose hailing from Plymouth and the west country. It 
was therefore determined that, in accordance with the project originally 
conceived by Sir Humphrey G^ert, two colonies should be founded, 
one by the Pl^outh' Conipaiiy in the northern part of the assigned 
area, the other by the London Company in its southern sector. The 
companies themselves ware to enjoy commercial advantages and to 
furnish the needed capital, but the administration of the settlements 
was to remain in the hands of the crown acting through the medium 
of the Eoyal Council already mentioned. The arrangement was 
further complicated by the assignment of overlapping boundaries to 
the London and Plymouth Companies, the former having the right to 
plant between 34“ and 41°, and the latter between 38“ and 45° N. 
This division, which might have been a fruitful cause of future disputes, 
is possibly traceable to the devious mental processes of James I., 
whose talent for devising such subtleties earned him the title of “ the 
wisest foorin Christendom.” 

As the event fell out no trouble actually arose from this source, the 
London Company alone proving to possess any vitality ; and we may 
here conveniently dispose of the Pljnnouth Company before proceeding 
with the main course of events. In 1607 its directors despatched an 
expedition under George Popham and Ralegh Gilbert, who planted 
a settlement which they named St. George in the estuary of the 
Kennebec River (44° N). The settlers held out during a winter of 
great suBering and privation, and the survivors abandoned the enter- 
prise in 1608. Thenceforward the Plymouth Company continued in 
practical abeyance until 1620, when Gilbert, Sir Ferdmando Gorges, and 
others belonging to it secured a reconstitution of its powers under the 
name of the Council for New England. Their subsequent proceedings 
will be dealt with later. 

The London Company, which thus remained for practical purposes 
the sole Virginia Company, acted with greater perseverance. It was 
fortunate in securing the patronage of Sir Robert Cecil, and its 
influential members included Hakluyt, Sir Thomas Smith, Robert 
Rich, afterwards Earl of Warwick, Sic George Somers and Sir Thomas 
Gates. The original Royal Council for Virginia was evidently intended 
to be a government department for the regulation of colonial affairs in 
general.’- Later in 1606, the king appointed a special council to 
deal -with the Virginia colony. It consisted ultimately of twenty-five 
members, and, itself remaining in England, was to nominate a resident 
council in the colony, who were to govern in accordance with instruc- 
tions from home and to elect a president from among their own number. ' 
' It is thus evident that the home authorities intended to keep a very 
tight control upon the doings of the actual colonists. It was further 
provided that the Company was to pay to the cro-wn one-fifth of bS 
predous metals that might be obtained. It might also, for a period 
■ ^ H. B, Bgetton, ShoH Ewtory of Brttiah Colonial Policy, Sid edit., lioudon, 1910, , , 
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VIRGINIA, 1603-1624: 

of twenty-one years, levy a duty of 2^ per cent, on Englishmen and 
5 per cent, on foreigners trading with the colony. Under this final 
arrangement the Company set to work, and had its first expedition 
' ready to sail in December, 1606. 

The broad motives of English colonization at this period have 
already been considered. The particular designs of the London 
Company are revealed in the instructions to Captain Christopher 
Newport and his associates in the command of the first voyage. They 
were to find a navigable river and select a spot for the settlement as 
far inland as a 60-ton ship could penetrate, paying special attention to 
the defensibility and healthiness of the site chosen. On arrival they 
were .to open sealed orders which they carried from England, in which 
they would the names of the resident counciEors appointed by the 
home council. Two-thirds of the colonists were to be employed in 
building and fortifying the settlement and in tilling the soil ; the 
remaining third were to accompany Newport on an exploration of the 
interior, wherein he was to seek especially for deposits of precious metals 
and a passage to the South Sea. At the settlement itself all trade 
was to be for the public account, under the supervision of a " cape ” or 
head merchant ; the Church of England worship was to be maintained- ; 
conversion of the Indiana was to be attempted, and they were to be- 
treated with justice and Idndness. Newport was to return two months 
after the establishment of the colony. 

Captain Newport, the same who had brought the captured Madre 
da Dws to Eh^ahd in 1591, sailed from the Downs on January 1, 
1607, with two ships and a pinnace carrying 120 emigrants ^ in addition 
to the crews. He took the southerly route used by Ralegh’s expedi- 
tions, by way of the Canaries and the West Indies, and entered 
Chesapeake Bay on April 16. Chasapeake Bay forms an inland sea 
making a breach nearly two hundred mfies deep westwards and north- 
wards into the American seaboard. The estuaries of many rivers 
disembogue into it, dividing the coastal region of Virginia ® into long 
peninsulas, themselves notched and jagged by smaller creeks and 
inlets. Of the larger estuaries two, those of the James and York 
Rivers, lead into the bay at its southern extremity, opposite the 
opening to the Atlantic ; and between these two rivers lies the peninsula 
upon which the pioneers of 1607 laid the foundation of Jamestown , 
the first permanent English colony beyond the seas. It was at Yoric- 
town not twenty miles away upon this same tongite of land that Lord 
Cornwallis surrendered to Washington one hundred and seventy-fom: 
years later, and by so doing signalized the end of British power in the 
old colonies on the very sod wliich had been the scene of its earliest 
sufferings and triumphs. The site of Jamestown (called James Yortf 
in the earlier despatches) was chosen on ^Jay 13. It was low-lyingl 

1 Choaning, i. p. 163 j J. A. Doylo, The English in Amenco.-iondon, 1882, sayn lif 
(p. 162). Only 104 aotually landed. 

> Tlie name “ Virginia ” ia henceforward naod in its more limited, modem signifloance 
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malarious, bordered by swamp and covered with trees, and deficient 
offresb-water springs.^ To compensate for these drawbacks, which 
the settlers regarded fightly un& bitter experience revealed their 
significance, it was secure against attacks from the sea, and the water 
was sufficiently deep for the ships to be moored close under the hank 
of the stream. 

Newport opened the sealed document and revealed the names of 
the seven councillors. They included that of Cagtrin John Smith, 
without doubt the moat striking personality in the little band." His 
energy and resource were alone to avert the failure of the enterprise. 
But these very qualities rendered him a man who could not 
suffer fools glamy, and his service in the colony was one continual 
succession of quarrels with his less gifted ooUeagues. He arrived, in 
fact, in irons, as a result of disputes which had broken out during the 
five months’ voyage, and was only released when his name was found 
in the liat''of councillors. His Histmj, written some years later, is the 
authority for many of the early transactions of the settlement. Its 
truth has been called in question, but even when aU possible deductions 
have been made from his achievements he still stands forth as the 
undoubted saviour of the undertaldng. The councillors chose Edward 
Maria "Wingfield as their first president. 

' Newport, after seeing a triangular fort marked out and armed with 
a few guns from the sMps, pushed into the interior and made friends 
with Powhatan, the head oMef of a confederation of thirty-four small 
tribes of the neighbourhood. He failed in hi? objects of finding gold and 
the South Sea passage, and returned to learn that some of the Indians 
had attacked the fort in his absence. In spite of his tactful handing 
of Powhatan the settlement suSered for some years frorn sporadic 
Indian attacks. Newport departed for England at the end of June. 

Left to themselves the colonists failed to settle down to steady work. 
Smith saw what was needed, but his bad relations with the remainder 
of the council prevented him from taking control. The prime necessity 
was that of com, and he devoted himself to the task of securing supplies 
from the Indians. On one of his excursions he was ambushed and 
taken prisoner, two of his companions being killed. His own story, 
which has been most strongly criticized, asserted that he himself was 
on the point of being tortured to death when he was saved by the 
intercession of Pocahontas, the daughter of Powhatan. The old 
king, moved by h& daughter’s entreaties, renewed the affiance from 
which he had wavered, and remained tiie friend of the English for the 
remainder of his Ufe.® The dissentions among the leaders continued, 
and when Newport arrived with reinforcements in January, 1608, he 

^ L. G. Tyler, Mnffland in America, 1580-1652, Now York, 1904, p. 60. 

* The ohjeotions to belief in tlu£ story rest on inconsisteneies in Smith’s own accounts 
and on the faot that f ocahontas was only twelve years old at the time. Doyle and 
Channing ore sceptical. G^ler, however, accepts the tale, q^uoting argumeni^ in its 
support and a parallel ease from Spanish experiences in Iflorida (p. 47). ' 
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found that of the original councillors, Bartholomew Gosnold, the most 
able character after Smith, was dead of sickness ; another had been 
hanged for mutiny ; and Smith and Wingfield were in prison, the 
former under sentence of death. The rank and file had also suffered 
severely, more than half of them having succumbed to fever and 
privation. 

Apart from Ne’^ort’s fresh supplies of men and victual, and his 
opportune arrival in time to save Smith’s life, his presence was rather 
a hindrance than a blessing. The Company was already looking for 
commercial returns, principally it would seem, in the shape of the 
“ naval stores ” which buUr so largdy in the mercantile strategy of the 
time, and the energies of the settlers were diverted to the provision 
of cargoes for his ships. Wingfield went home with him, and Smith 
became the president of the colony. A second small reinforcement 
appeared later in 1608, but in spite of this the nunrbers of the colonists 
were rapidly diminishing as (hsease and starvation took, their ever 
inoreasing toll, and a spirit of despair settled upon the hearts of the 
survivors. The hope of treasure, the heritage of the sixteenth century, 
was already dead ; the settlers had as yet found no staple industry, 
no commodity, needed by the mother-country, which they could supply 
m abundance ; most of them had come out in a spirit of adventure, 
prepared for combat and movement, and the prospect of dreaiy, 
purposeless toil appalled them. They had not even the incentive of 
working for their own individual advantage ; for all the products of 
industry went to the coupnon stock, in which the idle shared euuaUy 
with the industrious. They were in fact a besieged garrison, slowly 
giving ground to intangible enemies, without hope of permanent relief, 
and without a definable ideal to spur them to self-sacrifice. Smith 
alone held them to their task, and even he seems to have seen little 
prospect of success for the colony as it was then organised, for he 
devoted himself principally to exploring the shores of Chesapeake Bay 
with a view to wider schemes in the future. 

It was thus evident that the undertaking must receive stronger 
baoliihg or perish ; and the critical decisions must be looked for in 
England rather than'in Virginia. As the true state of affairs began to 
be known at home iu 1609 an imexpected wave of enthusiasm for the 
colony swept over the surface of public opinion. Pamphleteers and 
preachers joined hands with the original promoters in declaring that 
the country must bestir itseK. For the first time the idea of true; 
coloniaatiou as opposed to treasure-hunting and the discoverer of, 
trade-routes took possession of the English people, and the national , 
energy, dispersed m many directions in the Elizabethan, period, now ■ 
centred itself upon the preservation of Virginia. 

Whilst offers of capital and personal service were flowing in, the 
government placed the undertaking on 'firmer foundations by the 
issue of a new charts. (May 23, .1609). By this Charter the Virginia 
Company, now definitely so-called, was placed in control of the colony 
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it was creating. A council and treasurer at home, all chosen from 
among the members of the Company, were to appoint a governor and 
officials in the colony to act in accordance with their instructions. 
The capital was to be reckoned in shares of £12 10s. each (the estimated 
cost of p1p.ui i7i g one settler), and personal emigration ^ was to count as 
the subscription of one share. All labour was to be for the common 
benefit for the first seven years, after which time the land was to be 
divided a mon g the settlers and the home investors in proportion to the 
number of shares held by each. Until that time shohld arrive the 
Company was to feed, clothe and supply the settlers with aU necessaries. 
Under this arrangement the adventurers at home gained confidence 
from the fact that the Company and not the crown was to administer 
the colony ; whilst the emigrants received the incentive of an ultimate 
reward for their labour in the possession of a landed estate. This was 
all to the good, although, as we shall see, it was not sufficient in itself 
to make the temporary communal society a success. 

Thus endowed with fresh life, the Company was able to set forth a 
great expedition in 1609. On June 1, 500 new settlers sailed in nine 
ships under the command of Sir George Somers, Sir Thomas Gates 
and Christopher Newport. Lord Delaware had been appointed 
governor under the new constitution, but remained in England until 
the following year. Somers ® and the other leaders sailed all in the 
same ship, the Sea AdvetUure. On the passage out a hurricane struck 
the fleet. One vessel foundered, seven reached Virginia, and the Sea 
Adventure, isolated from the rest, was run ashore upon the uninhabited 
Bermuda Islands in order to save her from "sinlring. Somers and aU 
hands were saved, but they found themselves effectually marooned 
until they could contrive to construct new vessels from the timbers 
of the wreck, a task which occupied ten months. 

In the meantime the bulk of the 1609 emigrants landed in the colony, 
which was now, by the death or departure of all the other councillors, 
under the sole government of John Smith. They brought insufficient 
supijlies with them, and they foimd the existing colonists already 
starving. Smith, in fact, had divided the latter into three bodies, one 
to live on the charity of the Indians, one to fish at Cape Comfort, and 
the third to support life on the oyster banks twenty miles below James- 
town — a diet which caused their skins to “ peel off from head to foot 
as if they had been flayed,” The newcomers, -unseasoned to the 
(^climate and appalled by the contrast between their glowing antimpa- 
'■^tions and the stem reality, began to sicken and die hke flies. Smith 
'■ was injured by an explosion of gunpowder and had to go home with the 
ships, leaving the settlement without a leader of outstanding character. 
The -winter of 1609-10 hved in Virginian annals as “ the starvmg time.” 

1 An emi^ant family ieceiye(^ a share for each of its members over ten years old, 
Pootors, clergymen and others redeived double or treble shares. 

* Somers yraa notable as the captain who. In oonjunction -with Sir Amyas Preston, 
. bad commanded in a successful raid on the Spanish Main in 16Q5. 
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The famishing wretches ate the bodies of the dead, and even killed the 
living for food. One man at least was executed for murdering and 
eating his wife. Another cast his Bible into the fire and raved in the 
' market-place that there was no God in heaven. In the summer of 
1609 there had been 600 inhabitants in Jamestown. By the spring of 
\ 1610 sixty alone were left. 

I Somers and Gates, subsisting through the same winter at Bermuda 
upon the hogs which some Portuguese navigator of past time had 
turned loose to breed upon the island, had busied their men in building 
two piimaoes. In these they sailed up the James in May, 1610. The 
sixty half-dead survivors met them. Together they had but a fort- 
night’s provisions remaining. To stay, in default of help from England, 
was to perish. They decided to embark all hands, make for New- 
foundland, and try there to obtain food for the voyage home. So 
irrevocable the decision seemed that someone proposed to burn the 
houses before departure, but Somers forbade it. On June 7, they 
dropped down the river, leaving Jamestown a deserted ruin," the walls 
broken down, the gates rotting from their hinges, the houses gutted 
of their woodwork. To the despairing band the Virginia enterprise 
seemed at an end, with all its misery and waste of hfe of no avail. 
But at the river’s mouth they met a pinnace bringing news that English 
ships were coming in from the sea. It was Lord Delaware arriving to 
take up his command, with new men, food, and new hope. All 
returned to Jamestown, and the darkest home of the colony was past. 
The words of a survivor best epitomize it : “ a miserie, a ruine, a death, 

' a hell.” _ ' 

Delaware took active measures to restore the undertaking. He 
I appointed, a new council, censured the idle and the fainthearted, and 
/ made a beginning of the stncf'dismpline essential to success.' He 
! despatched'Sit "Gdbrge Somers and Captain Samuel Argali to Bermuda 
for a supply of the wild hogs of the island. Argali missed his way,^ 
but Somers reached the scene of his shipwreck, to die there at the close 
of 1610. In spite of Delaware’s aoti-vity famine and fever again smote * 
the settlement, and many more deaths occurred before better conditions 
were fully established. His representations led the Company to adopt 
the rule of sending out a year’s supplies with every new batch of 
colonists. In 1611 failing health forced him to return to England. 
No sooner had he gone than discipline again became slack, work was 
neglected, and the shiftless inhabitants of JameStown spent their 
days in loafing and playing bowls in the street, whilst their houses and 
crops decayed for lack of attention. 

But retribution was at hand. Later in the year there arrived as 
deputy-goyerapr Sr Thomas Dale, an old soldier, strong of will and ^ 
merciless of na/tiire. He saw at once that mih'tary discipline alone 
. could secure 'the performance of necessary labour ; and he proceeded 
to establish military discipline as he had learned it 'in the Netherland 
wars. To a code of laws already sent out by Sir Thomas Smith, and 
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used by Delaware, he made additions of his own. Under his 
. administration flogging and death became the penalties for the slightest 
insubordination of attitude, even when evidenced in such trivial 
matters as spealdng iU of the Company or neglecting to attend divine 
service. His severity was more ^an certaia natures could endure. 
Some men fled to live among the savages rather than remain under his 
rule ; others conspired to overthrow it, and were hanged for their 
pains. But, terrible though his system may appear, there is little 
doubt that it was necessary : where he slew men by dozens their own 
slothfulness had slain them by himdreds, and his justification lies in 
the material prosperity which steadily increased from 1611 onwards. 
The whole story of Virginia up to this time illustrates the inherent 
weakness of a communal state of society in which good and bad share 
aldm in the fruits of common industry. Such a society inevitably sinks 
into decay unless governed by a despotism. 

Dale rejnained in the colony until 1616. During part of this period 
Sir Thomas Gates, another old soldier of the same kidney, was governor, 
Dale serving as high marshal or chief officer of justice. The two 
worked amicably together, and devoted themselves to something more 
than the maintenance of a reign of terror. Realizing that haU the 
early disasters were traceable to the unhealthy situation of Jamestown, 
they broke fresh ground higher up the river, founding Henrico and 
other new settlements and removing the bulk of the colonists to them. 
After the departure of Gates in 1614 Dale effected a pacification with 
the Indians which lasted for several years.^ He did this by utilizing 
the love for the English already evinced by" Pocahontas, the old long’s 
daughter. Pocahontas married John RoUe, a prominent settler, and 
^the two races subsided into a peace which bade fair to be permanent. 
iSTo the Dale-Gates r6gime also belongs the inauguration of tobacco- 
planting as the staple industry. RoHe experimented with tobacco in 
; 1612, and in the following year despatched the first cargo to England. 
Once established, tobacco culture spread rapidly, much to'the disgust 
of James I, and the mercantfiists at home, who would have preferred 
to see their colony produce naval stores or com, and so add to the seK- 
suffioiency of the nation. The current objection to tobacco sprang 
partly from this reason, partly from an idea that its consumption would 
prove to be but a passmg fashion, mid largely from a genuine belief 
that its sale was harmful and immoral. The conservative opinion of 
the time regardecf it much as we regard the opium traffic now, and 
was proportionately ashamed of this firstfruit of successful colonization,^ 

In the last year of Dale’s rule the seven years of common ownership 
prescribed by the 1609 charter expired, and the governor began the 
allotment of individual plantations to the surviving pioneers. This 
was undoubtedly a step which was urgently needed as a preliminary 
to the relaxation of rule by martial law. Dale also pressed upon the 

^Gt. L. Beer, Origma of the British Oolmial System, 1678-1660, New York, 1908, 
ch. iy. 
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Company another improvement, that of the class of emigrant which 
they were sending out. He protested against the idea that Virginia 
was a fit receptacle for the failures of England, and contended that it 
was a land worthy to receive better inhabitants. His own words are 
I worth quoting ; “ I have seen the beat countries of Europe ; I protest 
' ' unto you, before the living God — ^put them all together, this country 
will be equivalent unto them, it beir^ inhabited with good people.” ^ x. 

The next governor wa^ George Yeardley, who gave place after a"' 
short interval to Samuel Argali (1617-19). Argali’s rule marks a step 
backward. His appointment was due lass to his merits than to the 
intrigue of a faction in the Company. He used his office solely as a \ 
means of filling his own purse, arresting the grants of land to the ' 
planters,® and treating them practically as a slave-gang for his own < 
service. Such at least is the tenor of the colonists’ complaints against 
him ; and as he was never brought to trial, he found no public oppor- 
tunity of disproving the charges. When reports of his proceedings 
began to arrive in England the Company decided to send out Lord 
Delaware with instructions to establish representative government by 
means of a popular assembly. Delaware died on the voyage, and after 
some delay Yeardley received the appointment in his stead. Argali 
decamped without awaiting his successor’s arrival. He never returned 
to Virginia, but evidently gained the favour of James I., for he waa 
subsequently knighted and employed in positions of trust.® 

Yeardley arrived to take up his second term of office in the spring 
of 1619. His instructioQs were to put into operation the privileges 
accorded to the colonists by the Company’s resolutions of the previous 
year — privileges to which some have accorded the title of the Magna 
y' Gharta of Virginia. He lost no time therefore in summoning a repre- 
sentative assembly of two burgesses from each of the eleven settlements 
wMdh h6w"'c6mposed the colony. (With the aid of this assembly, 
which in imitation of the English Commons appointed a speaker and 
a sergeant-at-arms, he exacted a new code of laws for the future 
regulation of the colony’s hfe. In general they resembled the current 
statutes of the mofher-country with special modifications to suit 
local conditions.) Their significance is that, in conjunction with an 
extended allotment of estates, they mark the end of military com- 
munism and the inauguration of the social order normal to Englishmen 

1 Historians’ estimates of Dale naturally vary. Cbonning oonsUlers him “ the boat 
of the early governors of Vii'ginia,” Doylo oondomns his “ atrocious oode," and 
Bancroft says that it " added new sorrows to tlio wretchedness of the people, who pined 
and perished under despotio rule,” Token by itself this latter statement would almost 
imply that they had done otherwise than pine and perish when left to their own 
unruly devices. 

* H. L. Osgood, The American Colonies in the Seventeenth Century, Now York, 1904, 

. i. p. 77. 

» It should be noted thot Dale, Gates, Yeardley (first period) and Argali were, 
strictly speaking, deputy-governors for Lord Delaware, who retained the title of 
governor bam 1Q09 to hi^ death, in 1018. 
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living under settled conditions. Some of the enactments sought to 
modify the colony’s exclusive dependence upon tobacco by enjoining 
the production of foodstuffs, silk, flax, and wine. But in spite of a 
progressive fall in its value tobacco remained the only remunerative 
crop, and all attempts failed to establish other branches of industry. 

The extension of the tobacco estates and the prolonged peace with 
the Indians tempted the planters to quit the shelter of their fortified 
settlements and live in more scattered habitations. They had 
apparently good ground for their confidence, for the savages had 
shown themselves increasingly docile for some time, listening to the 
teaching of missionaries, and sending their children to school. But 
appearances were deceptive. The old long Powhatan died. His 
successor was Opeoancanough, long erroneously described as his 
brother, but in reality a stranger of another race, who had in his youth 
been driven out by the Spaniards from territory far to the southward.^ 
This man -harboured an implacable hatred of aU white men, and 
possessed the strength of purpose, rare among the savages, to conceal 
his designs until the time was ripe. In 1622 he struck hard and 
suddraily, and before resistance could be organized massacred the 
outlying planters to the number of over three hundred. The result 
was a gueriUa warfare lasting several years, the cessation of attempts 
to civilize the red men, and a temporary contraction of the cultivated 
area. The colonial leaders sought to exterminate the Indians by a 
systematic destruction of their crops. After many years they gave up 
the attempt and the war gradually died- down. Opeoancanough 
lived to carry out another massacre twenty-two years afterwards. 

During this period the history of the Company’s fortunes in England 
is full of interest. In 1612jt_obteined a tlurd charter amplifying the 
powers of control conferred upon it in 1609. The 1612 charter provided 
for quarterly meetings of the shareholders to elect members of the 
coimcil, and also added the recently discovered Bermudas or Somers’ 
Islands to its territories. The three most prominent members of the 
directorate were Sir Thomas Smith, Robert Rich, Earl of Warwick, 
and Sb Edwin Sandys, with the last of whom the Earl of Southampton, 
Shakespeare’s patron, was generally found in association. Each of 
these leaders had a following among the stockholders, and their mutual 
disagreements, springing originally from mere matters of business but 
expanding into broad £vergences of principle, ultimately ruined the 
whole corporation. Until 1619 Smith filled the office of treasurer. 
He looked undoubtedly for some return upon the money invested, and 
viewed the imdertaking in the same light as the Muscovy and East 
India Companies, with which he was closely connected. A disagree- 
nient with Warwick led the latter to intrigue for the appointment of 
his proteg6 Samuel ArgaU as governor in 1617. But when ArgaU fell 
into manifest discredit Woriidek and Smith made up their quarrel and 
united to oppose the new ideals personified by Sandys and Southampton, 

''■T, J. Wertenbaker, Virginia under the Stuarts, Frmoeton, 1914, p. 89. 
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These ideals wore broadly that the social welfare of the settlers and the 
expansion of the colony in the national interest must henceforward be 
the Company’s chief care. Instead of looking for immediate profits, 
this party sought to promote “ the honour and safety of the Kingdom, 
the strength of our Navy, the visible hope of a great and rich trade.” ^ 
The theory that these factions in the Company represented the 
Court and Puritan parties in general politics was long held, and is now 
discredited. Sandys, it is true, was an advanced liberal in political 
and religious matters, but so also was the Earl of Warwick, who 
opposed him. The parallel therefore breaks down.® Whatever 
may have been the origin of the cleavage, t^ tension became acute in 
1618-9. In the former year Sandys secured the grant of political 
pri^eges to the settlers and the successive appointments of Dela- 
ware and Yeardley to carry it out. Smith, who had approved the 
martial administration of Dale and Gates, resigned the treasurership 
in 1619. Sandys became treasurer in his stead. An examination of 
Smith’s accounts revealed negligence on his part, and in his disgust 
he became a bitter enemy of the Company and its new managers. 
Sand^ now conomenced another campaign to popularise emigration. 
In his enthusiasm he painted colonial life in too rosy colouia. He 
secured thousands of new emigrants, and these, unseasoned to the 
climate, fell victims to a great outbreak of fever which raged in Virginia 
from 1620 to 1624. The news of the Indian, massacre was another 
blow,- and hard upon it came the publication of The Unmasking of 
fi^nia, by Nathaniel Bfltler, specially commissioned by the Smith- 
Warwick faction to reveal as many damaging facts about the colony 
as possible. 

So matters stood in 1623, when it was evident that the Virginia 
Company was in difideult waters. It had never, been profitable and 
was now insolvent. The king hated Sandys and his friends for their 
liberalism. He also disapproved strongly of the tobacco trade, although 
he entered into a tobacco contract with the Company in 1622 on terms 
very favourable to himself. Count Gondomar, the Spanish ambas- 
sador, is also said to have been in league with the enemies of Sandys, 
yet it is not clear that Spain could expect much advantage from the 
t,a,1HTig over of Virginia by the Crown;® for James always made it 
plain that although the Company might be ofiensive to him he was a 
staimch supporter of the colony itself. Gondomar’s influence is not 
proven, but the other considerations sufficed to bring the long to a 
decision. In 1623 he opened proceedings for the co^cation of the 
Virginia Company’s charter. The friends of Sandys sought to debate 

1 This represents the Sandys faction’s own account of itself. But in justice to Sniitli 
it should be noted that, whilst the Company’s records for his term of office are missing, 
those for 1619-24 are still extant. Wo have thus a'^roper presentation gE .the case 
for one party only. 

* A. P. Newton, op. off. p. 25. 

• Egerton, ov, cU. pp. 35-7, 
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tte matter in parliament and were silenced by the royal command. 
In 1624- the case was concluded, and the Company ceased to exist. 
Historians are fairly unanimous in their judgments upon the step ; 
morally and politically the abrogation may have been unjustifiable ; 
in its practical efiects it was a benefit to all concerned.^ 

1 Doyle, p. 242 j Channing, i. g. 225 ; Egerlon, pp. 35-7. 
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VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND, 1624^1649 

When James I. dissolved the Company Virginia had a population of 
about 1200 settlers. The general plan of its future development was 
already sketched out, dictated principally by the climatic and 
geographical characteristics of the country. The most important of 
these was the river system, by which, ocean-going ships could penetrate 
at many points far inland h:om the coast. There was thus no con- 
centration of external trade at one great depot, as happened in certain 
later colonies. Port facilities being widely diffused, the business 
population remained equally scattered, and there was no development 
of large towns. To this decentralization the growth of the tobacco' 
industry and the failure of attempts to establish manufactures also' 
; contributed. In spite of extensive emigration the population had 
hitherto remained small, owing to the deadly nature of the climate in 
■ the coastal areas. Two factors now combined to remove this check. 
The punishment inflicted upon the Indians after the massacre of 1622 
gradually lightened their pressure upon the older settlements ; and 
the distribution of individual estates attracted in place of the older 
military adventurers two new types of settler, the man with capital 
able to open up new districts, and the agricultural labourer willing to 
work as an indentured servant for a term of years vdth the prospect 
of himself attaining to proprietorship in the course of time. A 
# movement thus set in, by which population quitted the malarious 
! creeks and swamps of which Jamestown had formed such a fatal 
example, and sought the healthier undulating country of the interior, 
which, with its altematmg patches of woodland and meadow, more 

■ nearly resembled the English landscape of the period. The crown, 

■ entering into possession of the late Company’s territorial rights, 

■ adopted a fairly liberal land policy. Men with money and energy 
found no hindrance from lack of space, and the foimdations were laid 
of that enduring social order based upon the exploitation of large 
estates which for over two centuries was te* tender Virginia the type of 

plantation colony. The subsequent introduction of negro slaves 
I in place of white labour tended to stabilise these conditions. In 
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1624, however, the negroes were only present in insignificant 
numhers.^ 

Such were the prospects of Virguua when the crown assumed control. 
It was perhaps fortunate for the colony that the death of James I. 
shortly followed, for his capricious nature and tortuous modes of 
thought rendered it unsafe to prophesy upon his future conduct of the 
undertaking. Nevertheless it is but fair to say that his attitude 
towards colonial affairs represents the most pleasing aspect of his 
otherwise feeble record. T^en we consider his truokhng to Spain m 
other transactions, it is a matt®c for congratulation that Virginia 
received steadfast support from home throughout its early tribulations. 
Charles I., before he became entangled in the courses which led to his 
ruin, displayed a statesmanlike moderation and breadth of view in 
colonial policy which are also at varLance with his general conduct. 
He issued a new charter in 1626, by which the appointment of the 
governor and council of Virginia was vested in the crown. The 
elected assembly received no formal recognition, but in practice 
Charles made no attempt to curtail its powers, and his appointments 
were usually on sound principles, without the jobbery and corruption 
which disgraced the later period of the Restoration. 

During the years from 1625 to 1640 Virginia steadily improved in 
population, wealth and security of life and property. By 1635 the 
inhabitants numbered 5000, and the importation of negroes was on 
the increase. At the same time there were more than twenty different 
settlements returning representatives to the <aB8embly ; the occupation 
of the peninsula between the York and James Rivers was fairly 
complete, extending seventy miles inland from its extremity ; and 
there were also about 1000 settlers on the Northampton peninsula, 
the northern arm of Chesapeake Bay. The tobacco output showed 
a proportionate advance, increasing from 20,000 lb. in 1617 to 600,000 
lb. in 1627, when the period of prosperity was only at its beginning. 
But the West Indian islands of both England and Spain^ere also 
producing tobacco, and the European markets became glu™d. The 
consequent fall in price led the assembly to pass enactments forbidding 
newcomers to grow the weed, and restricting the number of plants to 
be cultivated b^y the older planters. Such legislation was typical of 
the time, and we are not obliged to believe that it was fuUy enforced. 
A more hopeful remedy lay in the appointment of inspectors to con- 
demn tobacco of poor quality and thus to stimulate a healthy competi- 
tion with the Spanish product, hitherto acknowledged the best. 
Secondary effects of the over-production- were a period of strained 
relations between the planters and the merchants, and a revival of 
com oultivaiion by which the colony became more self-supporting. 

As the years elapsed and the developments outlined above displayed 
their effects, we fipd a rerflarkable change of tone in the descriptions 
of colonial life. Letters from Virginia are no longer a dreadful 
^ Thfi first small consignment arrived in 1619. 
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catalogue of famine, pestilence, and death. Instead, they descant 
upon the delights of a commimity in which the rich man lived in 
dignified ease, untroubled by the political oppression which weighed 
upon his brother at home, and the poor man enjoyed better food, 
lighter toil and more prospect of advancement than could be looked 
for by ^e agricultural labourer of England. We hear much of the 
hospitality of plantation life, whereby a stranger might travel in 
comfort through a land in which inns were unknown ; and a writer 
of the_ middle of the century goes so far as to say that few who had 
once lived in Virginia ever wished to leave. The picture, like that of 
the earlier days of martial law, may be over-coloured ; but at least it 
indicates a change for the better. 

We come now to the foundation of Maryland, the second English 
colony upon Chesapeake Bay. In point of time the New England states 
preceded it by a few years ; but since in locality, social conditions, and 
the events of its early history, Maryland is closely linked j:o Virginia, 
it win be convenient to trace their development side by side. 

One of the original members of the Virginia Company had been 
George Calvert who, after entering upon a political career under the 
patronage of Sir Robert Cecil, had become successively a knight, a 
secretary of state, and an advocate of the Spanish m ar r i a ge of Prince 
Charles. On the failure of that project he became a convert to Roman 
Catholicism and retired from public life in England. J ames I. rewarded 
him with a grant of Irish lands and the Iri^ title of Lord Baltimore. 
He now interested him^lf in colonization and secured a proprietary 
grant of territory in Newfoundland. His settlement in the Avalon 
peninsula, founded in 1623, was at first prosperous. Then Erench 
attacks and Puritan complaints of the toleration he accorded to his 
co-religionists rendered the position difficult, and the severity of the 
northern winters seems finally to have decided him to abandon the 
scene of his first efforts and seek a milder climate for his colonists in 
the south. He therefore sailed for Virginia in 1629, intendiug to settle 
in that country. But the Virginians disliked his religious views as 
strongly as the Puritans had done. They required him to take the 
oath of supremacy or leave the colony. He chose the latter alternative ^ 
and returned to England before the close of the year. At home larged ' 
schemes of colonial development were in the air ; the Massachusetts i' 
Bay Company had entered upon its career, and Sir Robert Heath had 
just received a vaguely defined grant of Carolina, in the south. Balti- ■ 
more himself seems to have obtained a promise of lands between ' 
/Virginia and Carolina, but the jealorrsy of the Virginians frustrated 
' its fulfilment. They despatched William Claybourne to England toj| 
keep an eye upon Baltimore’s designs, and the issue of the latter’s i ■ 
patent was deferred until 1632. As finally framed, it conferred the 
right to plant in an area whose boundary to the south-west was the ^ 
Potomac River and to the north the fortieth parallel of latitude. 
This territory, at the tog’s suggestion, received the name of Maryland. 
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The teims of -the diarter are of interest since it led to the founding 
of the first permanent proprietary colony. The proprietor, although 
remaining an Enghah subiect, became a monarch in miniature. Ha 
enjoyed the right to make laws for his settlers, subject to the advice 
anrl consent of the free men among them — an undefined term. More- 
over, the constitutional machinery thus hinted at was left to be devised 
iby himself. The colony was to be exempt from taxation by the 
; crown. The religious establishment was to bo that of the Church of 
i England, and there was no expressed toleration of Catholicism. Such 
a definite pronouncement was hardly to be expected from an English 
king in the then state of public opinion, but that toleration was 
implied can hardly be doubted when we consider the subsequent 
proceedings of the Calverts and the fact that they remained in favour 
with Charles I. This proprietary grant, one of several issued at the 
same period, marks a reversion from the policy of colonization by 
chartered companies to the original Tudor method illuatrated by the 
patents of Ealegh, Gilbert, and the adventurers of Henry VII. 

The first Lord Baltimore died immediately after the receipt of his 
grant, which then fell to his son, Cecilius Calvert, the second Lord 
Baltimore. The latter thus found his path made smooth by his 
father’s labours. Although ho never visited his colony he remained 
in active control of it for many years. His personal character has 
been variously interpreted. He was undoubtedly a keen man of 
business, but while some have ascribed his religious policy to a genuine 
love of freedom, others can see in it only the resiSt of complete cynicism.^ 
However, the effect rather than the motive of his career is of practical 
importance, and the effect was that Maryland became from the outset 
a singularly prosperous and enlightened colony. 

Before the end of 1633 the first expedition set sail from the Thames 
I under the command of Leonard Calvert, the proprietor’s brother. Its 
1 two ships, the Arh and the Bove, carried 300 settiers of a type superior 
I to those who had first gone to Virginia. It was Baltimore’s aim that 
(they should he " not a chance assemblage of individuals, hut a formed 
|and articulate body transplanted complete.”* Most of the leading 
men were CathoUcs, and it wonld seem that the humbler settlers were 
also predominantly but not exclusively of that faith. Before clearing 
the English coast they took on board two Jesuit priests. Arriviug 
in Chesapeake Bay in February, 1634, they received a friendly welcome 
from Sir John Harvey, the governor of Virginia, and then proceeded 
northwards up the Bay. Calvert chose a site on a tributary flowing 
into the Potomac from the north, and named the first settlement 
St. Mary’s. The priests, contra^ to the cautions instructions of the 
proprietor, marked the foundation by a public celebration of mass. 
Baltimore had enjoined the private exercise of the Cathoho faith. 

A wise innovation in colonial practice combined with favourable 
local conditions to lender the first settlement a success. There was 
» Doylo, p. 373 p. 125. * Doyle, p. 399. 
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no preliminary period of communal worlang; the gentlemen and 
servants having come ont in due proportions and with proper equip- 
ment, it was possible to allot individual plantations from the outset. 
The pioneer work also was facilitated rather than hindered hy the 
Indians of St. Mary’s, who welcomed the white men as protectors 
against more powerful tribes dwelling in the interior. With these 
warlilre savages the colonists ultimately came into conflict, but for 
the first few years they were able to devote themselves, unhampered 
by military considerations, to the establishment of the settlement on 
sound economic lines. The cultivation of corn was immediately 
successful, the output even exceeding the needs of the colony. Tobacco 
was then taken in hand, and became the staple article of trade. The 
conditions upon which the proprietor distributed the land tended to 
the formation of large estates worked by indentured labour ; and 
although the surviving records of early Maryland are scanty, they 
convey a general impression of social justice and fair play which is 
perhaps traceable to the influence of religious toleration. 

The most unsparing enemies of the Maryland pioneers were men of 
their own race. We have already seen that the Virginians were 
suspicious of the whole project from its origination. Through the 
^dium of Qayboume they had protested in London against the 
/&ant of Baltimore’s charter. On the arrival of Leonard Calvert in 
America Governor Harvey had been alone in offering him a civil 
welcome ; and ere a year had elapsed from the founding of St. Mary’s 
a fierce boundary disputq, had broken out. Harshly and illiberally as 
the Virginians behaved, they had yet a genuine grievance. As early 
as 1625, years before the Maryland grant had been thought of, they 
had established a trading post upon the Isle of Kent, deep in the 
northern recesses of Chesapeake Bay. William Claybourne was the 
1 person chiefly interested in this enterprise, intended for traffic 
I with the unsubdued Indians of that region, and this accounts for his 
energy in opposiog the designs of the Calvert family. The government, 
in fixin g the boundaries of Maryland, ignored Ms rights, and Leonard 
\ Calvert insisted from the beginning upon the claim of Maryland to 
include the disputed island. This was not the only example of careless- 
ness on the part of Charles I.’s colonial advisers. Practically the whole 
frontier of Maryland, although definitely described upon paper, proved 
difficult to delimit on the spot, owing to uncertainty in determinatior 
of latitude and longitude and in the application of geographical name^ 
The quarrel with Claybourne was probably exasperated bj^ persona 
feeling. He had been one of the prime movers in the expulsion of th( 
first Lord Baltimore from Virginia in 1629. He was now prepared tc 
continue hli“frMe It'K?mt-Island'a^ private citizen, but Leonard 
Calvert speedily found opportunity for charging him with treason anfl 
ordering his arrest. The pretext for thit^^tvas that a scandalmonger 
had accused him of inciting the Indians to attack St. Mary’s. The 
charge appears to have been groundless. Keeling ran so high that a 



186 . A SHORT HISTORY OF BRITISH EXPANSION 


conflict took place in 1636 between tbe rival partisans, and five men 
were kilted ia a boat action in the Chesapeake. The home government, 
on appeal being made to it, dedded in favoni of tbe Maryland conten- 
tion. The Virginians gave up Kent Island, and Claybourne had to 
swallow his defeat until a change in the political situation gave him 
his chance of revenge. 

Meanwhile the development of Maryland -continued somewhat 
more slowly than the initial success had given warrant to expect. 
Lord Baltimore, having sunk much of his fortune in the venture, was 
obliged to exact higher terms for his land than did the crown in Virginia. 
Capitalists therefore preferred the latter colony, and the exploitation 
of Maryland feU increasingly to the smaller freeholders. Sociafiy, 
no doubt, this was desirable, but in the local circumstances it was not 
of economic advantage. In religious matters the enthusiasm of the 
enfranchised Catholics outran the cautious ideas of the proprietor. 
He became alarmed for the security of his patent as reports began to 
arrive of increasing disregard of the English religious code. In 164:1, 
when afiairs at home began to take a serious turn, he asserted his 
authority to curb the Jesuits, whom he accused of working for his ruin 
under the mask of religion. Thenceforward -their activities continued 
on a more moderate scale. Baltimore’s intervention had been necessary, 
for it must be remembered that the population of Maryland had never 
been exclusively Catholic, and that the Protestant element increased 
as -time went on. Any attempt to secure more than a limited toleration 
would have imperilled the whole Catholic position. 

The political evolution of the colony presents special features. 
Originally the governor summoned aU the free men — a term which 
ho mterpreted to mean freeholders — ^to deliberate in one body -with 
himself and his council. The proprietor intended to limit the powers 
of this assembly to mere assent or dissent to his own legislative pro- 
posals. The colonists, however, speedily made it plain that they 
meant to initiate legislation of their o-wn, and they carried their point. 
As the -settlements extended personal attendance at the assembly 
became inconvenient, and a custom sprang up of entrusting one man 
-wi-th the proxies of his neighbours. Further growth necessitated the 
election of representatives as in Virgiiua, but the system remained 
long uncrystallised in a formal constitution. Qne man at least, ha-ving 
voted for a defeated candidate, claimed to sit in person since otherwise 
he would not have been represented; and his claim was allowed.^ 
The final step in the establishment of the normal Eugliab mode of 
government was taken in 164:7 when the assembly began to sit as a 
separate chamber from the council. In its machinery of government 
Maryland was now on a level -with Virginia ; in practice it was more 
independent of home control, for its proprietor, who appointed governor 
and council, could not hope to enjoy the prestige of the crown, which 
filled tbe correaporfdmg offices in the older colony. 

1 TIoyI^ ti 3 ’ 
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Alter the settlement of the Kent Island dispute the history of 
Virginia drifted apart from that of Maryland until events arising from 
the outbreak of the Civil War in England again linked the two colonies 
together. The favour shown by the English government to Maryland 
produced much irritation in Virginia, and led to the first contest be- 
H tween the colonists and the crown. In 1635 the leading Virginians 
‘ picked a quarrel with their governor. Sir John Harvey, placed him 
under..oonstraint, and shipped him to England. His offence had been 
1 that, acting under orders from home, he had not supported Claybourne 
! and his party. The insurgents sent deputies to England to explain 
■ their case. The deputies sufEered some months’ imprisonment, and 
Harvey returned in triumph with powers to indemnify himself at their 
expense. The soreness arising from this incident had no permanent 
effect upon the loyalty of the Virginians. In 164:1 the long appointed 
Sir William Berkdey as governor. He was a staunch royahst, and, 
being personally frank and popular in his earlier years, he was able to 
con&m the royalist and Anglican tone of the colony. During the 
Civil War many exiled cavaliers made their homes in Virginia. 

The Claybourne party seems now to have become a minority. But 
it was watching its opportunity. The outbreak of hostilities in England 
in 1642 provided an excuse for privateering on the seas. In 1643 
Leonard Calvert obtained letters of marque from the long. A little 
later Richard Ingle, a Puritan captain, cruised in Chesapeake Bay with 
a similar authority from the Parliament. Claybourne joined forces 
with Ingle, and in 1646i,they fell upon St. Mary’s, capturing it and 
driving Calvert to take refuge in Virginia. In spite of their grievances 
against Calvert the Virginians supported him as a fellow royalist,' 
He returned to St. Mary’s in the foUowing year, dying there in 1647. 
Lord Baltimore in England, more in touch with the realities of the 
Ci'vil War than were the colonists in America, felt himself obliged to 
conciliate the now triumphant parliamentary party. He appointed a 
Virginian Protestant, William Stone, to succeed his brother as governor. 
His conduct^ excited the resentment of the royalists, and the fugitive 
? Charles II. proclaimed him a traitor in 1649. Before Stone could take 
over his charge the conservative elements in Maryland repudiated the 
authority of Parliament and asserted their allegiance to the king. 
In Virginia also the rpyalists, under Berkeley’s leadership, professed 
adherence to Charles I., and when the news of his execution arrived 
in 1649 they recognized his son and prepared for resistance against the 
Commonwealth. The reign of Charles I. thus closes with tho two 
southern colonies in revolt, not against the mother-country as such, 
but against the political party dominant in it for the time being. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE PUEITAH EMIGRATION TO NEW ENGLAND, 
1620-1649 

(i) The Pilgrim Fathers 

In 1608 a congregation of Puritan difisentera, driven from their homes 
by persecution, emigrated from Scrooby and the neighbouring villages 
and made their way in poverty and distress to Amsterdam in the Pro- 
testant Netherlands; in August, 1609, Henry Hudson, in the Dutch 
ship Half Moon, discovered the Hudson River and so drew the 
attention of his employers to the project of eatabhahing Dutch trade 
and colonies in North America ; five years later Captain John Smith, 
the Virginia pioneer, examined and charted the coasts of Maine, New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, and christened them New England ; 
and in 1620 Sir Ferdinando Gorges and others of the influential coloniz- 
ing projectors of the time secured a reconstitution of the moribund 
Plymouth Company of Virginia under the name of the Council for New 
England. These were the leading events in a series which preceded the 
emigration of the discontented English Puritans to Ameuica, and deter- 
mined which part of the continent should be the scene of their labours. 

The Scrooby exiles were a hand small in numbers and drawn for 
the most part from the poorer section of the middle class — ^farmers and 
tradesmen of a group of vfllages upon the great highroad from London 
to the north. Their leading spirits.. at. the -time -of their -flight were 
j 'William Brewster, pditanaster of Scrooby and a former dependent of 
jlhe secretary Davison whom Elizabeth had made the scapegoat for 
i|the execution of the Queen of Scots; Richard Clifton and John 
1 Robinson, two clergymen dispossessed of~theii livings- for noncon- 
irformity ; "and William Bradford who, although but a youth — ^he was 
I bom in 1590 — ^was already evincing q^ualities of mind and character 
' which were to place him at the head of the movement. By existing 
statutes it was illegal for this congregation to leave ^;he country, and 
their first plan of evasion in 1607 was foiled by the treachery, it was 
said, of the shipmaster whp was to transport them. Their second 
attempt, in 1608, 'barely succeeded. Before the embarkation was 
complete, a cry arose that the magistrates were upon them. The 
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Blip’s crew made sail, leaving on the quay of Boston the personal 
belongings and some of the wives of the jjassengers ; and those who 
were on board arrived penniless in Amsterdam after a stormy passage 
which occupied a fortnight.^ From Amsterdam they removed ere 
long to Leyden, where they joined hands with other rehgious exiles 
■ from various parts of England. In the cities of the Netherlands they 
led a hard life. Most of them had abandoned their worldly goods in 
England, and they had to gain a living by manual labour in unac- 
customed trades, with the added handicap of being ahens in a 
competitive industrial population. Their children, forced to take 
part in the struggle for bread, grew up weakly and regretful of their 
fathers’ auster^ choice. Some of the fainthearted gave up the contest 
and returned to England ; some of the younger men married in the 
country or enlisted in the Dutch armies. There was no guarantee 
even of a continuance of existing conditions, for rehgious factions 
were rife in Holland and there was ever the menace of a reo'onquest by 
Cathohe Spain. As the years went by it became clear that to remain 
at Leyden meant at best a loss of their Enghsh nationahty. Eor 
these reasons they began to look more and more to the empty lands 
across the Atlantic, where spiritually they might be at peace and 
where material circumstances could scarcely be harsher than in Europe. 

They had originally no intention of setthng in New England. The 
locahty first proposed was Guiana, which had received so much 
attention already from English pioneers under James I. We can 
understand now that Giliana was hopelessly unsuitable for the type 
of settlement the Leyden congregation had in mind, and the fact that 
it shoulchhave been seriously considered throws an interesting sidelight 
on the general information concerning America current at the time. 
After abandoning the idea of Guiana the exiles next approached the 
Dutch authorities on the question of a settlement near the Hudson, 
and finally obtained a patent from the Virginia Company conferring 
leave to occupy the extreme northern limits of that corporation’s 
territory. Sir Edwin Sandys was at this period (1619-20) in control 
of the Virginia Company’s policy, and it was probably to his Puritan 
leanings that the intending emigrants were indebted for the concession, 
Sandys indeed may have had personal acquaintance with William 
Brewster, who had been a tenant of his brother at Scrooby. 

The next difficulty was the lack of funds. The estimated cost of 
planting each member of the colony was £10, and that sum 
accordingly became the share unit of a company privately formed 
to carry out the enterprise. The required sum covidd not be raised 
among those who sympathized for religious reasons. The emissaries 
of the Leyden congregation therefore entered into an agreement with 
a syndicate of London financiers headed Thomas Weston. Weston 
and his frinnda viewed the project purely as a commercial investment, 

^ There troa already at Amaterdam a separatSat oongregation whioh had emigrated 
before the death of Euzabeth. 
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and drove a somewhat hard bargain as the price of their support. All 
land was to be worked in common for the first seven years ; personal 
emigration, as in Virginia, was to rank as equivalent to the subscription 
of one share ; and trading rights were to be reserved to the syndicate. 
Communal worldng was thus forced upon the settlers from without, 
and not undertaken, as some have supposed, from any design of 
imitating early Christian methods. The emigrants, indeed, pleaded 
for individual ownership of small plots of land from the outset, but 
this was refused by the syndicate. 

These arrangements having been concluded, the advance party 
left Leyden in July, 1620, and sailed from Delft to Southampton in 
the ship Speedwell. Additional emigrants from England joined them, 
and a larger ship, the Mayflower, was chartered to accompany the 
original vessel across the Atlantic. The two left Southampton in 
company on August 5, but ere long the Speedwell developed a'leak, 
and they put into Pl 3 maouth. Here some of the passengers abandoned 
the voyage, and the Speedwell was left behind, the Mayjhw&r finally 
sailing alone with one hundred colonists on September 6. Taking the 
northerly route across the ocean the Mayjlower made a landfall at 
Gape Cod in New England on November 11, 1620, The intended 
destination had been the shore of Delaware Bay, just within the 


northern lumt of the Virgima Company s claims, and some 400 miles 
to the southward of the actual point of arrival. The Pilgrim Fathers 
now abandoned their original intention and decided to pitch their 
/ camp upon the shores of New England instead. Two possible in- 
1 trigues have been suggested as the cause of this radical change of plan. 
\One is that the Dutch had bribed the Mayflower’s captain Ip deposit 
^his passengers in a region remote from the New Netherlands ; this 
story is first traceable some, forty years later, and receives no support 
^om the writings of the Pilgrims themselves. The other is that 
Thomas Weston, the chief of the London syndicate, was a secret agent 
'..-of Sir Ferdinando Gorges and the Council for New England, and 
likewise bribed the shipmaster to cut short the voyage at Cape Cod. 
fFor this supposition also there is no real evidence, although it squares 
I very well with the Imown facts of the situation. The New England 
i CouncU were not disposed to invest money in planting their concession ; 
i nevertheless it was to their interest to attract settlers, since they 
‘ hoped to make their profit from the development of trade and fisheries. 
' Actually they showed no displeasure when they heard that the Pilgrims 
had invaded their territory, and made no difficulty in according them a 
formal recognition. Yet tiie simple explanation is probably the true 
one. There were grave disadvantages in a prolonged coasting voyage 
at the advanced season of the year ; and the Pilgrim Fathers were 
undoubtedly pleased with tl^ aspect of the bay enclosed by Cape Cod. 
After a month’s exploration they decided to settle at the harbour of 
Plymouth ^ on the western shore of the bay. 


^ So named by John Smith in 1614, 
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Soon after the first landing the Pilgrims executed a mutual agree-, 
ment acknowledging their allegiance to the king of England and;* 
promising to abide by such laws and. ordinances as might be enacted'* 
for the common good. This document, ^own as the MayflQjrat' - 
Compact, remained .the basis of the colony’s future government, since! 
there waT fid royal charter to define the' constitution as in Virginia! 
and in the later oases of Massachusetts and Maryland. The small- 
number of the settlers rendered electoral machinery unnecessary fof 
many years to come, and the whole body met in primary assembly td 
choose their officers and pass such measures as they thought fit. i 

The first governor was John Carver, and on his death early in 1621 
William Bradford was elected -to the office. Bradford remained 
governor tmtil 1667, the year of his death, with the exception of short 
intervals amounting to five years when, at his own desire, another was 
appointed. To the mind of a scholar he united the character of a man 
of action and a statesman, and he displayed a large-hearted toleration 
and complete absence of self-seelring which were the more remarkable 
when contrasted with the narrowness of his upbringing and the bitter 
struggles of his early years. Every community takes much of its 
tone and corporate character from its head, and the colony of Plymouth, 
undoubtedly owed to William Bradford much of the purity and sim- 
plicity which distinguished it throughout its independent career. 
William Brewster and Edward Winslow, who survived for many years 
at Plymouth, were hkewise leaders of character and learning. One 
professional soldier. Mile? Standish, also threw in his lot with the 
Pilgrim band, although not belonging to their church, and played on a 
smaller scale a part comparable to that of John Smith in Virginia. 

Of the courage and determination of these men the immediate future 
had an ample test in store. No sooner had they chosen the site of 
their settlement than winter set in in bitter earnest and sickness began 
to take toll of their scanty numbers. In five months fifty of the hundred 
were dead ; of the eighteen wives who accompanied their husbands, 
but four outlived the first winter. To lack of shelter was added 
shortage of food, although the New England woods teemed with game 
and the seas with fish. On this point an American historian has the 
following explanation. “ In those days,” he says, " middle-class 
Englishmen knew little of sport. In England and in Holland, not 
one of them probably had ever gone in pursuit of a wild animal, and 
few, if any, had ever caught a &h.” ^ This, of English farmers and 
villagers, is strange reaffing. But the circumstances of the case 
account for the famine. Much of the fishing tackle of the expedition 
had, by an oversight, been left behind in the Sfeed/uodl ; hunting in 
the depth of -winter was not always practicable, and if the young and 
active m Ambers of the party had been perrgitted to scatter and rove 
there would have been a speedy end to ?he hard, work needed for 
planting the settlement. Later, when the summer set in, Bradford 

1 Chanuing, i. p. 310. 
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kept all bands strictly to the task of raising crops, and there is no 
doubt that be was wise to do so, for to the man of northern Europe 
bread is a more necessary food even than meat. 

The victory over the first winter, gained at such terrible cost, 
determined the success of the experiment. Thenceforward progress 
was slow hut steady. In 1622 a reinforcement arrived, although the 
London partners faded to send with it a sufficiency of supplies. Even 
with men of high moral character the system of communal working 
proved a failure. Bradford became convinced of the fallacy of the 
idea “that the taldng away of property and bringing in community' 
into a commonwealth would make them happy and flourishing as jf 
they were wiser than God.” Sir Thomas Dale had shown the one 
method of making the arrangement workable. But the Pilgrims had 
not fled from one despotism to set up another, and in 1623 they divided 
the com lands into individual lots as the only means of coping with 
the chronic scarcity. , The result justified their decision, for in two 
years they had so much com that they were able to barter some to the 
Indians. But the step was a breach of the agreement with the finan- 
ders. The Pilgrims reserved to the latter the proceeds of the fur 
trade with the natives, and set themselves to clear off their remaining 
indebtedness. In 1627 they paid Weston and his partners £1800 for 
their entire interest in the colony, and thus dissolved the bond which 
restricted their independence. 

At this period Plymouth consisted of log houses built in two streets, 
with a governor’s house and a combined church and granary. Cannon 
were mounted at the crossroads and on the church, and the whole was 
surrounded by a palisade. With the Indians the Pilgrims’ relations 
were fortunate. Shortly before their arrival a pestilence had swept 
away most of the red men of the vicinity, leaving cornfields already 
cleared for the newcomers to cultivate. With other tribes along the 
coast a fur trade sprang up, and the honest dealings of the English 
secured an amity which was seldom broken. When two savages 
were killed in a chance scuffle it was regarded as a matter for extreme 
regret and,even for grave condolences in letters sent across the Atlantic. 
The Dutch at the mouth of the Hudson also showed no hostility to- 
wards the little colony, evidently not foreseeing in it the germ of a 
movement which was to oust their flag from the continent. 

As we have seen, it was not the policy of the New England Council 
to adventure its own members’ money in colonies. It granted licences 
freely to intending settlers and fought hard to retain its trading and 
fishing monopoly against would-be interlopers from home. In this 
inanner a number of small settlements sprang up along the New 
Englajffi coast during the decade following the voyage of the Mayflower , 
One orthese was despatched by Thomas Weston to the site of the 
present Boston. h\1622. 'its members speedily fell into necessity and 
quarrelled with &e Indians. A despairing appeal for aid reached 
Plymouth, and Miles Standish led a party to the rescue. He drove 
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off tlie Indiaaia and brought away the starving white men, the majority 
of whom returned to England. Another venture was that of Thomas 
Morton, who set up, also in the Boston neighbourhood, as a fur-trader 
and drink-seller to ^e Indians. He and his reprobate followers called 
their station Merrymount and caused great scandal to the Pilgrims, 
who complained that they frisked round a maypole and drank pounds 
worth of liquor in a morning. When they added to these offences 
that of seUtng muskets to the red men the nuisance became intolerable. 
Standish went to Merrymount and arrested its proprietor. The 
Plymouth elders banished him from the country, but he soon returned 
to his old trade, to be dealt with ultimately by some new neighbours 
of sterner mould who began to make their appearance in 1629. By 
the latter date there were eight small trading posts on the New England 
coast, some of them of a mare respectable type than Merrymount. 

Plymouth itself grew slowly in population, and began to throw off 
new townships. In 1624 there were 180 settlers ; in 1630, 300 ; and 
in 1642, 3000. By the latter date the number of townships had risen 
to ten. This extension necessitated the formation of an elective 
assembly, which came into being in 1636-8. A station was 

established at Cape Ann, but salt works at the same place failed to 
prosper. An export trade in com and cattle began to thrive, and, 
coupled with the fur trade, ensured solid prosperity. This steady but 
unbriUiant progress became the keynote of the colony in material 
affairs, as a certain broadness of outlook, imusual in Puritan com- 
munities, was that of its religious history. In Plymouth, in fact, 
seventeenth-century Puritanism was seen at*dts best. Its more 
vigorous, if in some ways less pleasing, aspect appears in the under- 
taking we have next to consider. 

(ii) Masscmhusetts 

The ten years following the voyage of the Mayflower witnessed a 
large transformation and development of English Puritanism. The 
great body of opinion which had vainly sought reforms at the Hampton 
Court Conference, but had not been prepared to follow the' emigrating 
separatists of 1608, began to appear as a political power in the later 
parliaments of James I. and the early parliaments of his son. Its 
leaders were men of greater wealth and standing than the Pilgrim 
Fathers. Its strength lay among the merchants of London and the 
squires of the eastern counties ; in the person of Sir Edwin Sandys 
it controlled the later fortunes of the Virginia Company; and its 
adherents in lie ranks of the peerage included the Earls of Warwick 
and Lincoln and Lords Saye and Brooke. Although tinged throughout 
with the prevailing religious dissent, much of the force of the movement 
was political : the advanced Englishman^of the seventeenth century 
would no longer consent to be governed by the "arbitrary power of 
sovereigns who by theit own actions had forfeited much of his respect. 
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The establishment of Pl)miouth and other small settlements to the 
north of Cape Cod, in the sphere allotted to the New England Council, 
diverted the attention of many influential men from the discouraging 
politics of England to the possibilities of America. In March, 1628, 
six partners obtained from the New England patentees a grant of the 
land between the Merrimao and Charles Rivers, a tract which sub- 
sequently became the colony of Massachusetts. 

Of the original six partners, .one only, John Endicott, crossad, the 
Atlantic in person and became prominent in the development of the 
venture. He was an ardent Puritan, ripe to throw off his nominal 
allegiance to the Anglican Church, and his early proceedings in Massa- 
chusetts indicated the advent of a militant force and the opening of a 
jnew chapter in the history of America. Arriving at Salem with 
j sixty followers in September, 1628, he found the place occupied by a 
small party of secular colonists having no connection with the Ply- 
mouth Pilgrims. He came to an arrangement which safeguarded the 
interests of these existing settlers, and then proceeded to impress 
his vigorous personality on the whole district. He deported to 
England two members of his own party who claimed the right to 
use the Anglican prayer-book, telling them that “ New England was 
. no place for them.” He hewed down the Merrymount maypole, and 
rechristened the site Mount Dagon, with a stem admonition to the 
occupants “to look well that there be better walldng.” Whateinr 
may have been the intentions of his partners in England it is 
evident that he regarded himself as the pioiieer of a strictly Puritan 
community. 

In the meantime preparations were going on at home for the ex- 
ploitation of the Massachusetts grant on a large scale. The o riginal 
holders of the concession from the New England Council threw open 
the project to investors and formed the Massachusetts Bay Company, 
which received its charter from Charles I. on March 4, 1629. The 
company was at first ostensibly secular in its objects, but the majority 
of its members were Puritans, some holding very pronounced views, 
and these leading spirits probably entertained from the outset purposes 
which they did not think fit to make public until a later stage had 
been reached. Evidence pointing in this direction lies in the fact that 
whilst the charter was being drafted its promoters obtained the ruling 
out of a clause which would have enforced the residence of the governing 
body in England, This was a customary provision in such documents, 
and its omission is significant in view of what followed. The terms 
j of the grant followed in general the precedent of the Virginia Company, 
[hut there was to be no preliminary period of communal ownership, 
- and the allotment of estates was to begin at once. 

In the summer of 1629 the underlying motives in the scheme became 
apparent. Three hundred''reoruitB went out to join Endicott’s ad- 
vanced party, hut the great expedition was postponed to the following 
year, and at a meeting of the shareholders Matliew Cradock, the 
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governor, announoed that he had received a suggestion for the entire 
body to transfer itself to Massachusetts, and desired those concerned 
to think over the matter. Several gentlemen of the eastern cormties 
declared their willingness to emigrate with their dependents, and 
before the end of the year the decision was taken. Ten of the wealthier 
members bought up the stock of those who preferred to remain at home. 
Matthew Cradook resigned the governorship and John Winthrop 
with a new body of assistants took his place. The members of the 
reconstituted company dispersed to their homes to wind up their 
affairs and prepare to cross the ocean in the following spring. It was 
the year which had witnessed the dissolution of Charles’ third tumultuous 
parliament after the Puritan commons had held their Speaker in his 
chair whilst they concluded their business, with the long’s guards 
hammering at the door. Sir John Elyot and other leaders in that 
defiant act were now prisoners in the Tower, and the king had entered 
upon the recHesa course of tyranny which was to bring him in twenty 
years to the scaffold. That he should have lifted no finger to stay the 
proceedings of the Massachusetts Company is not to be explained as 
an oversight. It was the one element of prudence in his conduct that 
he recognized the need of a safety-valve for the opinions of the stubborn 
men he was seeking to coerce. 

John Winthrop, who now became the leader of the emigrants, 
was a Suffolk squire born in the Armada year. He was a man of 

* legal training, cool temperament and a large capacity for administra- 

• tion. But for his religioils convictions he might have looked forward 
to a distinguished career at home. But the trend of affairs made it 
increasingjy evident that the England of Charles I. had no promise 
for such men as he ; at that date the most imaginative among them 
could not have forecasted the Puritan ascendancy which the future 

? had in store. Eor Winthrop there was no question of a conflict between 
jhis practical ambitions and his religious belief. He made the one 
’subserve the other; and when, in 1629, his opinions lost him his 
office of attorney of the Court of Wards, he threw himself heartily into 
the Massachusetts project. His guiding motive, and that of his 
fellow colonists, is well expressed in a letter written by him in the 
'1 summer of 1629 : “My dear wife, I am verily persuaded God will 
bring some heavy affliction upon this land, and that speedily ; but if 
the Lord seeHi it will be good for us, he will provide a shelter and a 
hiding place for us and others, as a Zoar for Lot, a Sarephthah for his 
prophet.” Again in the same year he wrote ; “ Evil times are coming, 
'' when the church must fly to the wilderness.” This conception of 
themselves as men fleeing from the wrath to come accounts for much 
of the indifference of the New Blngland Puntans to the subsequent 
struggle in the mother-country. Their hrej^hien left at home had not 
girded themselves and fled ; they might therefore fi^t out their battle 
unaided, for they had ceased to be of any concern to i®w elect in 
Massadfiusetts. 
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Wintlirop duly set sail in tlie spring of 1630, and arrived at Salem 
on June 12 with eleven ships and 900 settlers. This was the greatest 
number of colonists which had yet crossed the Atlantic in one party 
and, in keeping with its inauguration, the development of the colony 
continued on a larger and more rapid scale than had previously been 
seen. The new arrivals found that Endioott’s pioneers had suffered 
much from sickness and privation, and they themselves had a hard 
time in the winter of 1630-1. Some two hundred died and as many 
returned to England before the problem of the food supply had been 
effectively taken in hand. The leaders, however, acted with energy. 
They incorporated with their own community the scattered settlements 
already existing upon their land, and by tiie end of the first winter 
Massachusetts had eight recognized townships. Winthrop chose 
Boston as the seat of government. One of his first acts on seeing the 
local conditions had been to send for fresh stocks of food. A ship 
arrived with supphea from England in Eebruary, and these, with an- 
other cargo from Virginia, reheved the most pressing necessity and 
gave the colonists a chance to await the ripening of their own harvest 
in 1631, Thenceforward the material success of the community was 
never in doubt. A moderate number of recruits arrived in 1631 and 
1632. In the following year the stream swelled in volume, and by 
May, 1634, Winthrop estimated the population at 4000. In 1642, 
when the Civil War interrupted the westward flow, it amounted to 
16,000, to convey which nearly two hundred ships had crossed the 
Atlantic. 

Winthrop’s expedition, like that of the Pilgrim Esthers, had been 
fthe transference of an 'already organized community. i};8 leaders 
I arrived with their intentions clear-cut in their own minds, and since 
Ithey bore with them their charter and their whole machinery of 
. government, they were able to put their ideas into ;practice without 
delay and without interference from home. The identity of the 
colony with the Company secured by the personal emigration of aU 
the stockholders paved the way for the rapid development and the 
practical independence of Massachusetts as compared with the older 
plantation of Virginia. 

\ By the terms of the charter the election of the governor and the 
I ofihcials lay with the stockholders or free men of the Company. These, 
after the readjustment of 1629, were only twelve in ntimber. The 
remaining settlers had thus at the outset no political rights. To 
withhold such rights from influential men who had brought their 
families and dependents from England by reason of political oppression 
was manifestly impossible. Accordingly the ruling cicole decided in 
1631 to throw open the freedom of the colony to members of churches 
already estahli^ed ther^ or afterwards to be established with the 
approval of the ■existing churches. By this means, although the 
franchise was extended, the original founders perpetuated their power. 
Edi^ous confpnmty became file basis of the colony’s political life, 
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and the penalty of dissent was to be the loss of civic rights. No man 
might be a church member unless his opinions satisfied the scrutiny 
of a vliy narrow circle of the leading spirits, who had in their own 
hands the power of admitting new members to their body and of ex- 
pelling any who might show signs of independent thought. Nor 
were these powers less in practice than in theory. They were acted 
upon to the full. The, early pohtical history of Massachusetts is that 
of a close and intolerant ohgarchy utterly untouched by the demo- 
cratic ideals which have often been loosely ascribed to it. Winthrop 
and his friends would have scouted the suggestion that they were 
founding a democratic state in the modern sense of the word. Their 
political standpoint was that of the ordinary country gentleman of 
their time, with a natural assumption of authority stifiened by the 
■Puritan conviction that they, the chosen servants of God, must 
ibe right and all others wrong; and they had not, like the poor 
separatists of Leyden, learned the beauty of toleration in the hard 
school of adversity. They hated William Laud and all his opinions, 

■ but to his methods they paid the practical compliment of adopting 
; them themselves. 

The magistrates of Boston soon found occasion to exercise their 
authority. Thomas Morton, the Merrymount gun-trader, returned 
to his old haunts from his banishment in England. Winthiop’s men 
seized him and deported him once more, after ceremoniously burning 
his house as an example to evil-doers. He revenged himself by giving 
information to Aichbishpp Land of their religious practices, and by 
writing a book satirising “ the New Enghsh Canaan.” But it would 
seem that America had for him an irresistible attraction, for he returned 
once more in his old age, suffered further rough treatment, and died in 
the country. An undesirable of similar character was a self-styled 
knight named Sir Christopher Gardiner. He was accused of loose 
hving and banished, to give valuable information in his turn to the 
enemies of the colony. In 1631 also “ one Ratchffe ” was flogged, 
lost his ears, and was banished for defaming the government ; and 
other oases of the kind are likewise recorded. 

The above proceedings were but typical of the current English 
practice in desding with disorderly characters, and might be justified 
by a consideration of the special dangers besetting a new community. 
On a very different footing was the case of Roger Williams, a young ' 
Welsh preacher who landed in the colony in 1631. Although of 
kindly nature and of high moral character he was opinionated and 
pugnacious, and speedily discovered that he was at variance with the 
generality on a fundamental matter. He objected to a state church, 
the mainspring of Massachusetts Me. Passing on to Plymouth in the 
hope of finding more congenial society, he soon fell out with Governor 
Bradford and returned of his own free will to Massachusetts. Here 
he secured a following at Salem and for three years’engaged in disputes 
with Winthrop and the officials on a variety of subjects. They were 
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loath to proceed against him, for Winthrop himself had designated him 
“ a godly minister." But at length the supremacy of the religious 
oligarchy was felt to be in danger, and they decided that he' must 
go. He eluded the pursuit of those who sought to ship him to England 
and made off southwards to lay the foundation of the independent 
colony of Rhode Island. Another religious dissentient was Mistress 
Anne Hutchinson, probably the most masterful character, after 
Winthrop, in New England. She criticized first the doctrines and then 
the conduct of the ministers. She developed a theological system 
which is imintelligible to any but an expert in such matters ; and, 
proving steadfastly recalcitrant, she also was banished, to form a new 
settlement of her own near that of the exiled Williams. Dr. Robert 
Child, another Puritan divine, was fined for objecting to cliurch member- 
ship as a test of citizenship. He sailed for En gland of his own motion 
and so probably forestalled the usual sentence upon malcontents. 
Whilst the leaders of these several movements suffered in the manner 
above descijbed, their adherents wore fined, disfranchised and ad- 
mqnished wjlth varying degrees of severity. 

' -In secular matters the government of Massachusetts acted usually 
';-^ith' wisdom and foresight. It was careful to secure a title to its 
'fends by purchase from the Indians ; it forbade the sale of drinlc to 
them, and it encouraged missionaries to begin the work of civilization. 
In consequence it had no Indian war to fight on its own accormt for a 
generation. For economic as much as for ethical reasons it prohibited 
the cultivation of tobacco, in which the cofemy could scarcely have 
expected to compete with the warmer regions to the soulfeward. 
Corn-growing, fui-tradnig, fishing and shipbrnlding became ultimately 
the st^le industries, and a vigorous intercourse sprang up»with the 
West Indies in despite of the mercantile policy which the mother- 
country was brulding up. 

The principal dangers to the colony arose from the jealousy of the 
New England Council and the groTOng infiuence of Archbishop Laud 
in the En^lish^wpHd. ■: The' New EngUaidTidmicil. although it had 
been anxrdus'’fo forward the setdei^nt oFits lan3s, could only view 
with alarm the vitality and independence of the community which 
■ now occupied the choicest part of them. Its disregard of geography 
' in the maldng of its various grants provided material for an abundant 
i crop of disputes. In 1635 it was dissolved, its members dividing its 
- claims to unallotted territory amongst themselves. Sir Ferdinando 
, Gorges obtained the principal share, and in 1639 received a royal 
i grant for the proprietorship of Maine. Prior to that date he had made 
laotive complaints about the trend of events in Massachusetts, and had 
^suggested the formation of one united crown colony of New England 
'with himself as governor. There is little doubt that he would have 
given serious trouble had hot the outbreak of the Civil War occupied 
all the long’s ener^es at home. Before this it had become plain that 
Charles I. regretted his complaisance to the Puritan projects. In 
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1634 he placed Laud at the head of a Coumiissioii for Flautations with 
very extensive powers. Laud, his animosity already whetted against 
“ King Winthrop,” determined to be master of the New England 
Puritans eq^ually with those at home. He began proceedings against 
the Massachusetts rulers for exceeding the privileges embodied in 
their charter. Of this Winthrop had undoubtedly been guilty, trusting 
that his remoteness from the source of authority would permit him to 
carry matters with a high hand. He now played a waiting game, 
returning soft answers although resolute not to make any material 
submission. His prudence was justified by the course of events, for 
the Civil War saved him from Laud as it did from Gorges, But had 
Charles successfully maintained his role of .absolute monarch there is 
little doubt that Massachusetts would have fought for its independence 
rather than give way.i The principal restraining influence seems to 
have been not the sentiment of loyalty but the practical consideration 
that the New Englanders, by remaining English subjects, preserved 
their right to inherit property at home. 

Winthrop long maintained his ascendancy in the colony he had made, 
although Ms tenure of the govemoisMp was not unbroken. In 1634 
Thomas Dudley filled that office ; in 1635 John Haynes ; and in 1636 
the younger Sir Henry Vane, lately arrived from England. Vane, 
however, was not aimciently firm with religious dissentients to 
satisfy the dominant party, and Winthrop returned to power in the 
following year. He was governor from that date until 1640, again 
from 1642 to 1644, and fsom 1645 until his death in 1649. 


• (iii) Rhode Island, Connecticut and New Haven 


Roger Williams, on Ms expulsion from Massachusetts, travelled 
southwards with a few adherents, and made friends with the Indians » 
of Narragansett Bay. In 1636 he purchased, according to his own* 
account, a tract of land froni'IEese allies, and established a settlement I 
wMch he named Providence near the northern end of the bay. He 
allowed Ms neighbours complete religious liberty — ^in fact, he could 
not consistently do otherwise, for his own opinions were constantly 
nhanging — and in political matters the settlement lived with the 
mimmum of organized control. Other emigrants from Massachusetts 
joined him, and in two years Providence had sixty settlers. 

In 1638 Anne HutcMnson and her fellow exiles passed through 
Providence on their way to seek a new habitation. Her husband, a 
i peace-loving man of colourless character, accompamed her, but her 
principal lieutenant was William Ooddington, who became the magis- 
trate of the little community when it formally declared itself a body 
politic. The party finally chose a site at Portsmouth on the Island of 
A quid neck in Narragansett Bay. They altered the name to Rhod^, 


.i-. L Beor, Origins of the British OoJonvA System, pp. 320-30. 
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Island, and tins became ultimately the title of idie whole group ol- 
settlements now under discussion. A year later Coddington founded ' 
Newport on the southern side of the island. After these townships 
had been established the restless Mrs. Hutch in son made yet another 
’•emoval. Taking with her her children and grandchildren, sixteen 
persons in all, she went westwards to Long Island, and there the 
entire party were massacred by Indians in 1643. “ God’s hand is 
.apparently seen therein,” was Winthrop’s comment when he heard 
the news. 

The fourth constituent portion of Ehode Island was the township of 
Shawomet, afterwards Warwick, founded in 1638 by Samuel Gorton. 
This man, like the neighbouring pioneers, was a religious exile from 
Massachusetts. He had lived there little more' than a year when he 
had to leave by reason of his imorthodox and blasphemous opinions. 
Plymouth and Portsmouth in their turn cast him out, and he acquired 
,from the Indians the estate of Sh aw omet. a few miles south of Providence. 
\Massachuaetts adopted generally a policy of ignoiing the subsequent 
proceedings of those whom she had deemed unworthy of her own citizen- 
ship, but Gorton was suspected of fomenting unrest among the red 
men, and he certainly continued to write abusive letters to Winthrop 
and his friends. They therefore sent an expedition which seized him 
and brought him misoner to Boston. He sailed for Endand and laid 
his case before the Earl of Warwick, now president of the Parliamentary 
Commission for Plantations. Backed by Warwick’s support, he 
returned to Shawomet, renamed it in honomrof his patron, and ended 
^.hi8 life there without further disturbing incident.^ 

Hitherto the Ehode Island communities had been independent of 
one another. Their position, however, was insecure since 1;hey had 
no legal title to the possession of their lands. Massachusetts had a 
royal charter, and Plymouth a formal grant from the New England 
Council. Rhode Island now determined to seek a similar recognition. 
In 1643 Eoger WiHiams took ship for England and approached the 
Parliamentary Commission. In doing so he took a serious risk, for the 
Civil War was at this date by no means decided, and the king’s dis- 
pleasure might have fallen heavily on those who treated his enemies 
i,as the sovereign power. However, Williams obtained a parliamentary 
icharter organizing Providence, Portsmouth and Newport as one colony, 
with power to admit Warwick and other townships which mi g ht arise 
in the district. From his return in 1644 dates the history of Ehode 
Island as a corporate colony. The grant was not acted upon until 
1647, when the leading men of the four settlements met at Portsmouth 
. and framed the rudiments of a democratic constitution. In general 
' it may be said that aU householders were enfranchised, but the arrange- 
ments fluctuated until the j)eriod of the Eestoration, when it became 
necessary to seek a royal chfirter for the colony. As might be expected 
from the circumstances of its foundation, there was no attempt to set 

^ CilinTmintr. i. 
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ap a religious test for citizensMp as in tlie case of Massachusetts. 

“ Rlic^e Island,” it has been said,^ “ was to New England what New 
England as a whole was to the mother-country ” — ^that is, a schismatic 
and suspect community. 

Some ninety miles west of Massachusetts Bay runs the fertile valley 
of the Connecticut River which, rising near the present Canadian 
boundary, flows nearly due south for the greater part of its course, and 
turns south-eastward for the last thirty miles before flnding its exit 
to the sea at the mouth of Long Island Sound. This valley became the 
scene of another development of New England expansion which took 
place contemporaneously with the foundation of the Rhode Island 
settlements. Already, before 1633, Engliah and Dutch pioneers had 
visited the Connecticut. In that year the Dutch established a fort 
on its lower reaches. Immediately on hearing of this, the men of 
{Plymouth, foreseeing that the Indian trade of the region might be 
valuable, planted a rival settlement flfteen miles higher up the stream. 
But it was not from Plymouth that the principal iMux of Englishmen 
was to proceed. In’ 1636 there began from Massachusetts Bay an 
overland emigration which resulted in the establishment of townships 
at Wethersfleld, Hartford, Windsor and Springfield, all on the ban^ 
of the Connecticut River, The leaders of this movement were not 
political exiles hke Williams and Mrs. Hutchinson, hut respected 
citizens of Massachusetts, John Haynes, an ex-govemor, Roger 
Ludlow, and Thomas Hooker, a preacher. Their migration may 
have been due to dissatisfaction with the trend of events in the parent 
colony, hut was more probably inspired by a desire for elbow-room and 
the superior quahty of the Connecticut soil ; at least there is no hint 
of a quaftel, and they remained on terms of amity with their former 
comrades. By the end of 1636 there were 800 inhabitants in the new 
settlements. Springfield, the most northerly of the group, was after- 
wards found to be within the limits of Massachusetts, and remained 
under its jurisdiction. 

At the same period the leaders of English Puritanism, then at the 
nadir of their fortunes at home, had marked the Connecticut region 
as the scene of a possible refuge for themselves should the king’s 
measures drive them to emigrate. The Earl of Warwick, president 
of the New England Council, granted in 1632 a patent for plantation 
to Lords Saye and Brooke, John Pym, John Hampden and others.* 
In 1635-6, ^ese associates sent out an advanced party under John 
Winthrop the younger and Lyon Gardiner to survey the coast near 
the mouth of the river and prepare the ground for their own arrival. 
The English expedition founded the settlement of Saybrook, but with 
that the efforts of the Enghsh Puritans came to an end.® The ship- 

^ Doyle, y/jB Pvntan Colonies, London, ISSTi'Vol, i. p. 240. 

“ A. P. Newton, Colonizing Activities of the EnglUK Puritans, pp. 83-4. 

* Newton, pp. 176-185. 
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money contest, the Scottish rising, and the assemhly of the parliaments 
of 1640 riveted their attention upon home afiairs, and they abapdoned 
their purpose of emigrating to America. The Saybrook pioneers 
lived on friendly terms with the Massachusetts emigrants high up 
the river, assisted them to repel Dutch intruders from New Amsterdam, 
and finally in 1644 coalesced with them to form the united colony of 
Connecticut. 

The next stage in the development of Connecticut was an Indian 
war on an extensive scale, the first of importance in the history of New 
England. The Jgaiioda. were a strong tribe inhabiting the country 
between the Connecticut and Rhode Island. They committed hostile 
acts against the new settlements, which thereupon organized a punitive 
expedition. Under John Mason and John UnderhiR the force saRed 
along the coast to Narragansett Bay, landed there, and advanced 
westwards upon the Pequod stronghold. The latter was stormed, 
large numbers of its defenders kRled, and tbe Pequods as a nation 
praotioaRy wiped out (1638). 

In the foRowing January, 1639,^ the Connecticut townships felt 
themselves sufficiently estabRshed to devise a poRtical constitution. 
They declared themselves a commonwealth with a governor, six 
assistants and a number of deputies mcreasiug with the growth of the 
colony. Church membership was required ostensibly of the governor 
! alone, hut it was probably an rmwritten condition of the enjoyment 
<of poRtical rights in general, as in Massachusetts. The latter state 
imade no objection to ws separation of its ofEspring from itself, neither 
(did the men of Connecticut think it necessary to obtain the authority 
i.of the EngHsh government for the step they had taken. They remained 
jwithout legal title to their land and without official recognition of 
‘ their constitution untR after the Restoration. 

Although the Earl of Warwick, Pym, Hampden, and the other 
Puritan leaders of the first rank had contemplated for a moment only 
the abandonment of their struggle against absolutism, there was yet 
one more group of leaser importance which saRed in a body across the 
Atlantic ere the great Puritan exodus came to an end. In 1637 John 
Davenport and TheophRns Eaton arrived at Boston with their foRowers. 
The party was small in numbers, but comprised several men of con- 
siderable wealth. The two leaders had been friends from boyhood, 
and were at one in holding the most advanced views on the relationship 
of church and state. Eor them the scriptures were a complete and 
exclusive guide to the conduct of dvR affairs, and they designed the 
setting up of a Bible commonwealth exemplifying the rule of the 
saints uncontaminated by any mundane aRegiance ; at the same time 
they remained practical business men, with a keen eye to the material 
prosperity which would g,ccrue from the occupation of a strategic 
position upon the Hues of .^erican trade. The rulers of Massachusetts 

Doyle, Puritan Colonies, i. p. 213, gives the date as 1838 ; Chaaning, i. p. 404, 
lays January, 1638-0, «.& by modem usage, 1639. 
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welcomed them, as men after their own hearts, and invited them to 
settle ;^eir church within the colony’s territories. But Davenport 
and Eaxon preferred to retain their independence. They remained in 
Massachusetts only for a few months, employing the winter of 1637-8 
in studying New England conditions and collecting information upon 
which to base their choice of a site for their experiment. 

In the spring of 1638 they moved along the southern coast to a 
position about thirty miles west of the estuary of the Connecticut. 
The Indian name of the place was Quinnipiac, which the new settlers 
altered to New Haven. Lilce the men of Connecticut and Providence 
they had no authority from the crown for their undertaking, but this 
did not deter them from acting as an independently constituted com- 
mimity. In 1639, when the successful accomplishment of the pioneer 
work gave them leisure to turn to political matters, a meeting of the 
freemen drew up the constitution of the colony. Government was to 
be in the hands of the church members, whose reading of the scriptures 
was to be the basis of authority, v'tlhurch membership, in this sense, 
was at first limited to seven of the leading men, with power to admit 
others. The arrangement contemplated the existence of but one 
township and one church, but as the years passed other settlements 
sprang up along the coast westwards towards the Dutch posts at the 
mouth of the Hudson, As they developed, these later churches 
became affiliated to that of New Haven, and the whole northern shore 
of Long Island Sound became a colony which pushed the ideals of 
Massachusetts to their extreme conclusion and formed a complete 
antithesis to the liberal Puritanism of Rhode Island. 

The commercial ambitions of New Haven suffered disappointment 
from the proximity of the Dutch settlements and a series of accidental 
misfortunes. The latter are typified in the oft-repeated story of a 
final commercial venture in which the New Haven capitalists combined 
to set forth their remaining wealth in a large new ship. The vessel 
sailed for Europe and was never heard of again ; but according to the 
evidence of contemporary witnesses her ghostly form was seen one day 
to re-enter the harbour, drop anchor and then vanish from the sight 
of the watchers on the quay. The story is narrated by so grave an 
authority aa John Winthrop in his History of New Enylani. 


(iv) The New England Confederation and the Civil War 

In 1643 the four colonies of Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut 
and New Haven entered into a pact known as the New En^nd 
Confederation. Their expressed reasons for so doing were the^ro-j, 
motion of their religious ideals and the necessity for common measures j 
of defence against the French, the Dutch asld the Indians. But since 
there was at the time no immediate prospect of attack from any of 
these three sources, it is likely that the true, although unexpressed, 
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motive hy in the English Civil War,^ and the desirability of a uniform 
attitude towards whichever party might prove victorious in that 
struggle. Whatever may be the truth on this point, the four colonies’i 
determined to entrust their external relations to a committee composed! 
of two delegates from each, at the same time preserving their intemalji 
iurisdictions unimpaired. They excluded Ehode Island from the 
alliance on account of its unsatisfactory religious pohcy, and they 
omitted likewise the scattered settlements planted in Maine under the 
patronage of Sic lerdinando Gorges. These settlements were secular 
in their objects and trivial in wealth and corporate importance, and 
therefore of no weight in the Puritan councils. 

The significance of the New England Confederation in its early 
years lies not so much in its proceedings as in the mere fact of its 
existence ; for it shows that the conception had even then been vaguely 
formed of America as a united commonwealth prepared to act in 
independence of, perhaps in opposition to, the wishes of the parent 
country. There was no formulation of the idea in written words ; 
that was rendered unnecessary by the course of events for many years 
to come. Charles I., contrary to expectation, returned to Wliitehall 
to die under the axe. Had he returned as a conqueror the Confederation 
would doubtless have appeared in history in a very different role to 
that which it actually filled ; and so much, we may beUeve, lay in the 
minds of the far-seeing men who founded it. 

/ The attitude of the New Englanders towards the Civil War was 
/therefore one of watchful aloofness. They -hoped for the victory of 
the Parliament, but at the same time remained on their guard lest 
that victory should lead to a closer union with the mother-country, 
a union which the latter’s relative weight must inevitably render 
one-sided. New England desired no such close union, even with a 
Puritan Old England. Massachusetts returned cordial thanks for an 
ordinance of Parliament which freed tiie trans-Atlantic trade from 
customs duties, and it dedined. with civility an offer of favourable 
legislation at Westminster, lest a precedent should thereby be founded 
to bear harmful fruit under a royalist reaction. Individuals returned 
to fight under Cromwell’s standard in the Civil War, but New England 
took no corporate measures in support of its friends at home. The 
Earl of Warwick’s Parliamentary Commission of Plantations dealt 
principally with the recalcitrant cavaliers in Virginia and the West 
Indies, and left the Puritan colonies alone. The general outcome of 
the Puritan victory in England was thus to afford to the northern 
American commonwealths the opportunity of ohnching that independ- 
ence which had been their aim tlKough aU the years since the Mayjlower 
had sailed from Southampton. 

^ HoatiUties begaiii in Englac;} ia 1642, and for the first two years there seemed 
every prohahility that.the king would gain the upper hand. 



CHAPTER V 

NEWFOUNDLAND, GUfANA AND THE WEST INDIES 

(i) Newfoundland and Nova Scotia 

An^EE Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s departure in 1683 there was no officially 
recognized attempt to take possession of the soil of Newfoundland 
until 1610. Gilbert had proclaimed the sovereignty of the English 
crown over the whole island, but in practice the French had rights 
based upon occupation which were equal to those of Englatiil. This 
occupation consisted in the seasonal operations of thousands of 
fishermen, who landed to repair their nets and cure their fish during the 
summer months. It is quite possible that a few persons connected 
with the industry remained throughout the year. For these pmposes 
the English used principally the eastern coast and the south-eastern 
Peninsffia of Avalon, and the French the south-western and western 
coasts looking towards Cape Breton and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
The fish^y had been continuously frequented since its discovery by 
John Cabot. At first the French, Spaniards and Portuguese had 
predominated over the English. Towards the end of the sixteenth 
century the Spaniards and Portuguese declined in numbers, those who 
remained working principally in the French sphere of operations. 
The English fishermen hailed almost exclusively from Bristol and the 
seaports of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and Hampshire. 

Vln 1610 a company of adventurers of London and Bristol received a 
patent for the colonization of Newfoundland. Its leading promoter 
was John Guy, a Bristol merchant; the Earl of Northampton and 
Sir Francis Bacon were members, and some of the money seems to 
have been advanced by the crown.^ Guy, who acted as governor 
from 1610 to 1616, took out a party of about forty colonists in the 
former year and founded a settlement at Cuper’s or Cupid’s Cove, in 
the Avalon Peninsula. Almost immediately hostilities broke out with 
the west-country fishermen, whose claims to the use of the coast 
proved irreconcilable with those of the settlers. For this reason the 
colony remained the scene of disorders throughout its career, the large 
floating population of visitors proving mcontroUable by the small 

^ D. N. Frowse, Hiatory of Newfoundland, 2xMi edit. London, 1886, p. 94 
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body of permanent colonists. Gny was succeeded as governor by 
John Mason, 1615-2], and by Eobert Hayman, 1621-7. Ey the 
latter date the settlement was decayed and the vitality of the Company 
esEhausted. It had lived principally on fishing and fur-trading, and 
on the hope of finding iron and silver mines. After 1628 it is heard 
of no more. 

In the meantime other projectors had founded settlements on the 
Newfoundland coast. Of Sir George Calvert’s proceedings we have 
already spoken.^ Contemporary with him were Lord Falkland, father 
of the royalist hero of the Civil War, who formed a colonizing syndicate 
in Dublin ; Sir William Alexander, a Scotsman ; and others. Between 
them they planted settlers in six distinct localities, the most important 
of which was Calvert’s establishment of Ferryland. By 1637 all these 
grants were declared forfeited by neglect and desertion, and Laud’s 
Commission for Plantations regranted the whole colonizing rights 
in the island to the Duke of Haimlton and Sir David Kirke. Whether 
the forfeiture was merited is an open question. The settlements were 
certainly in a struggling and precarious condition, but it appears that 
the vested rights of such planters as remained were swept away in a 
very arbitrary fashion for the benefit of persons who had hitherto done 
nothing for the colony.® Sir David Earke went out as governor of 
the new colony in 1638. Ho remained, with one interval, until 1651, 
when he was recalled by the Commonwealth to answer a charge of 
rendering assistance to Prince Eupert. He died in England in 1653. 

The prime importance of Newfoundland in •the early days of English 
expansion hes undoubtedly in the fishery. As a training ground for 
seamen it outweighed the East Indian trade, and the men were more 
easily available in times of emergency. In 1616 it emiiloyed BOOO men 
and 260 ships of an average burden of 60 tons. In the period 1630-40 
these figures were doubled, the men numbering 10,680, and the total 
tonnage 26,700.® At a time when the navy depended almost entirely 
upon the mercantile marine for its personnel, these figures are very 
significant, and go far to explain the sudden strength of the Common- 
wealth fleets in the Dutch war of 1662-4. Charles I., always in theory 
a supporter of maritime interests, usually favoured the claims of the 
fishermen against those of the colonists. He recognized the ancient 
custom whereby the first fishing skipper to enter a Newfoundland port 
at the opening of the season became admiral for the year with a com- 
prehensive jurisdiction on sea and land. He also went so far on one 
occasion as to order all settlers to withdraw to a distance of six miles 
from the coast in order to leave the fishermen’s activities unhampered. 
In the development of the mercantile policy the fishery was an 

' Ante, oh. iii. p. 183. 

* Ptowse, op. eit.pp, 140-1 ; gja also Eiatorical Geography of the Sriliah Coloniea, 
vol. T, pt iv. by J. 33. Brogeis, Oxford, 1911, p. 69. 

> Beer, op. eiU pp. 292-3. 
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important element. A large proportion of tlie fish, went to Spain and 
the Mediterranean countries where it was exchanged for wine, salt 
and su^r. “ From the purely economic standpoint . . . Newfoundland 
conformed most closely to the canons of the mercantile system, and 
was the most valuable of the English dominions beyond the seas.” ^ 

Nova Scotia or Acadia was the scene of feeble attempts at settlement 
by the British and French in the early Stuart period. In 1604 some 
French adventurers founded a settlement at Port Eoyal (Annapolis) 
in the Bay of Fundy. Jesuit priests continued the enterprise, but 
their imdertaldng was destroyed by Samuel Argali of Virginia in 1613. 
Eight years later James I. granted a patent for colonization to Sir 
William Alexander and a Scottish synmcate, who gave to the region 
the name it now bears. Their settlements were stiU in the embryonic 
stage when war with France broke out in 1627. English privateers 
cut off the food supplies of the French posts in the St. Lawrence. 
The inhabitants of Quebec, the principal settlement, were perishing 
from hunger, and surrendered to the English in 1629. _ If the conquest 
had been retained the whole subsequent history of America would 
have been very difierent. But Charles I. had no prophetic intuition 
of its value. By the Treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye in 1632 he returned 
it to France, and also resigned the British claim to Nova Scotia. 
Alexander’s enterprise thus came to an untimely end. 

(ii) The English in Guiana 

Ralegh’s expedition of 1595, with its commander’s glowing accounts 
of wealth, had drawn attention to the interior of Guiana, the unoccupied 
territory lying between the settlements of the Spanish Main and the 
Portuguese coasts of Brazil. A little later the west-country merchants, 
finding privateering somewhat overdone, had begun to traffic upon 
the Main itself in salt and tobacco. The peace of 1604 ostensibly 
put an end to this trade, but the seamen of the outlying ports continued 
to make clandestine voyages to Trinidad and Venezuela in spite of 
the royal prohibition.® Their route carried them close to the mysterious 
Guiana coast, and this helped to keep alive the English interest in the 
region. The Dutch at the same time were penetrating Guiana and 
driving a brisk trade with the natives, besides forming tobacco 
plantations. 

Early in 1604 Charles Leigh made the first attempt at settlement by 
a band of colonists to the River Wiapoco, the present boundary 
between French Guiana and Brazil. He himself and a number of his 
TTiATi died of fever, a reinforcement failed to reach the river, and the 
survivors abandoned the undertaking in 1606. Robert Harcourt tried 
at the same place in 1609. He planted thirty men on the Wiapoco 
and returned to organize further operatiosis. Finanraal misfortunes 

^Beer, p. 294. 

-A. P. Newton, Gohnizing Activities of the English Puritans, Yale, 1014, pp. SS-S. 
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prevented him from doing so, but in 1613 he obtained a proprietary 
grant of Guiana from James I. and tried to form a company to exploit 
it. Subscribers, however, would not come forward, and the ej-.T;erprise 
collapsed. Harcourt’s men had remained in Guiana until 1612, when 
most of them had come home. Meanwhile, a new projector, Sir Thomas 
Eoe, made a thorough exploration of the region. In 1610-11 he entered 
the Amazon and penetrated 300 miles inland. Thence he passed along 
the Guiana coast to Trinidad. He thought well of the Amazon and 
left a party of colonists near its mouth. Two subsequent expeditions 
went out to maintain touch with them, but the enterprise was on too 
small a scale and expired at some date which is not certainly known. 

Sir Walter Ealegh now reappeared in the business. He obtained 
the king’s consent to an expedition to exploit the gold mine he claimed 
to have found on the Orinoco in 1695. James gave permission only 
on the understanding that there should be no fighting with the 
Spaniards and no trespass on their territory. It was an impossible 
condition, lor Spain claimed the whole Orinoco basin and had estab- 
lished a settlement at San Thome in the neighbourhood of the supposed 
mine. Ealegh probably knew as much, but he was rendered desperate 
by long imprisonment and trusted to force the Icing’s hand by a 
brilliant success. In June, 1617, he sailed for the Orinoco with four- 
teen ships and 900 men. Eemaining at the mouth of the river, he sent 
his son with Captain Keymis-to ascend the stream and find the mine. 
They found that they had to pass San Thome before they could reach 
their destination, and they therefore took thg town by assault, although 
they were unable to drive the Spaniards from the neighbourhood. 
Young Ealegh had been killed in me action, and Keymis soon found 
it impossible either to push farther into the interior or to* remain at 
San Thome. He returned to the coast, told his news to Sir Walter, 
and stabbed himself in despair. The expedition had indeed failed, and 
its leader might expect no mercy. The king’s only thought was now 
to exculpate himseLE by sacrificing Ealegh, a course for which he had 
already prepared by the instructions given at the outset. No trial was 
necessary, for Ealegh was already under sentence of death for his 
'alleged treason in 1604. The sentence was executed in 1618, and the 
anger of Spain was appeased. The whole undertaking had been based 
upon a web of falsehood for which Ealegh, although not blameless, had 
some excuse ; but James cut a sorry figure. 

Soon afterwards another project came to birth. Its promoter was 
Captain Eoger North, an officer of Ealegh’s expedition and a kinsman 
of the Earl of Warwick. North was a believer in the Amazon as the 
most promising region for an English efiort, and in 1619 he secured a 
patent from the kmg and formed the Amazon Company to finance the 
undertaking. Early in 1620 he was ready to sail wilh the intention 
of forming a plantation 'in the Amazon delta. Once more the king 
wavered and listened to the protests of the Spaniard Gpndomar, who 
asserted that the delta was already occupied by his sovereign’s vassals 
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the Portuguese. North could not get permission to sail and finally 
went without it, risking his head as Ealegh had done. He planted a 
settlen^nt in the delta, attracted to it some English and Irish free- 
lances already in the vicinity — ^probably survivors of Roe’s colony — 
and returned in person at the close of the year. James had by this 
time swung back to the aide of Spain. He sent North to the Tower, 
dissolved the Amazon Company, and forbade any further expedition. 
Once again an English colony was bereft of aid from home. Its 
members supported themselves by planting tobacco and trading with 
the Dutch, who had also some settlements in the delta. In 1623 the 
end came in consequence of an attack from the Portuguese fort at Para. 
Many of the planters were killed, and the remainder abandoned the 
undertaking. 

■When Charles I, went to war with Spain, North revived his Amazon 
scheme, and Harcourt joined forces with him. Together they launched 
the Guiana Company, which received its patent in 1627. Next year 
this body sent out an expedition which re-eatabhshed the Amazon 
colony and built a strong fort on the island of Tocujos in the delta. 
In 1629 the Portuguese attacked this place and took it, and the work 
was all to begin again. Meanwhile Harcourt had led a party to the 
Wiapoco, a site more to his liking. He successfully established a 
colony, but died there in 1631. The fate of his men is unknown ; they 
were perhaps massacred by the Indians. North disapproved of Hai- 
court’s proceeding and determined to concentrate the Company’s 
efforts upon the Amazon^ He sent out further expeditions, all with 
the same result — a promising start followed by capture and massacre 
at the hands of the Portuguese. By 1635 the Guiana Company was 
bankrupt,»and after that date it is heard of no more. An independent 
adventurer, the Earl of Berkshire, tried his hand with the fike result, 
and so the whole movement died out.^ The causes of failure may be 
stated as insufficiency of capital and lack of government support. The 
Portuguese, from their base at Parfi., struck down all the plantations 
in turn ; but a regular expedition might well have captured Pard and 
with it the whole Amazon delta. 

The Guiana attempts form a series of colonial undertakings from 
which much was hoped at the time of their inception, although they 
have since passed almost completely out of memory. In the early 
years of James I. Guiana appeared more promising than Virginia, and 
even as late as 1619 we have seen the Pfigrim Fathers considering a 
plan to settle in Guiana in preference to North America; they 
abandoned the idea only because they feared it would involve 
hostilities with Spain and Portugal. Had they persisted in it, the 
whole ciurent of Puritan emigration might have followed them to 
South America, with important results upon the course of subsequent 
world-histojy. 

1 See in general, J. A. Williamson, English Colonies in Ouiana and on the Amazon, 
1604-1068, Oxford, 1923. 
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(iii) The Bermudas and the West Indies , 

^ ' 

The English occupation of the Bermudas arose, as we have seen, 
from the shipwreck of Sir George Somers upon them in 1609. The 
Virginm Company claimed the Islands, and used them at first as a 
source of food supply for Jamestown. The Virginia charter of 1612 
included the Somers Islands, as they were now called, in the Company’s 
jurisdiction. The pioneers early recognized that the new acquisition 
possessed advantages of its own as a tobacco plantation. A group 
of investors, most of them members of the Virginia Company, bought 
out that corporation’s rights, and formed an independent Somers 
Islands Company, which obtained a royal charter in 1615. The 
ubiquitous Sir Thomas Smith presided over this undertaking. The 
struggle between the Sandys and the Smith-Warwick factions which 
ruined the parent company was reflected in its offspring ; but the 
latter preserved its charter until nearly the end of the Stuart period. 
In 1620 the Company allowed the planters representative government. 
Tobacco, cultivated by indenture and servile labour, became the 
principal product, and the population increased to some 16,000 persons. 
The planters alleged that the Company frequently oppressed them 
and also restricted their freedom of trade with the mother-country. 
Owing to its small size the colony early reached the limit of its develop- 
ment. From the national standpoint its chief importance lay in its 
strategic position, which made it useful as a naval station. In 
1684 the Company was dissolved, and the Bermudas became a crown 
colony. 

In the West Indies proper the English found colonization more 
difihoult. Soon after the original discovery Spain had occupied the 
four great islands of Cuba, Hispaniola, Porto Rico and Jamaica. 
Then, with the opening up of the Spanish Main, Mexico and Peru, the 
focus of interest and energy had passed on westwards and southwards, 
leaving the West Indies in a somewhat stagnant condition. In the 
Grcaler Antilles the Spanish settlements contracted, until the northern 
shores of Hispaniola were left unoccupied, and Jamaica was held 
only by scattered bands of hunters ; in the Bahamas and the Wind- 
ward and Leeward groups the Spaniards never colonized at aU, leaving 
them in the possession of the ferocious Caribs, whose man-eating 
reputation made them a terror to seamen. But, while Spain left 
the islands untouched, she stfll claimed the sole right to navigate the 
Caribbean Sea. The long Elizabethan war reduced her naval power 
to a shadow ; but a generation after its close we find a distinct revival 
and a return to the old aggressive methods throughout the Indies. 
It was at this period that the English made their first attempts at 
planting the islands. . 

In 1624 ThomaS Warner, one of the colonists abandoned in Guiana, 
made his way with some followers to St. Christopher (frequently 
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shortened to St. Kitts), an island lying within the outer ring which 
shuts in the Caribbean Sea on the east and north. He succeeded in 
establis?iing himself, although much troubled by Carib attacks. When, 
shortly afterwards, a Fren^ rover, the Sieur d’Esnambuc, put in to 
repair his ship, Warner welcomed him, amicably, and offered to share 
the island. The two nationalities accordingly settled side by side. In 
1629 disaster overtook them. A Spanish force captured St. Kitts 
and dispersed the colonists. Ultimately they returned, and the joint 
occupation of the island continued undisturbed until the outbreak of 
the Anglo-French war of 1666. 

In spite of its troubled career the early colony of St. Kitts acted as a 
parent to other English settlements in the neighbourhood, some of 
which outhved it. In 1628 Englishmen from St. Kitts occupied Nevis, 
the next island to the southward. From thence they pushed on to 
Montserrat and Antigua in 1632. 

In 1627 Charles I. granted to the Earl of Carlisle a proprielary 
patent for the colonization of aU the Caribbees. The earl died in 1636, 
and in 1647 his son leased the grant to Lord Willoughby of Parham, 
whose proceedings we shall have to notice later. 

In the meantime Barbados, the wealthiest of the early West Indian 
colonies, had been taken in hand. It -has often been said that some 
of the Guiana adventurers landed in Barbados in 1605 and proclaimed 
its annexation ; but this story rests upon a misprint in an old book, 
and is untrue. Favourable reports on the island then reached the 
ears of Sir WiUiam CouTt%en, a wealthy London merchant of Flemish 
extraction, whom we shall meet again in connection with the East 
Indian trade. Courteen’s continental kinsmen, a merchant family of 
Middleburg, were at the time makmg a fortune in the Dutch Guiana 
enterprises, in which he himself seems to have had some interest. In 
1625 he sent a small expedition to claim Barbados, acting under the 
patronage of the Earl of Pembroke, who procured a grant for that 
purpose. This patent, which overlapped that granted to Carlisle, 
caused a great deal of wrangling and litigation, but ultimately the 
Earl of Carhsle made good his claims above all other competitors. 
Courteen’s colonists, forty in number, arrived in 1627. They foimded 
the settlement of Jamestown, and sent to their Dutch friends in 
Guiana for tobacco and other plants wherewith to establish their 
industries. In its early years Barbados produced tobacco, cotton, 
indigo and fustic wood. Its population increased to a remarkable 
extent, reaching, according to one account, the number of 18,000 at 
the time of the introduction of sugar planting, about 1640. Such a 
weight of numbers rendered the colony immune from any attacks the 
Spaniards were in a position to organize. Sugar-growmg increased 
the wealth but decreased the population of the island, wmch tended 
thenceforward to faU into the hands of^large proprietors. Lord 
Willoughby of Parham and many other royalists took refuge in 
Barbados on the decline of the Id^’s cause. Their induenoe caused 
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the colony to repudiate the authority of the Commonwealth when the 
news arrived of the tragedy of 1649. 

Both English and French made attempts to occupy th^ larger 
islands of the eastern Antilles — ^Dominica, G-uadeloupe, St. Lucia, 
and Tobago. All such attempts were immediate failures or only 
precariously maintained for a few years, by reason of the power of 
the Caribs. These savages, secure in the hilly fastnesses of the larger 
islands, could not be dislodged by the small numbers of European 
colonists who attempted the task, and it was well on in the eighteenth 
century before the cannibals of Dominica and St. Lucia were subdued. 
Defoe, with his talent for setting, has given in his description of 
Crusoe’s Island a vivid picture of savage life in the West Indies and 
of the rufidanly European types who did the pioneer work in the 
seventeenth century. 

Whilst the outer islands were being successively attempted, a 
Puritan organization similar in character to the Massachusetts Company 
was venturing boldly into the heart of the Spanish waters. The 
Earl of Warwick was perhaps the strongest hater of Spain who survived 
into the reign of Charles I. He was also a Puritan leader who, like 
John Winthrop, saw the necessity for colonies as a refuge for the 
oppressed. In 1629 Massachusetts was only in embryo, and its success 
was by no means assured. Warwick therefore conceived the idea of 
planting a Puritan colony on the Island of Santa Catalina, lying ofi 
the Mosquito Coast of Nicaragua, and about equidistant from Jamaica 
and Cartagena, the capital of the Main. The island was healthy and 
defensible, and lay close to the track of Spanish ships homeward bound 
from Cartagena. To Warwick, with his ew to privateering, the 
latter was its principal recommendation. He formed a*'- company 
among his friends and obtained in 1630 a royal charter for the plantation 
of Providence Island, as the adventurers renamed their possession. 

The Providence Island Company began its career by sending out 
settlers, some from Bermuda, in which Warwick had an interest, 
and some from England. They took possession of the island, and 
began the planting of com and tobacco. The seafaring members 
of the Company also used it as a centre for roving expeditions. Some 
of the French and English colonists of St. Kitts and Nevis, expelled 
by the Spaniards in 1629, had taken refuge at the island of Tortuga 
at the north-western corner of Hispaniola. They found food plentiful 
and the prospects of preying upon Spanish commerce encouraging. 
In 1631 they sought and obtained admission to the Providence Island 
Company, which bestowed upon Tortuga the new name of Association. 
The Association settlers included few Puritans and were frankly 
piratical almost from the outset./ Those of Providence became 
increasingly lawless as time went on. In 1635 Spanish expeditions 
attacked both islands. They captured Association and were beaten 
off from Providence. Association was afterwards reoccupied by the 
French, and became the base from which they spread over the western 



NEWFOTJNDLAOT), GUIANA AND WEST INDIES 213 

end of Hispaniola. Tte turn of Providence oanae in 1641. Don 
FrancirTpo Diaz de Pimienta collected at Cartagena a force of twelve 
ships and two thousand men. After fierce fighting he captured 
the island and expelled the settlers. The Puritan members of the 
Company at home, absorbed in the struggle with the king, abandoned 
the idea of retaking it, and the enterprise came to an -md.^ 

In two more localities in the West Indies English settlers gained 
a footing before the death of Charles I. On the mainland of Honduras 
corsairs and wood-cutters frequented the inlets of the coast, the name 
Belize being a Spanish corruption of Willis, a buccaneer who flourished 
towards 1640. In the uninhabited Bahamas, to the north of Cuba, 
pioneers from Bermuda established a salt-making station on the island 
of Eleuthera in 1646. Next year they began to plant cotton and 
tobacco in another island of the group to which they gave the name of 
New Providence. In general, we may regard the period above con- 
sidered as one of beginnings and experiments in the West Indies. 
The great days of the En glish islands, when sugar cultivated by negro 
labour was the staple product, belong to the latter half of the seven- 
teenth and the whole of the eighteenth centuries. 

^The transactions of the PioTidenoe Island Company are narrated at length in 
Dr. A. P. Newton’s work already cited. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE BAST INDIA COMPANY, 1600-1657 

(i) The ongin and deoelojme/nt of the Company’s constitution 

In its early constitution the Bast India Company combined some of 
the distinctive features of both the regulated and ioint-stock types 
of chartered corporation. The charter of 1600 enumerated a Hat of 
members, who alone were free to take part in. the trade. This body 
elected a governor and a committee of twenty-four assistants. But 
the freemen were not, in theory, compelled to share in every venture 
of the Company. To the expenses of any given voyage they might or 
might not subscribe, at their discretion ; and, having done so, they 
were liable to additional calls for unforeseen outlay upon that voyage 
alone without regard to the other underCaMngs of the Company. 
Hegulated company principles thus governed the subscription of 
capital for each venture ; but the capital once collected w^s adminis- 
tered on purely joint-stock lines. The governor and a sub-committee 
for the voyage hired or purchased the shipping, appointed the captains 
and factors, provided the lading, and framed the instructions and 
general policy to be followed. trading was for the joint account, 
no private member of the Company being allowed to venture an 
individual stock of merchandise ; and on the return of the expedition 
the cargoes were sold and the profite distributed on a percentage ratio 
to the principal invested. At this point the methods of the past 
again came into play : for each expedition was to be completdy 
wound up at its conclusion and the capital returned to those who had 
invested it, precisely as if their connection with the trade were being 
permanently severed. The early East India Company was thus a 
regulated body conducting its separate voyages on joint-stock methods. 
It was not a joint-stock company of the normal modem type, since it 
had no permanent capital to be used for continuous operations over 
an unlimited period of tune. 

Such was ^e theory .^of the Company’s constitution. In many 
particulars that theoiy was destined to be practically modided almost 
from the outset by the operation of circumstances unforeseen by its 
framers. Elizabeth’s charter granted to the original freemen and such 
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others as they might admit to the fellowship a monopoly of the trade 
for fifteen years with this reservation, that the crown might at any 
time ^ve two years’ notice and recall the grant if its operation were 
judged to be prejudicial to the national interests. The queen, in 
sanctioning the trade at aU, had fettered her hands in the impending 
negotiations for the conclusion of the Spanish war. In return for this 
disability she expected the Company to conduct its trade on a larger 
and more vigorous scale than it seemed at first prepared to do. She 
looked in fact for a steady influx of wealth into London as the result 
of the despatch of annual trading squadrons to the East. The regular 
arrival of the treasure-fleets at Cadiz was the pattern of oceanic enter- 
prise present in her mind ; for nothing less had she consented to 
raise such an obstacle to the negotiation of peace. The merchants 
viewed the matter differently. They had invested large sums in a 
hazardous business. They desired to go slowly, to see how unascer- 
tained factors would afiect the venture, to feel their way cautiously 
from the known to the unknown, and above all, to realize the profits 
of one voyage before adventuring in the next. A voyage to and from 
eastern Asia occupied two or three years, hundreds of tons of spices 
could not be sold to advantage in a week or two, and thus there was 
inevitable delay before the prudent merchant could determine whether 
or no it was worth his while to continue. As a consequence, long 
before any news of the first expedition had reached home the queen 
was clamouring for the despatch of a second, for which the capital 
was not forthcoming. Her death in 1603, and the change of dynasty, 
added to the uncertainties of the directors. But if notlmg were done 
they Imjw the charter would be forfeited. They brpught strong 
pressure to bear upon the members, and secured a grudging sub- 
scription for a second voyage, which set sail three years after the 
departure of the first. They obtained this result only by agreeing to 
pool the expenses and profits of the two ventures, in breach of the 
principle of separate voyage trading. 

Other factors contributed to the same end. It was necessary to 
maintain resident servants in the Asiatic ports, and it became difficult 
to apportion the expense to the various subscriptions of capital. The 
voyages began to overlap, and the overseas officials had to keep separate 
books for each. The interests of one set of investors were not identical 
with those of another, and contradictory orders began to arrive at the 
outlying factories. After twelve years the confusion and wastage 
were seen to be intolerable, and much of the regulated element in the 
Company’s methods had to be discarded. 

The principle, however, died hard. Its influence was seen in the 
expedient wMch succeeded it. This was to raise a terminable joint- 
stock for a stated period of years. The directorate were to operate 
on this capital as vigorously as possible w’ithout limit to the number 
of voyages they might set forth. But at the end of the period the 
stock was to be wound up and the capital returned to the investors. 
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The overlapping was reduced, but it still remained to a certain extent. 
This system had a longer life than that of the separate voya^s. It 
endured until 1657. Only then was a permanent and continuous 
joint-stock adopted, in which the investors could never demand the 
return of their capital, but had instead to withdraw from the enter- 
prise by the sale of their shares for what they would fetch on the 
stock-market. Not until 1657, therefore, did the East India Company 
become a purely joint-stock concern in the modem sense. 


(ii) TJie period of Separate Voyages, 1600- 12^^ 

The Company’s first expedition sailed from the Thames in the 
spring of 1601, and finally cleared from Torbay on April 22. It con- 
sisted of the Red Dragon of 600 tons, a private warship purchased from 
the Earl of Cumberland ; the Hector, 300 ; the Ascension, 260 ; and the 
Susan, 240. The united crews numbered 480 men. The lading 
comprised English manufactured goods to the value of £6860 and coined 
silver worth £28,742. The whole was under the command of Sir 
James Lancaster, the surviving captain of the voyage of 1591. The 
squadron reached Acbin in Sumatra in June, 1602. Lancaster pre- 
sented the queen’s letters to the native sovereign of that place, and 
entered into friendly relations. He found, however, that the local 
pepper crop had failed, and went on to Bantam in Java, capturing a 
Portuguese carrack with a rich lading by iHjhe way. He obtained 
pepper and spices at Bantam and the neighbouring islands, left factors 
to coUeet future cargoes, and sailed for England. The Ascension, the 
first of his ships to reach home, arrived in June, 1603, and the rest of 
the fleet came into port in September. 

Lancaster’s return was opportune, for the Company’s affairs were 
at a low ebb. James I. had confirmed the late queen’s charter, and 
was showing favour to Sir Thomas Smith, the governor, mainly on 
' account of the latter’s implication in Essex’s treason of 1601. But 
James, like his predecessor, expected something more than the despatch 
of one voyage in three years. The cessation of hostilities with Spain 
had thrown many adventurers out of employment, and the eastern 
trade tempted them to bid for the king’s countenance in opposition 
to the chartered Company. Unless, therefore, the latter acted with 
energy it was blrely to lose its privfloges. But its troubles were by 
no means ended by Lancaster’s arrival. He brought with him 
1,000,000 lb. of pepper. To flood the market hurriedly with this quantity 
would entail a disastrous fall in prices. The plague, also, was raging 
in London, and business was at a standstill. Many years in fact elapsed 
before the first voyage could bo wound up, and even then some of the 
proceeds had to be^mstributed in kmd instead of in cash. Ultimately 
the profit, in conjunction with that of the second voyage, worked out 
at 95 per cent,, but the delay, with the money, worth normally 10 
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per cent, per annum, locked up for eiglit years, reduced tke actual net 
gain to,^bout 20 per cent. — ^by no means a great return for such a risk. 

The second expedition, its financial fortunes pooled with the first, 
consisted of the same ships under the command of Sir Henry Middleton. 
So difficult had the raising of subscriptions proved that it carried a 
freight worth only £12,300, mostly in specie. Middleton found a cargo 
of pepper awaiting him at Bantam, and pushed on to Amboyna in the 
midst of the Moluccas for the more valuable spices. After a successful 
voyage he returned in 1600. K O 

Already jealousy and the /itteg’s infirmity of purpose had dealt 
the Company a heavy blow! ^ Edward Michelbome, a courtier, 
had been one of its original membk^, but had been expelled for non- 
payment of his venture injme first expedition. In 1604 he obtained 
from James a license to^make an independent voyage in violation of 
the royal charter. Fqp^wo years he cruised in the eastern archipelago, 
doing very little trajite but robbing any ships which came in his way. 
His victims Dutch and Chinese merchants, and he thoroughly 

compt^ia^f^S^ position of his fellow-countrymen in the islands. 
He retuS^^in 1606, and died not long afterwards, the Company 
never obtra^g any redress for the damage he had done to their 
interests. His injuries to the Dutch were particularly unfortunate, 
for they afiorded that nationality the grievance which they were 
seeking as an excuse for hostility against their English rivals. John 
Davis, the Arctic explorer, accompanied Michelbome as his chief 
naingator, and was killed? in action with a Japanese ship. 

Of the subsequent voyages of the early period, the third (1607), 
financed jpmtly with the fifth (1609), a single ship venture, returned 
the huge profit of 234 per cent., discounted of course by the usual 
delay in the winding-up. One ship of this expedition landed Captain 
William Hawkins on the mainland of India to proceed on a mission 
to the Great Mogul at Agra. Hawkins obtained in 1607 a grant of 
permission to establish a factory at Surat in the Gulf of Cambay. 
Portuguese machinations, however, prevented this from becoming 
fully operative until some years afterwards. The fourth voyage, set 
forth in 1608, was unlucky. Of its two ships one, the Ascension, 
ran aground near Surat, and was lost with all her cargo, although the 
crew escaped. The other, the Union, traded prosperously in the 
islands, and was driven by a storm on the coast of Brittany when 
almost in sight of home. She was lost with all hands. The Company 
asserted that the Breton fishermen deliberately wrecked her for the 
sake of plunder. It took action in the French courts to secure 
restitution of some of the goods, but never obtained any satisfaction. 

In 1609, when the profits of the third and fifth voyages had yet to 
be divided, the Company was again in difficulties, and had to make a 
strong appeal for public support. It was’'the year which witnessed 

^ Ho was possibly the same William Hawkins, nephow of Sir John Hawkins, who had 
sailed mth Fenton in 1381, but the identity is not prored. 
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tte great revival of iaterest in the Virginia colony, and the Bast India 
Company, like that of Virginia, obtained a new and more favourable 
charter and an accession of influential members. The coincidence 
was probably due to the fact that Sit Thomas Smith presided over the 
fortunes of both Companies. By the charter of 1609 James promised 
a perpetual monopoly, in place of the original term of fifteen years, 
and the period of notice for resumption by the Crown was extended 
from two years to three. The grant also included a strong clause 
against the intrusion of interlopers. 

Thus fortified, the Company set forth its sixth voyage in 1610 with 
a capital of £82,000. It built for the trade a great ship of 1100 tons, 
the largest constructed in England since the monster warship Greai 
Ha/rry had been completed a century before. James in person attended 
the launch, and named the new snip the Trade’s Inorease. His royal 
favour brought no good fortune, for she was maliciously fired and 
destroyed whilst careening at Bantam on her first voyage. In spite 
of this disaster the sixth voyage returned a profit, as did the seventh 
and eighth, of 1611 and 1612, which were also on a large scale. 

A summary of the results of the separate voyages, which now came 
to an end, shows that from 1601 to 1612 twenty-six large ships sailed 
for the east, representing a total investment of £466,179, of which 
£138,127 was exported in money and £62,413 in goods, the remainder 
being consumed by working expenses. The average profit for the 
period, allowing for losses by delay in winding up, was about 20 per 
cent, per aim\un.*' The above figures, wheif compared with those of 
the Elizabethan ventures, even with such an infiated undertaking as 
Michael Lok’s Cathay Company, indicate the enormous increase in 
national wealth which had taken place during half a century. The 
impression is strengthened when we remember that the East India 
Company was only one among many concerns which were exploiting 
the capital and manufactures of the country. 

(iii) The struggle mih the Dutch, 1609-23 

Hitherto we have regarded the operations of the Company from the 
point of view of the adventurers at home. We have now to trace 
the fortunes of their servants abroad and the events of the bitter 
struggle which was destined to divert the energies of the English in 
Asia into ohaimels never contemplated by those who inaugurated the 
movement thither. The East India Company, in brief, was formed to 
carry on a trade in spices with the archipelago lying ofi the south-east 
coasts of Asia ; withm twenty-five years of its foundation it had been 
completely expelled from that trade and had taken up, as an alterna- 
tive, the exploitation of India proper, a continental country with a 
vast population, whose pfoduotions seemed to ofier less favourable 

1 Hunter, BritUh India, i. p. 293 and table on p. 291. I'he author does not vouch 
for the 20 per cent, average, but q^uotes it ae " an unofficial estiinate.” 
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opportunities to a chartered company than did the pepper, doves and 
nutmeg of the islands. The cause of this enforced change of plan 
lay in the strength and hostility of the Dutch. 

The Dutch were our precursors by some six years in the island trade, 
and to this fact they owed some of their predominance. They began, 
as we did, with a series of separate undertakings (1595-1601) con- 
ducted by independent companies competing with one another, which 
was in fact the position of the several groups of investors operating the 
separate voyages of the English company. They realized, as the 
English ultimately did, the disadvantages of this system, and they had 
a stronger incentive than their rivals to tackle the problem and place 
their trade upon a sounder basis. The United Provinces were still 
waging their war of independence against Spain, and they came to the 
conclusion that the surest means to success lay in building up a mari- 
time supremacy, and with it a wealthy state, by developing to its 
utmost the East Indian trade. For the Dutch then, tins trade spelt 
the very esdstence of their country ; for the English it was merely a 
means whereby ,a limited class in the oommvmity might enrich 
themselves. Hence the Dutch government made the furtherance of 
eastern commerce the prime motive of its policy, whilst the Stuart 
kings used it as a subordinate counter in a diplomatic game played 
with widely different objects in view. 

In 1602 the Dutch authorities took the jSrst step towards supremacy ' 
by abolishing competition within their own house. They enforced 
the amalgamation of thair various undertakmgs into a United East 
India Company with a joint-stock of over half a million pounds. This 
Company^ecame practically a department of the state, and consequently 
had nothing to suffer from the intrigues and official encouragement of 
interlopers which frequently menaced ila London competitor. With 
its huge capital, subscribed in perpetuity, it sent strong fleets to the 
east, and wrested one by one the strategic points in the Archipelago 
from Portuguese (i.e. Spanish) control. Li 1602 a Dutch fleet defeated 
the Portuguese near Bantam and forced its way through the straits 
of Sunda into the island-strewn waters beyond. Li 1605 the Hollanders > 
established a virtual protectorate over Amboyna in the region of the 
rarest spices. Two years later a treaty with the King of Temate gave 
them a footing in the heart of the Moluccas, and in 1609 they secured 
the entrance to the Archipelago by a similar treaty with the ruler of 
Bantam. Everywhere they appeared in the guise of deliverers of the 
native chiefs from Portuguese tyranny ; it was not until their position 
was unassailable that they turned tyrants themselves; 

During these years the English, inferior in niunbers and organization, 
were also trading in the islands. The Dutch resented the intrusion, 
considering that their own achievements entitied them to a monopoly. 
But the time for active hostilities had ’'not arrived. The war of 
independence dragged on at home, Spain was visibly exhausted yet 
not convinced that all was lost, and the Dutch government counted 
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on the good offices of England to bring about a triumphant peace. 
James I. failed to act up to their expectations. The Dutch considered 
that his tenderness for Spain cheated them of a full recognition Sf their 
victory, and gave them instead the mere truce for twelve years with 
which the struggle ceased in 1609. Their resentment wiped out their 
gratitude for past obligations to England, and the respite at home gave 
them leisure to adopt an aggressive poKcy in the east. In 1609 they 
claimed the exclusive sovereignty of the Spice Islands, and appointed 
Pieter Both as the first governor-general of their Asiatic dependencies. 
With his arrival at Bantam in 1611 begins the acute period of the 
contest for the island trade. 

Both began vigorously to consolidate wliat his countrymen had won 
and to extend their influence by a new series of treaties with the native 
chiefs. The En gli sh factors found themselves everywhere flouted or 
forestalled. In 1613-14 the Dutch opened veiled hostilities under 
cover of the native powers. A year later the English complained that ; 
they could not trade in peace at Bantam, their earliest port of call. 
In 1617 forty Englishmen were reported to be imprjsoned with great 
severity at imboyna, and at the same time their enemies adopted the 
ingenious device of maltreating the natives whilst sailing under the 
English flag. The London company sent out a strong fleet to support 
its servants, but the Dutch had more ships in addition to fortifications 
on land. Sit Thomas Dale, the ex-govemor of Virgima, commanded 
the Eng lis h squadron. He fought pitched battles in 1619, in one of 
{which more than 3000 rounds of groat shofVere fired. With native 
'assistance he burned the Dutch settlement of Jaccatra in Java, but 
had ultimately to evacuate the island and retire to India, .where ha 
died, 

Concurrently with the war in the east negotiations went on in 
Europe. The English company appealed to the king for assistance, 
and a tortuous haggling was protracted for several years, first in 
London, then at the Hague, then again in London. The English 
company offered the Dutch free trade at Surat in return for the like 
in the islands. The Dutch demanded as their price what amounted 
to a political alliance — ^joint territorial conquest in Asia and joint 
hostilities against Spain and Portugal. The former the English 
merchants considered unnecessary, the latter King James would not 
allow. Einally he compelled his subjects to agree m 1619 to a treaty 
which assigned to them one-third of the island trade on their under- 
taking to share the expenses of fortifications and warships. The 
flaw in the arrangement was that the fortifications in question remained 
under Dutch control and the English residents in them under Dutch 
jurisdiction. 

The inevitable consequence followed. The treaty arrived in the 
east in 1620, and- Jan Cohn, Both’s successor as governor-general, 
determined to take full advantage of its one-sided terms. He had 
just founded a new capital for his empire at Batavia, and had decided 
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that the time was ripe for the assertion of Dutch sovereignty throughout 
the Archipelago. By straining the law his officers of justice rendered 
life a -ftorment to the English factors. The word of a native, they 
complained, was always preferred to theirs. Their letters home were 
fuU of requests to he recalled from an intolerahle position. In 1621-2 
Coen expelled the English by force from Lantor and Pulo Hun in the 
Banda group in spite of a plucky defence in which the chief agent, 
Nathaniel Courthope, lost his life. In 1623, after Coen’s departure for 
Europe, one of the blackest deeds in history terminated the career of 
the English company in the Spice Islands. 

At Amboyna, north-west of the Bandas, an Engliah agency con- 
sisting of eighteen merchants under Gabriel Towerson was maintaining 
a precarious position. At the same station were 200 Dutchmen with 
some hundreds of native troops and eight warships under their com- 
mand. Herman van Speult, the governor, had been reproved by 
Coen for over-scrupulousness. He was evidently determined to prove 
that such an aspersion was an injustice to his character. In February, 
1623, he seized a Japanese soldier of the garrison and charged him 
with conspiring with the English to gain possession of the fort. By 
the use of torture he obtained the man’s confession, and that of other 
Asiatics to the same effect. He next arrested the eighteen Englishmen 
— who were living scattered in five different places, and not all in the 
same island — and taxed them with the plot. One and all denied 
stoutly that they had ever thought of such a thing. One after another 
they were tortured with.fvater and fire until their eyes protruded and 
their burnt flesh putrifled. The process extended over several days, 
and from every one, except perhaps Towerson himself, some kind of 
confessiofl was obtained. Nearly all, however, denied their con- 
fessions as soon as the torment was relaxed, and some foimd opportunity 
to write their denials in their prayer books and other belongings 
which ultimately came home to England. Whilst the trial was in 
progress a letter arrived for Towerson, recalling him and his sub- 
ordinates from the island. Van Speult read it, and continued on his 
course. When his evidence was complete he proceeded to consummate 
the tragedy. On February 27, ten English merchants and nine 
Japanese soldiers were executed in the presence of the native population, 
assembled to witness the triumph of the Dutch. This ghastly 
affair, of which the details rest upon unshakable evidence,^ rivals the 
most exaggerated horrors of the Inquisition. The Inquisitors, indeed, 
had the excuse of believing that they saved the soul by killing the body. 
Van Speult and bis fellows committed their crime for the sake of 
commercial advantage. 

When the news reached England in 1624 it aroused extreme horror 
and indignation. King James wept as the tale was recited to him, 
and the country at large woke suddenly from its Elizabethan dream 
of Spain as the national enemy, and realized for tfie first time that it 
' It may be road at longtb in Hunter’s Brilish India, i. pp. 383434. 
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had to deal with a foe harder and more ruthless than either of the 
Catholic powers, a fit successor to the grasping Easterlings of the past. 
The Dutch nation as a whole shared in the guilt, for no leadingiman in 
it expressed regret or made a genuine move to bring the criminals to 
justice. The popular fury in E^land continued unabated for some 
time. Dutchmen were insulted if they appeared in the streets ; and 
when an artist commissioned by the East India Company painted a 
picture of the scene in the torture chamber of Amboyna, the govem- 
•ment had to prohibit its public exhibition lest it shoidd lead to a 
massacre in London. In the end, little was done. James soon dried 
his tears and continued his game of European statecraft, in which the 
co-operation of the Dutch Republic was essential to him. Charles I., 
who succeeded him a few months later, made a show of demanding 
reparation. On meeting with a refusal he arrested some Dutch ships 
in the Channel, and quietly released them again without having 
carried his point. But, although their sovereigns had betrayed them, 
the Company and the nation never forgot the Amboyna massacre. 
When Cromwell, thirty years afterwards, came to a reckoning with the 
Dutch, he extorted compensation to the surviving relatives of the 
victims. The blood feud between the two chief Protestant nations 
endured longer still. As late as the beginning of the eighteenth century 
we find such bitter sneers as Swift’s account of the interview of Gulliver 
with the Emperor of Japan, in which the latter is made to say “ that 
he began to doubt whether I [Gulliver] was a real Hollander, or no ; 
but rather suspected I must be a Christian.” 

In the east the crime brought success to its perpetrators. From 
1623 English trade ceased in the Spice Islands. Two years later the 
English factors even in Java began to despair, and themselve's urged 
the Company to turn its chief attention towards continental India. 
A factory established at Firando in Japan by William Adams and 
Richard Cooks failed at the same time,^ and the Company had perforce 
to act on its servants’ advice, and abandon all connection with the 
farthest east. Fortunately, it had, during the previous decade, 
made progress in India commensurate with its losses elsewhere. 


•(iv) The EstabUshmera of the English m India 

Whilst the Dutch were grasping the monopoly of the Spice Islands 
the English Company was takmg steps to establish its trade in India. 
Here it found the Portuguese already in occupation, with strongly 
fortified_ stations at Ormuz in the Persian Gulf, at Goa in western 

1 Adams anired in Japan in a Dutch diip in 1600. He obtained favour with the 
authorities and was granted an eetate, dying in the country in 1620. When he heard 
of the existence of the Dnglishteompany he furthered its interests. But lyayasu, 
the great Shogun, whd had favoured the English, died in 1616 ; and ultimately, to 
prevent the spread of Christianity, all Europeans except the Dutch were excluded from 
Japan until 1860. 
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India, and at several places on the Malabar Coast in the south. Portugal 
held also the island of Ceylon, and by means of this chain of possessions 
sought Jo dominate the whole trade of India both with Europe and the 
farther east. But Portugal had already passed the zenith of its 
power. In its best days the nation had not produced enough men to 
maintain its world-wide possessions against a determined assault, 
and its subjection to Spain since 1680 had destroyed the energy of its 
administration. In the cast the Portuguese were everywhere hated 
by the native populations on account of the savage cruelty which they',# 
had consistently used to mask their deficiency in real force. That 
cruelty had been employed for religious as well as political ends. The 
Portuguese never forgot that their move to the east had been in its 
origin a crusade ; and the Inquisition at Goa had probably a longer 
roll of executions to its credit than any other branch of that tribunal. 

In 1607 William Hawldna travelled to the court of the Mogul 
Emperor Jehangir. His business was to negotiate a treaty by which 
the Company might trade in the Mogul dominions. He found that he 
was looked upon as the representative of an inferior race, and also that 
the officials of Agra understood quite well that he was not a man of 
high rank in his own country. He obtained permission to trade at 
Surat, but the Portuguese were able to intrigue with the local governor 
and prevent the grant from coming into operation. In 1609 however 
there were some English factors in the place. Two years later Sir 
Henry Middleton led thither some of the ships of the sixth voyage. 
A Portuguese fleet prevented him from landing, and he passed on to 
the islands after some precarious bartering with native boats at sea. 

Next year, 1612, Captain Thomas Best arrived with two ships, the 
Med Bragm and the Hosiander. The Tapti river was not navigable 
as high as Surat, and the Englishman sought to anchor and land his 
goods at Swally Eoads, an anchorage protected by sandbanks at the 
river’s mouth. Four Portuguese warships with a number of oared 
craft were ready to resist his entrance. He waged a prolonged battle 
with them, the fig hting extending, with intervals, over a fffil month. 
At length the superior seamanship and gunnery of the English gained 
the victory, and the Portuguese retired from the neighbouffiood. The 
Mogul governor then gave permission for the English to establish 
their factory at Surat, with branches in three other towns of the vicinity; 
and the ‘grant was confirmed by the emperor at Agra. Thomas 
Aldworth, who had come out with Best, became the organizer of the 
first permanent English trading post in the Mogul’s dominions. 

Best’s two ships had formed part of the last separate expedition of 
the Company. The first terminable joint stock was formed in the 
following year with a capital of £429,000 subscribed for four years. 
Early in 1614 the shareholders despatched four ships to Surat under 
the command of Nicholas Downton, a capjain already experienced in 
eastern voyages. Downton arrived at the mouth of the Tapti in 
October, and found the Mogul governor at war mth the Portuguese. 
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The natives pressed for Downton’s assistance, but he declined to be the 
aggressor, being limited by the long’s injunctions to fighting in self- 
defence. Nevertheless the Portuguese were themselves detern^ined to 
force an issue, for they realized the significance of the Surat factory. 
The Viceroy of Goa collected all his available forces and advanced to 
overwhelm the English at the head of nine sailing ships and sixty 
frigates, or row-barges, as they were called by the Bngbsh seamen. 
The odds were enormous, 234 guns and 2600 Portuguese together with 
6000 natives against Downton’s 80 guns and 400 men, weak from a 
long voyage. The campaign lasted from January 20 to February 
13, 1616. In that period Downton, by bard fighting and skilful 
manoeuvring, completely defeated the great armament of his enemies, 
who retired to Goa, leaving the future of the Surat factory secure. 
The English leader did not survive to receive the rewards which were 
his due, and which even King James, with his talent for promotmg 
the wrong men, could hardly have refused him. His only son had 
been IdUed in the fighting, and he liunseU died later in the same year. 

Downton’s victory had been the triumph of modern over mediaeval 
methods. The collapse of the Portuguese empire rapidly followed. 
In 1616 they lost a great carrack with a rich lading, wrecked by its own 
captain to avoid surrender to the English. Two years afterwards the 
latter took another with half a million in money aboard. The Spanish 
government showed complete indifference to the ruin of its subject- 
empire. During three years not a single official letter from home 
reached the aumoritiea at Goa. In 1620 the,Enghsh appeared in the 
Persian Gulf. After preliminary hostilities they combined with the 
Shah’s forces to capture the island fortress of Ormuz (1622). The 
Shah retained the conquest, but granted his allies a factory at Gom- 
broon (Bender Abbas). The English now concluded that it was 
impolitic to press their vanquished rivals further. The Dutch, how- 
ever, were less lenient. They continued the attack in their own 
sphere, capturing Malacca in 1641 and Ceylon in successive stages from 
1638 to 1668. In their exhaustion the Portuguese conceded liberty 
for English trade in all Indian ports by a local agreement in 1636, 
confirmed by treaties in London in 1642 and 1654. The 1635 agree- 
ment should be noted for, as wffl be shown later, it turned grea% to 
the English Company’s disadvantage. 

In the meanwhule the Company improved its position in the Mogul 
empire. From 1616 to 1618 Sir Thomas Roe resided at Agra with the 
full rank of an ambassador from the king. He was not completely 
successful in his negotiations, for the Moguls looked upon all Europeans 
as inferiors, and Jahangir’s personal (ffiaraeter was similar in some 
respects to that of the English king. Roe desired to embody the 
Company’s privileges in a definite treaty. To this the emperor 
listened favourably, but always eluded committing himself by a formal 
ratification. Presents to the sovereign and bribes to his ministers 
entailed a heavy expense, and Roe departed with his object unachieved. 
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But he had carried himself with dignity in a difi&cult situation, and 
could at least claim thatie had increased rather than diminished the 
prestige ’of his countrymen. 

The Surat factory, under Aldworth’s presidency, long enjoyed a 
prosperous career. It became a depot for the cotton, musUns, salt- 
petre, indigo and dyestuffs from all parts of the interior. Ere long 
the Dutch appeared to claim trading facilities. The immanence of 
the Mogul power precluded the Engfish from expelling them with a 
high hand, as they themselves had been driven from the islands ; but 
the Dutch merchants failed to prosper in their dealings with the Indian 
rulers, and their competition never became dangerous. They com- 
mitted piracies, however, upon the native craft conveying pilgrims 
to Mecca, and, the blame being laid upon the English factors at Surat, 
all were imprisoned in 1623. The English afterwards gained favour 
with the emperor by policing the pii^rim route. In 1630 a terrible 
famine in Gujarat depressed the trade, which failed to recover for 
several years. Six years later the English merchants were again 
placed under arrest on account of the piracies of their own countrymen 
whom Charles I. allowed to visit the east in defiance of the Company’s 
charter. Nevertheless Surat remained on the whole the most satis- 
factory of the English trading stations until nearly the end of the 
seventeenth century. It continued to be the senior factory until 
1687, when pohtical changes caused the transference of the head- 
quarters to Bombay. 

On the eastern side of Ifldia, where the Mogul power was less firmly 
established, Dutch competition was more formidable. In 1609 the 
Dutch opeped a factory at Pulicat on the Coromandel Coast. The 
English tried their fortune at Pettapoli, an unhealthy place at the 
mouth of the Kistna. They held on until 1621, when the heavy 
mortality forced them to abandon the station. It was reocoupied 
later, but never became a great trading centre. Masulipatam, a httle 
farther north, seemed to promise better. A factory was established 
there in 1611, and was precariously maintained in face of Dutch 
aggression throughout the century. Madras, which ultimately became 
the chid[ Enghsh port on the Coromandel Coast, was founded by 
Francis Day of Masulipatam in 1639. Day secured for the Company 
the sovereignty of a strip of land upon which he erected Fort St. 
George, the first fortified factory possessed by his coimtrymen in 
India. The directors at home blamed him severely for involving them 
in what they considered an unnecessary expense, but the outcome 
proved his wisdom, and Madras became in 1658 the head factory of 
the eastern coast. 

Extending northwards into the Bay of Bengal, the Company’s 
servants estabhshed themselves in 1633 at Bslasor in Orissa, midway 
between the mouths of the Mahanadi and Ihe Ganges. Here again 
the unhealthy climate nearly proved fatal to the enterprise, but Francis 
Day reinforced it when it was on the point of being abandoned. In 
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the Ganges delta itself an outpost for the Balasor depot was founded 
at Hughli in 1660.^ But the principal English development in this 
region did not arise until the end of the century. 

During the last five-and-twenty years of the period ending in 1657 
the Company’s servants in India were extending its hold upon the 
coimtry’s trade with very little support from home. In England their 
masters’ affairs were in confusion, and the complete break-up of the 
corporation seemed more than once at hand. But the Indian establish- 
ments displayed a wonderful vitality of their own which fully justified 
the saying that “ if the Company succeeded, or if it failed, it went on." 

(v) The Company's fortwnes at home 

For the first century of its existence the East India Company’s chief 
troubles at home arose from the fact that its charter was of royal and 
not parliamentary origin. This laid it open to attacks of two kinda ; 
liberal politicians were tempted to declare its monopoly unjust by 
analogy with the clearly oppressive monopolies granted by the crown 
in internal trade ; and the crown itself, regarding the Company as 
its own creature dependent on its pleasure, violated its charter without 
compunction, and made inroads upon its funds when in need of money. 

within a very few years of its inauguration attacks developed on 
both these lines. We have already mentioned James I.’s license to 
Sir Edward Michelbome in 1604, and the damage wrought by that 
adventurer to the Company’s interests. In 1617 again the mug granted 
a charter to Sir James Cunningham for the formation of a Scottish 
company to trade with the East Indies. The London company 
raised loud protests, but could only secure the cancellation of the 
grant by paying compensation to Cunningham and his associates. 
In 1624 the crown claimed £20,000, one-fifm of the spoils of Ormuz, 
although the latter had been taken entirely by the Company’s forces. 
The political opponents of the monopoly armed themselves with 
economic arguments. As early as 1601 Gerard de Malynes in A Treatise 
of the Gmker of England’s GommonweaUh denounced the export of 
silver for the purchase of spices, alleging that his countrymen were as 
simple as West Indian savages in exchanging precious metals for 
luxuries and trifles. Other writers took up the cry, notably “ J. E.” 
in The Trade’s Increase, 1616, the very title of which was a gibe at the 
Company, heing that of their lost leviathan. Puerile arguments were 
pressed into the service, such as the assertions that the Company’s 
construction of shipping had raised the price of timber and that its 
voyages were prejudicial to the nation^ defence hy denuding the 
realm of seamen.^ Political theorists, in fact, and would-he mte^ 

^ Sit W. W. Hunter oon^d^B that the tradition of a factory at Fipli in 1633-4 il 
not supported by clear e-ridenoe : Britiah InKa, ii. p. Ol note. 

* J. U., however, brought forward the serious statement' that of 3000 seamen who 
bad sailed to the east 2000 had never returned. 
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lopeis delibeiatdy used fallacious reasoning in order to appeal to 
popula^ prejudice, and their efforts were so far successful that for half 
a century the harassed shareholders and directors were commonly 
regarded as a clique of unpatriotic self-seekers. 

For the Company Sic Dudley Digges repHed in The Defence of Trade, 
1616, and Thomas Mun in A Discourse of Trade from England, into the 
East Indies, 1621. Mun also wrote (c. 1630) England's Treasure by 
Forraign Trade, hut the work was not printed until 1664. These 
brochures prove that more reasonable economic principles were already 
being formed, but popular tradition was against them, and they 
required clearer thinking for their appreciation than could be expected 
from the prejudiced pubhc to which they were addressed. The most 
serious charge against the Company was that of exporting the national 
wealth. Mun aptly replied to this fay comparing it to the action of the 
farmer who sows grain in order to obtain a harvest. And statistics, 
so far as the Company disclosed them, bore him out, for about three- 
quarters of the spices brought home from the east were re-exported 
for payment in cash or goods of much more than their original cost. 
As knowledge of the Indian trading conditions improved, also, the 
proportion of specie exported decreased. The 1601 emedition carried 
eastwards £29,000 in money and £7000 in goods, but the second 
joint-stock in 1617-20 sent out nearly £300,000 in English manufactures 
and only £162,000 in coin. The Company had thus a sound contention 
in favour of its public utility. An undoubted ground of suspicion, 
even to impartial observes, lay in the fact that, whilst the profits of 
the Indian trade were obviously large enough to be worth fighting for, 
the Company was for ever bewailing its losses and crying out for help. 
The explanation was probably to be found in the delay in winding up 
the vanous ventures. "Whilst one set of investors were quietly pocket- 
ing theic gains, the stage was already occupied by another set still 
in the throes of uncertainty as to the outcome. 

As originally formed in 1600 the Company had consisted almost 
exdusivdy of merchants, the only member of rank being the Earl of 
Cumberland, whose connections in the city were extensive. For a 
man to avail himself of the privileges of an ordinary regulated company 
it was indeed necessary for him to have had a commercial training. 
But it was soon realized that such training was not essential to a 
speculator in the East Indian voyages, because all the details of the 
trade were in the hands of the Company’s officials. "When, therefore, 
the kiug renewed and strengthened the charter in 1609, a host of 
courtiers and persons of rank sought admission, headed by the Earls 
of Salisbury, Nottingham, Southampton, and Worcester ; and some 
years later James hnnself offered to become a freeman, a dangerous 
compliment which the governing body skiltiijly declined. The period 
of greatest prosperity in the early history of the corporation followed. 
The first termmable ioint-stook, 1613-16, amounted to £429,0CK), 
sent out twenty-nine ships in four voyages, and made a total profit 
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of 87^ per cent. The second ioint-stook, 1617-32, raised a capital of 
£1,629,000, despatched twenty-five ships in three voyages, ancj at first 
promised a satisfactory return.^ The loss of the islands trade was 
then, severely felt, and a period of financial decline set_in._ Separate 
voyages had again to be resorted to in 1628-30 and a third joint-stock 
could not be raised until 1632. 

Charles I. was ever a broken reed for the Company to rely upon. 
His father had alternated between support and desertion of its interests ; 
he himself con.siatently betrayed them. His feeble conduct of the 
Amboyna question caused the directors to appeal in despair to Parlia- 
ment in 1628. Their case was ably presented by Thomas Mun, but the 
Commons, absorbed in the constitutional struggle, looked coldly upon 
a body enjoying a monopoly of royal creation, and rendered no ^cient 
aid. Charles then demanded a passage to the east for the Earl of 
Denbigh, whose object was most probably to reconnoitre the prospects 
for an independent trade of his own. Denbigh returned from India 
in 1633, and apparently abandoned his projects. 

The next move was more serious. In 1635 Sir William Oourteen, a 
financier of Flemish extraction, and Sir Paul Pindar, a merchant of 
great wealth, approached the liig through the good offices of Endy- 
mion Porter,® a groom of the bedchamber. The Company had just 
concluded its agreement for trade in the Portuguese possessions. 
Captain John Weddell had been instrumental in this negotiation. 
He now deserted the Company and took service with Oourteen and 
Pindar. Charles issued, in December 1636, a license to these associates 
to trade in the east, stillmg his own conscience and endeavouring to 
soothe the indignation of the Company by an assurance that the new 
body should not intrude into places where the Company was already 
established. The ostensible design, in fact, was to take advantage 
of the late treaty and trade in the Portuguese stations. The kmg was 
already under financial obligations to Courteen and Pindar, and 
hoped to draw large sums from the new concession. At a later date he 
avowed that Endymion Porter’s name was merely inserted as a screen 
for his own. 

In 1636 Weddell and other captains sailed under the flag of their 
new employers. They appeared at Goa and even at Surat, where 
they caused considerable perplexity to the resident factors, as yet 
ignorant of the details of the intrigue. But their principal occupation 
was sheer piracy, which they pursued everywhere from the Red Sea 
to Canton. It was on account of their misdeeds that the Mogul govern- 
ment imprisoned the unfortunate Surat merchants. Sir William 
Oourteen died in 1637, his son, of the same name, succeeding to his 
interests in the association. Thar next project was the establishment 

^ For foil &iancial details aifd an analTsis of the vaiious ventures see W. B. Scott's 
Joait Stoei Ompania, iL pp. 91-12S. 

'Pwler had already sent two privateers to the Indian Ooean in the early part of 
163^ before the Portuguese agreement was hnown in Bngland. 
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of a colony in Madagascar, to act as an entrepot between tbe east and 
the west. Prince Rupert, his military career not yet begun, was 
flattereli into accepting the command, but ultimately his relatives 
decided against it and despatched him to the continental wars instead. 
The Madagascar settlement remained in the air until 1646, when 140 
colonists went out to plant in St. Augustine Bay. The experiment 
was a terrible failure, lasting little more than a year. At the end of 
that time twenty-three survivors abandoned the place, and less than a 
dozen saw their native land again. In 1639 Charles, by a fresh change of 
front, revoked his grant to Courteen’s association ; but it continued 
nevertheless to carry on trade and piracy and the export of base coin 
throughout the period of the Civil War. 

The king’s new regard for the East India Company brought it no 
good fortune. In 1640, in desperate need of money, he took possession 
of pepper to the value of £60,000 in its London warehouses. He 
pronused repayment, and perhaps honestly believed he could keep his 
word, but circumstances were too strong for him. The Company 
recovered about half the amount by withholding payment of customs. 

During the Civil War the Company suffered by an inevitable splitting 
of its members into royalist and parliamentarian factions. The 
former were in a minority, and after they had been purged out the main 
body again appealed to Pajliament for the extinction of the Couxteen 
association. In 1646 the Commons agreed to this, but the Lords 
rejected their decision, and nothing was done. So hopeless did the 
position seem that the directors in 1646-7 and again in 1649 resolved 
to abandon their factories, recall iheir servants and wind up all their 
affairs. Por some years no money could be raised and no ships sailed 
to the east except ^ose of private speculators with or without license. 
But the final act of ahandomnent was not carried oiit, and the Company 
continued to exist as an oflcial body, although doing no business. The 
overseas factors really kept it alive, maintaining themselves principally 
by private trade. At the end of 1649 the original body coalesced with 
the Oourteen association, also in a moiihund condition, without effecting 
any immediate improvement. 

At the conclusion of the Dutch war (1664) all concerned looked to 
Cromwell’s strong statesmanship to reorganize the East Indian trade. 
Ho approached the question with an eye solely to the national con- 
venience, haviug no personal connection with the interests involved. 
He found three conflicting bodies of opinion : that of the unattached 
merchants of London 'and Bristol, who professed to desire an entirely 
open trade ; that of the old East India Company, wishing to continue 
on a joint-stock basis ; and finally, that of a schismatic party in the 
Company itself, who were eager to refound it as a purely regulated body 
allowing its members to make individual voyages. These traders 
called themselves the New Adventurers, and were already sending out 
their ships in anticipation of the decision. In 1656 Cromwell com- 
pleted his investigation, and in the following year issued his charter, 
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wMolx put au end to the long period of anarchy. He decided in fxvoui 
of a joint-stock trade and a complete monopoly, on the lines laid 
down by James I. So far as can be ascertained, there was nothing 
very new in the document iteelf But it was accompanied by changes 
which amounted to a revolution. A new maohinery of election brought 
the governor and oflBlcials into closer touch with the shareholders. 
Admission to the privileges of the Company could be obtained on 
payment of £6. And, above all, the new joint-stock became per- 
manent and indissoluble, with a consequent extinction of the old 
vicious system of overlapping interests. 

^ It doea not nov eziat. "Sat a reoonatruction of ita terms see Hunter, ii. pp. 132-3. 



CHAPTER VII 

MARITIME DISCOVERT IN THE EIR8T HALE 01 THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

(i) Australia and the South Seas 

Uimii nearly tie end of tie sixteenti century tie world-mapa compiled 
by tie great geographers are unanimous in showing tie southern 
portion of tie earth as covered by a great land-mass, 'W^iose coastline 
runs in an irregular circle round tie globe in latitudes vary ing from 
20° to 60° S. This great southern continent— the Terra Australis 
nondum cogniia — ^was thought to form the southern shore of the 
Straits of Magellan, and the maps show a northward projection of it 
in the region since found to be occupied by Australia, with New 
Guinea drawn as a separate island off the main coast. This ini cation 
of land on the actual site of Australia was either a lucky guess on the 
part of the map-makers or the fruit of a real discovery made in the 
earlier dec&des of the sixteenth century. Such a discovery might have 
been made by the Portuguese — as it afterwards was by the Dutch — 
owing to storms driving ships out of their course while on the eastward 
passage to the Spice Islands. But it has left no trace in written 
record ; and to the generation which saw the opening of the seven- 
teenth century Australia was stiU an xmknown land. 

The credit of its early o.xploration belongs almost entirely to the 
Dutch, but since it has long formed a field of British expansion some 
account of its discovery is necessary. The northern shore of New 
Guinea had been known to the sixteenth century navigators. In 
1606 the Dutch authorities at Bantam despatched William Janszoon 
to make further investigations. Janszoon explored the south-western 
coast of New Guinea and the eastern side of the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
being thus the first recorded European to behold the shores of Australia. 
He Giought that New Guinea and Australia were all one, not realizing 
that a passage existed between them. 

That discovery was made very shortly after the Dutch expedition 
had left the coast. In 1605 two Spanish, commanders saDed from 
Callao in South America with the object of exploring the South Pacific. 
They made various discoveries among the islands of Polynesia, and 
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then separated, one only, Ltiis Vaez de Torres, persevering in the 
voyage, Torres sighted the eastern end of New Guinea and sailed 
along the whole of its south coast, thus proving it to be an islaltd, and 
traversing the strait which now bears its discoverer’s name. Torres 
returned in safety to America, but the Spaniards did not make public 
the information he had gathered, and the Dutch long afterwards 
believed New Guinea to be a part of Australia. 

The next Dutch enterprise had no direct bearing upon Australian 
discovery, but proved, what had long been vaguely suspected, that 
Tierra del Fuego was not part of the great southern continent. Drake 
had made this discovery during his voyage of 1577-80, but for strategic 
reasons had not advertised it. English map-makers, however, had 
discarded the southern continent, at least in this region, soon after 
his return. There was now a commercial reason for attempting a 
voyage by the open sea. The Dutch East India Company’s charter 
gave it a monopoly of the Indian trade, whether by the Cape of Good 
Hope or the Straits of Magellan. Isaac le Maire, an independent 
Dutch trader who seems to have intrigued with the French, determined 
to avail himself of the flaw in wording the charter. He despatched his 
son Jacob le Maire with William Schouten in 1616, to sail into the 
Pacific round Cape Horn. This they did successfully, the fltrst time the 
feat had been accomphshed, and arrived in the Eastern archipelago 
after marking discoveries in Pol 3 mesia and on the northern coast of 
New Guinea. But at Batavia the authorities paid no heed to their 
ingenious evasion of the charter. Ship aitd goods were ruthlessly 
confiscated, and Jacob le Maire died of grief. 

The exploration of Australia began again in 1616. Between that 
year and 1627 a series of Dutch voyages resulted in the charting of the 
western and half of the southern coasts. Most of these discoveries 
were made by merchantmen driven out of their course on the 
voyage from the Cape of Good Hope. Two voyages, in 1623 and 1636, 
revealed parts of ttie northern coasts to the west of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

The question whether Australia was an island or merely a projection 
OT the supposed great continent was still an open one. In 1642 Abel 
Tasman sailed from Batavia to solve the problem. Going first to 
Mauritius, he then sailed far into the southern ocean, and turned 
eastwa^s until on November i he sighted a land which he named after 
Van Diemen, the governor-general of the Dutch Indies, but which 
IB How called Tasmania. Leaving this coast he pressed on to the east 
until he discovered the South Island of New Zealand, which he sup- 
posed might be part of the southern continent. From New Zealand 
he sailed back to Batavia by the north of New Guinea. He had thus 
circun^vigated Australia and proved its insular character. But 
he had not sighted its eastern shore, which remained unexplored for 
another centi^, neither had he perceived the fact that Tasmania is 
a separate island. 
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Whilst Tasman was making his great voyage Martin de Vries had 
been charting the coasts of Japan, hitherto very vaguely represented 
on the tnaps. Previous Dutch voyagers had searched for other islands 
in the ISTorth Pacific, alleged to lie to the east of Japan and to be 
inhabited by civilized people. These rumours proved to be groundless. 

With the voyages of Tasman and de Vries the exploration of Australia 
and the Pacific ceased until nearly the end of the century. The Dutch 
sought for rich trading lands rather than sites for settlement. The 
former they saw were not to be looked for in the south, and this accounts 
for the cessation of their interest in discovery. It was not until the 
nineteenth century that any European country had a sufficient surplus 
population to undertake the serious colonization of so distant a shore 
as Australia.^ 


(ii) The Arctic 

In the Arctic the first three decades of the Stuart period witnessed a 
similar outbreak of energetic discovery, in which the English bore a 
preponderant part. Under Elizabeth Erobisher and Davis had searched 
for a north-west passage, and the Muscovy Company for one by the 
north-east. The last-named body had ceased from their efforts after 
the voyage of Pet and Jackman in 1580. The Dutch had then taken 
up the work, and their expeditions of 1694-7 had resulted in the 
discovery of Spitzbergen by Barents, with the prospect of commercial 
gain in the whale fishery. The Muscovy Company claimed the fishery 
as included in their monopoly. An offshoot from their corporation 
obtained a separate charter in 1613, but ultimately the Dutch beat 
them out'of the field. 

With the advent of the East India Company the North West Passage 
again assumed practical importance. In 1602 that body commissioned 
George Waymouth to search for it. He sailed up Davis Strait and 
returned by its western shore, the locality of Frobisher’s discoveries. 
Finally, disaffection among his men forced him to give up the quest 
after he had penetrated some distance into Huron’s Strait. In 
1606 Christian IV. of Denmark sent an expedition to Greenland to 
seek traces of the Norse colonies which had existed there in the early 
Middle Ages. One of the ships was commanded by an Englishman, 
John Knight, who returned to his own country at the conclusion of 
the voyage. In the following year Knight sailed to the Labrador 
coast in a small vessel equipped by the East India and Muscovy 
merchants. He and four of ms men landed to explore the country, 
and were seen no more. Immediately after his disappearance a 
swarm of Eskimos attacked the ship. The surviving meinbers of the 
crew got her clear with difficulty, and sailed home by way of New- 
foundland. 

^ Much of the foregoing is drawn from £. Heawoud, Oeographioal Discovery in the 
Seventeenth and Sighleenlh Centuries, Cambridge, 1912. 
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We come now to Henry Hudson, the greatest of the English explorers 
of this period. Exhaustive research has failed to reveal any certain 
information upon his early life and family. Several persons of Ks name 
were prominent in the Muscovj' Company from its inception, either as 
investors or mariners, and it has been conjectured that Thomas Hudson, 
a London merchant associated with Walsingham and Doctor Dee in 
promoting Davis’s voyages, was his uncle. Although his relationship 
to any of these persona has not been proved, it was in the Muscovy 
Company’s service that he first became prominent. Whether by his 
own design or those of his successive employers, Hudson covered the 
whole area of the Arctic in his search for a northern passage to Asia, 
RVM.TniTiiTig first the area due north of the British Isles, then the north- 
east, next the American coastline in the west, and finally the oft- 
traversed north-west where he met his fate after maldng his most 
important discovery. Such a comprehensive scheme, thoroughly 
carried out by one man, was precisely what had been lacldng hitherto, 
and had it yielded purely negative results it would probably have put 
an end to the era of exploration for a century. Such, in fact, was its 
outcome in aU directions except one — ^the north-west, where at the 
moment of the explorer’s death he seemed to be on the verge of solving 
the great problem. 

In 1607 Hudson sailed in a ship belonging to the Muscovy Company 
to accomplish the first part of his plan. He pushed northwards up 
the east coast of Greenland until stopped by ice, and then tamed 
eastwards, following the edge of the ice barrier untU he came to Spits- 
bergen. Everywhere in this stretch he failed to find any prospect 
of a passage through the ice. The voyage thus finally demonstrated 
the fallacy of the theo^ advanced by Robert Thome ei^ty years 
before, that it was possible to sad right over the pole itself. In 1608 
Hudson sailed again in the service of the Muscovy Company. His 
objective this time was the north-eastern sea between Spitsbergen and 
Novaia Zemlia. Here again the ice precluded aU hope of a practicable 
channel. In this coimection it must he home in mind that the objects 
of Arctic exploration were not puidy scientific, as in our own day. 
The merchants who financed the voyages looked for the discovery of a 
passage which could he regularly used for commercial purposes, and 
failing that, their servants were not justified in persisting in the hearoh. 
The presence of a thick ice-harrier therefore satisfied Hudson that it 
was usdess to continue in the north-east unless a route could be found 
along the coast of Siberia itself, a quarter in which the season of 1608 
was now too fat advanced for a proper exploration. He returned 
to London after examining the west coast of Novaia Zemlia. 

Hudson now seems to have conduded that the west offered the best 
prospect of an Asiatic passage. He had been in communication with 
John Smith, the Virginia pioneer, who suggested that America might 
not after all he an unbroken continent, and that the region afterwards 
named New England might contam a channd to the Pacific. He 
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had, however, to subordinate his views to those of his prospective 
employers. The Muscovy Company were unwilling to expend initbei 
sums on the project, and Hudson entered the service of thS Dutch 
East Tndifl Company, whose predilections still favoured the north-east. 
In 1609 he sailed again in that direction in the Dutch ship Half Moon. 
II^ attempted to pass between Hovaia Zemlia and the mainland, but 
ice and the insubordination of the Dutch crew put an end to his progress. 
Then, in order not to waste the remainder of the season, he steered 
boldly in the opposite direction, and coasted down the American 
shore until he reached the mouth of the river which has since borne 
his name. T hinking that this might be the desired passage through 
the American continent, he sailed the Half Moon inland until further 
progress was impossible and the truth was dearly established that he 
was in a river and not an arm of the sea. On the voyage home he 
touched at Dartmouth, where the authorities detained him and the 
English members of the crew. The Dutchmen went on to their own 
country, and their reports of the discovery led to the establishment 
of New Amsterdam at the mouth of the Hudson Eiver. 

The north-west was now the only quarter which Hudson had not 
attempted, and the north-west had always appealed moat efEectively 
to the imagination of English adventurers. A strong combination of 
the latter, induding Sir Thomas Smith, Sk John Wolstenholme, Sit 
Dudley Digges and about twenty others, now prepared to finance the 
explorer in a voyage in this direction. In Apim, 1610, he set sail in a 
ship called the D^covew, a name which has become famous in the 
annals of exploration, ffis crew induded Eobert Juet, an old man who 
had been ms mate in previous voyages, Eobert Bylot, and Henry 
Glreene, a man of bad character who owed much to Hudson’s kindness. 
Passing in sight of Iceland and Sreedand, the Discovery entered 
Hudson’s Strait between Labrador and Meta Incognita (now BafiSn 
'Land). Many previous north-western explorers had gone so far, 
including perhaps Sebastian Cabot, the earliest of aU. Hudson was 
the first to traverse the entire length of the strait. Having done so 
he turned southwards down the eastern side of Hudson Bay. He 
may now have supposed himseH to be in the Pacific, or at least in a 
gulf having an opening to that ocean. Before he could proceed to 
the western shore of the bay, and so discover its true nature, the 
winter closed in and he hauled his ship ashore to preserve her from the 
ice. The long winter proved fatal to the discipline of the crew. 
Provisions ran short and sickness broke out. In June, 1611, Hudson 
was able to resume the voyage. In spite of starvation he seems to 
have determined to risk aU in completing the discovery. !ffis (iapiginn 
precipitated a mutiny. Headed by Greene and Juet the malcontents 
seized him and his son, placed them with the sick men in an open 
boat, and turned them adrift. None of the imfortunates were ever 
heard of again. Having committed this crime the mutineers elected 
Greene captain and sailed for England. 
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Greene and three others were killed in a fight with Eskimos. Juet 
died of hunger. The survivors reached home in September. Having 
but a 12me account to give of themselves six of them were placed on 
their trial. Some documents relating to the case came to light a few 
years ago,^ but the extent of their punishment nowhere appears. 
Robert Bylot, one of the accused men, took part in subsequent voyages. 

Among the promoters of exploration the report of Hudson’s dis- 
covery caused the greatest excitement, and many believed that the 
North West Passage was found. They hastened to subscribe funds 
for a new voyage to complete the work. In April, 1612, Captain 
(afterwards Sir) Thomas Button sailed with two ships. His orders 
were to traverse the passage, and after arriving in the Pacific to 
send back his smaller vessel with the news whilst proceeding to China 
and Japan with the other. Three months after his departure the 
adventurers, now nearly three hundred in number, secured a royal 
charter incorporating them as the Company of Merchants of London 
Discoverers of the North West Passage. & Thomas Smith became 
the governor of this body. 

With these anticipations the return of Button was eagerly awaited. 
He made a good passage through Hudson’s Strait, and safied westwards 
across the bay until he came to its farther shore at a point which, for 
obvious reasons, he named Hopes Checked. He then coasted south- 
wards and wintered at Port Nelson, suffering much hardship and losing 
one of his ships. In the other, Hudson’s Discovery, he completed his 
examination of the western shore in the summer of 1613, and returned 
with news which, although of geographical value, fell far short of what 
his em^lpyers had expected. He did not admit, however, that hopes 
of the passage were at an end ; the set of the tides and other indications 
encouraged the belief that a channel might yet be found to lead west- 
wards out of the hay. The members of the Company shared this belief 
for, besides setting forth other voyages, they took pains to keep secret 
the information obtained by Button, of whose discoveries only a meagre 
account has survived. Button’s official relation was suppressed, and 
has never since been found. 

Whilst Button was entering Hudson Bay in 1612 another explorer, 
James Hail, was examining the west coast of Greenland, apparently 
in the hope of finding gold. Hall had been a commander in a Danish 
expedition to the same region, in which some E.skimo3 had been kid- 
napped and carried off to Denmark. A relative of these unfortunates 
recognized Hall as one of the authors of the outrage, and murdered 
him in revenge. His crew then returned without makmg any 
discoveries of importance. In this voyage William Baffin took part 
as Hall’s pilot, appearing for the first time in Arctic exploration. In 
1614 Captain Gibbons, one of Button’s companions, sailed in the 
service of the North West Passage Company to improve upon his 
former commander’s discoveries. His voyage also proved unfortunate, 
^ See T. A. Janvier, Henry Hudson, New York, 1909. 
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for he lost the season by becoming embayed on the Labrador coast 
in a place called Gibbons his Hole. When he freed his ship it was too 
late to proceed further. 

The Company now took Baffin into its service and sent him out with 
Robert Bylot in 1615 to look for Iffie passage through Hudson Bay. 
•Rnffirij like Davis in the previous centurjr, was a well-educated seaman 
who made improvements of his own m the science of navigation; 
and, as in the case of Hudson, nothing has been discovered concerning 
his family antecedents, although there are indications that he was a 
London man.^ In lie voyage of 1616 he examined the northern 
parts of Hudson Bay and, Effing that the ice increased and the water 
became shallow, came to the conclusion that no passage existed in 
that direction. 

In the following year, 1616, Baffin and Bylot sailed once more under 
the same employers. Convinced that Hudson Bay was a cul de sao, 
^ey took up the line of discovery which John Davis had perforce 
abandoned in 1687. It will ha remembered that Davis had desisted 
more on account of political and finandal considerations than because 
he had lost hopes of success. Baffin therefore sailed up Davis Strait, 
and early in June passed hia precursor’s northernmost limit. He 
pressed on for three hundred imes into the stretch of water sinoe 
called Baffin Bay. In the latitude 78“ N. he found his further progress 
barred. He noticed passages leading out of his bay, but each was 
blocked by ice, and he returned to report that here again he saw no 
hope of a commercial route to the Pacific. Hfe title to fame rests upon 
his chaxt of the discovery and his scientific observations. No other 
navigator covered the same ground until the opening of the nineteenth 
cfflitury. The remainder of his career was passed in the service of the 
East India Company. In 1622 he was killed at the siege of Ormuz. 
Whilst taking ranges for the artillery with his ma^ematical instru- 
ments, “ he received a shot from the castle into his belly, wherewith he 
gave three lea^, and died immediately.” 

The North West Passage Company had now well-nigh exhausted 
its hopes and its capital. For two years it did un tTii-ng further. In 
1619 it sent forth its last effort, in which William Hawkridge once 
more entered Hudson Bay, but failed to push the limits of discovery 
beyond those reached by his predecessors. Sir Thomas Smith was 
now growing old,® and withdrawing one by one from the enterprises 
be had so worthily invigorated. He retired from the management of 
the Vir^nia Company in 1619, and from tiie governorship of the East 
India Company in 1621. From this time onwards we hear no more 
of the Nortii West Passage Company, 

At tile point where left it the discovery remained until 1631, 
In that year Luke Foxe of Hull obtained, after much petitioning, the 

» Voyages of WiUvm ed. ^ 0. B. MarHimn, Hakloyt Sooiety, 1881, pp, xaii 
sxlii. 

* He died ia 1625. 
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command of the ship Charles of the royal navy, and the equipment 
of his expedition hy a body of private adventurers. Foxe was a 
middle^ged sea-captain who had studied the records of Arctic voyages 
and had long desired to lead an expedition of his own. Whilst Foxe’s 
preparations were going forward the merchants of Bristol were stirred 
to undertake an independent enterprise with the same object — ^the 
discovery of an outlet from Hudson Bay. They committed their 
undertalang to the command of Captain Thomas James. We have 
thus the hitherto unprecedented coincidence of, two English explorers 
sailing in the same year and with the same purpose, and yet without 
working in co-operation. Foxe expressed some contempt for James as 
a seaman, and there was considerable jealousy between the two expedi- 
tions from the outset. In the end neither accomplished anything 
remarkable. Foxe entered the bay and examined first its western and 
southern shores, where he encountered James. Then he tried its 
north-western exit, reaching a latitude of 67° N., “ Foxe his Farthest.” 
Sickness and ice then forced him to give up the search and return to 
England. James had a leas fortunate voyage. His crew suiiered many 
casualties from sickness and accident, and he decided to winter in the 
bay. Foxe was blamed for not doing the same, but, as he pointed out, 
it was posable to be in Hudson’s Strait, by saffing from England in the 
spring, at a much earlier date than that of the break-up of the ice in 
the recesses of the Bay : wintering was therefore unnecessary. Each 
of the explorers wrote a book on hia experiences, and each died within 
a few years of his return. Wiih these voyages the quest for the 
North West Passage ceased for over a century. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE PHEITAN ASCENDANCY, 1649-1660 


The present-day view of the British dominions as transplanted portions 
of the nation, possessing the same rights to liberty as the parent stock 
and united to it in equality by ties of blood, is of comparatively recent 
development. In the seventeenth century the conception of empire 
was widely Cerent. Themett-of-that d ay reg arded c oloni al esma nsion 
in tArma of trade. To them overseas settlements were desirable only 
in idifaf as they afford'e'd'enhanced coinmerciarfacilities tb‘ the Tiop^ilfl^ 
tiohat home. Parliament in 1649, appointing a commission to enquire 
into the affairs of the colonies, directed the members to consider “ how 
they may be best managed and made useful for this Commonwealth ; 
how the commodities thereof may be so multiplied and improved, as 
those Plantations alone may supply the Commonwealth with what it 
necessarily wants.” Here we have the essential character of the old 
i; empire clearly implied — a selfr_S3ifficient and exclusive trading^ corpora- 
jtion. It was natural fox^is system to he adopted, for it'wis'lbhe 
' only one known to the time. Spain and Portugal, our precursors as 
colonial powers, had each taken it as the basis of their policy. In 
their case the royal authority had planted and developed the colonies ; 
in our own the same work had og&i done by private enterprise'; in 
both the capitahats at home had home their part, and considered ' 
themaelvea as much entitled to share the fruits of suooeas as were the 
pioneers who had now become colonists. In return for subjection to 
her economic system the mother-country afforded an undeniable benefit ' 
— defence by her armed forces against European enemies. The bargain 
^as not altogether one-sided, and the statesmen of the seventeenth 
Icentuiy therefore saw no valid reason why they should not mould the 
{policy of the empire with a amgle eye to the prosperity of the British 

This conception of a trading empire continued to fiourish for nearly 
two hundred years. "When, toward the end of the eighteenth century 
the older colonies would tolerate it no longer, and broke away ; and 
when at the same time the industrial Eevolution set in at home, and 
under these combined influences the mercantile system fell to pieces 
in the course of fifty years, the generation which witnessed the process 



241 


THE PURITAN ASCENDANCY, 1649-1660 

had nothing to put in the place of the lost bond. It was commonly 
said that, the mercantile nexus being aboli-shed, nothing remained to 
prevent the other outlying members of the British race from following 
the example of the United States. Only in the last fifty years has it 
become apparent that there exist means of cemehting an empire other 
than a material system of profit-taking. 

We see then that the men of the seventeenth century moulded 
the colonial policy of the following age, and that dominating their 
colonial policy was their commercial policy. Here again their outlook 
proceeded from a different angle to our own. To the modern economist 
trade is bound up with the maintenance of peace, and the well-being 
of one nation depends upon that of its neighbours ; wealth is increased 
by free intercourse, and no country becomes rich by making surrounding , 
peoples poor. To the statesmen of 1649 this would have seemed an 
idle doctrine. Looking out upon their world they conceived its normal 
and natural state to be that of war — of universal competition for 
supremacy. This warfare was not always of&ciaUy declared, but it 
was always implicit. Commerce to them was one of its processes — 
an attempt to seize the largest possible share from a body of world- 
1 wealth assumed to be a fixed qu^ti^ not capablrofany great expan- 
Ision. To extend their own’cbuhtry’s ’industry and trade did not 
'satisfy them ; th^ must also ffepn^ and uproot those of their invals. 
[They had- th^efore"arreraborate strategy of’ trade comparsdile to’ the 
strategy of fleets and armies, and quite as assiduously studied. The 
^odem critic often exclaims at the fatuity of navigation acts and 
monopolies and similar shackles upon enterprise, and marvels that 
intelligent men did not sooner realize their folly. The conception of 
commeTg^ as an act of war and of merchants as organized and 
disciplined lilce soldiers, goes far to explain them. With such con- 
siderations in mind we are the better enabled to enter into the external 
policy of English governments under the Commonwealth and the 
•Restoration. 

'The leaders of the Commonwealth had a stiff task before them in 
,1649. Scotland declared against them on the execution of the king. 
Ireland, long in a state of anarchy, was for the most part royalist in 
•sentiment, and its leaders were busily raising forces for Charles U. 
A portion of the fleet had revolted in 1648, and was now rmder the 
command of Prince Rupert. The Isle of Man, Soilly, and Jersey were 
held by royalist garrisons and served as nests for privateers. Virginia, 
Maryland, Barbados and Antigua had all repudiated the authority 
of the parliamentary government. In Europe the latter could discern 
npt a single friend; in Spain, France, Portugal, even in barbarous 
Russia, it was looked upon as a gang of criminals, the enemies of 
mankind. With France there began a maritime war which, although 
unofficial, raged fiercely for several years.* In the Channel and the 
Mediterranean French privateers preyed upon English commerce, 
capturing 5000 tons of Upping in the course of the first few months. 
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As these privateers held letters of marque fi'om Charles II. their 
activities were equivalent to the transference of the Civil War from 
Lthe land to the sea. _ , _ 

' The Puritan statesmen acted with resolution. Whilst Cromwell 
and the army struck 'down Ireland and Scotland, Sir Henry Vane and 
Robert Blake set about the strengthening of the navy and the re- 
establishment of English prestige throughout the world by its means. 
The first task was the hunting down of Prince Rupert. The latter 
had sailed from a Dutch port at the beginning of 1649 with eight ships. 
He failed to prevent Cromweb’s transit to Ireland, being blockaded by 
Blake at Kinsale throughout the summer. In October he escaped and 
made for the coast of Spain. After capturing English merchantmen 
he entered the Tagus with his prices, and received friendly recognition 
at Lisbon, where he was able to recruit his force to a considerable 
extent. For the Commonwealth government it was a crucial situation. 
Unless they could vindicate their claim to have Rupert treated as a 
pirate and not as the legitimate officer of the King of England the 
whole overseas interests of the country must go down before the 
hostile forces of Europe. Fortunately their contest cut across another, 
the war still going on between Spam on the one hand and Portugal 
and France on the other. In March, 1660, therefore, when Bl^e 


arrived off Lisbon in pursuit, he was able to obtain supplies from the 
^aniah coast and maintain a blgckade throughout the summer. He 
soon received instructions to treat the Portuguese as enemies, and 
emphasized the position by detaining nine sh^s of the outward-bound 
Brazil fleet when they came down the Tagus to put to sea. In 
September he attacked the homeward-hound fleet feom Brazil, and 
captured seven prizes. These measures caused a change in the 
Portuguese attitude, and Rupert ceased to be a welcome guest at 
Lisbon. In October, taking advantage of Blake’s absence, the royalist 
leader set out once more. He entered the Mediterranean, lost the 
greater part of his squadron by wreck and in action, and took refuge 
with the remuaut at Toulon. 


One effect of Blake’s proceedings was the recognition of the Common- 
wealth by Spain, which took place in December, 1660. In the following 
year Rupert evaded the English forces waiting for bim in the Mediter- 
ranean, and once more gained the ocean. His intentions were now 
frankly piratical, and on that account he became politically less 
dangerous. For a year he cruised off the Azores and the Afrimu 
coast, capturing Spanish and English merchantmen. Only when the 
royalist cause had already perished in the West Indies did he sail 
thither in the suuup.^ of 1662. His force now dwindled away for 
lack of any support: from a friendly shore. His brother Maurice 
perished in a hurricane near the Virgin Islands, and he himself, with 
only one of his fighting ships left, returned to Europe in the spring of 
165S to end bis long a^^tuie in a French port. In the meantime the 
Parliamentary foroea ,,J^ reduced, the Scilly Islands and the other 
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outlying royalist strongTiolds, and tlie victory of Worcester in 1651 
had deftdtely put an end to civil war in the British Isles. A powerful 
supporteS of the Stuart cause abroad had died in 1650 in the person 
of the Stadtholder William 11., who left no succeasor of age to take 
his place. France was distracted by the troubles''of the Fronde, and 
so, after two years of desperate uncertainty, the Commonwealth 
leaders might congratulate themselves on having weathered the storm. 

The pursuit of Eupert, the war with the French, and the necessity 
for capturing the royalist strongholds round the English coast, had 
postponed the reduction of the rebellious colonies to the allegiance 
of the Commonwealth. In the autumn of 1651 this task was taken 
in hand. The colonies afiected were Virginia, where Sir William 
Berkeley, appointed governor by Charles I. just before the outbreak 
of the Civil War, stDl ruled in the name of the dead king’s son ; Mary- 
land, where a faction had proclaimed Charles II. without authorily 
from Lord Baltimore ; Barbados, controlled by Lord Willoughby and 
a body of active royalists ; and Bermuda and Antigua. The New 
^Englanders had impassively accepted the triumph of Parliament, 
showing by their general attitude that they intended the rise and 
'fall of English governments to remain a matter of indifference to 
\tibhem.’- 

j The new Commission for Plantations appointed in 1649 was unable 
to take forcible steps at £rst for ike reasons already considered. In 
October, 1660, it secured the passage of an ordinance forbidding all' 
trade by foreign nations "with the disaffected settlements, but this 
remained a dead-letter until an English fleet could be spared to enforce ■ 
it. A year later Sir George Ayscue arrived at Barbados with a strong 
squadronT^d one of his first actions was to seize fourteen Dutch 
merchantmen which he found trading there in contravention of the 
ordinance. Ayscue found that a landing in Barbados would be a 
difficult matter, since there were 6000 royalists under arms, and they 
were encouraged by false rumours of a victory of Charles II. at 
Worcester in September. At length, on the receipt of the true tidings 
i of Worcester, counsels of prudence prevailed. Colonel Modyford and 
' the moderate party forced Willoughby to submit, and in January, 
1662, Ayscue signed articles of capitulation with the Barbadians. The , 
latter subnoitted to the Commonwealth and expelled Willoughby and ] 
the extremists on recognition of the island’s financial and commercial j 
independence, liberty of conscience, and the continuance of the General 1 
Assembly. Willoughby departed to watch over the interests of a. 
colony he had planted two years before at Surinam in Gimna, of 
w^h we shall have more to say in the next chapter. Antigua, the 
HIrinudas and the smaller island colonies gave little trouble after 
Barbados had been dealt with. 

Early in March, 1662, three Parliamentaty commissioners, headed 
by WUIiam daybouine, appeared at Jamestown to exact the sub- 

^ G. li. Bcor, Orisfim, etc., pp. 309.70 ; Egecton, p. 67. 
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inission of Virginia. Berkeley and a royalist faction were ready to 
fight, but the assembly was lukewarm. After some discussion the 
Virginians surrendered, on the same general terms as the Barbadians. 
The assembly elected Eiehard Bennett, one of the commissioners, as 
governor in succes^on to Berkeley. The latter, however, remained 
in the colony, living in retirement until the Eestoration, when he 
again assumed office. The Commissioners next proceeded up the 
Chesapeake to St. Mary’s, where their presence with a single feigate 
secured the surrender of Maryland ere the month was out. Maryland, 
threatened by Clayboume and the Virginians with absorption into its 
southern neighbour, submitted on less favourable terms. William 
Stone remained governor, but Lord Baltimore’s proprietary rights 
continued in abeyance until 1667, and the colony itself was the scene 
of disorders. 

' The general result of these transactions was that all the British 
dominions recognized the Commonwealth and its successor, the 
Protectorate. The trade of Massachusetts with England, by a grant 
made during the Civil War, had been free of aU duties for some years. 
The remaining colonies, as they came in, obtained similar concessions 
of greater or less extent. In spite of centralizing theories of adminis- 
tration on the part of the Puritan government the colonial assemblies 
continued to follow their own devices, and the mercantile system with 
all that it entailed did not in practice obtain a firm grip upon colonial 
life until the Eestoration. 

The Parliamentary reorganization of the navy proved to he of 
■paramount importance to the fortunes of EnglandT throughout the 
remainder of the seventeenth century. Already, before^ Sie king’s 
execution, the Earl of Warwick, as Lord High Admiral, haa clinched 
the loyalty of the seamen to Parliament by improving their food, pay 
and conditions of service. In 1649 the Commonwealth dismissed 
Warwick, and entrusted his office to a committee presided over by 
Sir Henry Vane. This committee realized that the vigorous foreign 
policy forced upon the republic as a condition of survival must he 
based upon a fleet of uimrecedented strength. As dissensions began 
to appear between the Long Parliament and the army, jealousy of 
the fatter force may also have been a motive ; hut Vane carried oilt 
his work with the assistance of a body of army officers, of whom Eohert 
Blake and later George Monck were the most prominent. The successes 
of these middle-aged men, who had no previous experience of the sea 
service, form one of the most interesting chapters in naval history, 
especially as they were soon to be pitted against such accomplished 
seamen as Van Tromp and de Euyter. Charles I. had made con- 
siderable improvements in the fleet with the proceeds of ship-money. 
! Vane and his fellow-workers added foriy-one hew ships in 1649-51, 
tpractically doubling the esdating force. In the eleven years ending in 
\ 1660, 207 new ships were built or acquired, of which 121 remained 
on the list in the latter year in, addition to twenty-two inherited from 
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Charles I.^ Tte work was necessary, but it was only acMeved by an 
expenditure wMcb plunged the country into debt and confiscation, 
and formed a considerable factor in the thankfulness with which 
responsible men welcomed the Restoration. At the height of the 
Dutch war the navy was costing nearly one4nd-a-half millions a 
year — fifty per cent, more than the total revenue of Charles I. 

Circumstances were soon to put the new navy to a severe test. 
The maritime war of reprisals with Erance which broke out in 1649 . 
raised a crop of difficult questions upon the rights of neutrals, of whom ' 
the Dutch with their huge carrying trade were the most prominent. 
French merchants, in fear of English cruisers, shipped their wares in 
Dutch bottoms. The Dutch contended that a neutral flag protected 
the goods of belligerents, unless such goods were of military value. 
The EngUah, on the other hand, claimed that all belligerent goods 
were fair prize wherever found. The Admiralty courts condenmed 
such cargoes, although they released the ships which carried them. 
The question was of vital importance to Dutch interests. It was 
accentuated by the behaviour of individuals. Among the English 
people in general the echoes of the Amboyna tragedy had died away, 
and there was as yet no great national animosity ; but the seamen, 
whom Clarendon described as a separate nation in themselves, came 
into closer contact with their rivals, and had conceived a bitter hatred 
of them. When they overhauled a Dutch merchantman and could 
find no satisfactory evidence that the goods on board were French they 
tortured the crew until they obtained it. The practice was so common 
that the English Court of Admiralty had to threaten punishment if . 
; ; it were continued,® Dutch trade with English colonies persisted in 
spite oT^rdinances to the contrary, and led to such incidents as 
Ayscue’s seizure at Barbados in 1651. England and the United 
Provinces were now in fact the two sea powers of the world. They 
had trampled down their older competitors and at last stood face to 
/face. The situation was one which admitted of only two solutions 
—close alliance and a division of the spoil, or war to decide the 
supremacy. 

The death in 1650 of the monarchical Stadtholder, the son-in-law 
■of Charles L, seemed to offer a chance of the former. The States 
General decided to appoint no successor to the office. Both nations 
were Puritanical in religion, and both were now fuUy republican in 
government. In March, 1651, two English representatives, Strickland 
and St. John, travelled to the Hague to negotiate an alliance. The 
Dutch expressed willingness, but haggled over the terms, raisii^, in 
addition to the question of neutral rights, that of the English claim to 
sovereignty in the British seas, which involved a salute to the flag and 
, a levy of tribute for the privilege of fishing in the North Sea. They 

ft 

^ Oppeuheim, op. cit. pp. 307, 338. 

* S. B. Gaidiner, Commonwealth and Protectorate, voL ii. Loudon, 1897, pp. lOS-S. 



246, , A SHORT HISTORY OF BRITISH EXPAHSION 

gravely produced the Intereursus Magnus of 1496, wherein some of 
these matters were decided in their favour. They proposed further 
a mutual opening of colonial trade in America and the West Indies 
only, with joint squadrons to act against pirates. This was somewhat 
reminiscent of the uriliappy Spice Islands treaty of 1619. The English 
negotiators, in fact, came to the conclusion that no alliance was possible 
unless most of the concessions came from their own side, and at the 
end of June they quitted the Hague in disgust. If their &st business 
had prospered they had been further commissioned to propose a 
visionary scheme for a political union between the two countries, but 
their discussions never actually reached this stage. 

The next move came from the English Parliament, In August, 
1661, the Council of State placed before it a new Navigation 
; which it finally passed on October 9.\»By this measure the import^So 
England, Ireland and the colonies^ of goods^ from Asia, Africa and 
America was forbidden unless in ships owned by Englishmen (including ' 
colonists) and manned by crews of whom more than half were Englisb. ' 
Imports from Europe were likewise limited to English ships or ships 
OTOied by the nationality which originally produced the goods. In 
addition, aliens were henceforward forbidden to engage in the coasting 
/trade or to bring salt fiLsh into the country. 

It has been customary to speak of this Act as a continuation of the 
series framed from the days of Richard II. to those of Elizabeth. In 
general terms this is correct ; in detail there is a serious diSerence to 
be observed. The earlier measures had been designed to assist the 
transference of the control of the mediaeval European trades from 
continental to English hands. That transference became practically 
complete with the fall of the London factory of the HansaTn 1552, 
and Burghley, as we have seen, realized that the gain from the main- 
tenance of tbe old navigation system was no longer commensurate 
with its disadvantages. Since that time a world-wide network of 
oceanic trade had arisen. The first Stuart longs had fitfully attempted 
to mould it to English advantage by various orders in council and 
similar uses of the royal prerogative.* They had not persisted in 
enforcing their views. The Commonwealth statesmen now swept 
up into one comprehensive measure the tentative experiments of the 
past forty years, and added to them clauses which Engl and had never 
before felt herself strong enough to propound. The Navigation Act 
of 1651 was therefore the first of its kind dealing with oceanic trade, 
*8nd it embodied the aspirations expressed in minor legislation from 
[James I.’s ordef.to the Yirginians in 1621 to the colonial ordinance 
tof 1660, Jt.wjll.he.noticed tW it dealt with imports only, leaving the 
wlonists fiee to export their produce to foreign countries, 
yr The Act concerned principally the iuterests of ^e Dutch. Its 

^ Btiictly speaking on Ordinance, but oommonly termed an Aot. 

* Cunningham, Moitm Timet, pt. i pp. 211, 343 note, 369 ; Beer, Ofigina, pp. 218-9, 



247 


THE PURITAN ASCENDANCY, 1649-1660 

political efiect must have been to render relations with them more 
strained, and it contributed to the outbreak of war in the following 
year^ but it is no longer regarded as the major cause of the conflict. 
Its economic effects scarcely had a chance to show themselves until 
after the peace of 1654, Erom that date it jtemained in force until 
its supersession by a stronger measure in 1660. Its provisions were 
not fully insisted upon ; the American colonies seem to have evaded 
them, as the presence of Dutch factors at New Amsterdam enabled 
them to do with impunity. For this reason there is no clear evidence 
that the Act of 1651 increased English trade or damaged that of the 
Dutch.^ Yet the men of the time believed in its efficacy, for it was 
the one great enactment of the Puritans which was singled out for 
perpetuation on the return of Charles 11. 

r A Dutch embassy came to England in December, 1651, to renew 
jthe former negotiations and to ask for the reversal of the Navigation 
^ct. The latter was refused, and matters drifted steadily in the 
jtoection of war. As has often happened when two nations have 
been at variance on serious questions of policy, the final rupture turned 
upon a point of sentimental interest. The demand for a salute to the 
English flag caused inte n se irritation to the Dutch seamen. In the 
spring of 1652, while negotiations were still proceeding in London, 
both nations sent squadrons to sea in the interests of their commerce. 
Van Tromp, the Dutch admiral, determined to refuse the salute unless 
to a markedly superior force. On May 18 he encountered Blake off 
the Kentish coast. Both commanders were more ready to fight than 
to taUr, and an indecisive cannonade ensued. Parliament sent com- 
missioners to enquire into the circumstances. Cromwell was one of 
thenvmd although he disliked the idea of war with a Protestant nation 
and had striven for a settlement, he gave it as his opinion that Blake 
had been in the right. The Dutch envoys departed at the end of 

i June, and the war began in earnest. One of the Dutchmen remarked 
with prophetic insight : " The English are about to attack a mountain 
of gold ; we, a mountain of iron.” 

1 Cimningbam, i. 210. But the data for a deBnito pTonouncomont seem to be tacking, 
and the matter is one of opinion rather than fact. Scott, Joint Stock Companies, 
i. pp. 2£il-2, also condemns the Act as useless. On the otW band another modern 
economio historian, G. B. Beer, in The Old Colonial System, New York, 4612, i. p, 2, 
says that, coupled with the ordinance of 1050, it “ gave a great impetus to Bnglish 
smpping.” For a disaussion of the eSeot on trade with Burope see an artiolo by 
D. 0. M'Govney in American Historical Seview, ix, p. 725. The conclusion of modem 
opinion seems to be that of Adam Smith, that the main justification of the Navigation 
Acts was poUtioal rather than economio. The Butch co^d undersell us in the building 
of ships, m their management, and in providing the services of seamen. According 
to strict economic principles we should tbereicro have left the oairying trade, even 
between England and her own colonies, to them and have devoted ourselves to some- 
tbhig else in which we could excel. But political exigencies forbade this. It was 
essential to national survival for England to have a great navy. The Acts stepped 
in, fostered maritime interests, and secured the intended effect. Inoidentally it 
should be noticed that under their operation merchant shipping ascended from the 
status of an artiftcially fostered industry and became one for which the country showed 
as great a natural aptitude as it did for weaving or coal-mining. 
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The truth of the saying soon became evident. The Dutch had an 
immense sea-borne commerce, the English a relatively small one. The 
Dutch had to maintain their trade throughout the war, for its stoppage 
meant the starvation of a people too large to live upon the resources of 
its own territory. Inland could endure the partial or even the entire 
cessation of mercantile activity for a short period, for she was still in 
the main an agricultural nation, growing rich by trade and manufac- 
tures, W able to support life without them. In geographical position 
England held a permanent advantage, for the Dutch routes to western 
Europe, the Mediterranean and the oceans passed her southern and 
eastern shores ; only the Baltic and the interior European routes 
remained unobstructed. In political organization England was 
united, her government controlling a single army and a single fleet 
and raising money by uniform taxation ; Dutch authority, after the 
death of the Stadtholder, was split among seven autonomous provinces 
and five boards of admiralty, with illimitable suspicion and jealousy 
ready to break out at the first reverse. In fighting ships the two 
countries were almost equal in numbers, the English having the advant- 
'' age in size and solidity, “ we building our ships for seventy years, they 
theirs for seven,” as an English captain described the difference. In 
the moral qualities of patriotism and religious fervour there was little 
' disparity. The war was to be decided by material factors, amongst 
■ which two only told in favour of the Dutch — ^the numbers of their 
l seamen and their understanding with Denmark, whereby they secured 
the closing of the Sound to the transit of English naval stores from the 
Baltic. 

As might be expected, the fighting was close and deadly to a degree 
unknown in the Elizabethan wars. The English admirals werefeddiers 
of the New Model Army, who atoned for their limitations in seamanship 
by a pugnacity which impelled them to continue every action to the 
bitter end. Ingenious manosuvres played therefore a subordinate 
part, and each battle developed into a ferocious melde from which 
neither side escaped imdamaged. In the summer of 1652 Blake 
scattered the Dutch fishing fleets in the North Sea and then waited at 
Shetland for the Dutch East Indian trade known to be returning by 
the northern route. Sir George Ayscue at the same time cruised to 
.destroy commerce in the Channel. Rightly or wrongly the English 
teovemment thus made their enemy's commerce rather than his fighting 
meet their chief point of attack. Yan Tromp first sought to fall upon 
Ikyacue, but was baffled by adverse wiuds and then sailed to seek 
iBlake in the Shetlands. A great storm dispersed his fleet before he 
ranld engage, and his scattered vessels had to make for the Dutch 
ports to re-assemble. Public opinion blamed Tromp and insisted 
on replacing him by de Witt and de Ruyter. The latter in August 
convoyed a merchant fleet dqwn the Chaimel and defeated Ayscue ofi 
Plymouth. In September Blake united the English fleet his 

, command and defeated de Witt at the Kentish Knock, near the 
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Thamefs estuary. Two months later the Dutch reinstated Van Tromp, 
who set out with some ninety warships to convoy 450 merchantmen 
through* the Channel. Blake’s force was much inferior, for some of his 
ships had been sent to the Mediterranean and many were under repair ; 
for the first time also the shortage of English seamen began to make 
itself felt. Nevertheless he decided to engage, and the battle began 
off Dungeness on November 30. Twenty of his captains held aloof, 
alleging that they had not sufficient men to ply their tackle. With 
the remainder Blake was heavily defeated, losing six ships. Under 
cover of darkness he retreated to the Downs, and the great convoy 
went on its way triumphant.^ 

England quicldy recovered from the defeat. Ayscue retired and two 
more soldiers of distinction, Monok and Deane, joined Blake in the 
command, with a fleet made up to seventy sail. In Eebruary, 1653, 
they met Tromp at the month of the Channel returning with the Bor- 
deaux trade, part of the convoy he had taken out in the previous year. 
In a stragglmg and indecisive battle, usually called that of Portland, 
Tromp saved his merchantmen at the cost of severe damage to his 
fighting ships. In May Tromp successfully guarded another convoy 
Tound the north of Scotland and conducted the inward trade by the 
same route to the Dutch ports. Next month occurred a decisive 
battle between the united fleets in the seas between Harwich and 
Dunkirk. Deane was killed, but the Dutch lost twenty ships and sought 
refuge in their own ports. A blockade of the Dutch coast followed ; 
trade came to a standstill, merchants were ruined by hundreds, and 
the population of A^terdam were face to face with starvation. It 
was a condition which their past history had fitted them to endure. 
At the entTof July Tromp and de Witt skilfully combined their scattered 
squadrons and faced Monck off the Texel in the greatest battle of the 
war. Tromp was killed and the Dutch lost twenty-six ships and 6000 
men. But the English also suffered heavily and the blockade was 
broken whilst they repaired their losses. Peace negotiations followed, 
but the Dutch were not yet in extremity, and the hard terms which 
Cromwell offered goaded them to continue through the winter. Afl 
length the war came to an end by the treaty of April 6, 1654. The! 
•^utch yielded in the matter of the salute, paid compensation for the 
Amhoyna massacre, acquiesced in the Navigation Act, and entered 
. into a defensive alliance. England agreed to freedom of the fishery 
in the North Sea. 

The conclusion was not decisive, but the war itself had inflicted 
more damage upon the Dutch than upon the Eng lish. The latter took 
1500 prizes durmg its course, a number estimated as double that of 
the existing Engfish mercantile marine.® The load of public debt, 
however, coimterbalanced the gain to individuals, and Dutch trade 

^ This was the oaoasion of the broom at the mesfliead story, for vhich moderq 
lesearoh has discovered uo foundation. 

s Oppenhoim, p. 307. 
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showed ere long an astonishing power of recovery. But England 
had at least proved her right to rank as a first-class power, a claim 
upon which the transactions of the Stuart reigns had cagt some 
doubt. , 

During the straggly Cromwell had risen to supreme power in England, 
casting out his rivals of the Long Parliament in the spring of 1663. 

‘ He had never wholly approved of the war, which ran counter to a 
great design of his own for a coalition of the Protestant nations to 
impose their will upon the world. In this matter he was somewhat 
after his time. The opportunity for such a scheme had passed with the 
death of Gustavus Adolphus twenty years before, and the Peace of 
Westphalia had closed the period of the religious wars. But Cromwell 
in his foreign policy regarded himself as Hie successor of Elizabeth, 
faiVing Spain at its face value, and not foreseeing that economic am- 
bitions and the land-hunger of France were to be the disturbing 
influences of the future. It would have needed a prophet to forecast 
such changes in 1663, and Cromwell ever looked backward rather than 
forward. Had he lived longer there might have been no Age of Louis 
XIV. An indication of what was running in his mind appears in a 
document of September, 1653, embod 3 dng a scheme which the circum- 
stances show to have met with his approval. This was for an ending 
of the Dutch war by an alliance between England and the United 
Provinces, which other powers might join, against all states maintain- 
ing the Inquisition. The Navigation Act was to be virtually rescinded 
by a mutual freedom of-tra de -iu all -ports and plantations. English 
and Dutch were then to partition the colomes of the world, the latter 
takmg Asia and buying out the interests of the East India Company ; 
aU America, except Brazil, going to England ; - and- the Afnc^ trade 
remaining divided. Then followed provisions for Christianizing the 
heatiicn'aSid'ior an international cogijaission to regulate disputes. 
Such a ^gantic conception savours more oFNapdlebn than an English 
statesman, and Cromwell resembled Napoleon in this, that he was 
the only English soldier of modem times to wield absolute power in 
the state. The plan remained stiUbom, but visions of it coloured the 
Protector’s foreign policy until his death five years later. 

For the mesent he had to make his profit from the contest between 
Spain and France. Of these, the latter had given more oflenoe to the 
Commonwealth than the former. Many Puritans indeed favoured an 
alliance with Spain on the ground that she had now no Protestant 
subjects to oppress, and that the Holy Office had in practice long 
ceased to trouble Englishmen in Spanish ports. Cromwell hesitated 
between the two, contriving to keep each in doubt of his mtentions. 
At the end of 166i he sent Blake with twenty-four sail to the Mediter- 
lEtnean to indicate the potentiahties of English intervention, and 
incidentally to chastise the Barbary pirates. At the same time he' 
undeitook single-handed 'a first iust^ment of the plan to drive Spain 
out of America. 
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The Western Design, as it is generally called, comprised a joint 
military and naval expedition to make conquests in the West Indies. 
The Protector did not intend it to lead to formal war in Europe. He 
regarded it as a reprisal for the Spanish attacks, upon Providence and 
Association, and for the maltreatment which English crews received 
when driven by stress of weather into Spanism American ports. The 
, real point at issue was the Spaniards’ claim, not to the monopoly 
' of trade with their own possessions, but to the monopoly of all naviga- 
1 tion in the Caribbean Sea, The claims of the Inquisition had become 
' by th’s time merely a technical grievance, although Cromwell’s mind, 
with Its Elizabethan outlook, doubtless exaggerated their efEect. A 
warfare of reprisal limited in scope was still generally^ diatingniahpd 
from a regularly declared conflict, and Cromwell’s instructions to 
General Venables, the military commander, show that this was his 
. purpose : “ Either there was peace with the Spaniards m the West 
Indies, or there was not. If peace, they had violated it, and to seek 
reparation was just.” The locality of attack he left to the nffleera to 
decide when thejr should reach the spot. His general order was “ to 
gain an interest in that part of the West Indies in possession of the 
Spaniards,” The Isthmus of Pan am a he regarded as a favourable 
place ; the Spanish Main and Hispaniola also suggested themselves, 
and the commanders of the expedition chose the latter. Whichever 
they took first was to be viewed only as a beginning of the complete 
conquest of Spanish America. 

General Venables an^ Admiral Penn collected tbeir forces towards 
the end of 1664. The troops consisted of less than 3000 men made np 
of small drafts from the various regiments in the British Isles and a 
numhcr'fof pressed civilians from the London streets. There were 
said not to have been a thousand trained soldiers among them, and 
they never even mustered as one body before embarking. At Barbados 
they were to he joined by as many West Indian colonists as the English 
islands could supply. Such a disorganized force was not in accordance 
with Cromwell’s usual practice, but he considered that, however feeble, 
it wonld be sufficient for the pur^e, and he did not expect to see any 
of the men come home again. His intention was that after making 
their conquest they should turn themselves into settlers and hold it 
permanently in that character. Venables evidently understood his 
mission in this light, for he took his wife with him. After picking up the 
colonial levies at Barbados, Venables landed in Hispaniola on April 
14, 1666, and mardied to attack San Domingo, the capital. Drake’s 
' lauding place of 1685 was no longer available, and the commanders 
had to choose a point thirty miles from the city. The hunger, thirst 
and dysentery of this march demoralized the undisciplined troops. 
They made two attempts to approach the city, and each time broke 
in panic on being attacked by small bodies of Spanish horsemen. 
Venables, himself dangerously ill, saw that the idea of a siege was 
hopeless. He drew ofi, and sought for an easier prey as an alternative 
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to letuming empty-handed. In May the expedition appeared ofl 
Jamaica, an island almost unknown to the English, and inhabited by 
so few Spanish colonists that it could only raise five hundred fighting 
men to oppose the landing. Santiago de la Vega (Spanish Town) 
was easily taken, and^e expeditroh then turned to the work of making 
a permanent plantation. Penn and Venables returned to England, and 
Cromwell in disgust sent them to the Tower, not, as is often said, for 
misconducting the enterprise, but for deserting their post and leaving 
their acquisition open to recapture. 

The Spaniards, however, appear to have regarded Jamaica as lightly 
as did its captors, and made no immediate move to disturb the new 
colony.^ At first it seemed that the forces of nature would alone exter- 
minate the English settlers. Starvation and disease struck them down, 
and a terrible mortality ensued. It was not until the end of 1666 that 
things took a more hopeful turn. Then the discontented officers, 
who were doing more harm than good, were allowed to return home, 
and a capable governor took the problem in hand. The Protector 
advertised the advantages of Jamaica very widely in New England in 
the hope of attracting colonists, but the New Englanders would not 
stir. Finally he induced 1600 people to transfer themselves from 
Nevis. Even of this party, seasoned to the West Indian climate, two- 
thirds perished in the first three months. After these losses the colony 
very slowly attained to prosperity. 

The poor outcome of the Western Design put an end to the Pro- 
tector’s coloidal ambitions. It also involved-him in war with Spain 
.and ultimately in alliance with France. The Spanish w'ar was less 
popular and less profitable than the Dutch. The Spanish fl.eets avoided 
action, and their commerce was conducted principaUy iif"fleutral 
vessels. The war had considerable political results, but its effects on 
English expansion were comparatively slight, and we need therefore 
enter into few details concerning it. At the beginning of 1656 Blake 
^d Edward Montagu sailed too late to intercept a Plate fleet ; but 
in September of the same year Captain Stayner fell upon another 
near Cadiz, capturing half the treasure and sinking the remainder. 
Thirty-eight waggon-loads of silver rolled into the Tower, and the 
amount privately taken by the seamen was more than that received ' 
by the government. Through the winter of 1656-7 Blake mamtained 
the blockade of Cadiz from the now friendly base of Lisbon. In the 
spring he heard that a Plate fleet had made for the Canaries to watch 
for an opportunity of reaching Spain, Sailing in pursuit he fouud the 
treasure ffinded aud out of reach, and the ships anchored imder the 
guns of Santa Cruz. He and Stayner entered the harbour, tilenced 
the forts and destroyed the entire fleet, coming out safely on the turn of 
the tide with less than two hundred killed and wounded. In August 
Blake died as his ship sailed into Plymouth Sound. Meanwhile the 

1 Later, ia 1658 and IQtiU, BtnaU. Suaui^ forces demonstrated off the coast without 
OfflDCt. 
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declaration of "war witli Spain had given the royalists new hope. 
Charles 11. moved into the Spanish Netherlands, where he organized 
Scotti^ and Irish regiments in the hope of using them to regain his 
throne. To Cromwell it was important to engage these royalist forces 
on foreign soil. Partly with this object, and ^partly in furtherance 
of the old scheme of a great northern coalition, he entered into an 
alliance with Cardinal Mazarin to finish the long war on the north- 
east frontier of Prance. Six thousand regular English troops crossed 
the Channel in 1657. In the following summer they assisted the great 
Turemie to defeat the royalist and Spanish army at the Battle of the 
Dunes beneath the walls of Dunkirk. The fall of that port followed 
and, in accordance with the agreement, it remained in English hands. 
Two months afterwards Cromwell died, and his great plan for using it 
as a base from which to dominate northern Europe perished with 
him. The Spanish war, with iia two acquisitions of Dunkirk and 
Jamaica, gained at ruinous cost, has been reckoned the cardinal error 
of his foreign policy. 

j Although the statesmen of the Puritan ascendancy laid the founda- 
',tiona of a comprehensive and successful system of propagating British 
trade and shipping, it does not appear that any notable revival took 
place until after the Restoration. Commerce had suffered considerably 
from the effects of the Gvil War, and the evil plight of the East India 
Company "iad been typical of the fortunes of the other chartered 
corporations. About 1650 there was a real general improvement, 
which the Dutch and Bpanish wars were soon to neutralize. The 
ordinance of that year, prohibiting foreign trade with the rebellious 
colonies, Jiad a larger effect than the more famous measme of 1651.^ 
j'The immense captures of the Dutch war paid some of its cost, but the 
^Spanish war struck a deadly blow at English commerce. The priva- 
teers of Dunkirk and Ostend swept the Channel and the North Sea, 
and unparalleled expenditure on guards and convoys failed to cope 
with the evil. At CromweU’s death the state was practically insolvent, 
trade was dying and the people in great distress.’’ An argument 
based on the increased yield of the customs has pointed to a more 
favourable condition of affairs ; but it neglects to notice that the rates 
had been substantially raised and the methods of collection improved. 
One deduction from contemporary statistics is interesting ; they show 
that over seventy per cent, of the coimtry’s foreign commerce was 
conducted from London. This advance of the capital at the expense 
of the other seaports had been going on progressively from the beginning 
of the Tudor period. 

The rule of Cromwell, and the short-lived experiments which followed 
it imtil 1660 showed that in public opinion at large the pendulum was 
swinging steadily backwards in the direction of monarchy and its 
j accompanying institutions. In common with other democratic ideas, 
the agitation against the chartered companies, very evident during 

^ Bear, Origins, pp. 305*6. f Soott, i. pp. 259-62. 
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tlie Civil War, gradually lost its force. When the Restoration, took 
place there was a general acquiescence in the reconstitution of these 
monopolies, and a recognition of their usefulness to the interests of 
foreign trade. Cromwell, in fact, showed what monarchy might do 
for the nation, and ontlined an imperial policy which bore its chief 
fruit under his successors. 



CHAPTER IX 


the restored STUARTS AND THE SHAPING OF THE 
MERCANTILE SYSTEM, 1660-1688 

“ Xhe uadoubted Interest of England is Trade, since it is that only which can 
make us either Rich or Safe ; for without a powerful Navy we should be a Prey 
to our Neighbours, and without Trade we oould neither have Seamen nor Ships.” 

Lettbb op 1672, 

“ All Colonies and Plantations do endamage their Mother Ningdom, whereof 
the Trades of such Plantations are not confined to their said Mother K^gdom 
by good Laws and severe Execution of those Laws.” 

Sm JosuB Cbxud, 1693. 

Whek Charles II. retoned to England in 1660 he found the inter- 
national position of his kingdom very different from that which it had 
occupied imder his fathei; and his grandfather. It had been the work 
of the Long Parliament and Cromwell to substitute considerations 
bearing upon national power for the dynastic and personal motives 
which Bad swayed the foreign policy of the early Stuarts. Puritan 
: external policy had been two-sided. Besides the conception of a 
great Protestant coalition, which had been peculiar to Cromwell and , 
I had perished with him, it had also promoted the secular aim of com-i 
peting for the first place in the international race for wealth. To be/ 

, a great state, it had argued, England must he a rich state ; wealth,.. 
I was best attainable by success in oceanic commerce, which entailed 
(the possession and exploitation of colbhies ; for the colonial trade a 
Weat mercantile marine was essential, and this in its turn would 
Jdemand the support of and at the same time would infuse life into, 
a great fighting navy ; such a navy could only he maintained by the 
Jwealthy state which its office was to defend. This has been described 
argument in a circle. But the simile creates a false impression. 
The circle was not a closed one ; its diameter expanded with every 
int^ction of the forces revolving in its sweep, until at length it grew 
into the wide base which supported the old empire through the French 
wars of the eighteenth century and provided a foundation of sea- 
power upon which to construct a new empire after the ffisasters of 
. 1776-83. This was the secular gospel which Charles II. and Restoration 
f England received from the Puritaus. They cherished it and improved 
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upon it with as much zest as they displayed in casting away tlie religious 
gospel that aooompamed it. In one aspect therrfore we may regard 
the cynical and businesslike Charles II. as the dutiful heir of the pious 
yet also businesslike? Oliver Cromwell. 

Charles II.’s marrii 9 .ge followed shortly upon his accession. It was 
the first royal marriage deliberately planned to promote national 
rather than d 3 niastic interests. Spain and Prance had concluded 
their long war by the Peace of the Pyrenees in 1659. In this peace 
Portugal was not included. Deserted by her late ally, she was left 
to face the probability of reconquest by Spain in spite of her gallant 
struggle for independence, maintained since 1640. England also had a 
question outstanding with Portugal’s oppressor. The Spanish Nether- 
lands had been Charles II.’s asylum during the later years of his exile, 
and the rulers at Madrid expected him on regaining his throne to restore 
to them Dunkirk and Jamaica. But without hesitation he identified 
himself with Cromwell’s foreign policy, and refused to give up either 
of the Protector’s conquests. His marriage with Catherine of Braganza 
quickly followed. Charles received in Tangier a coveted naval base 
in the Straits of Gibraltar, and in Bombay a new point d’appm from 
which to exploit the trade of the east. To quote his own words: 
“ the principal advantages we propose to ourself by this entire con- 
junction wiHi Portugal are the advancement of the trade of this nation 
and the enlargement of our own territories and dominions.” England 
rendered service for the value reodved. Her auxiliaries helped to 
repel the Spanish invaders, and the independence of Portugal was 
formally acknowledged in 1668. 

A strong element of mutual suspicion, neutralized oi^ by the 
supple and feline personality of Mazarin, had coloured the military 
aHiauce between Cromwell and the French. With its object achieved 
in the fall of Dunkirk and the peace of 1659 that alliance would probably 
have given place to enmity had the Protector lived. Charles himself, 
although in his later years the dependent of Louis XIV., was by no 
means subservient at the outset. The Cromwellian Major Sedgwick 
■ had seized the French settlements in Nova Scotia in 1655, and Charles 
I made no haste to return them upon his accession. His sale of Dunkirk 
* to the French king has been much misrepresented. It was a justifiable 
‘ act of policy, not a betrayal of the nation. Its garrison and defences 
cost £100,000 a year, and in itself it was not worth the price. FurtW, 
its retention would have entailed the abandonment of Tangier, for the 
English government could not afford to maintain two such fortresses. 
Charles saw good reason to prefer Tangier, and George Monck, whose 
honesty is imquestioned, concurred in the decision.^ Already at the 
Eestoration the instinct of the country saw in France a future enemy. 
Charles did not run counter to that instinct until some ten years had 
elapsed and financial entanglements, not all of his own making, drove 

1 Corbett, Englaiid in, <Ae Mediterranean, ii. pp. 12-16 : PolU. Siet. of Mngl. vol. viiL 
by R. Lodge, IWO, p. 23. 
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liim into the secret anti-national intrigues which have brought dis- 
grace upon his name. 

Of more immediate consequence than the ambition of France was 
the attitude of the United Provinces. Thev had recovered with 
astonishing speed from the effects of the Purity war. During the 
later years of the Protectorate they had been' openly provocative, 
although Cromwell’s Protestant bias had rendered him slow to take 
offence. The English alliance with Portugal now infuriated them, for 
'.they regarded themselves ns the natural heirs of the dying Portuguese 
colonial empire. In fact, they had already seized the Portuguese 
stations on the Guinea Coast, from which they sought to monopolize 
the slave trade ; they had gained at one time an extensive grip upon 
Brazil, from which a Portuguese revival had, however, ejected them ; 
and they had almost completed the conquest of Ceylon. The English 
diplomacy of the Restoration was therefore certain to bring about a 
renewed conflict with the Dutch, even had it not embarked upon the 
series of economic measures which we shall presently have to consider. 

Such was the general position of England in the world when Charles 
II. took up the reins of government. At his back he had a public 
opinion which showed that on the question of maritime expansion the 
nation was substantially united. The commercial interest had never 
enjoyed so much weight in politics before, and the landed interest as 
yet saw no reason to disapprove of the commercial policy. The 
amount of capital free for investment had steadily increased since 
the days of the Tudors, § stable government seemed now to have been 
attained, and a spontaneous outburst of national energy, comparable 
to that of the Elizabethans, sought its outlet, as theirs had done, in a 
new series of external adventures. In one direction it manifested itself 
in a revival and increase of the great trading organizations ; in another 
it took the form of the projection of new colonies by men of wealth and 
political influence. Of the leaders of the movement some had been 
royalist exiles, like Jarae.s, Duke of York, Prince Rupert and the Earl of 
Clarendon ; others, like Monk, now Duke of Albemarle, Montagu, now 
Earl of Sandwich, Anthony Ashley Cooper, afterwards Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, and Sir George Downing, were survivors of the Cromwellian 
regime. The success of these latter in their new surroundings slioWtS 
that nationalism had been the essential, Puritanism only an incidental, 
of those who carried out the external policy of the Puritan ascendancy. 

-It will be sufficient in this survey to summarize the history of the 
'trading companies, its detailed treatment being reserved to a later 
chapter. The East India and Muscovy Companies, both moribund 
under the Pi ritans, received new charters and entered upon a fresh 
lease of life. The Duke of York founded the Royal Adventurers to 
Africa in 1662. Ten years afteru-ards this body gave place to the Royal 
African Company, which remained in existence until the abolition of 
the slave trade a century and a lialf later. In 1670 Prince Rupert 
and his associates received a charter as the Hudson’s Bay Company, 

n 
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which continues its career to the present day. The Levant Company 
and the regulated corporations for the various European trades all 
shared to a greater or less extent in the revival of prosperity, nlthough 
as conditions became more settled a growing tendency evinced itself 
to throw the shortej trade routes open to all comers as in modern 
times. The expansion of commerce continued progressively throughout 
the Restoration period, culminatiilg in the decade beginning in 1682, 
a time, curiously enough, when internal political prospects were assum- 
ing a very gloomy aspect. 

The Commonwealth, by the ordinances of 1650 and 1651, had 
- sketched out a maritime policy which, as we have seen, was in itself a 
recapitulation of ideas previously existing in a -vague and imcorrelated 
' condition.^ The foreign wars of 1652-9 have obscured the evidence 
bearing upon the actual utility of the Puritan legislation. All that we 
can say with certainty is that contemporary thought was unanimously 
in favour of its eontmuance|.l> Accordingly the government brought 
t forward a new Navigation .^t in the Parliament of 1660, all the 
measures pa-ssed smce th^xecution of Charles I. having automatically 
lapsed at the Restoration. The new Act declared ® that certain 
European commodities, including aU those of Russia and Turkey, 
must be imported only in English Slips or those of the country of origin. 
iThe remaining European goods, if imported in foreign ships, were 
subject to additional duties. ) Eofeign-caught fish was to pay heavy 
duties, and foreign ships were forbidden to trade between ports on the 
English and Irish coasts. So far as concerned trade with Europe the 
Act of 1660 was thus slightly less stringent than that of 1661. But its 
more important provisions concerned trade with other gontinents. 
From the non-English parts of America, Asia, and Africa' no goods 
might be imported save in English shipping and direct from the place 
of origin or a port near to it. ’When we consider that there was 
ordinarily ho trade in these regions save from places in occupation of 
Europeans, and that the colonial laws of other nations forbade 
access to English shipping, it is evident that this clause virtually 
amounted to prohibition of oceanic trade otherwise than with English 
colonies or possessions. An important exception, however, provided 
that English ships might bring from Spain and Portugal tbe produce of 
bkose countries’ colonies. FinaEy, the trade of English colonies, 
mport a,nd export, might he cariied on only in English' shipping, and 
pertain enumerated colonial products (sugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, 
indigo, ginger and dye-woods) were to be shipped exclusively to England 
or other English colonies. Such colonial wares as were not in the 
erium^ted ust might still be sent direct to foreign countries. For 
the purposes of the Act English shipping included colonial and, at first, 

J Sor au elaboiation of this point see Acts of the Privy Ooumil, Colonial S^es, 
TOl. i. ed. W. L. Grant and Janies Munro, 1908, pp. xxvii-xix. 

» For a Mer analysis see G. L. Beer, The OU Colonial System, New York, 1912, 
TOl. 1. pp, 61-74. 
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Irish ^ vessels, which had to be English, Irish or colonial built, and 
manned by crews at least three-fourths of English, Irish or colonial 
nalionSlity. Scottish ships were not included in the scope of the 
■privileges. The provisions relating to the manning of the ships, and 
I the enumeration of all the more valuable colonial ^oduots, thus rendered 
I the Act of 1660 much more restrLtive upon colonial trade than that of 
u661. The only colonial merclmMis^f first-class importance which 
■ escaped enumeration was the^sh/trom the Newfoundland and New 
^England fisheries. The hej^fictipn of Indian goods to the English 
market was provided fon^pajc from the Act, by the terms of the 
En.st India Company’s QAartdr. 

), Under the. Act of 165® gflods from the continent of Europe might still 
be sent direot^otM^/dolonies, in competition with English manu- 
factures, provimaw)^ went in English bottoms. To put a stop to 
this the SteplKAc^f 1663 prohibited the introduction into English 
colonies oJE^*^d^ot of English origin, imless such goods were first 
brought' to^Sland and then re-shipped to the colonies. England thus 
became the '^staple ” for the supply of non-English wares to her 
possessions. A few exceptions were allowed to the operation of this 
law, the principal being that of salt from southern Europe for the 
Newfoundland and New England fisheries. 

The free intercourse between the several colonies, and b etwe en New 
England (on the score of the fish trade) and the continent’ of Europe, 
led to evasion ‘of" the" enumerating ' cMuses df 'the lBGO Act.' New 
Englanders bought tohasco and sugar m excess of their own colony’s 
needs and shipped the surplus to foreign countries. To render this 
illicit trade unprofitable, the home government passed in 1673 the 
Plantation Duties Act, imposing at the place of lading additional 
duties on all shippers of enumerated goods who could not give security 
that they were taking the goods to England only. 

The above Acts constituted the mercantile code of the Restoration. 
In themselves they appear unjustly restrictive of colonial trade and 
hberties, and have been severely criticized on that account. But it is 
untrue to regard the mother-country as taking all and giving nothing. 
She bore, almost alone, the burden of imperial defence, which included 
not only convoys and military “expeditions in time of war, hut con- 
tinuous and expensive measures against the Barbary pirates in time 
of peace. In this wmy fho tax-;i^yer at home paid heavily for the 
mere existence of {Ee colonies, uhe peopling of the plantations by' 
emigrants from home was also, according to the ideas of the time," an 
economic loss to England, for which she could legitimately seek com- 
pensation. Colonial shipping shared the privil^es accorded to E nglish ‘ 
shipping. And, more important still, althou^ colonial merchamd^ 
was debarred from free vent in the continental markets, it was heavily 
protected in the English market. The Book of Rates, drawn up 
contemporaneously with the Act of 1660, should be read in conjunction 

* A later Act (1671) prohibited sbippiog of enumerated goods to Itdand, 
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with the latter. By assigning arbitrary values for th.e assessment of 
poundage on various classes of goods it gave the colonies an immense 
advantage. Foreign sugar paid nearly three times as much duty as 
colonial sugar ; fordigii tobacco paid exactly three times as much ; 
tiTifl foreign indigo mojce than three times as much. On minor products 
the discrimination was still more marked.’- The result was that the 
enumerated goods had a practical monopoly of the English market. 
Also, in case such goods were re-exported from England, the govern- 
ment remitted one-half, or on tobacco three-quarters, of the duties 
paid at their entry into the country. Thus, by the incidence of these 
duties the home consumer was heavily burdened in the cause of the 
empire as a whole. 

Armed with this code, the statesmen of the Restoration set out to 
make their country rich as the centre of a trading empire. It has been 
charged against them that their system was an unintelligent apphcation 
of crude and child is h maxima by persona who enacted their laws 
without thought, and turned at once to other matters in complete 
heedlessness of the consequences. But this is to make the cavaliers 
of the Restoration responsible for the follies of George III. and his 
friends a century later. The original laws of trade and navigation 
may have been voted by country squires ignorant of their true meaning ; 
but they were certainly drafted and administered by men who were 
deeply versed in the economic doctrine and practice of their time, 
who had good reason drawn from experience for believing in their 
efficacy for the purpose in view, who watched keenly for flaws in their 
operation, and ever kept a sensitive finger upon the pulse of colonial 
opinion. Officials overseas were encouraged to memorialize the 
government, and a host of pamphleteers constantly discussed 'colonial 
policy and ventilated grievances and new opinions. Some of these 
writers were colonists themselves, and many were merchants of ex- 

1 ' perience. Sir George Downing, who seems to have been the originator 
of the enumeration policy and of the Staple Act of 1663, had resided 
in Massachusetts, the West Indies and Ihe United Provinces, was a 
graduate of Harvard, and had gained experience in financial, adminis- 
•trative and diplomatic work under the Protectorate ere he came to 
the task which enabled him to leave his mark upon the history of his 
country. The Earl of Clarendon, again, the chirf minister until 1667, 
was at one with his sovereign in a siucere belief in the value of 
colonization and the patriotic purpose of the legislation for its control. 
•It was after the passing of the Stuarts that the corrupt and tyrannous 
Inspects of the system became apparent, and it is one of the paradoxes 
which arise from a comparison of our political with our external history 
that the last two Stuart kings, whose arbitrary government at home 
brought about the fall of their house, administered the colonies at 
least ,08 justly and as -aympathetically as did the constitutional 
monatohy which succeeded them. 

1 Beer, op. oit. i 133-4. 
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In tlie latter Halt of the seventeenth century opinions concerning 
emigration underwent a complete change as compared with those held 
in the tknes of Elizabeth and James I. The transference of population 
across the Atlantic no longer appeared as a beSheficial easement of 
congestion at home, a view which Hakluyt and his contemporaries 
had put forward as their principal incentive to '^colonization. Public 
opinion now held that England was under-populated, and that emigra- 
tion was a distinct loss to the home country unless the emigrants 
supplied her with commodities which she could nob produce on her own 
soil. Population was now appraised in terms of labour and, to a leas 
extent, of mihtary efficiency. An Englishman going to Massachusetts 
was a unit of wealth and a possible soldier lost to England without 
corresponding gain, since the products of Massachusetts competed 
with those of the English landowner. An Englishman going to 
Barbados, on the other hand, was held to compensate for this loss by 
the fact that ho might there exploit the labour of a dozen negro slaves 
in producing the sugar which could not be grown upon English soil. 
The government therefore did not encourage wholesale and indis- 
criminate emigration from England, although it approved the 
introduction into the colonies of suitable foreigners from the Continent, 
such as the persecuted Huguenots of Erance. Scotsmen and Irishmen 
also, still regarded in some respects as aliens, were given facilities for 
settling in certain of the colonies. Emigration for religious reasons to 
a large extent fell off, the principal exception bemg that of the Quakers 
to the Jerseys and Pennsylvania ; but the original settlers of those 
regions included a fair proportion of foreigners. , 

/ It followed from these considerations that the policy of the time 
concerned itself primarily with developing colonies of the slave-holding, 
plantation type, located in or near the tropics, and producing merchan- 
dise which would supplement rather than compete with that of the 
mother-country. Barbados satisfied these conditions brilliantly, and 
was thus accounted “ the principal pearl in his Majesty’s crown,” 
Much was hoped for from the Leeward Islands, and Jamaica seemed 
to be a potential Barbados, more than twenty times the size of its 
prototype. The proprietors of the Carolinas expected to produce 
there the wines, oils, fruits and silks of Southern Europe, and so to 
render England independent of yob another foreign source of supply. 
Virginia and Maryland received but a qualified favour, for tobacco 
was falling rapidly bi price and becoming a drug in the world’s markets, 
and, moreover, the mercantilists at home could not forgot that the 
western ooimtics of England had proved themselves capable of tobacco- 
growing, and that the industry had been harshly suppressed in the 
interest of the colonists.^ Farther north indeed, the reign of Charles 
II, witnessed the acquisition of New Jersey and New York, which 

i Beer, op. cit i. pp. 138-47. Thece were saiil at nniTtimo to have been fi.OOO tobasoo 
farms in Glouceateishiro and the neighbouring counties. Troops were employed to 
destroy tbo plants, and much rioting took place. 
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certainly did. not come up to the colonial ideals of the time. But 
conq^uexed these districts mainly for reasons of commercial 
strategy, and not because they were desirable in themselver.. The 
presence of Dutch jurisdictions midway between New England and the 
southern plantations ^ rendered impossible the strict enforcement of 
the Navigation Acts. ' New England itself remained the one unvalued 
dominion, a constant political anxiety and a source of weakness to the 
whole colonial system. It is within the truth to say that the Eestora- 
tion statesmen were heartily sorry it had ever come into existence. 
With the exception of furs and a few ships’ masts its exports had no 
value to their economic scheme. Even its fishery employed no English 
seamen, and contributed nothing to the available strength of the navy. 
It afforded a small market for English manufacturers, but it neutralized 
even that benefit by persistent infractions of the Staple Act in the ports 
of southern Europe. Newfoundland, on the other hand, remained 
highly prized. Care was taken to prevent the few settlers from doing 
much &liing, and the hulk of the catch was made by the Eng lish 
we.st-country mariners, who sold their fish in the Mediterranean, and 
returned to England with tlie proceeds, thus meriting the commenda- 
tions of the mercantilists by improving the balance of English trade. 
The general approval of tropical colomes and the disfavour shown to 
those in temperate climates appears in strong contrast to the ideas of 
our own time. The conception of England as a mother of nations was 
non-existent ; the English colonial planter was principally valued as a j 
slave-driver, compelling negroes or white unfortunates to make wealth ' 
for the great maritime state of which the London counting-houses ' 
, formed tte core. 

With the development of the plantation colonies the slav6 trade 
became a matter of vital importance t6’'fh6~empirer''Ih”tlie'*early ' 
years of the seventeenth century negroes had not played any large 
part, the manual labour of the plantations having been performed by 
the original settlers, by indentured servants, who were really slaves 
for a term of years, by transported criminals, and by prisoners of war 
taken principally in Ireland and Scotland in the civil troubles. Before 
1660 Barbados seems to have been the only colony which used negroes 
extensively. After that date it became necessary to look to the supply. 
The Dutch had ousted the Portuguese from the Guinea Coast. Engliab 
Gruinea companies had hitherto been struggling and unsuccessful, 
although they maintained precariously a few African posts; and 
unattached traders, interlopers as they were oommonly called, had 
carded on much of the trade. But slaving itself was a business which 
had changed since the days of Sir John Hawkins. Promiscuous 
kidnapping, such as he had indulged in, no longer yielded sufficient 
xesuli^. Eor a continuous supply it became necessary to buy from 
regular dealers who worked in the interior of Africa, and brought 
their captives down to the European stations on the coast. The 
prosperity of the plantations therefore demanded ah organized trade, 
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and the revived ^ican companies, which we have already noticed, 
were the outcome. Their fortunes were closely bound up with those of 
the plantations, and they formed an essential part of the colonial 
system. The colonists, however, complained lof the Companies’ 
rapacity, Barbados alleging that the price had risen from fl2-£16 
a head under the open trade system to £26-£30 ilnder the monopoly. >• 
An English protest against the slave trade and its methods was 
published anonymously in London in 1684. It was possibly written 
by a Quaker. The Quakers of Pennsylvania certainly protested four 
years later ; but the world at large turned a deaf ear, and it was not 
until well on in the following century that any general sentiment of 
dibhorrence became manifest. 

Sea-power, as we have seen, was at once the object and the 
instrument of the colonial system ; and the growth of the mercantile 
marine was the critical test of that system’s success in the eyes of those 
who devised it. On this head they were justified, for the mercantile 
'• marine unquestionably throve under the laws of trade and navigation. 
Between 1660 and 1688 its total tonnage was approximately doubled. 
Of this increase the West Indian trade accounted for the largest part, 
but that with the American colonies bore its share. In the decade 
1660-1670 the value of the American traffic was one-tenth of the whole 
of our foreign commerce ; at the end of the century the proportion 
had risen to one-seventh ; * and since a ship commonly made but one 
double voyage a year across the Atlantic, whilst to the European 
ports it might make two or three, the above ratios under-represent 
' the impetus given to English shipping. We may emphasize this 
1 point by a quotation from a recognized authority : “ The Navigation 
j Acts havelieen generally condenmed by modern economists as having 
conduced neither to the naval nor commercial greatness of England, 
but this seems a difficult thesis to maintain in face of the well-attested 
fact that the carrying trade of England was, before their enactment, 
Vin the hands of the Dutch, and that afterwards, although not at once 
or at one bound, England became the great carrier of Europe.” ® 

‘ ' Side by side with the colonial and commercial system the Restoration 
rulers created an administrative machine ry to operate it. The close 
of 1660 saw the supersession of Urom^ll’s Colonial Board of forty- 
three members by separate Councils for Trade (November 7) and for 
Foreign Plantations (December 1). These two bodies worked in co-opera- 
tion, twentjr-eight members being common to both. They consisted of 
i\ privy councillors, ex-officials of the colonies, planters, and merchants. 

' Their function was advisory : they heard evidence and made reports 
ifor the guidance of the Privy Council, which took action upon the 
information they supplied. In 1664-5 both these councils expired, 
Iheir work bemg taken over by committees of the Privy Council. A 
few years later the earlier bodies were reviyed, the Council of Trade 

1 Boor, (tip, tit. i. p. 337. “ Beer, op. cU. i. pp. 13-13. 

* H. B. Bgerton, Short History of British Colonial Policy, p. G2. 
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in 1668, and that for Plantations in 1670 ; and in September, 1672, 

I they were fused into one as the Council for Trade and Plantations, 

"j This body, whose members were paid for their services, did mi’ch good 
I'work during its short life, holding regular meetings twice a week, 'I 
j'hearing petitions and complaints, and watching the actual working of 
; legislation. But it Was abolished in 1674, the Privy Council again 
ngRmfniTjg responsibility for its duties. The next year saw the evolution 
^of a more enduring arrangement. The Privy Council Committee 
I dealing with the colonies received a permanent secretary with a proper i 
'clerical staff and facilities for preserving archives ; and, under the 
style of the Lords of Trade, did excellent work for twenty years to 
come.^ It was during this period that the administration of the old 
empire reached its highest pitch of efficiency. The success of the 
Lords of Trade was largely due to the systematic labours of Sir Robert 
Southwell and WilLiam Blathwayt, the first permanent secretaries; 
and it is fair to say that from 1676 the government possessed for the 
first time something approaching to a colonial office in the modern 
sense of the term. 

We may see from the foregoing that in the gmeration which followed 
the foundation of a colonial empire the Enghsh government was . 
making a serious effort to cope wiHi the administrative and economic 
problems to which it gave rise. The colonial system, firmly estabhshed 
for good or iU, represents the constructive achievement of later Jacobean 
statesmanship, which in internal politics has nothing comparable to 
it to show. For purposes of comparison tfee actual working of th4 
system in the various colonies may here he briefly glanced at, although 
it win be more fully treated in subsequent chapters. The matter is 
one upon which varying opinions prevail, the principal (|uestion at 
issue being the extent to which the laws of trade and navigation were 
, really enforced or evaded. Some investigators have held that in 
.most of the colonies they were little better than a farce; others, 
including a recent and weighty authority ® who has thoroughly sifted 
the statistical evidence, conclude that enforcement was the rule and 
Evasion the exception. According to this latter view the administra- 
'rion of the Acts became more efiective as the Restoration period 
iprogressed. 

^ Beer, i. p. 2S8 ; (X M< Andrews, Colonial S^-OovernmeiU, New York, 1804, pp, 
26-30. 

B G* Xi* BgoTi wotlE ciiedt a* panei'al sumiDing-up of the nayigatioix polioy he 
sayRf the actual end attained coincided with the aims of those enq-ct.in g these 
measures.*’ In dealing with each colony separately he comes on the whole to the 
same oonclusionf although admittinjj exceptions. Prof* ISgerton gives the general 
impression that the Acts were effective except in New England. Pr<ff. E. Channing, 
of Ihe United vol. ii., takes the opposed view. He says^ *‘The loose ' 

wording of the navigatimi lawSj and the inefficient machinery that was provided for ^ 
carrying them out, made evasion so easy that thtnr brou^t little revenue to the English 
treasuiy or profits to English merchants.** P, L, Kaye in English Golonidl AdTuini^ i 
strntibn under Clurendon^ Baltimore, 1905, p, 140, gives the close of the Putch war? 
(1674) as the opening date of practical enforcement. 
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Barbadoa continuously and bitterly complained of the working of 
the system. The year 1660 approximately marked the end of a period 
of almost incredible prosperity in the island. The numbers of the 
planters indeed decreased, but the fortunate indi'Wduals who engrossed 
the original small holdings into large estates revelled in an orgy of 
money-maldng which obviously could not last for ever. The Bar- 
badians attributed the decline which then set in to the restriction of ■ 
markets for their exports, but the increasing world-output of sugar, | 
and the consequent fall in price, undoubtedly played a great part. 
There was some evasion of the enumeration regulations in the early 
years, but it ceased after 1681. The ef&cient administration of the 
Leeward Islands began in 1672. The trade laws were enforced and 
gave rise to fewer complaints. The prosperity of the islands steadily 
increased, but their combined wealth remained many times smaller 
than that of Barbados. Jama ica progressed slowly hut steadily, and 
with an almost complete absence of grumbling against the colonial 
system. The operations of the buccaneers diverted its energies from 
industry, and its more rapid growth dates only from 1680, by which 
time buccaneering was on the decline. 

On the mainland the Carolinas, first planted in 1663, grew very 
slowly during the seventeenth century. They failed to answer the 
expectations of their proprietors, and successfully resisted the efforts 
of the home government to enforce the laws of trade. But their 
, relative weight in the empire during this period remained insignificant. 
Virginia and Maryland protested against the enumeration of tobacco. 
As with sugar, the fall in price was severe, but was admitted to be 
principally due to overproduction. Bacon’s xebeUioa in 1676 is now 
recognized to have been due, not to the Navigation Acts, but to local 
political causes. InJ}hese two colonies there was no extensive violation 
of tb fi Acta. The Eobre northerly colonierwere ih'a different'poiltion.i 
They produced no enumerated goods of their own, but violated the Acts , 
by purchase in the tobacco and sugar plantations and re-export to 
Europe. But the total of shipping thus employed, even when the 
illicit trade was most flourishing, bore a small proportion to that' 
legitimately voyaging between England and the sugar and tobacco; 
colonies. The middle states, New York and New Jersey, whilst in 
Dutch hands, undoubtedly]" rendered the navigation system abortive. 
After their conquest in 1664 the abuse diminished, biit seems still to 
have remained considerable. The matter was not firmly taken in 
hand until after the close of the last Dutch war (1674). Even then 
evasion was never completely put doTO. Pennsylvania (founded 
1680-1) did not develop sufficiently during, the, prerrevolfttiom period 
forjts relation to the colonial system to he defined. In New Englandf 
the Navigation Acts long remained a dead-letter, even after the ,pas»n^, 
of the Plantation Duties Act of 1673. But here again the home govom-i 
ment at length bestirred itself, and after a protracted dispute annulled 
the New England charters. ^ Edmund Andros took up the govern- 
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ment of these colonies as a united dominion, in 1686. In his short 
term of office he began to enforce the Acts, but the revolution at home 
in 1688 swept away the basis of Ms power, and left the constitfational 
monarchy to deal with the problem anew. On one point it is necessary 
to be clear. The restriction of enumerated products to the English 
market was the main hause of di^ntent and of such evasion as took 
place. But in Now England and elsewhere there was no word^of 
complaint against the exclusion of foreign shipping from the colonial 
trade. Here colonists and Englishmen were in agreement, for all 
shared in the protection accorded. Whm all has been said, however, 
we must admit that the colonial system m itFactiiar^^Mng 'gave-rise 
to a chronic friction between the effiomsts“ahd‘ the home population, 

I wMch ultimately hore bitter fruit ; .and its final justification must/ 
be that a colonial empire would not have been possible at all under' 
'any other arrangement.^ 

The Dutch recovery after the war of 1662-4, coupled with the vigorous 
colonial policy of the Eestoration, caused the rivalry between the 
■^two nations once more to become acute. The Acts of 1660 and 
1663 had the effect of proMbiting all Dutch trade, import or export, 
with the West Indian and American colonies. In the east the English 
acquisition of Bombay and the emergence of the East India Company 
from its long eclipse revived ancient controversies both in India and 
the islands, the Dutch being especially annoyed by the English alliance 
with Portugal. An English garrison at Tangier threatened their hold 
upon the Mediterranean trade, and the English African Company 
promised to cut short their projected monopoly of the slave supply. 
On the frontier between New Amsterdam andT Coimecticut the coloniste 
of the two nations were face to face ; and in Guiana, wKere Lord 
Willoughby had for some years been developing Ms plantation of 
Surinam, there lay yet another cause of disagreement. Hostilities 
began in two separate regions in 1664, and W'ar was formally declared 
in the foEowing year — the, fiurst .purely colonial war in E-n g liah history. 
■|The French also had interests conflicting with those of ETig1a.Tiri both in 
^orth America and the West Indies, and Louis XIV. joined in on the 
I side of the Dutch in January, 1666. TMs French share in the conflict 
I is ve^ lightly touched upon by Mstorians who concern themselves 
'principally with home affairs, but it had a considerable effect on 
English colonial fortuness. Neither Charles II. nor John de Witt, the 
Grand Pensionn^ of Holland, had any keen personal desire for war, 
but the mercantile interests were too strong for them, and the nations 
as a whole were each equally ready to settle the question of 
supremacy. " What matters tMs or that reason 1 " said Monck. 
“ What we want is more of the trade wMch the Dutch now have.” 
And on the other side a corresponding sentiment prevailed. 

The fighting in English .waters resembled in its general character 
that of the earlier war— terrific combats fought to the bitter end with 

* C£. Cluuming, U. p. 8. ^ 
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alternating sueceas, the stubbornness of the Dutch in battle not giving 
them a sufficient preponderance to neutralize the greater relative 
damage* wrought upon them by the destruction of trade. The con- 
dition and the administration of the English naVy had deteriorated 
since tlie days of Vane and Blake, but not, as the event showed, to 
such a marked extent as the disparagers of the Rfistoration would have 
us believe.^ In 1665 the Dulie of York went to sea as commander-in- 
chief of the English fleet, with Prince Rupert and the Earl of Sandwich 
as his subordinates. The Dutch under Opdam attacked him off 
Lowestoft on June 3, and were defeated with the loss of thirty-two 
ships and six thousand men, of whom two thousand were taken 
prisoners. The English loss was comparatively hght. Sandmch 
then went in search of a great massed convoy of the Dutch East and 
West Indies and Levant trade, homeward bound by the north of 
Scotland route. He found the convoy refuging at Bergen, and attacked 
it in the port without first coming to an arrangement with the Danish 
government for sharing the spoil. The land defences therefore fired 
upon him and he was beaten off, but many of the merchantmen after- 
wards fell into English hands. In 1666 France declared war, and the 
report of a French fleet coming from the west caused the government to 
detach Prince Rupert, leaving Monck in inferior force in the Harrow 
Seas. De Ruyter, now in command of the Dutch, seized the owor- 
tunity. On June 1 he attacked Monck, beginning the celebrated Four 
Days Battle, one of the bloodiest ever fought upon the sea. For two 
days Monck, overmatched, continued the fight unassisted, the fleets 
gradually drifting westwards down the Channel. On the third Rupert 
rejoined, and the struggle ended on June i by both sides being too 
severely damaged to continue. The English lost twenty ships, five 
thousand men killed and two to three thousand prisoners. The Dutch 
lost six or seven ships and two thousand men.® Two months later 
the opponents met with equal forces off the North Foreland, and the 
Enghsh won a complete victory, inflicting a loss of twenty ships and 
seven thousand men with comparatively small casualties on their own 
side. 

Whilst these events had been proceeding, the plague of 1665 and the 
burning of London in the following year had caused severe damage to 
English finances. Bishop Burnet says, “ The plague broke the trade 
of the nation, and swept away about a hundred thousand souls.” 
Charles H., destitute of fund.s, laid up the great ships of the fleet in 
1667, and relied upon commerce destruction and negotiation to finish 
the war. In June de Ruyter raided the Thames estuary, entered the 
Medway, biuned several ships and bombarded Chatham. The material 
damage was considerable, and the loss of prestige by England still 
more important. This event marked the conclusion of hostilities in 
Europe. , 

^ Cf. Cambridge Modem Uislory, veil. v. ch. viii. by J. E. Tanner and C. T, Atkinson. 

* Aiicounts vary greatly as to the losses in this buttle. 
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On the ocean and in the colonies the war had begun a year earlier 
than at home. In 1664 Admiral Robert Holmes, _ who played a notable 
part in commerce-destroying operations in this and the nast war, 
sailed for the G-uinea‘Coast with a force which included two king’s ships, 
He inflicted some damage upon the Dutch trading posts, but after his 
withdrawal de EuytSr appeared with a stronger squadron to make 
reprisals. De Eu 3 rter captured six stations belonging to the African 
Company, and caused enormous loss to its trade. In the same year 
Charles II. granted to Ws brother the Duke of York permission to 
capture New Amsterdam at the mouth of the Hudson, and the coast 
extending thence southward to Delaware Bay and eastward to 
Connecticut. The duke was to hold these territories as a proprietary 
colony. His representative. Colonel Richard Nicolls, carried out the 
conquest with a small force. New Amsterdam surrendered without 
fighting in August 1664, and Delaware in the following October. At 
the end of the year Charles gave orders for the expulsion of the Dutch 
from Tobago, and an expedition from Jamaica reduced the island 
early in 1665. All these hostilities took place prior to the declaration 
of war in Europe. 

Francis, Lord Willoughby, had begun the plantation of Surinam in 
Guiana in 1650. Four years later he obtained a patent of proprietor- 
ship from the Protector, and Charles II. confirmed the grant in 1663. 
At the outbreak of wax the colony had four thousand inhabitants and 
extended for forty leagues along the coast. It was beginning to yield 
crops of good sugar. Early in 1066 Willoughby captured 1ne neigh- 
bouring stations of Paramaribo and Essequibo from the Dutch, and 
Cayenne from the French. Ho had then to return to resist the French 
in the Leeward Islands. As in Guinea, the Dutch delivered a heavy 
counterstroke. Later in 1666 seven Dutch warships with one thousand 
men retook their lost posts and appeared ofi Surinam. William Byam, 
the governor, showed fight, but had finally to surrender. In October, 
1667, Sir John Harman once more captured Surinam for England, but 
the Treaty of Breda at home had already assigned it to the Dutch, and 
it had to be given up.^ In the meantime the French had been actively 
attacking the English Leeward Islands. In April, 1666, they took, 
the Engh^ portion of St, l^tts after heavy fighting accompanied by 
savage atrocities. In November they conquered Antigua and Mont- 
serrat, mining the English plantations by carrying off the negroes to 
their own islands. Lord W’illoughby was drowned in a hurricane at 
the end of the year whilst hurrying to the rescue. His brother William 
took up his command. In May, 1667, Nevis was also in danger, and a 
fleet action lasting four hours took place between Eugliah and French 
in the roadstead. The former, although in inferior force, were successful 
in saving the island. Later in the year William, Lord Willoughby, 
recaptured Antigua and <Mont8enat, and the war closed with the 
French in full possesssion of St. Kitts. 

1 Calendar aj Ctdmial State Papera, America and West Indies, 1661-8, Introduotioii, 
pp. xU-xlii. 



THE RESTORED STUARTS , ^ n 269 

4C-. ^ 

By the Treaty .of Breda, signed on July 21, ?1667, England gave up 
to the Dutch Surinam and the claim to Pulo Run in the east ; and to 
the Erench, Acadia, captured in 1655. The Dutch yielded New 
Amsterdam (New York), New Jersey and the Delaware estuary, thus 
retiring completely from the North American continent. France 
undertook to restore the English portion of St. Hitts, but the arrange- 
ment was only carried out after some delay. ■/ 

One result of the second Dutch war was the beginning of a complete 
revulsion of public opinion in England. Hitherto Englijdi merchants, 
diplomatists and promoters of colonization had regarded the Dutch 
as their natural and principal enemieA This Dutch period had been 
a short one as compared with that of hostility to Spain, although the 
conflicts to which it had given rise had been far more intense. The 
growing military power of France under Louis XIV. now gave cause 
for a new alarm, and within a very short time the French took the 
place of the Dutch as the moat dreaded competitors with England for 
colonial empire and European preponderance. The rapid French 
conquest of the Leeward Islands, and the possibility that Barbados 
might easily have shared their fate, revealed a hitherto unconsidered 
weakness in the English colonial system, to which these possessions 
were valuable out of all proportion to their size.^ In the Spanish 
Netherlands also Louis began to make aggressions at the close of the 
war, with the ultimate aim of gaining control over that remon of Europe 
which the sea powers regarded with the tenderest solicitude. The 
effect was a reconoiliatiop of the former enemies in the Triple Alliance 
of 1668, a pact between England, the United Provinces and Sweden 
to resist the growing ambition of France. 

Up to Ibis point Charles 11. had acted in substantial accordance 
with the interests of his people. From now onwards he adopted a 
secret foreign policy dictated entirely by considerations of internal 
politics. Briefly stated, Ms plan was to make himself absolute and to 
restore the Catholic religion in England with the financial and military 
aid of his cousin the French king. Louis’ price was English co- 
operation in the conquest of the Netherlands. In 1669 the negotiations 
began, and in the following year they issued iu the secret treaty of 
Dover embodying the above terms, of which the clauses relating to the 
Catholic religion remained undisclosed for a century. Charles had 
originally pressed for a share in the American colonies of Spain when 
Louis should have dominated that country, but this claim was not 
recognized in the treaty. The joint onslaught upon the Dutch by 
land and sea was timed for 1672. As a sequel to the real secret treaty 
Charles allowed his Protestant ministers to amuse themselves by 
making a sham treaty, by them believed to be genuine, in whi(^ no 
mention of the religious agreement occurred. 

Under these auspices began the third, Dutch war of 1672. In 

^ Even at the end of the centniy the imports from Boihadoa alone were ten times as 
great in money value os those from the whole of Kew England (Beer, j. pp. 41-2). 
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the previous Deoemher Charles suspended payment of interest on the 
government debts in order to raise money for a rapid equipment of the 
fleet. The Stop of the Exchequer, as it was called, was a short-sighted 
step, having disastrous effects on the credit and trade of the country 
It enabled Sir Robert Holmes to get to sea with a fleet intended to 
capture the Dutch Levant convoy homeward bound with cargoes valued 
at one and a half millions. The stroke, however, failed. Everything 
was done to arouse popular feeling against the Dutch, and two days 
before the declaration of war Charles issued a Declaration of Indulgence 
to Catholics under cover of the general excitement. In May, 1672, 
the Duke of York fought a terrific drawn battle with de Ruyter in 
Southwold Bay. The Earl of Sandwich was kUled, and the French 
squadron, serving as auxiliariea in the English fleet, caused much 
dissatisfaction by holding out of the fight. On land the French armies 
overran the greater part of Holland, and Amsterdam was only saved 
by the flooding of the surrounding country. An angry mob at the 
’.‘Hague murdered John de Witt and his brother on accoimt of their 
1 alleged neglect of the national defence. William III. of Orange, 
i nephew of Charles II., became Stadtholder, and made some headway 
j against the invasion. Protestant suspicions now gathered force 
' against the English king. He bad to withdraw the Declaration of 
Indulgence, and to consent to the anti-Catholio Test Act, which 
deprived the Duke of York of his command. In three naval battles of 
1673 no decisive result could be obtained. The abstention of the 
French was again moat marked, and Rupert declared that he would 
never serve side by side with them again. The impression was general 
that they were deliberately aflowiag the English navy to^ spend its 
strength whilst they themselves gathered experience as spectators. 
At length the popular outcry against the war became irresistiblel 
and forced the king to end it by the Treaty of Westminster in Februaryl 
1674. The Dutch paid an indemnity and restored New York, whicll 
, they had re-occupied in 1673. On the continent the war went on for 
four years more, until a general European coalition forced the Peace 
of Nymwegen on Louis IQV. In the later stages English opinion was 
in favour of joining the Dutch against the French, but Charles avoided 
, compliance by not summonilig parliament. 

From this time until the Revolution of 1688, Charles II. and his 
brother remained largely subject to French influence. The growing 
absolutism of the crown and the consequent resort of its opponents 
to unconstitutional methods produced a reign of terror in England 
In the colonies these political factors did not operate, and the period 
witnessed an expansion of trade and colonial enterprise, its principal 
achievement in the latter being the founding of Pennsylvania by 
William Penn in 1680-2, In New England, however, hy reason of 
reastauce. to the Navigation Acte, there was a suspenmon of ftTriat iin g 
liberties, similar to that in the mother-country. Tbia was promoted 

Scott, op. cit. i, p, 287. 
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by the Duke of York and continued by him when he became king as 
James II. There is no evidence that he intended permanently to 
abolish representative government, and the Nejv Englanders by their 
recalcitrant attitude had given cause sufficient to sting the mildest of 
home governments into asserting its authority.^ Anglo-French 
relations in America followed the sentiments of* the peoples rather than 
of their sovereigns. Bitter conflicts took place in Hudson Bay, and a 
situation verging upon war existed between the authorities at New York 
and at Quebec, each claiming the allegiance of the Iroquois Indians and 
sovereignty over the territory between the upper Hudson River 
and the St. Lawrence. The French menace provided an additional 
motive for consolidating the New England colonies into one dominion. 
During the last years of the Stuarts the navy extended its sphere of 
action and became increasingly an instrument of imperial administra- 
tion. Warships were permanently stationed in colonial waters for the 
purpose of maintaining compliance with the laws of trade. Admiralty 
courts for the trial of delinquent shipping also came into existence in 
the West Indies, although not, prior to 1688, in the continental colonies. 
The possession of Tangier gave England a flrmer hold upon the Barbary 
pirates, but Charles II. abandoned it in 1683 because the expense of 
its upkeep would have rendered necessary an appeal to parliament. 

Although, as compared with other colonial administrations of the 
time, that of the later Stuarts had deserved well of its subjects, the 
latter had lost much of the personal loyalty which they had manifested 
during the misfortunes, of Charles I. In New England, of course, no 
such sentiment was to be looked for, and the inhabitants eagerly 
imprisoned Andros and recognized the new government when news of 
William IIT.’s success came to hand in the spring of 1689. In the other 
colonies the course of events was similar. Carolina, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Peimsylvania, New Jersey and New York made not the slightest 
effective resistance to the revolution which drove James II. from the 
/ English throne, and installed a constitutional monarchy in his place. 

* The editor of the Calendar of Colonial Slate Pajiere, 1077-80 (Hon. J. W. Portegcue) 
expreases a strong opinion on the uniitnesa of soventocnth-ccntury eulunics for unlimited 
aelf-govemment. Colonial cliques, he sa.j's, were barali, opprcaaivc, dishonest and 
prevaricating, and needed a strong band for thsir controL Maryland was the sole 
exception (Introduotion, pp. liv-lviX 



CHAPTEE X 

THE EXTENSION Of ENGLISH COLONIZATION, 1660-1688 

(i) Carnlim 

•'In 1629 CJharles I. had granted to Sir Eobert Heath a patent for plantmg 
the region south of Virginia, and had bestowed upon it the name of 
Oarolana. Heath had been unable to act upon his concession, which 
was considered to have lapsed by the time of the Eestoration. A 
new combination of projectors, eight in number, now came forward, 
and in 1663 secured from Charles II. a patent constituting them Ihe 
joint proprietors of the same coast under the slightly altered name of 
Carolina. These grantees were the Earl of Clarendon, now the chief 
minister of the crown; George Monok,Dnlce of Albemarle; Lords Ashley, 
Craven and Berkeley, Sir George Carteret*. Sir "William Berkeley, 
governor of Virginia, and Sir John Colleton, a planter of Barbados. 
They formed a combination of some wealth and unbounded political 
influence, and thus were able to enter upon their undertaking with 
fairer prospects than previous colonizing bodies had enjoyed. The 
patent granted them the usual proprietary rights, with additional 
provisos that they might allow liberty of conscience and must introduce 
a popular dement into the legislature of their dominions. Later 
grants added the Bahama Islands to the Carolina proprietors, and 
defined their boundaries on the mainland as lat. 36° 30' on the north 
and 29° on the south, with unlimited westward extension. 

The object of the proprietors was no doubt partly to secure profit 
for themselves, but it is unfair to lay too much emphasis upon this as 
has often been done on the assumption that all the courtiers of Charles 
II. were unprincipled sdf-seekers. They must have known that 
plantations had seldom been lucrative to their first founders, and never 
immediately so. Bacon’s dictum was already forty years old that 
" planting of countries is like planting of woods ; for you must make\ 
account to lose almost twenty years’ profit, and expect your reoom- 1 
peuse in the end,”_ When he wrote it he had in mind Ireland and 
Virginia, hut nothing had since occurred to modify his conclusion. 
In Carolina therefore the proprietors hoped to perform patriotio work 
by establishing a colony which should render the empire self-sufficient 
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THE EXTENSION OF ENGLISH COLONIZATION 273 


in certain articles of trade hitherto obtained from foreigners, and had 
they succeeded they would have been honourably entitled to some 
recomuenso for themselves. The products they Ijad in view were silks, j 
wines, fruits and oils ; they had no intention o'f planting tobacco or’ 
sugar and so competing with existing colonies.^ 

Public opinion in England was now unfavourable to any diminution 
of the home population by emigration, and the proprietors therefore 
decided to people their lands as far as possible with surplus inhabitants- 
from the older colonies. BarbadQS_^_this,.time. wasjmdergoing the 
social change which accompanied the establishment of the sugar 
industry" afid resulted in the formation of large estates to the extinction 
of numerous smaller ones. Many Barbadians were therefore ready to 
try their fortunes in a new settlement. Virginia had a floating popula- 
tion of the poorer sort, ex-indentured servants, who could find no 
..place between the aristocratic and servile strata of her society. New 
Englanders also were usually willing to emigrate afresh to lands which 
offered good prospects of success'.' It was principally from these ele- 
ments t^at the Carolina settlements came to be forine'dr A minority 
of the original colonists came direct from Europe, and these included 
persecuted Huguenots and S^tch-Preshyteriaiw, leaving the English 
residue very small in proportion. The colonization of Carolina was 
therefore ia accordance with the general Eestoration policy which 
laid it down that the mother-country could ill spare desirable citizens ' 
of her own. 

Although intended t 0 (,form one homogeneous colony, the Carolina 
plantations fell from the outset into two distinct groups separated by 
many leagues of unoccupied territory. North Carolina, the first to be 
settled, sprang in its turn from two nuclei, one composed of a body of 
New Englanders occupying a post in the vicinity of Cape Fear, the 
other of Virginians who migrated in 1663 to the Albemarle or Chowan 
River. The Cape Fear settlement seems to have been independent 
of, and of prior date to, the Carolina grant. Its members finally 
dispersed and some were absorbed by the more permanent Albemarle 
River community, which thus became the colony of North Carolina.® 
The history of the latter ran quite apart from that of South Carolina, 
and it will therefore be conveniehtlb foHtiw it first through' the period 
ending in 1688. 

Seeing that the built of the inhabitants were Virginians, the pro- 
prietors requested Sir William Berkeley to send them a governor from 
,/that colony. In 1663 he appointed William Drummond to the office. 
Only a meagre record of the early transactions of the settlement has 
been preserved, from which it appears that in ,1667 a constitutional ; 
government was established. Each of the eight proprietoia appointed ^ 
a deputy, and these sat in a single chamber with sixteen representatives j 
elected by the colonists. Among the earliest enactments of this ‘ 

^ Beer, op. oil. ii. 178-0. 

» Doyle, Virginia, Carolina, ete., pp. 441-3 ; Ohanning, ii. pp. 13-14. 
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assembly were one exempting tbe settlers from all taxation for the 
first year, another debarring any proceedings against them for debts'' 
contracted ont of the colony, and a third constituting a simple declara- 
tion of consent a Valid marriage, if performed in presence^ of the 
governor. Such easy-going laws led the outside world to look un- 
favourably upon the« North Carolinians, an impression which their 
subsequent record confirmed. Albemarle Sound in fact long remained 
a refuge for broken men and bad characters who had made the 
neighbouring colonies too hot to hold them. 

None of the staple industries projected by the proprietors took root. 
The principal occupations were the raising of food-stuffis and the 
carrying on of an illicit trade in contravention of the Navigation Acts. 
For this the coast was peculiarly suitable. Its broken outhnes and 
shallow waters, giving an advantage to those possessed of local know- 
ledge, precluded effective supervision from without. Small craft 
brought cargoes from the sugar and tobacco colonies, and transhipped 
them to New England vessels which carried the goods to the continent 
of Europe. Privateers and even pirates formd an imdistiurbed haven 
on the Carolina coast, and amid the general lawlessness rights of 
the proprietors remained a dead-letter. In 1676 the scand^ had grown 
to such dimensions that the proprietors determined to take it in hand. 
They sent out strict instructions for the enforcement of the laws, 
with the result that an insurrection broke out two years later. The 
rebels imprisoned the deputy-governor and his ofBLcials, and summoned 
an assembly which coolly passed an Act. of Oblivion for the offences 
of its constituents. They then moderated tlieir tone, arid sent mildly 
worded messages to England. In the end they carried their point, 
mainly owing to the isolation of their position, and matters went on 
as before. Seth Sothel, a new governor, appointed by the proprietors 
in the hope of reducing the colony to order, fell into the hands of 
\ Barbary pirates on his outward voyage. When he recovered his 
I liberty and took up his office he used it for his own ends dtuing seven 
more years of virtual anarchy, and was finally banished by the cglonists 
in 1688. The little band of advanced individualists who peopled 
North Carolina proved, in fact, uncontrollable from home throughout 
the Restoration period. o 

South Carolina, of somewhat later origin than its northern neighbour, 
was that part of their province i^on which the proprietors lavished 
their greatest pains and expenditure. It received no permanent 
settlers unti^lCTO, bnt from. 1666 onwards exploring eicpeditions' were 
active in ' reconnoitring its coast. Before we consider the actual 
J plantation, however, the governmental plans of the proprietors demand 
I some attention. The Commonwealth period in England had given 
' rise to much abstract political specumtion and drafting of paper 
constitutions. Some of jibe philosophers in this field had indeed 
found opportimity to put their scuemes into practice, as in the 
Instrument ®f Government, and the impermanence of such institutions 
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did not deter their successors of the Restoration from similar exercises 
when the country began to acquire new colonies. The two outstanding 
examplei of this tj^pe are the Fundamental Consijitutions of Carolina 
drawn up by John Locke and Lord Ashley (Shaftesbury) and the Frame 
of Government devised by William Penn for Pennsylvania. Although 
neither was ever put into practice they have an Interest os indicating 
the current ideals of colonial management. 

Locke, whose connection with Carolina arose from the fact that he 
was Ashley’s secretary, devised his Fundamental Constitutions iaJ.G67. 
They contemplated the settlement of the province by coimties, each 
containing eight seignories, eight baronies and twenty-four colonies 
of 12,000 acres apiece. The seignories were to be reserved to the eight 
proprietors, the baronies to a colonial nobility bearing- -the titles of 
caciques and landgraves, and the colonies to the inferior settlers. 
Each of the proprietors was to fill some principal office of state such as 
chancellor, chief justice or admiral. The parliament was to consist 
of the proprietors, the nobility, and representatives of the freemen, 
sitting all m one chamber, although any order might meet separately 
and veto any proposed legislation. Slavery, both of negroes and 
white men, was recognized, the white servant or " leet-man ” not 
obtaining his liberty after a term of years as in Virginia. Locke 
included other original and interesting ideas in his scheme.^ When 
it first saw the light the colony was yet to be made, and the proprietors, 
as practical men, waited until it should attain a respectable population 
before introducing so complicated a system in its entirety. In the 
meanwhile the settlers evolved other and simpler institutions of their 
own, and rq,sisted, persistently and successfully, all attempts to enforce 
the ready-made product of the philosopher’s brain.® As wiE be shown, 
Penn’s Frame of Government suffered a like fate for the same reason. 

South Carolina began with the settlement of a group of Barbadians 
near Cape Fear. This failed to take permanent root, and the enter- 
prise was apparently discontinued by the time the main expedition 
sailed from England in 16G9. In that year the proprietors despatched 
three ships which went by way of the West Indies and picked up re- 
cruits at Barbados and Bermuda. Various misfortunes delayed the 
voyage, and the emigrants did not land iif Carolina until April, 1670. 
They chose a site which they named Charlestown on the harbour of 
that name, although not on the spot occupied by the present Charleston. 
In 1671 a fre^ contingent arrived from New York. Possibly owing 
to the diverse origins of the settlera there was much dissension in the 
early years, although the record of the community does not approach 
the disorderliness of North Carolina. 

The policy of the proprietors was to concentrate the colonists as 
closely as possible in the neighbourhood of the chief town. They 
granted no lands more than sixty miles from- it, and compelled every 

1 For a fuller analysis see Doylo, ap, eil, pp. 440-50. 

* Osgood, op. eil. ii. p. 211. 
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sc^uatter to build a town bouse. In 1672 Charlestown had 400 inhabi* 
lants. Progress continued to be slow for some years, but in 1680 a 
renewed outburst o^, activity resulted in the removal of Charle&town to 
its present site. At the same time Huguenots began to arrive, being 
especially favoured by the proprietors as likely to establish a silk 
industry. The hope, "however, proved illusory. Scottish exiles followed 
the Huguenots, and formed a separate township of their own, for 
which they were regarded with some jealousy by their neighbours. 
Their undertaking failed to flourish, and after a few years the remnants 
of the Scots were massacred by the Spaniards of Florida. 

As in North Carolina, the chief indostries were the growth of food- 
stuffs for export to the West Indies, and the infringement of the 
Navigation Acts. The colony was peculiar in its extensive enslave- 
ment of the Indians. This took place contrary to the proprietors’ 
orders, and produced a chronic state of warfare. By the end of the 
century a q^uarter of the entire number of slaves were Indians. On 
the whole the colony proved a disappointment to its founders. They 
expended over £17,000 ^ upon it with practically no return, their only 
source of revenue being the quit-rents which were seldom paid. Even 
from the larger point of view, of national rather than personal gain, 
they had apparently failed. But in this the event justified them, 
for in the eighteenth century Carolina found its necessary staple 
industry, and took its place with a bound among the richest of the 
plantation colonies. In 1700 the population was about 8000, of whom 
5000 were in the southern settlement. 


(ii) New York and New Jersey 

The Dutch colony of New Netherland had been planted by the 
Dutch 'West India Company a few years after the discovery of the 
Hudson River. In 1660 it consisted of settiements in the vaUey of 
that river extending as far inland as Rensselaerswyk (Albany) ; of 
others stretching along the coast eastwards until they came in contact 
with the ever expanding claims of Connecticut; of a considerable 
occupation of Long Island, the eastern end of which had also been 
invaded by New Englanders since 1640; and finally, of a south- 
westward extension through what is now the state of New Jersey to 
the banks of the DdawaraJBiyer, where the Dut^HaJm leBb overrun 
and subdued -a-struggling SwedisC caljQny. .planted somiTweBff "years 
earlier. The government of all these widespread territories centred 
in fort of New Amsterdam at the mouth of the Hudson. New 
Netherland differed from New England in that it was a collection of 
trading posts rather than a true colony. Its inhabitants had little of 
that ooiporate consciousness' and political independence, which dis- 
tinguished their neighboTors ; their numbers were scanty in proportion 
to the extent of them territory, and they submitted apathelioally to 
1 Beer, u. p. 187 ; Channing, ii. p. 20, says £0000. | | j 
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the somewhat anprogressive rule of the company which benefited by 
their industry. 

England had for many years cast a jealous eye upon the Dutch 
coastline which interposed between her northern and southern groups 
of colonies. From the outset the English had viewed the Dutch as 
interlopers without any title to settle upon the’ American continent. 
The vaguely recorded voyages of the Cabots and the Virginia charters 
of James I. gave ground for denying the rights of all other nations. 
But claims based upon prior discovery were not honestly looked upon 
as conclusive, even in that age. All governments advanced and 
discarded them as occasion demanded, and the English themselves 
had expressly denounced them in their dealings with Spain and Portugal. 
The true title to possession was effective and unopposed occupation, 
and here the Dutch position would have been unassailable if only they 
had sent out sufficient emigrants to exploit their soil to its full advant-^ 
age. This they never did, and the enterprising New Englanders by! 
sheer force of economic pressirre extended westwards into the region' 
between the Connecticut and Hudson Rivers, and also became an 
increasing factor in the colonization of Long Island. In the latter, 
according to an English account, there were in 1663 some 1900 
inhabitants, of whom about 600 were English. This penetration of , 
the Dulch territories was in the main peaceful. Tra^g interests 
rendered Boston and New Amsterdam dependent upon one another, 
and Peter Stuyvesant, governor of the Dutch colony from 1647 onwards, 
maintained friendly relatiqps with the rulers of Massachusetts. English- 
men even held official positions in the administration of New^ 
Netherland.i- 

This trade connection, so convenient to the New Englanders, was an 
offence in the eyes of the English government. In 1663, during the 
first Dutch war, Cromwell had despatched Major Robert Sedgwick 
to conquer the Dutch colony. Sedgwick intended to invade by land 
from New England, but the obstacles raised by the Boston authorities 
delayed his advance until with the peace of 1654 the opportunity 
passed away.v/The reconstructed colonial system of the Restoration 
again made the question an urgent one. Coasting vessels poiued the 
enumerated commodities into New Amsterdam, and carried thence 
European goods which had not passed through English ports. English 
customs officers estimated the loss to the revenue at £10,000 a year, 
and the illicit trade was certain to increase if not checked. A Dutch 
entrepot, in fact, existing in the midst of the English colonies rendered 
the laws of trade imwoncable. Massachusetts, whose port of Boston 
owned the greatest tonnage of colonial shipping, was the principal 
gainer. It was already showing dangerous symptoms of political 
independence. The home policy became accordingly that of raising 
Connecticut as a counterpoise,® fostering that colony’s loyalty by a 

^ Doyle, Middle Colonies, London, 1007, p. 102. 

* Doyle, op. eit pp. 110.1L 
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new and favourable charter. Here was yet another incentive to a 
stroke at New Netherland, from whose conquest the Connecticut 
TTip p would obtain territorial secmlty, whilst their trading interests 
were small compared with those of Massachusetts. The larger 
significance of the Hudson Eiver basin — ^its military value as afiectiug 
the French possessions in Canada — does not seem as yet to have 
dawned upon the English government. 

The Duke of York, as brother of Charles II., was well fitted by his 
position to take the lead in all matters of trade and colonization which 
it was convenient for the crown to delegate to a powerful subject. 
He conducted such affairs with conspicuous energy throughout the 
reign, and were it not that his unhappy performance as king after 
Charles’ death has overshadowed his colonial record, he would probably 
have lived in English history as a successful naval and imperial 
administrator.^ Of him more than any of the Stuarts is it true that 
the external iutereats of the country brought out the best, as internal 
pohtics brought out the worst, in his character ; and it is fair to re- 
member that he was an admiral, colonial proprietor, and patron of 
commerce for twenty-five years, while his career as sovereign endured 
for but three years in the decline of Ms powers. 

On March 12, 1664, Charles issued letters patent to the duke creating 
' him proprietor of a stretch of territory north of New England reaching 
, • from the St. Croix Eiver to the Kennebec, of all islands on the southern 
New England coast, and of the mainland from the Connecticut border 
to the Delaware estuary. The latter territory-, of course, was coincident 
with the Dutch colonies, and the new grantee had immediately to put 
in hand preparations for converting his claim into a reality. He 
appointed Colonel Eiphard Nicolls as his deputy-governor, and 
equipped him for the enterprise with three waisMps, a transport, 
460 soldiers, and £4000 in money. The close connection of the 
expedition with the whole system of colonial poUcy appears in the 
fact that Nicolls was simultaneously placed at the head of a royal 
commission to enquire into the affairs of New England. The under- 
taking was on act of military aggression, based upon expediency, 
and as such has been denounced by a foreign critic as “ an unprincipled 
series of secret actions against a friendly nation.” Had it occurred 
in the nineteenth century no such condemnation would have been 
too stioug. But in the seventeenth the dividing line between mercan- 
tile and ruihtaiy warfare beyond the seas of Europe scarcely existed^ 
The Dutch, in 1664 were not a friendly nation as the words' were 
understood at the tune, and had g^ven ground for reprisal by; their 
encouragement upon the very scene of action of English subjects who' 
were breaking their country’s laws. Their unscrupulous doings in. 
the East Indies and on the African coast were fresh in living memory. 

^ On this heed the convergent testimony of independent inyestigatoiB is striking ; 
Bi'c pai ticularly. Admiral Maihan, Influence of Sea Power upon Eistory, pp. 174-6 s and 
Hon. J. W. Portescue, Calendar of Got Slate Papers, 1685-8, p. xzxvL 
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Colonel NiooUs ■with his armament sailed from Portsmouth in 
May, 1664, and arrived at Boston at the end of July. Remembering 
the delays which had frustrated Sedgwick’s piirflose, he relied princi- 
pally upon his own force, and resum^ his voyage to New Nctherland 
after a very short stay in Massachusetts. That colony collected some 
troops which were too late to take part in the Sivasion ; Connecticut, 
more enthusiastic, furnished a contingent in time, under the leadership 
of the yoimger John Winthrop. Peter Stuyvesant had received 
notice of what was impending, and had exerted himself to make 
preparations for defence. But the We.st India Company had neglected 
the fortifications of New Amsterdam, the inhabitants were apathetic, 
and no serious resistance was possible. Nicolls appeared off Coney 
Island on August 18. He offered reasonable conditions — including 
one, continuance of trade with Holland, wliich it was not in his power 
to grant — and after protracting the negotiation in a desperate hope 
of relief Stuyvesant was forced by his own people to submit. On 
August 29 New Amsterdam surrendered without a shot having been 
fired. Nicolls detached Sir Robert Carr to take possession of the 
Delaware settlements, which was accomplished in October with some 
unnecessary plundering and bloodshed. 

Thus at length the whole coast from Maine to Carolina was in English 
hands. To ihe captors the principal value of the conquest seemed 
to lie in its roundi^-oS of the fiscal system of their empire. On the 
continent of Europe little interest was expressed, even the Dutch 
making small effort tQ secure restitution. They had indeed lost 
little, for their feeble colony was indefensible at any time against its 
powerful neighbours in New England ; and at the Peace of Breda they 
obtained condensation elsewhere. The true losers were the French 
in Canada. They realized, as their superiors at home did not, that 
the Hudson basin was the key to North America. In a roadless country 
waterways were of priceless military and commercial worth. The 
navigable channel of the Hudson extended far inland from the Atlantic 
coast until it reached a point separated by a short march from the 
southern end of Lake Champlain, whilst its affluent the Mohawk 
stretched westwards towards the Great Lakes. Champlain in its 
turn issued northwards in the navigible Rivet Richelieu, which 
entered the St. Lawrence between Quebec and Montreal. The Hudson 
therefore, in French hands, would have severed New England from the 
south and west and stifled its future development, at the same time 
giving Canada an ice-free access to the Atlantic. In English hands 
it threatened the existence of French power on the St. Lawrence. To 
adapt a well-known phrase, New Amsterdam under the English flag ! 
was a pistol pointed at the heart of Canada. The French Canadians 
were quick to perceive what damage had been 'wrought to their interests, i 
** The King of England,” said one when he heard the news, “ doth 
grasp at aU America.” When the negotiations at Breda were in 
progress. Talon, the Intendant at Quebec, wrote home to urge that 
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France must Ijefore all things insist on the restitution of JTew Neiherland 
to the Dutch, and that the French king must then purchase it himself.i 
But his -warning bore no fruit and the English retained their^ prize, 
scarcely themselves aware of its full value. 

In June, 1664, while Nicolls was still crossing the Atla,ntio, the 
Duke of York had made over part of his prospective acquisition to 
two of his friends. Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret. In com- 
j memoration of the latter’s heroic defence of Jersey in the Cml War 
this territory received the name of New Jersey. It consisted of the 
coastal strip between the Hudson and the Delaware, not including, 
however, the ex-Swedish settlements to the southward of the latter 
estuary. These, as a province, assumed the name of Delaware, and 
remained attached to the duke’s government. New Jersey was 
sparsely inhabited by Dutch and Swedish settlers ; Nicolls considered 
it the best component of the conquest and was proportionately annoyed 
at his master’s easiness in parting with it. 

Nicolls himself ruled tactfully and weU. He renamed the principal 
places in the Hudson region. New Amsterdam becoming New York and 
Rensselaerswyk, Albany. He preserved Dutch institutions for a 
year, until English officials were equipped to take over the administra- 
tion. The Dutch displayed no grief at their change of rulers, Stuyve- 
sant himself setting the example by taking the oath of allegiance. 
Nicolls was not empowered to set up representative government, a 
thing much desired by the New England men in Long Island, but he 
introduced there a code of laws with a New^ England flavour — sub- 
sequently known as the Duke’s Laws — ^together with trial by jury and 
freedom of conscience and worship. By 1673 this system extended 
to the whole province of New York. Before that date Nicolls had 
left America, to be killed on the deck of the duke’s flagship in the 
opening battle of the third Dutch war. That war entailed a temporary 
loss of New York. In 1673 a Dutch fleet of twenty-three ships con- 
veying 1200 soldiers raided the Chesapeake. Its commander, Gomehus 
Evertsen, heard that New York was in no condition for defence, and 
sailed northwards to capture it, although the undertaking had appar- 
ently not formed part of the original plan of his expedition. Colonel 
Francis Lovelace, NicoUs’s 'successor, was absent in Connecticut, 
land New York surrendered after a feeble resistance. I-ts fall involved 
Athat of New Jersey and Delaware, but aU were restored to England 
',|by the Treaty of Westminster early in 1674. 

a It is from -this date -that the real development of New York as a 
member of the colonial empire begins. The duke sent out Sir Edmund 
Andros (apparently pronotmeed Andrews) to take over the government. 
He was "a 'man of much force of character but somewhat lacing in 
tact and imagination. He conceived his whole duty to be the mainten- 
ance of his mas-ter’s interesjts, which he in-terpreted in a narrower spirit 
than did the duke hims elf. Hia rule is -therefore marked by disputes 

^ Doyle, op, e«f. p. 161 . 
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with the neighbouring colonies on questions of jurisdiction and 
boundaries. The Dutch reconquest had invalidated the former 
constitu;^ional arrangements and rendered necessary fresh proprietary 
grants by the king and his brother. The English in Long Island had ■ 
hopes of being taken within the government of Connecticut, but this , 
was not allowed, neither was countenance given to their aspirations : 
after self-government. Andros conducted the administration with , 
the aid of a coimcil of ten and the laws and revenue os arranged by ' 
Nicolls. Towards the end of his tenure of office the increasing string- 
ency of the navigation system gave rise to some friction. In 1680 
the duke recalled him, and two years later appointed Colonel Thomas 
Dongan to his place. Dongan was a man of large ^ews, and an 
admirable governor. He came also armed with permission to establish 
representative government. The first assembly met in 1683 and passed ’ 
a law known as the Charter of Liberties, settling the future details of 
the constitution. Dongan also realized the strategic value of the 
Hudson and the probability of a struggle with the French in Canada 
at some future date. He therefore entered into an alliance with the 
Iroquoia> .tribea inhabiting the wooded country between the English 
and French colonies. He took these Indians under the duke’s pro- 
tection and interfered to save them from French aggression. The^ 
situation in North America, even before the fall of the Stuarts, was 
becoming a very sore point between England and France, in spite of 
the dependence of Charles II. and his brother upon Louis XIV. In 
1686 the two governments signed a treaty intended to settle the 
I difficulty, but it had li?tle effect upon their respective colonists. 

|j Dongan was recalled in 1688, a few months before the overthrow ofL 
James H. 'Andros again took over the government of New York in! 
|l conjunction with that of New England, but the story of his faff will/ ' 
•j be more conveniently considered in deaffng with the latter region. v . 
' The history of New Jersey from its conquest to the Revolution W 1 
confused and fragmentary. Such as it is, it provides an illustration 
of the abuses of the proprietary system in cases where proprietary 
rights were easily affenable and could be sold like merchandise in the 
market. In 1664, os we have seen, the, Duke of York granted the 
...province to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, the former interest- 
ing himself mainly in the southern part toAvards the DelaAvare, commonly 
known as West Jersey, and thqla,tter in East Jersey, the portioH nearer 
to the Hudsbm ^lie two proprietors at first worked in concert and 
Airith some energy, advertising the advantages of the region, and, 
attracting settlers from New and Old England by promises of constL 
tutional government and religious liberty. The first New Jersey!' 
assembly met in 1668 and displayed an independence of temper wluchf 1 
involved the colony in a contest vrith its proprietors. i 

Scarcely had this been settled when the Dutch reconquest of 1673 
invsdidated the patents and threw all into the melting-pot. The 
Quakers in England were at this time seeking for some place of refuge 
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overseas, and before the Treaty of Westminster had determined tie 
ultimate restitution of the middle colonies two of their leaders. Join 
Fenwick and Edward Bylling, bought Lord Berkeley’s rigl),ts as a 
speculation for £1000. After the peace of 1674: the Duke of York 
received a new patent for the entire territories of New York, New 
Jersey and Delaware,"and Andros, as has been related, went out as his 
deputy. Andros refused to recognize the sale to the Quakers, and 
immediately asserted his jurisdiction over West Jersey, where Fenwick 
was trying to organize a Quaker state. Quaker settlers continued to 
arrive, but the conflict of authority necessarily retarded the develop- 
ment of the colony. In the meantime William Penn and others wei'e 
negotiating with Sir George Carteret and his brother for the settlement 
of their co-religionists in East Jersey. The Quakers already had a 
footing there when Andros claimed and asserted jurisdiction in 1679. 
The aggrieved parties complained to the duke, who listened favourably 
..and recognized their rights. In 1681-2, after the death of Carteret, 
iWilham Penn and the Quaker syndicate bought out his heirs and 
Imited the Jersies under their rule. This arrangement also obtained 
the countenance of the duke, who seems to have been, at least in the 
colonies, a genuine supporter of religious toleration. He expressly 
instructed Dongan not to meddle with New Jersey. The life of the 
province continued peacefully until 1688, when its independence fell 
a victim to the large scheme of consolidation entered upon for the 
better enforcement of the laws of trade. New Jersey surrendered, 
along with New York, to the government of..Andros, and so remained 
for the few months which elapsed before the overthrow of Stuart rule. 
The general result of the colony’s vicissitudes had been to limit the 
powers of any corporate authority and to split up the popiBation into 
small autonomous communities. Residents gave a very favourable 
account of the climate and the soil, hut the colony remained unimpor- 
tant in its relation to the general frame of the empire. 


(iii) Femisyhanm 

(M all the colonial proprietors of the seventeenth century William 
P|^ has aroused the greatest interest, possibly because his true char- 
acter remaims sometliing of a riddle to posterity. The son of Admiral 
Penn, who had shared the command of Cromwell’s West Indian 
expedition, he had early in life adopted the religious tenets of the 
Quakers. To his principles he always remained faithful, although 
in his business career he sometimes allowed himself a latitude which 
is surprising in a member of a sect strict to the point of eccentricity, 
Examples of this apparent inconsistency are to be found in his close 
relations with the worldly court of Charles II. and his genuine friendship, 
with the Catholic Duke,, of York. Some have ascribed it to mere 
time-serving and opportunism, but perhaps the most convincing 
explanation is that Penn was so broad in his tolerance as to be quite 
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indifierent to dogma, and to condone in his friends conduct which he 
would not have permitted to himself.^ 

At tlj^e time of the admiraTs death Charles II. owed him the sum of 
£16,000. William Penn, who had already interested himself in settling 
his persecuted sect in New Jersey, conceived the idea of commuting 
the royal debt for a grant of unoccupied land to the we.stward of that 
province. Charles acceded to his rcipiest, and in March, 1681, issued ■ 
letters patent creating Penn proprietor of a new colony to be called 
Pennsylvania. Its boundaries marked a now phase in American settle- 
ment since they enclosed an inland area with no coastline, access to the 1 
Atlantic being gained by the Delaware Eiver. That waterway was to 
form its eastern frontier, latitude 43° its northern, and a meridian 
6° west of the Delaware its western limit, the latter running through 
unexplored country. On the south the definition was less satisfactory, 
a belt of land fifteen nules wide running westwards from Newcastle 
on the Delaware remaining in dispute with Maryland for the greater 
part of a century.® The Duke of York, more complaisant than Lord 
Baltimore, resigned any claims he might possess to lands west of the 
Delaware. The charter expressly provided for the enforcement of the 
Navigation Acts, for representative government, and for religious 
toleration. Penn himself lost no time in circulating a prospectus of 
his colony not only in the British Isles but also on the continent of 
Europe. He declared his intention of treating the Indians as equal 
before the law with white men, of making provision for highways in 
the distribution of lan4^, of limiting the size of estates, preserving 
some part of the forests, and building a well-planned capital city. 
In his appeal to foreign emigrants we see the reflection of current 
views on conservation of the home population. Although he intended 
primarily to provide a refuge for oppressed Quakers he recognized 
that they alone would not be sufficiently numerous to fill his colony. 
This practical tolerance is in sharp contrast with the policy pursued 
by the founders of Massachusetts. 

The west bank of the Delaware had already a few Swedish, Dutch)' 
and Eu g liab inhabitants. The first contingent to go out from England) 
sailed in October, 1681, under the command erf William Markham,,’ 
Penn’s deputy-governor. The propriefcsr himself crossed' wfEE 
larger body, including 400 Welsh families, in 1682. English, Irish, 
V7elsh and Germans continued to emigrate to the colony in the| 
succeeding years. 

Before going to the scene of his venture Penn drew up his Frame of 
Government. According to this constitution the proprietor and a 
council o f sevent y-two members, elected by the neemen, _were to 
draft the laws, which were thai to be submitteil to an assembly of 200. 
The latter body, however, had merely the right to confirm or reject 
the council’s proposals, but not to discuss oj amend them. One-third 

^ Doyle, Middle Colonies, pp. 480-4. 

I final Ixniadaiy of Pemuylrania, aad Maryland waa nut laid down until 1767. 
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of the council were to retire annually. The freemen included all land- 
owners and taxpayers. Penn made not the least attempt to put his 
constitution into practice. Probably he saw that the new conynnuity 
was not ripe for it. Tn the meantime various legislative experiments 
were tried, that of 1683 consisting of a council of eighteen and an 
assembly of thirty-six •members. The colonists showed no enthusiasm 
for the Frame of Government. 

Penn remained in America for two years, supervising the early work 
of the settlement, and particularly that of founding Philadelphia. 
The most memorable transaction of his personal government was his 
solemn compact with the Indian chiefs, wherein he guaranteed their 
rights and fixed the payments to be made for their lands. Although 
the intrusion of white men could not but be detrimental to the Indians’ 
welfare, it was managed as humanely as possible. In 1688 the tact 
and firmness of the Pennsylvanian magistrates averted a threatened 
Indian rising. Pour years before that date the state of affairs in 
England had compelled the proprietor to return. His dispute with 
Lord Baltimore was about to be heard before the Lords of Trade. 
The bitter persecution of the English Quakers in the last years of Charles 
n. also callad for his personal intervention. When the Duke of 
York ascended the throne in 1685, Penn was instrumental in securing 
the release of 1200 of his imprisoned co-religionists. After Penn’s 
departure his colony made rapid material progress, although politically 
' its record was unhappy. There was little of that early period of suffer- 
V ing experienced by most of the older plantations. By 1686 Philadelphia 
\had over 360 houses, and within ten years of the foundation Penn- 
isylvania was exporting foodstuffs to the West Indies. But the success 
jwas clouded by perpetual discord in matters of govemmefft. Lofty 
’ideals and material considerations proved to be incompatible. In 
Vain Penn attempted to atUl the clamour. “Eor the love of God, 
me, and the poor country,” he wrote, "be not so governmentish, 
so noisy, and open in your (hssatisfactions.” His colonists disregarded 
his precepts, and certainly forgot the considerable gratitude which 
they owed to him. Pennsylvania was the only one of the middle and 
northern colonies whi^h preserved its charter in the general consolida- 
tion of 1686-8. Its escape WJ3S probably due to the personal friendship 
between its proprietor and James II. After the latter’s fall, Penn, 
finding that this friendship endangered his position at home and that 
the colonists repudiated ms mthority, appointed a non-Quaker, John 
Blackwell, as his deputy, y 



CHAPTER XI 

THE OLDER COLONIES UNDER THE RESTORED STUARTS 
(i) The Island Golonies 

Attee liie lecall of Sir David Kirke in 1651, the afiairs of Newfoundland , 
underwent a prolonged crisis for close on thirty years. During the 
whole of that period the future of English interests hung in the balance, 
and the uncertainty of the issue retarded the colony’s development. 
The causes of this unhappy state of affairs lay in the conflicting claims 
of the settlers, the west-country fishermen, and the upholders of the 
colonial trading system in general, complicated, as time progressed, 
by the increasing grasp of the French upon the fishery, and their 
settlement upon the south-western coasts of the island. 

At the Restoration the permanent English residents were few in 
numbers and scattered in tiny hamlets on the eastern and south- 
eastern shores. They were nevertheless true colonists, living by 
agriculture, fishing, and trade in local commodities, their future bound 
up with the life of their villages ; and they proved their title to recog- 
nition by the tenacity with which they re-sisted all the disheartening 
intrigues of the powerful interests seeking to dislodge them.^ Their 
principal crime in the eyes of their enemies was that their settlements 
formed bases from which a local boat-fishing industry competed with 
the ship-fishermen who came out annually from England. The ship- 
fishery, as a training ground for seamen available for the national 
service, long remained of paramount importance in the eyes of the 
home government, and, had it not been for the rise of French power, 
would probably have succeeded in extinguishing the colony. In the 
opening years of Charles II., a partisan statement, which must be 
received with caution, shows the fishery to have declined considerably 
from the flourishing condition it had enjoyed in the decade 1630-40. 
The absolute falling-off may not have been serious — ^it had been largely 
reversed twenty years later — ^but there was imdoubtedly a relative- 
loss of ground to the French, whose fishermen became so active in 
the latter part of the century that the English lost their ancient market 

^ For a less favourable view of the colonists see Acts of the Privy CowncH, Col. Series, 
vol. i. (190S), p. zzxL 
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in France, and had to confine their sales to the Mediterranean countries, 
Here the Newfoundland fish remained an important element in keepipg 
up the favourable balance of trade desired by the mercantile eooaonusts. 
The latter, although they looked kindly upon the fishery, grew per. 
turbed at the use to which Newfoundland was put by the systematic 
violators of the laws of trade. Tobacco and sugar, brought by American 
coasters, found their way direct to the European continent, and in 
the reverse direction European manufactures reached America without 
complying with the Staple Act. The extent of the illicit trade is not 
precisely ascertainable; as elsewhere it has been exaggerated, and 
recent investigations tend to reduce it to unimportant dimensions.* 
Such as it was, it complicated the already tangled problem of New- 
foundland. For yet another reason the directors of national policy 
were moved to keep a sharp eye on the fishery. At the time of the 
Restoration it was alleged that many of the hands failed to return 
with the ships in the autumn, going instead to settle in New England. 
Residing there, they stUl followed their trade, but were no mnger 
av.ailable for the naval service. The government accordingly issued 
commands in 1670 that fishin g skippers were to carry no passengers 
and to bring home every surviving member of their crews. 

In 1661 Ekench activities in Newfoundland took a new turn. Hithe> 
to the Frenchmen had not wintered in the island, but in the year 
named Louis XIV. aimexed the south-western coast, appointed a 
governor, and put in hand the building of a fort at Placentia and its 
occupation by a permanent coloiiy.® The threat to English interests 
was obvious ; if the settlement should prove vigorous and expansive 
it might entail the exclusion of Englishmen from the fishery. It was 
thus the French menace which proved the determining factor in 
preserving the English settlers from the jealousies of their own feUow- 
oountrymen. At first Placentia seemed formidable, its position being 
one of great natural strength. But the undertaking soon began to 
suffer from the besetting weakness of all the French colonizing projects 
—lack of a steady stream of emigrants. The colony therefore did not 
prosper, and ere long the authorities neglected their share of lie work. 
In 1684 the fort at Placentia was described as " an old min,” with 
only three guns out of t-s^elve remaining mounted. The French 
fishery, on the other hand, increased enormously. At the end of the 
Stuart period it was reported to be employing 16,000 to 20,000 men 
annually and giving a corresponding accession to the power of the 
French navy. A contest for supremacy was obviously impending, 
and the matter became one of the most important due for settlement 
in the wars of William III. and Anne. 

1 Beer, Old Cohmcd System, iL pp. 222-6. 

1 Prowee, Hial, of Newfoundland, pp. 177-80, saye that as early as 1660-1 Charles H. 
made a secret agreement to hand over the island to Louis XIV. ; but the evidence 
giving ground for the auapioion— it is nothing more— refers to a later date, that of 
the Treaty of Dover. 
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Meanwhile tlie^ agitation against the English colonists came to a 
climax. In 1670' the Privy Council rejected a proposal to transtec 
them aU to other plantations. Five years later |he newly appointed 
Lords oJ Trade reversed the decision and gave orders for the deportation 
of the lucldess Newfoundlanders to St. Kitts and Jamaica or, in default, 
for the stringent enforcement of the old edict against residence within 
six miles of the coast. At last the dreaded blow seemed to have 
fallen, hut at the eleventh hour the colony was saved by the public- 
spirited action of a naval officer. Sir John Beriy, commander of the 
Newfoundland convoy, was certain that the Lords of Trade were 
acting under bad advice. He sent home a report which convinced 
them of their error, and caused them to admit that they had listened 
too readily to the short-sighted arguments of the fishermen. He 
added that if they persisted in their harsh policy, its effect would be to 
drive the settlers under the allegiance of the French.^ The Lords of 
Trade, an enlightened and weU-meaning body, accepted the reproof 
and extended their protection to the colony. In 1680 they rescinded 
the six-mile rule, decided on the appointment of a governor, and 
ordered the fortification of St. John’s, Thenceforward there was no 
more talk of abandonment. 

Berry’s report and the subsequent enqmry gave rise to the collection 
of statistics which illustrate the condition of Newfoundland in 1677. 
There were at that date 523 permanent settlers, including women and 
children, living in twenty-eight different settlements, of which the 
largest was St. John’s, with 87 inhabitants. In addition there were 
about 1300 hoat-fishers, Mio came and went from place to place, hut 
did not return to England with the fishing-fleet. The latter consisted 
of 221 shipo, averaging 74 tons apiece, armed with 688 guns, and manned 
by 6000 men.* For its protection the navy afforded convoy when 
necessary, as happened on fourteen different occasions between 1623 
and 1675. In 1666 de Ruyter raided the fishery. Again in 1673 the 
captors of New York attempted to do so, but were beaten off from St, 
John’s by Christopher Martin, a Devonshire sldpper. 

In our day it is somewhat difficult to realize that, judged by the 
standards of the old colonial empire, the West Indian islands were 
far more important than all the plantationsnon the mainland of America. 
Such nevertheless is the truth. A statesman of Charles II.’s reign, 
if asked to appraise the various colonies in the order of their value to 
the nation, would probably have placed Barbados first, followed by 
Newfoundland, Jamaica and the Leeward Islands ; after them Virginia 
and Maryland ', then the Middle Colonies and the Carolinas ; and last 
of all. New England. 

A few figures will illustrate the pre-eminence of Barbados and also 
give some indication of the changes brought about by the growth of 

^ Bcoi, ii. pp. 214-6. >> 

“ Rist. Oeog, of Brit. Ooloniea, vol. v. pt. iv. by J. D. Bogeis, Oxford, 1911, pp. 82-4 j 
tlio Calendar of Col. State Papers, 1976-6, pp. xxsv-xxivi. gives slightly different ffguies. 
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the siigEiT industry. The island itself was about the. size of the Isle of ■ 
Wight, with a virgin soil whose richness began to deteriorate only 
after thirty years af unsparing cultivation. In 1643, when ^e sugar 
industry took root, it had a population of 18,000 male whites, of whom J 
about one-half were proprietors ; at this time the negro element was 
unimportant. In 1666 the male white population was 8000, and two 
years later the total white population was estimated at 20,000 ; but 
of these less than 800 owned aU the estates between them. At the 
same time the number of negro slaves had risen to about 40,000. The 
island, therefore, whilst growing in wealth, was losing the better ele- 
ments of its population. It is computed to have thrown off about 
12,000 emigrants to other colonies in the twenty-five years prior to 
1668. On the riches of the aristocratic planters who remained, a , 
contemporary account is eloquent : “ Their plate, jewels and household : 
stuff are estimated at £600,000, their buildings very fair and beautiful, 
and their houses hire castles j their sugar houses and negroes’ huts show 
themselves from the sea like so many small towns, each defended by 
its castle.” Under the navigation system some two hundred merchant- , 
men, English built, owned and manned, laded the sugar annually , 
from the island quays ; the annual pa 3 rment of customs on the out- I 
going sugar alone was about £20,000 ; and even at the end of the 
century, when Barbados had reached its prime and the American 
colonies were still rapidly expanding, the exports of the former were 
worth £308,000, whilst those of aU the latter together totalled £226,000.^ 

The period of most rapid expansion fell Jn the first twenty years 
after the establishment of the sugar industry. Thenceforward, as ' 
mercantile relations adjusted themselves, and other plantations 
began to grow sugar, the enormous profit-taking of the efelier period : 
ceased to be possible. The island still went steadily forward, but its 
planters prospered at a less feverish and perhaps more healthy rate. ! 
They themselves refused to view the matter in this light. They ' 
regarded a natural reaction as due to the harsh measures of the home 
government, and throughout the Restoration period they were loud 
in their complaints. Statistics show that they had little reason to 
grumble ; too-dazzling success had, in fact, spoiled them. The first 
and greatest grievance was 'the enumeration of sugar under the Act of 
1660. It was the keystone of the colonial system, and unceasing : 
agitation failed to secure its reversal. To a certain es^ent it delivered 
the planters into the hands of the English merchants as a body. But ! 
the latter competed amongst themselves, and we find no traces of a | 
ring or trust among them to regulate prices ; such a combination was j 
probably impracticable in the then state of society without the assist- 
ance of a government charter to ensure it a monopoly. The Barbadians 
also objected to the prohibition of direct trade with Scotland, hut to 
the clauses of the trade, laws which protected the national shipping 

^ This lofoK only to exports direct to Bngland, oxoluding interoolonial trade*. The 
figures are {rom Beer’s OH Colonial System and Xiucaa’ SisU of SriU Colonies* 
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they seem to have given their approval, for they o-wned a certain 
number of small craft themselves. To represent their views, they 
maintamed in London a Committee of Gentlemen JPlanters of Barbados, 
consisting of absentee owners and others with connections in the 
island. Another grievance lay in the method adopted to regularize 
the planters’ titles to their land. The Carihbee Islands had originally 
been colonized under proprietary grants to English noblemen in the 
time of Charles I. The various claims became much complicated during 
the confusion of the civil wars, and when Francis, Lord Willoughby, 
returned to the governorship in 1663 he cut the knot by securing the 
passage through the assembly of an Act imposing an export duty of 
four and a half per cent, in return for the cancelling of all proprietary 
rights. The planters thus became freeholders, but they soon raised 
a never-ending clamour for the abolition of the duty. It remained in 
force, however, until 1838. 

The neighbouring islands of the Windward group, which ultimately 
became important sugar colonies, received little development before 
the close of the seventeenth century. The French established them- 
selves in Martinique, Grenada and St. Lucia prior to the Restoration. 
In 1664 Thomas Warner, the haK-Carib son of the original planter 
of St. Kitts, led a thousand Barbadians against St. Lucia and drove 
them out ; France regained the island by the Treaty of Breda, but for 
many years did very little to colonize it. St. Vincent also, inhabited 
by an especially ferocious tribe, the offspring of Caribs and sliipwecked 
negroes, was Mt to itself during this period. Tobago changed o^vners 
several times, and finally became a no roan’s land until 1763 when the 
English entjered into possession. 

The Leeward Islands remained under the rule of Barbados until 
1671, when they became a separate governorship. As we have seen, 
they suffered a great set-back when the French* captured them all 
except Nevis in 1666. It was only after the restitutions effected by 
the Treaty of Breda that they began to develop into valuable colonies. 
By 1671 these readjustments were complete, and in the same year 
Colonel W illiam Stapleton became governor of the group, retaining 
the office until 1686. The English part of St. Kitts began life anew 
with only one-third as many colonists as before the invasion. Antigua 
and Montserrat had both suffered a systematic plundering by their 
captors. Under Stapleton’s efficient rule prosperity increased rapidly, 
each island having a deputy-governor and an assembly of its owm. 
By 1678 the total population amounted to 10,600 whites and 8,600 
negroes, of which Nevis had 3,600 and 3,800 respectively ; the Mont- 
serrat people were almost exdusively Irish. In addition to sugar 
the planters produced tobacco, indigo and ginger. They imported 
manufactures from England and foodstufe from Massachusetts 
and her neighbours. Stapleton strictly enforced the law’s of trade, 
against which his subjects raised fewer complaints than did the 
Barbadians. 
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Of Jamaica its original captors formed very high, expectations; 
it appeared to share all the advantages of Barbados in addition to 
being twenty-five iSmes as large. Actually, for a variety ofr reasons, 
its progress was slow. The terrible mortality among the first.colonists 
gave it an ill name, and the glamour of the buccaneers, who made it ' 
their principal base, 'tempted the more enterprising among the settlers 
from the paths of lawful industry. At the Eestoration its people 
numbered about 4000 whites and 1000 negroes.^ By 1673 the white 
population had doubled and the negroes had risen to nearly 10,000. 
From that time onwards growth proceeded at a more rapid rate, but 
it was only in the last decade of the Stuart rule that the trade of Jamaica 
began to approach that of Barbados in value. In 1697-8 it amounted . 
to about two-thirds of the latter’s total. In the earlier years cocoa ? 
was the principal product of the plantations ; then a disease Mlled the ' 
trees, and sugar took its place. Indigo, tobacco, cotton and ginger 
were subordinate industries, and, unfike the other English islands, 
Jamaica was almost self-supporting in foodstuffs. 

The refusal of Charles 11. to restore Jamaica to Spain caused the ,, 
continuance of a state of war in the West Indies until 1671. This was ** 
the period in which the buccaneers rose to their prime. They were ' 
recruited from seamen and colonists crowded out of the islands by the 
growth of large estates. They attacked primarily the commerce of 
Spain, but in practice there was often very little limit to their lawless- • 
ness. Their crowning exploit occurred in 1671 when, under the ’ 
leadership of Henry Morgan, they landed on the Isthmus and sacked j 
the town of Panama. Jamaica was for geographical reasons their head- ' 
quarters, and its inhahitants grew rich by the sale of thq spoils. In ' 
1670 England and Spain signed the Treaty of Madrid. Its efiects were ! 
not immediate, hut ultimately it desti;oyed West Indian buccaneering | 
by deriving it of its semi-legal status. Some of the buccaneers ! 
settled down into more sober means of livelihood ; Morgan hims elf ‘ 
became a knight and deputy-governor of Jamaica. Others frankly 
turned pirates, and roved far and wide in the Atlantic, the Indian 
Ocean and the Pacific. A bye-path of their activities, the cutting of 
log-wood in Campeche on the mainland of Central Am erica, became a 
permanent trade, conducted from Jamaica and involving endless 
disputes with the Spanish government. j 

Jamaicii received a constitution by royal proclamation in 1662, | 
comprising the governor, a nominated council, and an elected assembly. ! 
The first asseinbly, of thirty members, met in 1664. Financial questions 
gave rise to disputes with the governor, and in 1678 the crown took an 
exceptional course by introducing the principle known m Irdand as 
Poyimgs’ Law,’, to the effect that all legislation must originate with the 
English Privy Council, the assembly meidy retaming the right of 
accepting or rejecting, ,-The experiment was of short duration, and 
Jamaica soon regained its local autonomy. But bad idations between 

» There are two conflieting estimatea, o>ie highm, the other lower, than the abore. 
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governor and assembly long remained tbe normal state of affairs in 
the island. In these circumstances it is somewhat surprising that 
there little outcry against the laws of trade add also, apparently, 
little evasion of their restrictions. 

The Bahamas, granted to the Carolina proprietors in 1670, failed 
to derive much benefit from their new owners. They were backward 
and ill-governed, little better than nests of pirates, throughout the 
Restoration period. The Bermudas were a more reputable colony, 
since their population — stationary at about 9000 — ^was engaged in 
productive industry. The Bermudians were however very independ- 
ent, resenting outside control even after the islands became a crown 
colony in 1684. Long before this date they had fuUy attained their 
possible development, and the surplus population formed a useful 
element in planting newer settlements. 

(ii) Virginia and Maryland 

In the summer of 1660 rumours of the impending restoration of 
Charles II. began to circulate in ‘Virginia, and the leaders of royalist 
opinion met with little opposition in assuming control. Sir ‘William 
Berkeley, the last governor commissioned by Charles I., was still in " 
the colony, although he had occupied no jmblic office since Hs deposition 
by the Parliamentary commissioners. His friends still regarded him 
as dejure governor, and in July the assembly reinstated him. He was 
at tins time personally popidar and by long residence thoroughly 
identified with the views and interests of the Virginians. He was 
himself a tobacco planter on a large scale. In September came definite 
news of the* king’s return. The loyal Virginians hastened to appoint 
the anniversary as a public holiday and the thirtieth of January as 
a day of fast and mourning. 

Their jubilation ere long received a check. The navigation ordin- 
ances of 1660 and the following year, in restricting the trade of the 
colony to English shipping, had restated a principle already familiar 
to them. The new Act of 1660_.dealt them a severe blow by placing 
tobacco on the list of enumerated articles to be exported to the mother- 
country alone. At the same time the autllbrities in London began to 
entertain the idea of reconstitutmg the Virginia Company. To 
protest against these measures and to secure coi&matiou of his com- 
mission, Berkeley sailed for England in 1661. 

That Virginia, considered as an isolated economic imit, suffered loss 
by the operation of the laws of trade is undoubted. But it was the 
price she had t^ pay fotjhe .p;isilego„of.-belQngmg to. a,. powerful 
maritime empire which gave her the protection of its armed force and 
an assured, if restricted, market for her tobacco. Suppose her to 
have' attamed economic liberty by wlthdraiymg that empire. 
How long would she, with her population of 40,000 souls, have con- 
tinued to exist ere she became a prey to France or Spain ? For no 
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great while ; neither would she have bettered her eondition under an 
alien flag, for France and Spain adopted colonial systems as restrictive ' 
commercially, and 'politically far more repressive than did the much 
abused mother-country of England, Two things made a free-trade f 
• empire an idle dream in the seventeenth century — scarcity of population 
Sn the colonics theSnselves, rendering the^m unable to provide for 
^heir own defence ; and the exhausting drain imposed by naval arma* 
'inents upon the revenue ■ of states in which the wealth-producing 
methods of the industrial revolution were yet unborn. The Virginians 
therefore had to take the world as they found it ; and in fact, after the 
failure of Berkeley’s protest, they ceased officially to remonstrate 
against the laws of trade. The Virginian assembly remains silent upon 
the point throughout the Stuart period. 

The actual extent to which the colony suffered is a matter for diverg- 
ent arguments, as is inevitable in a case where sentiment and impression, 
in default of exact statistics, form the basis of opinion. One writer 
says, “ The Virginians were crushed with tremendous duties ^ on 
j their tobacco and with ruinous restrictions upon their trade ” ; another, 
i “ Virginia deserved well of the Stuarts ; but she offered a safe Add foi 
I the spoiler and paid the penalty ” ; a third, on the other hand, 

< any reciprocal arrangement, mankind is prone to ignore the benefttj 
conferred and to dwell solely on the restraints imposed. . . . Would 
Virginia have wdoomed complete free trade with the removal both of 
all restrictions and of all special privileges ? . . . Unquestionahl^ 
the gains and losses would have been so eve^y balanced as to renderf; 
decision extremdy difficult.” * The question is obviously disputabla^ 
But one hard fact tdls strongly against the “ crushing and ruinous ” 
interpretation : the population of the colony doubled itseS^^nring the 
reign of Charles II. It is generally adnoitted also that the colonial 
administration of the period was sympathetic and intelligent. It 
would not, for its own sake, have permitted vital damage to the interests 
of a' colony which filled an important place in the empire it cultivated 
with BO much care. Berkeley hims^ expressed the essence of the 
grievance with the pardonable emphasis of a partisaoi. It was that 
tire English mcrohants absorbed an unfair share of the tobacco profits 
owing to the elimination of the foreign buyer. " The planters are the 

^ In sober truth the duties were not tremendous ; thev amounted to 2d. per lb. on 
tobaooo consumed in England, and only id. per lb. on that xe>ezported. 

* Tho three authorities quoted are : (1) T. J, Wertenbaker, Virginia under the StuartSt 
Princeton, 1914, p. 115 ; (2) Prof. E. Channing, Hiak of U.S., ii. p. 63 ; (3) G. L. Beer, 
Old Colonial SyeieMi ii. p. 110. Channing mistook uie valuation of tobaooo for the 
actual duty impoaod, and so overstated the latter.„ •WertenbaJwr apparently follows 
him. Beer oorrects the error. Older authorities are not to be relied imon for the 
eoonomio question. Winsor^s Narrative and Critical History, for example, has con- 
tro^ctory statements on adjoining pages: “"Under the monopoly of the Navi* 
gation Act • • • the trade of "lb® colony wds almost extinguished (vol. iiL ch. v», by 
Kobert A. Brock, p. 150}; ‘'The resources • of the colony continued [o. 1680J to be 
developed. The produotion. and export of tobaooo*~t]ie staple— steadily increased# 
and with it the prosperity of the colony ” (/Aid. p. 152). 
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power in an access of loyalty and popularity. The assembly elected 
in that year contained a large majority of his supporters, but, like the 
Cavalier parliament at home, it outstayed its welcome, for it sat 
undissolved for sixteen years. During that time the ruling party 
became a close oligarchy, managing all things for its own benefit amid 
a thickening atmosphere of corruption.^ New, men were crowding 
into the colony to find themselves deprived of political influence. 
Their new ideas and clear views, undimmed by long consuetude of 
existing abuses, found no legitimate outlet. They luad no chance to 
exercise their votes. All appointments of officials and clergy, the 
whole patronage of the colony, rested with the governor’s clique when 
they were not engrossed by strangers in England. Berkeley himself 
deteriorated. Originally a blustering, outspoken champion of hisf 
people’s interests, he never consciously departed from that attitude 
but insensibly he became a morose, covetous old man, “ broken iij' 
health, deaf and very irritable.” His ideal of government was 4 * 
paternal despotism, tempered by rough justice and common sense. 
Gradually the common sense departed. “I thank God,” he wrote 
in his later days, “ I thank God, there are no free schools, nor printing, 
and I hope we shall not have, these hundred years. . . . God keep us 
from bom ! ” 

' In 1673 Charles H., in a moment of generosit;^, droned a bomb- „ 
shell into the stagnant pool of Virginian politics. He granted to 
iLords Arlington and Culpeper an interest in the colony which they 
/[had done no thing to merit. Their patent empowered them to make 
Brants of land and to redeive the quit-rents and escheats, to nominate 
&erifEs and surveyors, and to exercise all church patronage. It was a 
repetition 'on a huge scale of a similar grant made years before to s 
certain courtiers, and covering only an outlying part of the province. i 
The Virginian riders received the news with " unspeakable grief and 
^astonishment.” They protested strongly, and sent agents to England 
to negotiate. Arlington and Culpeper, on their side, showed no keen 
desire to figure as political tyrants; they preferred the safer role of 
^ blackmailers, aud intimated that they would retire from their newly 
acquired rights for a consideration. To simplify the matter they re- 
, signed all but the quit-rents, from which Virginia prepared to buy 
1 them out. By the end of 1675 the terms of a charter had been framed - 
whereby the Virginia colonists were to be incorporated for the purpose 
of jointly acquiring the quit-rents. The matter then hung in suspense, 
and the rebeUion of the following year put an end to the scheme.® 

‘ Of. Odlendar of Ool. State Papera, 1677-80, p. iii : " The salaries of the mmbois 
of the assembly were ri^oulouely high ; the cost of the liquor with which they enlivened 

Xt.-.*- x« .1 J s a'knvMnfiil inlia OTAm nAl'nnf.PAfl'f I 


their deliberations "waa chargea against the public ; sbaixioful jobs were _ _ 
for the enrichment of their creatures • • • and, in facts the whole settlement was 
plundered for their benefit.” 

* Ohanning, ii. p. 64, saya the charter was issued ; but it never tooh effect and is uot 
now extant. 
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In tie colony the discontent with Berkeley’s rule, increased. Two 
incidents of the Dutch wars discredited the home and local administra- 
tions. In 1667 five Dutch warships raided the Chesapeake,^ caught 
the solitary guardship unprepared, burned sevemnetchahtmen; and 
carried ofi thirteen. A long discussion on the question of building 
forts at the mouth oh the James followed, but nothing was done. In 
1673 the Dutch squadron which subsequently captured New York 
made a HimilnT raid and destroyed eleven ships. Bad harvests and a 
devastating hurricane intensified local ill-feeling, and produced at- 
tempted risings in 1673 and 1674. Two years later the explosion 
occurred as the result of an Indian war. 

The Indians had been quiescent for a generation, when reprisals 
for a petty theft gave the signal for an outbreak of massacre on the 
frontiers. The settlers concerned were much to blame. They 
murdered six Indian c hi efs at a conference, beginning a medley of 
misunderstanding and treachery that issued in the killing of three 
hundred white men in the outlyii^ plantations. Berkeley, old and 
set in his ways, would take no active steps to restore order. He had 
always regarded himself as the father of the Indians, and now his 
dimmed faculties refused to see the necessity of a campaign against 
them. In addition be was interested in the fur trade, and Ms opponents 
hinted that he was determined “ that no bullets should pierce beaver 
'feldns.” He sat stiU. wMlst the tale of slaughter mounted. Nathaniel 
BScdn, one of the new men lately arrived m the colony, had no suoh 
scruples. He raised a force on his own initiative, and led it against 
the savages. Berkeley, outraged at his independence, proclaimed 
him a traitor. The whole colony was now in a ferment. Berkeley 
dissolved the assembly and ordered an election, the first? since the 
Eestoration. The hew house contained a maj ority against the governor, 
Bacon himself being elected to a seat. Amid the bewild erin g changes 
of front which followed the Indians wei'e almost forgotten. Berkdey 
first pardoned Bacon, then denounced him again, quitted Jamestown, 
raised troops and returned, and was finally beaten out, whilst the place 
itself was burnt. A few facts stand out from the welter. Bacon’s 
party in the assembly passed new laws intended to destroy the power 
of the oligarchy ; a bitter porsonal passion was aroused by the action 
of the Baconians in seizing Lady Berkeley arid other womenfolk of 
their opponents, and exposing them to the fire of the besieged during 
the last attack on Jamestown; and Bacon himself used language 
which showed him to be contemplating secession from the empire. 
The end csune with Bacon’s death from fever, upon which the revolt 
collapsed. 

Berkdey was harsh in his vengeance. He confiscated estates, and 
executed the rebel leaders as they came in. Ah incident reveals him 
to ns, remorseless and cynical. William Driunmond, whom he had 
formerly made governor or Carolina, was one of the last to be captured. 
" Mr. Drummond,” said the old man with a how, “ you are very 
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welcome ; I am paore glad to see you than any man in Virginia ; you 
shall be hanged in half an hour.” “ As your honour pleases,” answered 
Drummond ; and hanged he was. Berkeley, hdwever, confined his 
justice \o the ringleaders. The total of executions fell short of forty, 
a moderate price for rebellion in the age of Jeffreys and Colonel Kirke, 
When aU was over, three royal commissioners with a regiment of ' 
troops arrived from England. The commissioners, findin g Berkeley 
still implacable, sent him home as the best means of restoring peace. 
He died in disgrace soon after landing, miserably ending a career which 
woTild have been reckoned honourable had it not lasted too long. 

Virginia had two more governors of Stuart appointment. Lord 
Culpeper was chosen in 1679, but performed his duties by depu^ 
until 1682, when he sailed to spend a few months in the colony. He 
was still in receipt of the quit-rents rmder the earlier patent, and he 
earned a name for rapacity among his subjects. Apart from this he 
acted with prudence and tact, promulgating a general pardon for the 
rebellion, and neglecting to put in force certain instructions from home 
tending to limit the power of the assembly. In 1684 Lord Howard of . 
Effingham succeeded him. Howard was disliked by the colonists,\| 
but no important incidents marked his rule until the winter of 1688-9. 
Wild rumours then began to spread of events at home and of impending ' , 
attacks by papists and Indians upon the colony. In April definite i 
news arrived mat James II. had fallen, and the revolution peacefully , 
accomplished itself in Virginia. ; 

In Maryland the period under review passed more tranquillyi.,t 
Cecilius Calvert, the second Lord Baltimore, had great difficulty m 
maintaining his position under the Puritan rfigime. He was in fact 
between t^o fires ; t he Purita ns distrusted him fqi his region, and 
the royaUata for hia iMne-aerving. For several years hia“ rights re- 
mained in practical abeyance, whilst factions distobed the peace of' 
the colony. In 1656-7 he made his peace mth Cromwell and regained 
control which, by dexterous diplomacy, he retained at the Restoration. 
From then imtil his death in 1676 he continued " absolute Lord and 
Proprietor of the Province.” His son, Charles Calvert, succeeded 
him. Unlike his father, he spent most of his time in Maryland, as 
governor from 1661 to 1675, and as proprietor from that date until 
1684 when increasing ‘perils to his patent recalled him to England. 
Although of ordinary ability, he was devoted to the interests of the 
colony. 

Maryland itself was prosperous in a simple fashion, poorer than 
Virginia, but with its wealth more equally distributed. The strife of 
religions gradually decreased, the Catholic etethent tCbding to disappear. 
Tobacco remamed the i^le export, much of it in"th6 early years being 
bougdit by New Englanders and illegally sent to Europe. After the , 
passage of the Plantation Duties Act custoqm officials were sent out ^ 
faom Engjand and lic fiffttetion of the trade laws diminished. Local 
feeling resented the increase of control, In 1684 Cleorge Talbot, the 
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deputy-governor, murdered COiiistoplier Eousby, jtlie collector of 
customs, on board a sHp of tbe royal navy. Talbot was condemned 
, to death, but JamSs II. commuted the punishment to flve^ years’ 
banishment. The proprietors, in fear for their patent, assisted the 
enforcement of the Navigation Acts. In spite of this, and also of the* 
fact that they were 'Catholics, the third Lord Baltimore was not 
popular with James II. The latter favoured Perm in the matter of 
the boundary dispute. Amid the general confiscation of colonial 
charters which was in progress in 1688 Baltimore’s rights stood m 
great danger, and would probably have been annulled had not the 
revolution intervened. In 1689 the news from home caused a Pro- 
testant rising against the propnetor and the election of a Maryland 
convention pen(fing the decision of the colony’s fate, 

(iii) New England 

In dealing with the history of New England under the restored 
Stuarts we are concerned more with measures than with men. The 
personalities of the period are not inspiring or even, for the most part, 
interesting. To the loEy clear-minded "Winthrop and Bradford 
succeed a generation of leaders possessing indeed strength of will and 
subtlety of wit, but employing their talents by less noble means to 
less spiritual ends. All things move on lower planes, and of aU the 
men with whom we came in touch on either side Clarendon alone fully 
merits the des^arion of a statesman. 

Under the Puritan ascendancy New England was virtually inde- 
pendent, the outstanding feature of the period being the advance of 
Massachusetts, as compared with her neighbours. Massachusetts 
seized the administration of .M aiae a nd New Hampshire, the proprietary 
regions of Gorges and Mason upon her northern borders. She had 
visions also of onuezing Ehode Iriand; to the southward, being armons 
to make an end of that colony’s religious toleration. Ehode Island, 
however, although barred from future territorial e:^an8ion, maintained 
its independence. Plymouth and New Haven, also, being closed in 
by their neighbours’ occupation of the hinterlands, were unable to 
grow, and Connecticut was *1116 only state which could make progress 
comparahle to that of Massachusetts. Navigation Act of 1651, 
by debarring tbe Dutch from the carrying trade, was beneficial to New 
England shipping. Boston ere long owned a promising fleet of coasters 
and merchantmen trading with the West Indies, the tobacco colonies, 
and Europe. Through ite custom house passed most of the ei^orts 
not only of Massachusetts but of all New England . 

With the advent of the Quakers shortly before the Eestorfttion 
there arose a new challenge tp_^ the Puritan hierocracy. The sect’s 
■ ofience was twofold. Tt^Iraukly cohtranned the religious opinions of 
others, and it earned its ideas of human equality to such a pitch that 
it horrified aU ordinary men with their rooted conceptions of a nicely 
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graded social order. The Quaker of the seventeenth century refused 
to doff his hat in the presence of authority or to .accord such titles as 
“ Sir ”*and “ Your worship ” to those who considered themselves his 
superiors. Ehode Island, true to its principles, tolerated the new- 
comers, althoughTit'^sliked themr Plymouth, mild in' its intolerance, 
ordered them corporal punishment without danger to life or^imb. 
Massachusetts imprisoned, scourged, and banished them, and on their 
reappearance pitilessly hanged four of the leaders, includUing a woman. 
This extreme act marks the climax of New England church governance. 
Thenceforward, as a natural reaction, a secular spirit began to make 
headway in the councils of the chief Puritan colony. The Boston 
rulers, called to account by the English government, wrote in extenu-i 
ation : “ The Quakers died not because of their other crimes how 
capital soever, but upon their superadded presumptuous and incorrigible 
contempt of authority.” 

Such a charge in the mouth of those who made it smacked of Satan 
rebuking sin ; for throughout the Eestoration period the keynote of 
their own conduct towards the home government was tins same 
contempt of authority, rendered the more galling by the smooth 
lip-service with which they accompanied it. The Council of Plantation^ 
appointed in 1660 was not long in framing a heavy in^otment against 
the New Englanders, and against the Massachusetts inen in particular ,: 
they had been tardy in proclaiming the king ; they habitually thought 
and spoke of themselves as a commonwealth, even in official documents ; 
they exceeded their chartered rights in imposing religious restrictions ; 
and they conducted their trade solely for their own benefit without 
regard to that of the mother-country. In short, they were bent upon 
practical independence whilst reta inin g all the advantages of member- 
ship in the empire. Eor technically complete separation they had no 
desire. They feared the French power on the St. Lawrence, and their 
trading interests throve under those clauses of the Navigation Acts 
which it suited them to recognize. Of sentimental attachment to 
England they showed little trace, which is not surprising in view of the 
circumstances which had driven their fathers to cross the Atlantic. 

The Earl of Clarendon considered the ^report of his Committee of 
Plantations, and determined upon a moderate and far-seeing course of 
action. He rejected advice to annul the charters and consolidate 
New England as a crown colony, and sought instead to balance the 
dangerous infiuence of Massachusetts by according liberal treatment to 
Connecticut. Li 1662 .John "Winthrop the younger, the leading man 
in the latter colony, travelled to England to negotiate for a new charter. 
Winthrop behaved with discretion, flattering the king and ingratiating 
himself with the men of science who were becoming a fashionable 
element in London life.^ He therefore secured a grant whereby 
Connecticut received a favourable delimitation of its frontiers and 
permission to swallow up its smaller neighbour of New Haven. The 

^ He woa aftcrweids mode a Fellow oi the Boyol Society. 
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New Havenites, straitest of aU the Puritans, protested in vain. They 
had to bow fo.superi 9 r force, and their colony disappeared as a separate 
political unit. Massachusetts received confirmation of its existing 
charter on condition of waiving the religious qualihcation for its 
franchise. This, in characteristic fashion, it made pretence of doing 
whilst maintaining in Juaotice the prior state of affairs. Rhode Island 
also obtained a royal charter in 1663. Plymouth had never hitherto 
possessed such a document and declined it now, since the proposal 
was coupled with a condition that the crown should appoint tbe 
governor. 

Having thus prepared the ground. Clarendon proceeded to the next 
step. Early in 1664 he appointed a royal commission of four members 
to go to New England and report upon the condition of affairs, with 
autifiority to take necessary steps for the enforcement of the laws of , 
trade, the recovery of the kmg’s interests in Maine and New Hampshire, 
and the removal of religious restraints. The chief commissioner was 
Colonel Nicohs, also charged with the conduct of the campaign against 
New Netherland. With him were Samuel Maverick, a pre-1629 
settler and bitter enemy 'of the Puritans, and two others of less import- 
ance. Nicolls was undoubtedly the man to make the mission a success 
had he been able to devote Ms full attention to it, but imfortunately 
his military duties and subsequent governorship of New York absorbed 
his best energies. The commissioners therefore .failed . to reduce 
Massachusetts to obedience. At Boston they met with a polite 
reception coupled with a refusal to recognise their authority. “It 
is not so nominated in the bond ” was the substance of the argument 
used against them. The Massachusetts charter iudeed contained no 
explicit proviso that the colony must receive a royal oommissioh, but 
the contention was a dangerous one to those who used it, for they had- 
themselves overstepped their strict rights iu more than one direction. 
However, a Dutch war was ingninent. Mas sachus e tts was protesting 
loyalty .and ready with endl^s quibbles and evasions of the real issue, 
and Nicolls had to swallow the rebuff. He departed" after setting up 
a royal administration in Maine, au arrangement which Massachusetts 
quietiy reversed a few years, later. In Rhode Island and Conneotiout 
he ha4„b®f*er fortune^ for those colonies had given little offence to*th6 
, government. Connecticut assisted in the conquest of New Netherland, 
and.reoeived a f ayourahle frontier with the Duke of York’s new provhice. 
In return Hiehadi to give up her claim on Long Island. Massaohusetto, 
pleased at having foiled the king so easily, deprecated the royal rehiike 
by a ptesent of masts for the navy, and the first diplomatic stiugWe 
with New England came to an end. The fall of Cfiarendon at the close 
of the Dutch war prevented its immediate renewal. 

For some, ten, years New England maintained its ispla^n untroubled 
by the government at rhome. Its landsmen lived principally by 
agriculture and the production of foodstuffe for export, its maritime 
population by JSb. coast fish^ and; by" trade with the plantation 
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colonies and mtli Europe.^ To the latter it exported tobacco and 
sugar in contravention of the Navigation Acts. With the British 
Isles ilj had little direct intercourse. It received from them some 
manufactured good.s and sent them a few furs, the whole on a scale,/ 
petty as compared with the West Indian traffic. ■y 

In 1676 began a serious Indian rising known as Philip’s War from the 
name of the leading chief of the redskins. The Indians of New England 
wore debarred by the strong Iroquois tribes of the interior from re- 
treating before the advance of white settlement. Economic pressure, 
the clearing of forests and extermination of game, drove them to 
despair. The revolt began near Providence, and flamed fitfully over 
all the New England colonies throughout the winter of 1676-6. Strag- 
gling and unprepared white men were massacred. Even larger bodies i 
did not escape ; at Bloody Brook a force of ninety fell into an ambush,' 
and only ten survived. Philip was himted down at the end of 1676,' ' 
and many of his followers were sold as slaves to the West Indie3j';\ 
The war cost New England one-tenth of its men of military age, a’ l 
dozen townships destroyed by fire, and £100,000 in money. Taxation '■ 
rose to sixteen times its normal level ere the danger was overcome. 

Massachusetts, as we have seen, resumed control over Maine after 
the fall of Clarendon. She did this at the request of the inhabitants , ! 
but without permission from home. About 1671 the heirs of Gorges 
and Mason, the orig^al proprietors of Maine and New Hampshire, 
revived their claims to those temtories, apparently with the object 
of creating a market for their disposal. The matter dragged on for 
some years, during whicn time Charles H. conceived the idea of acquir- 
ing Maine as an appanage for his illegitimate son, the Duke of Monmouth, 
Massachusetts^ however, forestalled him; buying out' the Gorges rights 
for £1260 in 1678. Charles was intensely annoyed, but the arrangement 
stood until the colonies passed from the British flag. New Hampshire 
received a separate government as a crown colony in 1679. 

In the meantime the diplomatic attack upon Massachusetts independ- 
ence had reopened. The passage of the Plantation Duties Act in 1672 
presaged a new attempt to deal with the scandalous infringement of 
which the New Englanders were undoubtedly guilty. With the close 
of the last Dutch war and the appointment of the Lords of Trade the 
campaign for strict administration commenced. Its chief promoter 
was Edward R andolp h, a civil service official, possessed of a resolute 
will and intense pugnacity tempered by very little tact or sense of 
proportion. His character had a great influence on the course of 
events, and he has been charged with “ resolute malignity ” towards 
the colonists,® although he seems in his crabbed fashion to have upheld 
what he regarded as their true interests.® In 1676 he went out to Boston 
to look'iato the commercial question. After a short stay he returned 

^ In 166S Mssaaohusetts owned 132 ships of which 62 were over 40 tons |utden 
(Beer, U. p. 246). t ' 

•Doyle, Puritan Qolonies, ii. p. 263. aChanning, ii. Ji'.Kfl. 
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to render n report charging the New England merchants with wholesale 
tmm^essions and a d^ant attitude. He stated further tHt a 
majority of the people were hostile to the ruling oligarchy. Jn this 
he probably exaggerated. 

From Randolph’s report dates the movement to abrogate all chartered ' 
rights and combine the-New England states into one large crown colony, v 
The Lords of Trade supported the policy because they were convinced 
that seK-govemment as understood at Boston was incompatible with 
the maintenance of the imperial fiscal system. Military strategists 
also backed it because division and autonomy rendered the colonies 
weak in presence of the growing power of Irance. linally — and this 
undoubtedly was a weighty factor — ^the years 1678-88 were a period 
in which arbitrary government was for the last time raising its head in 
England ; French ideals and influences were predominant, and it was 
inevitable that a reflection of the general tendency should make itself 
apparent across the Atlantic. Thus all considerations, both of good 
government and of tyraimy, pointed to a reduction of New England 
in^pdndence. 

^■''Randolph went back to Massachusetts as collector of customs in 
\1678. He pursued a headstrong course, bringing every trade offence, 
[trivial or serious, before the courts. The latter generally refused to 
’convict the defendants, and added to Randolph’s fury_ awarding 
damages against him for detention of shipping and cargoes. His 
personal unpopularity had much but not all to do with Ms failure. 
The trouble was really fundamental, going j,deeper even than the 
Economic question. It was against the king’s officer as such, rather 
than against the collector of taxes, that the New Englanders set their 
faces. At length, after years of ceaseless complaint by Randolph, 
browbeating of the colonial agents in London by the Lords of Trade, 
and alternate defiance and evasion by Massachusetts, the government 
took action. It issuers writ of gwo warranto against the. colony, and 
in 1684 declared fdrfSt tEFfifty-^eryears aldrcharter of the Massachu- 
setts Bay Company. 

Consoudation was now the order of the day, and Charles EL. designated 
C olonel Percy Kirke, lately returned from Tangier, as governor of New 
R5gIaS3r"”Ran3olph,' much sG he had suffered from the colonists, had 
no wish to see them handed over to the tender mercies of such a man, 
and he protested against the appointment. Charles died before 
signing the commission. The Monmouth rebellion followed, giving 
Kirke the opportunity of imprinting his name in the Mstory of England ; 
and James II., more considerate to the colonists than to Ms subjects 
at home, decided not to confirm the late king’s choice. As a temporary 
measure he appointed J oseph Dud ley, ^ jyrBgHgf-lmgfti^a marij as 
ygovemor. At the end of 16S6"S5iEtound !^dros arrived at Boston 
to take over the duty from Pudley’s hands. At first Andros ruled over 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and Plymouth. But in the 
meantime proceedings had commenced agmnst the remaining charters. 
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Rhode Island surrendered in 1686, and Cor^Bcticut was reduced by 
Andros in 1687 after a prolonged diplomatic cont^T Nowhere, cither 
in Massachusetts or elsewhere, was there any 'atffenipt at forcible 
resistance. Trade rather than religion was now thexdominating 
motive ; and the New England traders knew that th^ were. well oli 
within the privileges of the empire, even with* the Navigation Acts 
enforced. 

The administration of Andros contained no popular element. He 
ruled with the aid of a nominated council consisting mainly of colonists, 
but the assemblies were entirely suspended. It was for this reason that 
men who had been accustomed to an active participation in their, own 
governance could not reconcile themselves to the change. Andros 
was in a difficult position, but he acquitted himself well. He ruled 
justly and firmly, enforcing the Navigation Acts together with the new 
policy of religious toleration. Eor the first time since John Winthrop 
had founded the city, Boston witnessed the parades of redcoats and the 
celebration of an Anglican service by a surpliced clergyman. Still 
the new dominion grow. In 1688 Andros received orders to take over 
New York and the Jerseys. His authority now extended from the 
Delaware to the borders of Nova Scotia. Had its continuance not 
depended upon events at home a new and more beneficent era might 
have opened for America ; for there is nothmg in James’ previous 
record to indicate that he would have made permanent his suspension 
of the colonists’ political rights. In a revolution such things must be, 
and the king fell before ]bis colonial revolution was complete. 

By the end_pf_1688 an, intelligent , anticipation of the conquest of 
England hy WMam of Orange began to circulate in Boston. Definite 
news came by way of the West Indies in March of the following year, 
accompanied by William’s declaration j^romismg reinstatement to all 
dispossessed magistrates. Andros imprisoned its bearer for sedition, 
but he could not undo its effect in focussing all the latent disaffection 
amoi^ his subjects. A fortnight later Boston rose suddenly and 
unanimously. Andros with his handful of troops was powerless; 
fox throughout his authority had rested upon the far-distant resources 
of Kmg James. He surrendered to the rebels, and the Dominion of 
•'New England was at an end. Here, as efeewhere throughout America, 
a pause followed, whilst all eyes turned towards London to see what 
edicts its new government would bring forth. 



CHAPTEE XII. 

THE GREAT TRADING COMPANIES UNDER THE 
RESTORATION 

(i) The Bast India Company, 1667-1709 

The East India Company, set on ite legs again by Cromwell’s charter 
ol 1667, participated, to the fuU in the revival of trade inaugurated by 
the Restoration. The directors greeted Charles 11. with an address 
of loyalty and a present of plate. He in his turn granted them a 
favourable charter and availed himself of their practical goodwill by 
accepting loans amounting to £170,000 in the space of sbcteen years. 
His patronage thus had its price, but it was to be depended upon ; 
neither he nor his brother ever betrayed the Company’s interests in the 
vacillating manner of the early Stuart kin^s. The charter of 1661; 
confirmed the privileges accorded by previous grants, and gave ad- 
ditional rights of jurisdiction over all Englishmen in the east and 
power to maintain fortihcations and to raise troops for thdir defence. 
The paid-up capital with which the Company began the new era 
totalled £370,000. This became a permanent joint-stock upon which 
the directors could operate with greater confidence than in the old days 
of terminable adventures. They increased their resources by a 
judicious limitation of dividends m the first years and also by acting 
as bankers, accepting deposits repayable at short notice and on low 
rates of interest. The fact that the public were willing to trust them 
in this way illustrates the hitherto unwonted solidity of the Company’s 
position. 

A considerable item in Catharine of Braganza’s dowry had been the 
promise to hand over the Portuguese possession of Bombay. Charles 
II. determined to hold the place as a crown colony, the first of its kind 
in Asia. In 1662 he sent the Earl of Marlborough with five ships and 
a nulitaiy force to take it over. The exact extent of the territory 
concerned was in dispute, and Marlborough could not come to terms 
with the Portuguese governor. He came home in disgust, leaving 
his troops to perish for lack of supplies and a landing place. Surat 
could not receive them, for the Mo^ would never have forgiven the 
presence of En^^ soldiers in his dominions. At length the survivors, 
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in number less than a quarter of the ori^nal strength of the force, gained 
admission to Bombay in 1665. In this inauspicious manner began 
the English tenure of the place which was to become their Inchan 
headqua\:tera at the dose of the century. The ill fortime continued. 
Charles, weary of the profitless expense of liis acquisition, made it 
over to the Company in 1668 for a rent of £10 a ypar. The Company’s 
servants fared as badly in the early years as did the unseasoned 
troops from home. Cholera, a disease apparently new in their ex- 
perience and thought to be of Chinese origin, swept them ofi by hundreds. 
Of the first five hundred English inhabitants of Bombay four hundred 
died there, and the average life of the English factor was reckoned at 
three years. Heroic determination triumphed over these odds. 
With unsparing labour the English erected fortifications, bettered the 
sanitary conditions by drainage works, and attracted trade and 
population. By 1677 the latter had risen from 10,000 to 60,000, and 
the commercial success of Bombay was assured. 

The early history of the EngUsh in India consists, to a far greater 
extent than in other regions of the world, of the record of a few brilliant 
personalities overcoming seemingly hopeless conditions by sheer 
force of brain and character. Eor this the reason is not far to seek. 
In moBt other lands which have been the theatres of English expansion 
the principal foes to be overcome have been the forces of nature, and a 
struggle of this sort has demanded a high average standard of merit 
in the rank and file of the colonists. India, with its huge native 
populations, and the constant menace from European rivals, has 
exacted above ail thing's excellence of individual leadership as the 
price of success, and at almost every period from the first settlement 
at Surat to the close of the Company’s career one or more outstanding 
commanders are to be found upholding their employers’ interests by 
the exercise of their talents. This biographical clement in the record 
becomes especially prominent in the latter part of the seventeenth 
century. 

A great change in the political condition of the country was about 
to set in. The Mogul Empire, which had hitherto preserved order in 
northern India and exercised a steadying influence beyond its immediate 
confines, had passed its zenith. Its outlying viceroys were seeking 
to assume the status of independent sovereigns, and the Marathas, 
a military nation scorning to be bound by territorial limits, were 
extending their plundering raids far and 'wide in central India and 
successfully challenging the power of the Mogul government. Aurang- 
zeb, the last great emperor, reigned from 1658 to 1707, and spent the 
last five-and-twenty years of his life in a long campaign against the 
forces of anarchy. He displayed great energy and won many victories, 
but he could only delay and not avert the break-up of his empire. 
His career, of apparent splendour accompanied by the actual decay 
of his state, has been justly compared with tlJat of Louis XIV. Sruat, 
the English head factory, hitherto well 'within the zone of the imperial 

V 
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peace, witnessed a Maratha raid in 1664. Tte invaders plundered the 
town, but Sir George Oxenden, the English president, showed a bold 
front and beat them off from the walls of his unfortified factory with 
goods worth £80,000 in its cellars. The incident marks the beginning 
of the end of the old policy of unarmed trade laid down by Sir Thomas 
Roe. For the first time the Mogul had been unable to protect his 
clients ; henceforward, they must prepare to defend themselves. 

Realizing the necessity, Gerald Aimgier, the president of Surat 
from 1669 to 1677, perceived also the importance of Bombay. Although 
pestilent, it was defensible ; it lay without the bounds of the emperor’s 
iuiisdiction, and the Ei^lish could carry out their plans unhampered 
by the jealousy of his officers ; it lay also on the flanlc of the Maratha 
raids towards the north, in a position where English sea-power could 
command the respect of these formidable adventurers. Aungier it 
was, therefore, who developed Bombay, created a service of light craft 
to hold in check the coast pirates, made a treaty with Sivaji the 
Maratha chief, and diverted to his new place of arms half the shipping 
from England which had hitherto laded in Swally Road. In the year 
of his death he warned the Company that they must trade sword in 
hand or perish. His successors continued the pohey he had inaugurated. 

Madras, on the Coromandel Coast, saw itself threatened by the 
same forces of disorder. Francis Day’s fortifications had fallen into 
decay, and the Company was as yet unconvinced that such expenditure 
was necessary. But here the need was even greater. The Dutch 
were strong in the Bay of Bengal ; the French appeared at St. Thomfi, 
hard by, and estabhshed their first factory, which they removed 
later to Pondicherry ; the native powers were in a state of anarchy, 
the Marathas hovering watchful in the interior ; and, to cap all, the 
English were at war with one another. For three yea^s, 1666-8, the 
Puritan George Foxcroft, the legitimate governor, was kept in durance 
by the royalist Sir Edward Winter, who only submitted to the Com- 
pany’s authority on the appearance of an armed fleet. In 1674 the 
Company determined to abandon the place as untenable. They changed 
their plan ere it was too late, and refortified it. Three years later 
Sivaji swept down upon the district, but the defences averted his 
attack. Aucangzeb, in the ^lourse of his campaigns, also threatened 
Madras, and for long it seemed the most precarious foothold of the 
English in India. In 1681 its president had to relinquish his control 
over the Bengal factories. 

Amid the growing confusion these latter also experienced a time of 
trouble. The principal station was now the factory of Hughli which, 
like that of Kasimbazar, lay so far in the interior as to be beyond the 
reach of sea-going ships. The viceroy of Bengal, fast becoming an 
independent sovereign, was therefore able to oppress the Company’s 
servants with impunity. After years of intolerable exactions a native 
attack upon Hughli in 1686 brought the grievance to a n1iTnfl.v. In 
default of a remedy, the continuance of English trade in Bengal was 
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impossible. As in Bombay, however, the time brought forth the man. 
Job Chamock, after thirty years’ service in India, became head of tlie 
Bengal coimcil in 168G. Ho had married a Hindu widow whom he 
was said to have rescued from her hasband’s funeral pyre. This fact, 
and his adoption of native ways of life, rendered him suspect to his 
fellow-countrymen, who falsely accused him of 'paganism. But, if 
there was something repulsive and uncongenial in his character, there 
was in it also a hard and unyielding trait which could dare all and 
suffer all, and which proved the salvation of liis employers’ interests 
in the Ganges delta. In 1686 he evacuated Hiighli and moved thirty 
miles down the river to a spot where the rising bank overlooked an 
anchorage accessible to the Company’s ships. On the In.nG side jungle 
and swamps afforded defence against armies whilst they threatened 
death from disease. The place was uninhabited during the greater 
part of the year, and Charnock and his followers had to live in tents and 
boats under the burning sun. To the majority it seemed madness to 
attempt to settle there. Nevertheless on this site rose the city of 
Calcutta. 

The viceroy of Bengal, now at open war with the English, followed 
with an army. Chamock had to leave his new post in 1681, only to 
stand stubbornly at two more points in succession and to return 
undaunted to Calcutta before the close of the year. Once more he 
abandoned the place, this time in compliance with orders from Madras. 
In 1690, peace being restored with the viceroy, he occupied Calcutta 
for the third time and fin,ally. The mortality from disease was still 
terrible — ” death overshadowed every living soul ” — and the merchants 
would gladly have returned to the bondage and comparative ease of 
Hughli. But Charnock was resolute for a defensible factory at any 
cost. He died in January, 1693, but his work lived.^ In 1697-8 his 
successors bruit Fort William on the scene of his labours, and by the 
end of the century the future capital had 1200 English inhabitants. 

Charnock’s war in Bengal had merged in a wider struggle which 
definitely marked the transition to the new policy of using aTTnnG force 
in India. In 1681 Sir Josinh Child and Sir John Child gained control 
of the Company’s affairs, the former as governor in London, and the 
latter as president at Surat and Bombay." In spite of the common 
surname, they were not related to one another. Under their guid- 
ance the Company decided to make war upon the Mogul in order 
to extort fair play for its servants in Bengal and elsewhere. It 
imderestimated the strength of the empire it was assailing , and 
failed to provide adequate forces for the grandiose campaign it had 
planned. To the two Childs it is but fair to say that others con- 
curred in the decision and that they entered upon the adventure 
very unwillingly, conceiving it to be the only course open to them . 
The outcome in Bengal was happier than elsewhere. Auiangzeb 
turned fiercely upon i£e factories at Surat and Masulipatam, cutting 

* Por fuller details of Chamock’s career see Hunter’s British India, ii, pp. 240-71. ' 
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ofi the trade and imprisoning^ the merchants. The English could 
retaliate only hy stopping the pilgrims voyaging to Mecca sea. hi 
1690 the Company Vas glad to patch up a peace on somewhat dpigrai^iTi g 
terms, an arrangement facilitated hy the death of Sic JoSn 
upon whom the emperor’s resentment chiefly concentrated itself. ’ 

The two Dutch wars of Charles n.’s reign had httle effect upon 
English fortunes in India. In the first a Dutch fleet cruised off Surat, 
but dread of the Mogul power forbade it to attack the factory. In 
the second the Company lost several ships, captured in the Bay of 
Bengal, and a Dutch force appeared off Bombay. Gerald Aungier 
had, however, made progress with his fortifications, and the enemy 
decided that the place was too strong to be attacked. Elsewhere the 
Company definitely abandoned its claim to Pulo Rim, and in 1683 
evacuated Bantam, intending thenceforward to concentrate its efforts 
upon India. St. Helena, occupied first under the Commonwealth, 
was lost and retaken in 1673. The crown granted it to the Company, 
which founded a small settlement on the island to serve as a resting 
place on the long voyage round the Cape of Good Hope. 

The troubles experienced by the Company’s servants in India were 
the inevitable accompaniments of Asiatic trade. They were seldom 
more than local in their effects, and whilst one factory was filling the 
record with its misfortunes the others were quietly making enormous 
gains for the shareholders. Figures best illustrate the Company’s 
general prosperity under the Restoration. The sum of £370,000 paid 
up at the bednmng of the period remained the nominal share capital 
until 1682. In that year the directors were able to double every 
holder’s share out of the profits in hand, thus raising the total to 
£740,000.^ In spite of this nominal doubling tiie market Value of the 
entire stock ten years later stood at £1,069,000. In 1693 a new issue 
of stock brought the total to £1,488,000, valued in the following year 
at £1,213,000. The dedine in the market price may thus be seen 
to have set in well after the fall of James II. It was in fact due to 
political changes arising from the events of 1688. During the whole 
period 1657-1691 the average annual dividend was about 26 per cent. 
In the decade 1672-82 the total division amounted to 380 per cent., 
of which 100 per cent, constituted the scrip dividend above mentioned, 
and the remainder was in cash. The stock reached its topmost price 
in 1683 when a £100 share fetched £600 in the market. 

Such success was in itself dangerous. In the days of its adversity 
the Company had been accused of mismanaging a national asset; 
now the cry went up that a few sel^ monopohsts were eng r naaing the 
richest trade in the world. So long as diaries II. and his brothei 
retained the throne the holders of their charters could afford to dis- 
regard the jealousy of outsiders. Both the royal brothers were 

The figures are token pirneipally from Soott’s Joint Stock Oom/panm, i. pp. 303, 
308, 325, ete. As given ahove they are in round numbers, neglectme fruotions ol 
£1000 
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bhemselves stockljolders, and both were anti-Dutch in their sym- 
pathies. But outside the court drele powerful infl^uences were hiding 
their time to pull down the favoured, corporation. The feeling of 
the country became ever more inclined to the liberal institutions of 
Holland, and hostile to the tyrannous ideals of Prance upon which the 
Stuarts and their Company seemed together to rest their claims. 
Successful merchants and shipowners longed to take part in the eastern 
trade ; many of them could only do so under the stigma of interloping 
and by the use of false papers and clandestine clearances from Spanish 
ports. Textile manufacturers swelled the clamour, declaring that the 
import of muslins and calico took the bread from English craftsmen’s 
mouths. The Levant Company complained bitterly of unfair com- 
petition, and pointed to its regulated constitution as the model of 
commercial liberty. All these rivals used eveiy argument, sound and 
unsound, against the East India fiaonopoly, the old buUionist out- 
cry of the country’s peril from the export of silver once more exploited 
the credulity of the simple-minded. 

The Company was not at first so selfish as its opponents declared. 
It allowed any English subject under the age of forty to dweE in 
India and engage in the port to port trade, reserving to itself only the 
monopoly of transport to Europe. Even for the latter it issued licenses, 
as many as twelve “ permission ships ” putting to sea in the course 
of a single year. To its own servants it allowed generous opportunities 
for private ventures — at one time the employ^’ trade amounted to 
one-third of that done for the shareholders’ account.^ Perhaps by 
reason of this intentional laxity we find few complaints of interloping 
in the first half of Charles II.’s reign. But as the Stuart period mew 
to its closS there was here as elsewhere throughout the empire a 
tightening of discipline by the authorities accompanied by a corre- 
sponding hardening of opposition to their control. At home and 
abroad Englishmen ranged themselves instinctively on the side of 
tyranny or of liberty, as some put it, of good government or disorder, 
as the alternatives appeared to others. The Bast India shareholders, 
as a body, were in no doubt as to their choice. Under the leadership 
of Sic Josiah Child they leaned to the court and their royal patroM, 
sharing with the French long the odium of financing the hated standmg 
army, whilst Sic John Child revived their extreme claims in the east 
and marched interlopers in chains through the streets of Bombay. 

Sir Josiah Child had, like many other leading men of the Restoration, 
served his apprenticeship as a Commonwealth official. His rise to 
Charles II.’s favour was slow, but he received a baronetcy in 1678 
and became governor in 1681. His genius for finance, harshness of 
nature, and stubbornness of will moulded the Company’s fortunes 
through its last years of prosperity, and strove desperately to avert 
the disaster for which they were in part res;gonsible. At the time of 
his accession to power a minority of the shareholders were convinced 

1 Hunter, ii. p. 278. 
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that the monopoly could not for ever be made gqod against outade 
ambitions. Of thi^s body Thomas PapiUon became the leader. Politics 
embittered the dissension which thus broke out. Child was a moii’ 
archist, PapiUon almost a republican. The former saw that tSe charter 
was as safe as the throne ; the latter envisaged the overthrow of both. 
When Child became governor PapiUon was chosen deputy-governor. He 
and his party proposed to wind up tlie existing joint-stock and issue a 
new one, with the subscription-book open to aU appUcmts. In this way 
the external advantages of the monopoly would have been preserved, 
and internally its basis would have been broadened so as to include 
the unprivileged outsiders. Sir Josiah stood firm for the maintenance 
of the vested interest, and he carried with him the majority of the five 
hundred shareholders. The reformers sold their stock and withdrew 
from the contest. PapiUon was not aUowed to retire unscathed. 
His enemies prosecuted him as an eXclusionist. He was fined £10,000 
for sedition, and fled overseas, to return a lew years later in the train 
of WiUiam of Orange. At the same time Thomas Sandys, an inter- 
loper, chaUenged the general validity of royal charters for foreign trade. 
Jeffreys, the lord chief justice, presided at the trial of his case in 
Westminster HaU, taking care in his summing-up to bracket the 
presumptuous interloper with “the horrid conspirators against the 
fang’s life in this last hellish conspiracy ’’ of the Rye House Plot. 
Judgment, as was inevitable, went in favour of the monopoly. It 
maiked the culmination of ChUd’s career and of the Old Company’s 
prosperity. ^ 

The Revolution of 1688-9 was the precursor of misfortune. The 
Bill of Rights under which William and Mary undertook the govern- 
ment, although effecting little theoretical curtailment of the royal 
prerogative, practically made parliament the arbiter in aU questions 
of national importance. Monopolies based solely on royal grants, 
wliilst not absolutely more illegal than before, were thus rendered 
subject to reversal by legislation. The interlopers were quick to 
perceive that their time had come. With Thomas PapiUon at their 
head they subscribed a fund, formed themselves into a society, and 
petitioned parliament in 1690 to throw open the Indian trade. A 
general election and the pressing business of the French war delayed 
their success. Child fought stiffly to the last, expending £80,000 in 
bribes in a single year. But the trend of events was against him. 
In July, 1698, his enemies obtained an Act of Parliament lecogniring 
them as the New or English East Jndia Company in contradistinction 
to the Old or London corporation. The grant was contingent upon 
the New Company lending £2,000,000 to the government at 8 per cent. 
AH subscribers to the loan were to enjoy a proportionate share in the 
Indian trade, with liberty to organize themselves for that purpose 
in any way they thought fit. William confirmed the Act and gave 
three years’ formal notice to the Old Company of the termination of 
its privileges. 
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But the Old Company did not accept defeat. If ita rivals were 
strong at home, it was none the less firmly entreajiched in the east, 
with factories, a loyal staff, and a century’s hard-won eKperience. 
The subscription books for the two million loan were opened and in 
three days the great amount was underwritten. Among the entries 
appeared the name of John du Bois, for the siyn of £316,000, nearly 
oue-sixth of the whole. John du Bois was the secretary of the Old 
Company. 

By this masterly stroke Child and the old hands stood to gain under 
the new Act almost as much as they were losing by the extinction of 
the royal charter. They might trade in what manner they pleased to 
the extent of their holding, and they determined to put to the proof 
their rivals’ ability to establish factories, to attract trade, to negotiate 
with eastern courts, to accumulate prestige in a land which was con- 
servative to the core. The New Company now realized that it yet 
had much to win. It proposed a fusion of interests, but received an 
evasive reply. It sent out presidents, factors and clerks to India with 
orders to open business at aU places where the Old Company was 
already established. Ita untrained servants had little success in face 
of their rivals’ long-standing hold upon the country. In diplomacy 
the new corporation met with its heaviest defeat. Sir William Norris, 
whom it sent as ambassador to Auranezeb, made himself ridiculous 
by his pretensions and his ignorance of me Mogul comt, and narrowly 
escaped being murdered whust making a retirement which resembled a 
flight. 

On all hands the Old Company was foiling the New, but at ruinous 
cost to both. Amalgamation was the obvious remedy for a state of 
afiairs rapidly becoming intolerable. The terms of the union now 
became the issue of the struggle. Both sides looked to parliamentary 
influence to carry the day, and in the general election of 1700-1 the din 
of the rival arguments eclipsed all questions of general politics. Bribes 
flowed like water, and the eighteenth-century system of borough- 
mongering was said to have taken shape from the electioneering methods 
of the East India Companies. At length, iu 1702, the end was reached. 
By the Instnunent of Union of that year the financial issues were ad- 
justed, the Old Company received seven years’ grace in which to 
wind up its affairs, and thereafter the two bodies were to merge into 
The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies. The ammgamation duly took place in 1708-9. 

(ii) The African Companies 

At the Restoration there was no organized trade with West Africa. 
Sir Nicholas Crisp’s company,^ long moribund, had transferred its 
assets on the slave coast to the Bast India Company in 1657. The 
latter body seems to have left the trade largely in the hands of private 
1 See anle, pt, Hi. eh. i. p. 162. 1 
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adveatuTers, who ar^' computed to have lost between them £300,000 
in a few years. 5|]ie Dutch West India Company was in fact rapidly 
monopolizing the/ Slave trade. Its headquarters at Ebnin^ taken 
from the Portuguese in 1637, was the centre of a system which embraced 
some sixteen forts and trading stations,^ some of which had in former 
years been in' Englisl; possession whilst the remainder were inherited 
from the onde magnificent African dominionB of Portugal. 

The slave trade was the life of the West Indian plantations, and the 
statesmen who were consolidating the English colonial empire could 
not re^ content until they had broken the Dutch monopoly. . In 1662 
accordingly Charles II. oWtered The Royal Adventurers of England 
trading into Africa, with the Duke of York as their governor. It was 
this step, more than any other, which brought about the second Dutch 
war. In 1664 Admiral Hohnes went to the Guinea Coast with a naval 
expedition, and added Ehnina and other Dutch possessions to the 
posts which the Royal Adventurers had already received from the East 
India Company. Holmes also refounded James Fort (now Bathurst) 
on the Gambia River, whose banks have remained in English possession 
to the present day.‘^ Hard upon his track came De Ruyter with a 
more powerful squadron. De Ru 3 d»r successively took Goree, Satalone, 
Tacorady, Elmma and Anamabo. Repulsed from Cormantin, the 
English headquarters, he returned to the attack after disposing of the 
minor garrisons. After hard fighting he prevailed, and Cormantin 
surrendered. John Gabessa, a negro, who had taken a leading part in 
the defence, killed himself rather than haul down the flag. 

These reverses, occurring before the trade had been established, 
ruined the Royal Adventurers. By 1672 they were bankrupt, and a 
new chartered body, the Royal African Company, took bver their 
stock and there remaining possessions of James Fort, Cape Coast 
Castle, and Sierra Leone. The Royal African Company, with the Duke 
of York as its governor, began business with a capital of £111,000.® 
At first it was prosperous, although never to the same eictent as the 
other great trading companies of the Restoration. The war of 1672-8, 
in which the Dutch narrowly escaped annihilation as a free people, 
undoubtedly assisted the new venture to consolidate its position. 
For the six years 1676-81 its average annual dividend was 12^ per cent., 
and the stock rose to 245. In the period 1683-92 the annual average 
was nearly 6 per cent. ; thenceforward it dwindled to nothing. The 
Revolution of 1688-9 endangered the monopoly, which, like that of 
the East India Company, lacked pfirliamentary confirmation. The 
African Company was compelled to hcense private traders on payment 
of a royalty towards the upkeep of the forts. Its further history was 

^ Sir H. H. Jobjiston, Hwl. a/ the Colonization of Africa, 2nd edit,, Cambridge, 1013, 
pp. 123-4. 

* Cavston and Keane, Earltf Qharterti Gompanm, p. 232, 

’ ITorfull financial details, see Soott, Joint Stock Companies, yols. i. andii., numerous 
refeienoes. 
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one of continued, disaster. In 1692 it quadrupled the nominal value 
of its stock, increasing the £111,000 to £444,000 .without raising an 7 
further^^ resources in actual cash. After this operation the market 
price stood at about 50 ; in 1697 it was 15 ; in 1708, 6 ; and in 1709-12, 
2. By the latter date the Company was obviously in extremity, and 
a reconstruction inevitable. In 1713 this was carried out, the original 
shareholders losing four-fifths of their investment. The new Company 
at first enjoyed slightly better prospects, but was never a paying 
concern. In 1760 the joint-stock was wound up and the trade was 
continued under a regulated constitution and a new name — the African 
Company of Merchants. This arrangement existed until 1827, by 
which date the slave trade had ceased to be legal imder the British 
flag. On the abolition of the regulated Company the trading stations 
fell to the crown. 

The history of the English African companies is on the whole a 
melancholy one ; deservedly so, as some might be tempted to remark, 
by reason of the trade they carried on. Yet the fact remains that they 
did a useful and even an indispensable work in the economy of the old 
empire. Slaves were necessary to the development of the plantation 
colonies by which a maritime people could best thrive in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centimes. It was only when Great Britain had gained, 
at the close of the latter, an industrial wealth greatly preponderating 
over that derived from the plantations, that she was strong enough to 
abolish the traffic which had made her rich. 

The prime cause of the failure of the Companies was their inability 
to enforce their monopoly. The trade followed a triangular course — 
the outward passage to Africa, the middle passage across to the West 
Indies, and the homeward passage from thence to the British Isles. 
Of these the middle passage, economically the most important, was 
remote from government control. Interlopers and freelances of all 
sorts abounded. Even the Companies’ servants had an eye principally 
to their private trade ; an observer remarked that the slaves who died 
on the voyage were always the Company’s, whilst tho.se belonging to 
the ship’s captain arrived sound and well. The extent of the African 
coast, the difficulties of its navigation, and the sentiments of the 
western planters, all helped to render supervision difficult. 

(iii) The Hudsm’s Bay Company 

The exploration of Hudson’s ^ay by Hudson, Button, Foxe and 
James in the early pail: of the seventeenth century had created much 
excitement in English maritime circles at the time. When, however, 
it became apparent that these discoveries were not destined to open 
up a new passage to the Pacific Ocean the interest of contemporaries 
died away, and for nearly forty years the jpossibilities of commercial 
advantage in the north-west remained donnant. 

In the meantime the Erench were ^tending their aotivities in the 
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St. Lawrence Basin. Their pioneer in this region was Jacques Cartier 
of St. MalOj who had examined and charted the estuary of the great 
river in 1534 and the following years. In 1 605-8 Samuel de Champlain 
planted the first permanent post at Quebec and began to push west- 
wards to the region of the Great Lakes. A lucrative fur trade quickly 
sprang up and determined the future status of the Canadian settle- 
ments. Instead of founding new homes — colonies in the true sense—" 
as the New Englanders were doing, the French developed the fur 
trade to the exclusion of all else. In the earlier decades tuey did not 
even produce enough foodstuffs in Canada for their own support, and 
the fall of Quebec in 1629 was due to the fact that English privateers 
naptured the supply ships from France. In 1627 Rioheueu established 
the Company of New France to monopolize the trade. This body 
developed its territories very slowly, and Louis XIV., under the advice 
of Colbert, replaced it by the Company of the West, with similar privi- 
leges, in 1664. The general policy of the latter, as of its predecessor, 
was to employ the Indians as agents for the collection of furs. Jesuit 
missionaries assisted the work by penetrating fearlessly into the wilds 
and striving to convert the savages, often at the cost of their own 
lives. In one respect the French trading companies suffered from 
the same disadvantage as did their Englah contemporaries. Their 
lucrative monopoly attracted interlopers who were often their own 
dismissed servants. It was from the enterprise of two of these free- 
lances that the English Hudson’s Bay Company took its rise. 

About the year 1659 M^dard Chouart des GroseUliers and Pierre 
Radisson began a series of journeys in quest of furs in tbe unknown 
country around Lake Superior. From the Indians they heard of a 
convenient overland route to the shores of Hudson’s Bay, never hitherto 
visited by the French. They returned to Quebec and attempted to 
convince the authorities that a rich producing area was but waitmg 
to be tapped. The time, however, was inopportune. The new 
Company of the West was making an effort to crush individual enter- 
prise, and discouraged the aspirations of the two pioneers. GroseiUieis 
then journeyed to Boston, arriving there in 1664 shortly after the ap- 
pearance of Colonel NicoUs’ commission from England. At tMs 
point the scheme took the shape of a proposal to trade with Hudson’s 
Bay by sea. The Boston people thought well of it, but had no capital 
to spare, being fully occupied with the development of more certain 
enterprises nearer home. Captain Zachary GiUam, however, a 
Massachusetts seaman, gave Groseijliers and Radisson a passage to 
Europe in his ship, and they crossed over to France in 1666 to lay their 
plans before Colbert and the government of Louis XIV. Two years 
passed in discussion and ultimate discouragement, and GroseUliers at 
length travelled to London with letters of introduction to Prince Rupert 
from Lord Arlington, the English ambassador in Paris. The Prince 
was in no great favour at' court, and was also, for his position, a com- 
paratively poor man. Nevertheless he interested a few friend in the 
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venture, and chartered two small ships to make a trading voyage 
into Hudson’s Bay in 1668. One of these was the Nonsuch belonging 
to Zachary Gillam ; the other need not concern us further, since her 
commander turned back before passing into the bay.‘ 

Groseillicrs accompanied Gillam, Eadisson remaining in England. 
The Nonsuch penetrated into James Bay, the most southerly extension 
of the great inland sea, and on September '29, 1668, the adventurers 
landed at the mouth of Rupert’s River and began the construction of 
Fort Charles, a wooden erection intendtid to serve as a stronghold and 
a trading depot. Before long the Indian tribes began to appear with 
sup^es of beaver. By the following summer Gillam was able to sail 
for England with a good cargo, leaving Groseilliers to hold the fort. 

GiUam’s encouraging report paved the way for the next step. On 
May 2, 1670, Charles II. granted a charter of incorporation to the 
Governor and Company of Merchants Adventurers trading into Hudson’s 
Bay. The governor was Prince Rupert, and the members, seventeen 
in number, included the Duke of Albemarle, Lords Craven, Arlington 
and Ashley, Sb Philip Carteret and Sb Peter Colleton, all of whom we 
have abeady noticed as interested in other trading or colonizing 
ventures of the time. The original capital was £10,500 of which 
Rupert was able to subscribe only £300. The charter conferred upon 
the Company the sole right to trade and establish settlements in 
Hudson’s Bay, to maintain fortifications and armed ships, to make 
war and peace with non-Christian peoples, and to possess on a pro- 
prietary basis all the^ lands siurounding the Bay without inland 
limitation of frontiers. ’ The vast and undefined territory thus assigned 
received the name of Rupert’s Land. 

As compared with other corporations of the period the Hudson’s 
Bay Company began its career on a very modest scale as regards both 
numbers and wealth. One of its professed objects was the discovery 
of the North "West Passage, but in practice it limited itself to the 
fur-trade. From the outset it displayed marked characteristics of its 
own. It maintained a policy of secrecy concerning its gains and the 
nature of its dominions, for long cbculating the idea that the latter 
were tmsuitable for colonization. It avoided also the public brawls 
and discussions which chequered the history of the East India Company, 
and, to a greater extent than did others, the unsound financial operations 
which involved nearly the whole of commercial England in the crash 
of the South Sea Bubble in 1720. It remains at the present day the 
only one of the Tudor and Stqart undertakings which survives as a 
working organization. 

Twelve years of good fortune followed the Company’s establishment. 
The European war of 1672-8 benefited it in common with the other 
branches of English expansiion. An examination of economic details, 
in fact, leaves the conviction that this war, in which Louis XIV.’s 
ambitions seemed to reach theb high-wdtor mark of fulfilment, in 

^ G. Biyce, SetmrkiMe, Jiiatory of the Eudaotia Bay Company, London, 1900, p. 1(L 
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reality completed the foundations of the English, empire of the 
Restoration, and p:;ovided the basis of the maritime wealth which 
enabled England to overthrow France in America and Indm in the 
foUowmg century. In Hudson’s Bay the English traded without 
effective disturbance until 1682, when the first French expedition 
made its appearance. , By that date the Company had trading posts 
at Port Nelson, Charlton Island in James Bay, and Forts Churchill, 
Albany, Yorlc and Severn, in addition to the original establishment 
on Rupert’s River. By this means they were able to exploit the trade 
of the whole southern and south-western shore of the Baj^. 

In 1682-3 the French began hostilities in earnest, claiming that the 
entire operations of the Company were an intrusion upon the territories 
of New France. Both sides alleged priority of discovery, the one by 
sea and the other by land, but such arguments were a waste of words 
amid the actual conditions of the period, when effective occupation 
overrode all considerations of international law. The French expe- 
toion of 1682, under the leadership of Radisson, who had deserted the 
Eu g liab service, captured Port Nelson. The good understanding 
exiating between the courts of Charles II. and Louis XIV. secured its 
restoration, and the Company at the same time strengthened Fort 
Qhutchill with walls seventeen feet thick and an armament of forty 
guns at a cost of £24,000. In 1686 a French force marching overland 
&om Canada captured the whole of the Company’s posts with one 
exception. But m that year England and France concluded a treaty 
of colonial neutrality, and Louis XIV. restored all the conquests 
except Fort Charles. Matters were in this condition when the Enghah 
revolution involved the two nations in formal warfare at home and 
abroad. Their subsequent vicistitudes in Hudson’s Bay will' therefore 
be dealt with in a later chapter. 

The financial history of the Company may, however, be con- 
veniently treated to a somewhat later date.^ Although it made large 
profits it seems to have refrained from paying dividends until 1683. 
The expedition of a single year draing this period took out goods worth 
£650 and brought home furs to the value of £19,000. With its 
resources thus recruited it began tbe division of profits. In the ten 
years 1683-92 the annual cash dividend averaged 274 per cent, in 
addition to a scrip dividend in the latter year by which the nominal 
capital was trebled, becoming £31,600. An original investor who 
sold at market price at this time would have received nearly eight 
times his outlay. As with the other nompanies a period of depression 
followed when the full rigour of the French wars maHa itself felt, but 
the Hudson’s Bay adventurers were fortunate in securing parhamentaiy 
. coiifirmation of their charter and so escaping the additional perils 
1 which beset the old East India Company. From enemy action the 
Hudson’s Bay Company suffered severely. The Treaty of Ryswick, 
owing to heedlessness on tiie part of the English negotiators, had the 

^ The fifEuree are from Soott, vols. i» aod ii* 
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effect of oonfiiming its losses, and it was not nntil foui years after tlie 
Treaty of Utrecht that it was able to resume the p,ayment of dividends, 
intermitted since 1692. The subsequent French wars had a less 
adverse bearing upon its prosperity. 


(iv) The Regulated Qompa/dies 

The older regulated companies participated in the trade revival of 
the Eestoration. We have already followed the history of the Merch- 
ants Adventurers and the Eastland Company to its conclusion.^ The 
Levant Company suffered somewhat from the Dutch wars and from 
the competition of the East India Company in certain branches of its 
trade. But the English tenure of Tangier and the inoreasiug amena- 
bility of the Ottoman empire to civilized diplomatic methods worked 
in its favour. In 1676 it concluded an advantageous treaty with the 
sultan. Under Colbert’s r4gime the French began to supplant the 
Dutch as the Company’s diief rivals in the Mediterranean. The 
Muscovy Company became a regulated body shortly after the Restora- 
tion, Laving been virtual!}^ in suspension under the Commonwealth, 
It had to struggle hard against Dutch competition, and never regained 
the exclusive position it had occupied at the outset of its career. 
Towards the end of the century its trade was again flourishing. In 
1699 membei'ship was thrown open to aU on payment of a fee of £6 
for adnussion. 
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select : Prof. Edward Channing, History of the United States, 3 vols., New York, 
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Osgood’s American Colonies in the SeventeenOi Century, 3 vols.. New York, 1004-7, 
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rlisoursive rather than narrative in method, dealing with piinoi^es in prMerence 
to details. It is therefore stimulating to read in oanjunction with the works 
pieviou^y mentumed. 

Of works dealing with Virginia alone the following are important : P, A. Bruoe, 
Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century, 2 vols.. New York, 1896, 
which is exhaustive aUd aeourato on the branch of the subject indicated by its 
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title ; T. J. Wertenbaker, Virginia under (he Stuarts, Prinoeton, 1914, a re-\vriting 
of the history of the state in tlie light of most recent research ; and Alexander 
Brown, Oenesis of the United States, 2 vols., London, 1890, which, however, 
appeals principally to the student of original documents, of whioh it gives all 
available^for tiie period 1006-lfi, reproducing them for the most part in extenao, 
together with many maps and illustrationa. The best hlnglish life of Captain 
John Smith is that by A. G. Bradley (Engl. Men of Action Series), London, 1906. 
B. Johnson’s Captain John SmUJt, New York, 1916, ^ves the outline of the 
career with faith in the explorer’s own accounts, which some investigators have 
received with caution. 

A number of writers have dealt especially with the history of Maryland. Among 
the more modem are ; P. B.. Jones, Colonization of the Middle Stcdes and Maryland, 
Philadelphia, 1004, one volume of a large and expensive aeries by various authors, 
containing many useful maps and illustrations ; 0. 0. Hall, The Lords Baltimore 
and (he Maryland Palatinate, Baltimore, 1902, a reprinted, course of lectures ; 
and W. J. Russdl, Maryland, the Land of Sanctuary, Baltimore, 1907, written 
from the Catholic point of view. B. 0. Steiner’s Maryland during the English 
Civil Wars, 2 vols., Baltimore, 1906-7, enters more into detail. 

On New England the special authoritira are many and voluminous, owing to 
the politioal and theological interest whioh the subject has exoitcd. A modem 
work covering the whole is that of B. B. James, The Cohnimtion of New England, 
Philadelphia, 1904. Less detailed, but containing the essentials, is The Beginnings 
of New England, by J. Eiske, Boston, 1889, a reprint of a series of lectures. The 
Pilgrim Bepublic, Boston, 1888, by J. A. Goodwin, is a popular, but e^austive, 
account of the Plymouth Colony, and should be read in conjunction with D. W. 
Howe’s Puritan Bepublie of Massachusetts Bay, Indianapolis, 1899. Social 
and religious aspects are dealt with in Tho Puritan in England and New England 
by E. H. ;^ngton, Boston, 1890, and Social Life in Old New England, by M. 0. 
Chawford, Boston, 1914. There are many other works on the same subject. 


CHAPTER V. NEWrOHNBLANI), GUIANA AND THE WEST INDIES. 

The chief Authority for the first of the three regions dealt with in this chapter 
is The History of Newfoundland, by D. W. Prowse, 2nd edn., London, 1896. It 
treats the subject in full detail, reprinting many original documents. A good 
deal of light on the early history of the island is also to be obtained from Sic 
C. P. Lucas’ Historical Geography of die British Colonies, vol. v., part iv., by 
J. D. Rogers, Oxford, 1911. G. L. Beer {op. eit.) has some valuable remarks 
on the economic importance of the fishery. Eor the early history of Nova Scotia 
see E. E. Slafter, Sir W. Alexander and American Colonization, Boston (Prince 
Society), 1866. 

Of the Guiana ventures, with the exception of Ralegh’s, only the hare outlines 
are known. They are to be found in A. P. NdWton, Colonizing Actimties of the 
English Puritans, Yale, 1914, and in the works of W. R. Scott and G. L. Beer 
already oited. Ralegh’s emedition of 1617-8 is described by his various bio- 
graphers and in S. R. Gardiner, History of England, 1603-42, vol. iii., and F. 0. 
Montague, Political History of England, voL vii. 

There is no exhaustive modem history of the earliest En^sh settlements in 
the West Indies. A. E. AspinoU in The British West Indies, London, 1912, gives 
the outliaes of the story, although his book is not primarily historical in its 
purpose. The same may he said of A. K. Fiske’s The West Indies, New York, 
1899. The outliue is also to he found in tlie Historical Geography of (he British 
Colonies, vol. ii. by Sir 0. P. Lucas (2nd ed. revised by 0. Atohley), Oxford, 
1906. The only port of the subject wMoh has been fully elucidated is the history 
of the Providence Island Company, dealt with in D?. A. P. Newton’s work above 
mentioned. 
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CHAPTER VI. THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, 1600-67. 

In spite of its importance, there are comparatively few writers on this period 
of the Company’s history. Sir W. W. Hunter’s Hisiory of British India, 2 vols., 
London, 1899-1900, gives a comprehensive account of the Company’s proceedings 
at home and abroad throughout the Stuart period ; it is a historical work of the 
first quality. Becldes Willson, Ledger and Sword, London, 1903, adds many 
«.f1r1it,inYm.1 details, OS docB Arnold Wright, Marly English Adventurers in the East, 
London, 1917. Dr. W. R. Scott’s Joint Stock Companies goes fully into the 
financial affairs of the Company. The prefaces to the Calendars of Colonial 
Stale Papers and W. Poster, English Factories in India, 1618-21, are also valuable. 
Two articles by the last-mentioned author in the English Historical Beoiew 
should also be consulted ; Charles I, and the East India Company, in vol. xix., 
and An English Settlement in Madagascar, 184B-6, in vol. xzvii. 

CHAPTER Vn. MARITIME DISCOVERY IN THE FIRST HALF 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

A good general account of this subject ie in E. Heawood’s Qeographical Discovery 
in me Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, Cambridge, 1912. For further 
details on particular expeditions see T. A. Janvier, Henry Hudson, New York, 
1909, and numerous publications of the Halduyt Society, notably Early Voyages 
iomrds the North West, ed. J. Bnndall, 1849 ; Henry Hudson the Navigator, 
ed. G. M. Asher, 1860 ; Voyages of William Baffin, ed. Sir 0. R. Markham, 1881 ; 
Voyages of Luke Foxe and Thomas James, ed. M. Christy, 2 vols., 1894 ; and 
Early Voyages to SpUzhergen, ed. Sir M. Conway, 1904. 


CHAPTER Vni. THE PURITAN ASCENDANCY. 

The standard general history of the period oovered by this chapter is S. R. 
Gardiner’s Eislo^ of the GommonweaUh and Protecldule, S vols., London, 1894- 
1903, whioh devotes adequate attention to oolomal and naval affairs. The 
author died before finishing his work, whioh was afterwards oompletfid by Prof. 
C. H. Firth under the title of The Last Years of the Protectorate, 2 vols., London, 
1909. F. C. Montague, iu vol. vii. of the Political History of England covers 
the ground in somewhat leas detail. Seeley’s Growth of British PoUcy, previously 
mentioned, is particularly valuable as throwing light upon CromweU’s external 
ambitions. 

On the oommeroial and economio side the chief authorities are the works 
of Cunningham, Scott and Beer described under the heading of Chapter I. of 
this part. 

For the navy the leading authorities are also the same as there given. Full 
details of the Dutch war, with roprints of the original doouments, appear in 
Lett^s and Papers relating to the First Dutch War, ed. S. R. Gardiner and C. T. 
Atkinson (vols, 13, 17 and 30 of the Navy Records Society’s publications), London, 
1894-9. 

For the colonial policy of the Puritans see Beer’s Origins and Egerton’s Colonial 
PoKcj/ mentioned among the authorities for Chapters BE., HI. and IV. ; also 
paper in the American Historical Beoiew, ml. iv.. The Causes of OromwelVs West 
Indian Expedition, by Fi'ank Strong. 


CHAPTER IX, THE RESTORED STUARTS AND THE SHAP ING 
OF THE MERCANTILE SYSTEM. 

The history of the reign of Sharles II., on a scale comparable to that adopted 
by Froude or Gardiner, has yet to be written. Meanwhile the best Ttin(tBT.n 
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account is that of Prof. E. Lodge in vol. -vin. of the Political History 0 / England, 
London, 1910. The’ same work covers the reign of James II., which receives 
fuller treatment in Macaulay’s History of England, vol. i. 

The colonial policy of the Restoration is e^austively described in G. L. Beer’s 
The Old Colonial System, part i. vols. i. and il.. New York, 1912. TMs author 
works mainly upon documentary evidonco, much of it hitherto untouched, 
and contemporary pamphlet literature. His conclumone revolutionize previous 
conceptions of colonial administration, and the effect of the Navigation Acts. 
They should be read as a corrective to the remarks of earlier American authors 
who arc somewhat prone to disparage both the motives and the results of English 
colonial policy. This branch of the subject also receives attention in Egerton’s 
work already noticed (under pt. hi. chs. ii., iii. and iv.), and in authorities 
on the internal history of the colonies to be mentioned below. P. L. Kaye’s 
English Colonial Administration under Lord Clarendon, Baltimore, 1906, is 
useful, although to some extent superseded by Beer’s work: The Prefaces to 
the various volumes of the Calendar of Colonial State Pa/pers and Acts of the Privy 
Council, Colonial Series, are also valuable. The Mercantile System is philosophi- 
cally treated in 6. Schmoller’s The Mercantile System and its Historic Significance, 
English edn., London, 1896. Eor the purely economic aspect see Cunningham’s 
Modem Times and Scott’s invaluable Joint Stock Companies, already noted. ■ 

Eor the important naval history of the Restoration period the works of Laird 
Clowes, Hannay and Corbett (England in the Mediterranean) still hold good. 
Oppeidiaim’a Administration of the Royal Navy is unfortunately no longer avail- 
able, since it has never been continued beyond 1660. On the other hand, another 
classic authority. Admiral A. T. Mahan’s Influence of Sea Power upon History, 
London, 1890, begins at that date. The uamlridge Modem History, vol. v. 
ch. viil., contains a good account of the organization of the fleet and of the Butch 
wars of 1605 and 1072. 


CHAPTERS X AND xl. THE AMERICAN AND 'WEST INDIAN 
COLONIES UNDER THE RESTORATION. 

Eor general remarks on the bibliography of this subject, as oonoeniing the 
continental colonies, see the list of authorities for pt. iii., chs. ii., iii. and iv. 
Of the works of wide application there mentioned the following hold good for 
the Restoration period : those of Bancroft, Winsor, Doyle, Channing (vol. in) 
and Osgood. In addition Doyle’s later volume on The Middle Gohnies, London, 
1907, takes up the story of New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and treats 
it in the some ample fashion as adopted for the older settlements. Prof. C. M. 
Andrews’ Colonial Self-Government, 1662-89, New York, 1904, forms a companion 
volume and continuation of Tyler’s England in America, which ends at the 
former date. It provides a compact and aoonrate survey of the whole field of 
continental colonization for the period. Beer’s Old Colonial System, desoribed 
above, gives illuminating data on the trade of each colony separately. 

Useful leading authorities on the history of individual colonies are as follows : — 
Carolina : C. L. Raper, North Carolina, a Study in English Colonial Government, 
New York, 1904, a work which goes thoroughly into institutional matters, but 
is not concerned exclusively with the iituart period; E. M’Crady, History of 
South Carolina, 3 vols.. New York, 1897-1901, and Hon. W. A. Courtenay, Genesis 
of South Carolina. Columbia, S.C., 1907, the latter being prinoimlly_ notable for 
a good reproduction of a contemporary map of the region. Virginia! T. J. 
Wertenbaker, Virginia under Cic Stuarts, Prinoeton, 1914, useful for graphio 
details ohosen from contemporary writings, but prone to exaggeration in ecouomia 
matters upon which the author seems to ignore the'iauthority of Beer ; P. A. 
Bruce, Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century, 2 vols., New 
Yor^ 1896, and Institutional History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Oentury, 



322 A SHOUT HISTOET OF BRITISH EXPANSION 


2 vols.. New York, 1910, a very sound authority on the subjeots treated. Mary- 
land: authorities as given for ohs. iL, iii. and iv. Pennsylvania: P. R. Jones, 
Colmizaiim of the Middle States and Maryland, Philadelphia, 1904 ; see also 
art. on Penn in Dictionary of National Biography. New York : .numerous 
modern works, particularly Mrs. M. G. Van Rensselaer, History of New York 
in ffte Seventeenth Century, 2 vols., New Yorlc, 1909. New England : authorities 
as given for ohs. ii., iii. and iv. ; the subject is also thoroughly treated in 
the general works mentioned at the beginning of this section. 

Eor Newfoundland Prowse and Rogers, as mentioned under authorities for 
ch. V. hold good. Beer’s Old Colonial System has a valuable chapter on the 
subject, and references occur in the Prefaces to the Colonial Calendars and Acts 
of the Privy Counoil (Colonial). 

For the West Indies the authorities are os given for oh. v. with the addition 
of Beer’s Old Colonial System and the Prefaces to the Calendars ; also 0. 0, 
Higham, The Lteuard Islands wider the Besloration, Cambridge, 1920. 


CHAPTER XIL THE GREAT TRADING COMPANIES UNDER THE 
RESTORATION. 

For the financial history of the joint-stock companies Dr. W. R. Scott’s work 
is the standard authority, and its detailed analysis is particularly valuable 
for the Restoration period. All the companies, both joint-stock and regulated, 
receive attention in Early Chartered Companies, by 6. Cawston and A. H. ICeane, 
London, 1896, which is, however, planned on a smaller scale. Passing references 
also oeour in Cunningham’s Modem Times. 

The general history of the East Inclia Company for the period is set forth in 
Hunter’s and Becldes Willson’s worlts mentioned under authorities for ch. vi 
It is told more briefly in Sir A. Lyall’s iStse and Expansion of British Dominion 
in India, 5th ed., London, 1910. 

Sir H. H. Johnston’s History of ihe Ccdonization gf Africa, 2nd ed., Cambridge, 
1913, is international in scope, hut gjves a few details on the doings of the Royal 
African Company and -Its predecessors. Others are to be met with in the prefaces 
to the Colonial Gedenddrs. 

Two standard worlts on the Hudson’s Bay Company are Becldes 'Willson’s 
The Qreat Company, 2 vols., London, 1900, and G. Bryce’s Remarkable History 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, London, 1900. Agnes 0. Laut’s Conquest of the 
Great North TFcaf, 2 vols.. New York, 1908, is written in a pioturesque style and 
olaims to revise the story on certain points. 
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FEOM THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION TO THE TREATY OE 

UTRECHT 

In the political history of England the EeTolution of 1688 marks very 
definitely the end-of one state of affairs and the beginning of another. 
A monarchy limited by vague checks from ■which it jplotted always to. 
free itsdf gave place to a monarchy boimd by defimte constitu'fcional i 
rules and reconciled to its position. The change was open, consciously 
made and realized by the nation. The Bill of Eights was its embodi- 
ment. Its implication, foreseen from the outset, was the responsibility 
of the executive ministers not primarily to the sovereign but to the 
representatives of public opinion. 

Internationally also the Revolution involved a conscious change of 
front. The English and the Dutch, the peoples who had hitherto 
truly described themselves as the sea-powers, recognized that whilst 
they had been disputing the supremacy another had arisen which 
bade fair to over^adow both. Accordingly they combined their 
forces against France, and by so doing inaugurated a succession of 
colonial and maritime wars which constitute, for the western nations, 
the leading characteristic of the eighteenth century. 

In the colonies beyond the Atlantic there was, on the other hand, 
no apparent indication that a turning-point in their history had been 
passed. In New England the half-completed schemes of Janies II. 

' collapsed Hke a house of cards ; but since they had had little chance to 
diow whither they would load they left permanent impression, and 
the arrangements which succeeded them savoured rather of restoration 
than of revolution. In the remaining colonies there was virtually' 
no break at all in the visible current of development. Neverthdess, 
as history was in the fulness of tijne to unfold, the fall of the Stuart^ 
monarchy was silently responsible for shaping the future destiny of 
the American nation. It out short the constructive plan of consolida- 
tion and firm control, and it gave free play to destructive tendencies 
at home and abroad which ull^atdy proved the ruin of the old empire ^ 

The general attitude of the colonists was that of accepting the 
Revolution as an accomplished fact and awafting a settlement of out- 
standing questions from home. A section of opinion in Massach usetts 

325 
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favoured a resumption of the government under .the terms of the 
old charter, hut the leaders hung back, conscious that the charter 
was by no means an ideal instrument for their purpose. Its drawback 
was that it did not legally cover all the proceedings which Khd been 
taken in its name. In other words, the rulers of the province had 
■Continually and extensively infringed it. Two years after his accession 
William III. found time to attend to the affairs of New England. He 
issued a new charter to Massachusetts, incorporating with it Plymouth 
and Maine and the regions claimed by England in Acadia and New 
Bruns'wick. Under the new order the governor, lieutenant-governor, 
and secretary were to be appointed by the crown. An assembly was 
to sit as before, but to be elected by voters qualified by o-wnership 
of property instead of by church-membership. A council was. to be 
chosen in a general court consisting of the representatives and all the 
} officials. The governor had a right of veto on legislation, and all 
; Protestants were to enjoy religious liberty. As the- first governor of 
! the new series the crown tactfully appointed Sir WiUiam__Phipps, a 
! natiye of the colony and a self-made man who had risen from the 
position of a ship’s carpenter.’ ./At the same time New Hampshire 
was recognized as a separate colony, the condition which Charles II, 
had designed for it. As to Ehode Island and Connecticut, the crown 
lawyers decided that the confiscation of their did charters had been 
illegal, and they were therefore restored without modification. The 
I northern colonies thus emerged from the Eevolution as a block of four 
unfederated governments. 

In New York ma,tters took a somewhat dSerent turn owing to the 
mixture of races in the population, the fear of French aggression on 
the northern frontier, and the presence of a large number v)f Catholic 
officials in the city. A suspicion gained ground that t he Catholics 
intended to caU in the French and hold the colony'lofTSrng~'3£ffle8. 
^ac ob Leis lerV a Geman of long residence,, stood forward as the leader 
Df the Protestant and revolutionary party. It -was a position he was 
cmable to maintain, since many of his opponents ■were as Protestant 
and revolutionary as himself. The conte^ was one in reahty between 
two factions at issue on local questions. The deputy-governor i of 
James II,’8 appoiutment fledto England, and Leitier seized the supreme 
power which he exercised in arbitrary fashion in the name of William 
/ill. On the arrival of a tew governor from England Leisler wo^d 
not submit to bis authority and was executed for treason. Although 
his actions had been by no means disinterested he seems to have been 
mote harshly dealt ■with than he deserved. Ultimately his relatives 
; phtained the reversal of the judgment and compensation for his death. 

WilHam Penn and Lord Baltimore both lost their proprietary rights 
in their respective provinces, the latter as a Catholic, and the former as 
a notorious friend of James II. Penn, reco'vered his privileges after 

fortune by solving the cargo of a sunken treasure-ship 
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the expiration of two years, but the Baltimores remained excluded 
from Maryland until 1716 when the head of the family became a • 
Protestant. In general the orown tightened its hold upon the pro- 
prietarj^i colonies by acquiring a right of veto upon the proprietors’ 
appointments of deputy-governors. In 1702 Delaware obtained 
political separation from Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys were united 
as one crown colony, their proprietors surrendering their rights. 
Virginia and the Carolinas preserved unbroken the continuity (3 all 
their institutions. 

On the whole the settlement effected by William III. perpetuated 
.the arrangements made by Clarendon after the Restoration, with a 
slight addition to the power of the crown. The colonies were therefore 
in the condition of enjoying representative .but not rraponsible govern- 
ment. Their' elected assembhes could air their grievances and ndtiate^ 
legislation, but they had no direct means of enforcing their 'vrishes or ^ 
ridding themselyps of executive officials who might be distasteful" to ' 
them. The Commons of England had been similarly placed under 
James I. and Charles I., with oivil war and revolution as the outcome. 
In New England the disadvantages of the system had shown them- 
selves as soon as the later Stuarts set about the enforcement of the 
Navigation Acts, with the Erench menace..^nging like a cloud upon 
the horizoij. to drive the lesson home._ JameslI., with his Dominion 

New England, had tackled the probleSTafter-one' fashion. Had 
'ten years been allowed him instead of three he might have made his 
experiment a sucCesS, in winch case the empire would probably have 
become a military organization such as Erance contemplated in the 
eighteenth century, and world-democracy would have waited long ere 
coming into its own. William III. allowed the plan of consolidation , 
to faU to the ground, never td^be effectua lly resume d: ■He"li®d still 
another dteriiative';- He iffight'havrfllHtSaTSS^Slffisible government ' 
to the colonies with complete control of thei r ow n le gisl ation and 
executive. The collapse of the laws of_ trade and the coloniM system , 
as then established would speedily have followed, a result wMch the ' 
ruling classes in England woidd have refused to tolerate for an instant. • 
He chose therefore to leave the problem of colonial governance in an 
unsolved .and unsatisfactory condition, between two irreconcilable 
propositions : that the mercantile system d e manded the economic 
subordination of the colonies to the iflqfher-couiitry ; 'and' that a 
S6lf:reliant population, steadily growing until it began to count itself 
in miiiroris,^~would not for eVer remain subject "to a gdvefnBaeht separ- 
' ated'frOm it by a three' nibnthi’ "voyage." 'The""col6mal system had 
been a good one in 1660 — perhaps the omy one possible. Thirty years 
later its very success demanded an overhaul of its machinery, and the 
opportunity was missed. 

^ la the eighteenth oeatury the population of the Amerioan colonies roughly dottbled 
itself every twenty 3rears. That of rhigland incieos^ from about 5,500,000 in 1700 
to abodt 6,600,000 ia 1760 
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Tlie question of the Navigation Acts ere long came again into 
prominence. A short period of laxity in their administration followed 
the Revolution. Boston slipped back into its old ways. New York 
was an espedal ofiender, one-third of its trade according# to one 
estimate being contraband. Philadelphia also _ incurred suspicion, 
and Edward Randolph, returning -to America in his old capacity, 
declared that even the Chesapeake colonies were shipping many 
illicit cargoes of tobacco to Europe. Extensive infring ement penalized 
the merchant who complied with the law, anSTpn the petition of the 
traders of London, Liverpool and Bristol the government took the 
matter up and passed in 16 96 the last Navigation, Act.-of_^neral 
ijapplication. This measure, entitled An Act for preventing. Frauds 
f and regulating Abuses in the Plantation’ Trade, required that colonial 
governors should take oath to enforce the existing Acts und'erlpehalty 
of £1000 and'clismissal,' extended to colonial ports the entermg and 
clearing formalities observed in England, invalidated. aU colonial laws 
contrary to the Acts, and decreed the setting up of admiralty cour ts 
in the American colonies. Subsidiary clauses also tended to the same 
end, the strengthening of the power of the crown officials to deal with 
evasions.*- The Act seems to have had the desired effect, and a period 
of strict administration set in which lasted until the Duke of Newcastle 
took charge of colonial affairs under the premietship cif Walpole.® 

In 1696 also a new arrangement came into being for the conduct 
•of colonial business in London. William III. at his accession had 
perpetuated the existing Lords of Trade, merely .replacing individuala 
imfavouiable to himself by others whom he (S)uld trust. Parliament, 
however, showed an increasing desire to take colonial affairs under its 
own supervision, and a strongly-baokeddSirTOs introduced into the 
Commons for that purpose. To prevent such an invasion of the royal 
prerogative William forestalled the initiative of Parliament by creating 
a new Board of Trade and Plantations conasting of eight salaried 
members chosen for their knowledge of colonial hnsiness, but not of 
, necessity members of the Pri-vy Council. Of the first Board the Earl 
of Bridgewater was president and John Locke and William Blathwayt 
were members. The chief ministers of state were also e® officio entitled 
to attend the meetings, but seldom did so. The Board of Trade, 
like the bodies which preceded it, had no executive power of its own. 
It was a consultative and advisory body looking to the king’s ministers 
Ho carry out its recommendations. The minister specially charged 
with colonial matters was the secretary of state for the southern 
^department, who issued instructions to the several governors, and 
exercised all colonial patronage. The Board of Trade during the first 
thirty yearn of its existence proved a vigorous and sensible body. 
It worked hard for the enforcement of the Navigation Acts, the sup- 

® Chajimijig, EUhyry of U.S., ii. pp. 273-4. 

® Q. L. Beer, Oomimereial Polioy of EngUmd towards ths Amerioan Colonies, New 
York, 1893, p. 131. , 
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pression of piracy, tte increase of tlie power of the crown as exercised 
through colonial officials, and the consolidation of the colonies for 
military defence. In -1701, 1706,-1716 and 1722, it prom oted pailia- 
menta^ legislation for abolishing the colonial oFaxEers. It failed on 
each occasion, but it was mainly through its -induence that the pro- 
prietors of New Jersey, and later those of Carcjina, surrendered their 
rights to the crown. The earlier appointments to the board were nearly 
ah of able men with a knowledge of their work. After the accession 
of the House of Hanover the large salary — ^£1000 per annum — ^proved 
a bait for needy place-hunters, and the increase of parhamentary 
corruption permitted a steady deterioration in the type of man ap- 
pointed. The change was first noticeable about 1724, and by 1740 
the board had become a farce.’^ 

From the time of the Restoration, as we have seen, the dominant 
motive of the mercantilists who influenced En ghsh policy had b een the 
mamtenanoe. of ■a favou rable balance of trade, that is an excess of 
exports over imports, m their Intercourse 'mth fdfei^ countries.® 
Their ''ObiePt, “the 'amassing of national wealth, had been identical 
with that of the more ancient buUionists whom they supplanted and 
who had sought to achieve it by the simple process of prohibiting the 
export of the precious metals. The succe ss of the East-India Company, 
largely based upon the transference of silver to Asia, had cast doubts 
upon bullionist principles, and the ranks of the mercantilists had been 
largely recruited from the East India investors. Under the later 
Stuarts the colonists had been few in numbers and engaged for the most 
part in exploiting a virgin soil for the production of exotic wares such 
^as tobacco and sugar, the bulk of which was re-exported from England 
I to the European continent at a great profit. T^e mercantil istB of that 
; day therefore valued colonies principally as a source of supply. To- 
I wafdF^'end of the seventeenth'caitury achange of ^new^cadually 
began to set in. New England, hitherto regarded as of little worth, 
increased mightily in population. The whole block of middle colonies, 
unproductive of tropical goods, sprang into existence and flourished 
rapidly. The southern colonists jand the West Jndian. planters likewise 
multiplied, whilst confining their energies to producing a few staijles 
to the exclusion of the general necessaries of life. A large and expanding 
colonial demand for European manufactures thus came into being, and 
the mercantilists at home awoke to the fact that the colonies as a market 
might be worth their attention to an even greater extent than as a 
source of stock-in-trade for exchapgs with European rivals. 

1 For the whole eubjeot see 0. M. Dickerson, Amenean Colonial Oovemmenl, 1690- 
1765, Clevdand, Ohio, IqIs ; and Chfuiuiag, ii. pp. 230-1, 234-6. 

’ It is wrong to regard the mercantile theory as altogether follaoions in the_ time 
in which it was devised. C£. W. A. S. Hewine, Anglian Trade and Finance in the 
Seventeenth OeMury, London, 1892 : “ The development of finance, 'iSie telegraph, 
and ooean-going steamers have destroyed the conditions which rendered possible 
the theory of the belanoe of trade. So far as it went, it was a sinoeie and more or 
less accurate attempt to solve on intiicate problem ” (p. 131). ^ . ' 
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Other factors contributed to the change. Prance, under the 
ministry of Colbert, had developed her West Indian, African and 
Asiatic interests uni^ she had become a competitor with England in 
the sale of tropical produce. At home science was begmning apply 
itself’ to industry, feebly, it is true, insigni&cantly as compared with 
later achievements, but to a sufficient extent to show an advance in 
industrial enterprise. In politics the employer of labour, in con- 
junction with the landed interest which supplied the raw material 
for -fie woollen manufacture, acquired an increasing weight by reason 
of the supremacy of parliament. The merchant pure and simple had 
no longer the preponderant voice in national concerns which he had 
enjoyed under the Eestoration, when nearly every statesman, from 
the sovereign downwards, had taken part in oceanic trade. 

All these considerations led, in the half-century following the 
Eevolution, to a shifting of the centre of gravity of the mercantile 
system which entailed important consequences to British expansion 
overseas. ''y^he mercantilists stili worshipped the balance of trade, 
but they sought more and more to attain it by fost ering home industry 
, bv every means in their ^nower, and^ by looJdngIto 1Eh6' bQlbmea'’ firBt for’ 

exclus i ve market and^con^y f o r a supply of raw ma teriar w hen- „ 
■ ever sno^ could not be^ produced at hoi^ 33” early landmark 
illustrating the process occurs in the reign of William III. About 1670 
the East India Company had begun to import Indian textiles on a 
large scale. In 1688 an agitation against this business became pressing, 
and gathered force until it-jssued in an Act of 1699 (strengthened in 
1721) prohihiting such impbrts in the avowSd interest of the home 
woollen industry.^ As we shall see, the same principles operated to 
the suppression, for the same reason, of infant American manufactures. 
All this did not, of course, imply that the colonial principles of the 
Eestoration were lost sight of. They continued theoretically in full 
operation, although the extent of meir practical application varied 
from time to time"'. What it did actually amount to was that hence- 
forward two mercantile and colonial systems existed side by side — 

! /the old one, partly political in ite intention, concerning itself with 
imperial self-sufficiency, the production of naval stores, the breeding 
of seamen and the increase^ of British shipping ; and the new one, 
purely economic, solely and relentlestiy bent upon fostering the industry 
and profits of the manufacturer at home. 

'■ Consdsiisg the mothe r-country and the colonies as a whole the 
Itevj9lytion^made"for no puHlyi^ qf’ the arimiSS^ation'os 'rais^^^ 
Bocnal tone. There Was at least as mu^'suspicdbri of corrupt and 

* Cunninghata, Modem Times (part i.), pp. 463-6. On, tlie whole question compute 
W. E. H. Eeeky, England in the EighteenA Century, London, 1892, ii. p. 240 ; N. A. 
Brisco, Economic Polkij of Bobert Wcdpole, New York, 1907, pp. 19-20, 120-31 j G- L. 
3^, Commercia Policy towards Odloniea, pp. 77-90, and British Colonial Policy 1764-66, 
Now York, 1907, pp. 136-40. fThe idea of colonies primarily as a mairket was an old 
been a pconiinent' inducement to ooloniKatioh in the mouths of 
the Elizshethan projeotots. 
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unfair motives attaching to the parliamentary legislation after 1688 
as to the royal control of trade and colonies in the preceding period. 
The very existence of a royal family in exile had its effect upon im- 
perial jfi^licy. France supported the Stuarts. The future of the Whigs 
was bound up with their exclusion. France also had supplanted the 
Dutch as England’s chief competitor. The , Whigs were therefore 
warlike and protectionist, and thus determined the national pre]‘udice | 
and predilection until the old empire came to an end. Among the 
Tories on the other hand appeared the first germs of free-trade prin-’ 
ciples and a faint suspicion that national well-being might not after 
all depend wholl 3 r upon the depression of neighbouring peoples. Their 
tentative essays in this direction were merely instinctive, or perhaps 
even factious ; but the commercial clauses proposed by Tory states- 
men whilst negotiating the Treaty of Utrecht ^ were at least si^ficant 
of a new trend of thought which had to wait until the end of the 
eighteenth century for its justification by rational argument. 

In colonial enterprise during the period 1688-1713, apart fromi 
"• warlike acquisitions, the principal development occurred in South j 
1 Carolina. Here, about the year 1688, began the planting of rice, a 
|bag of seed having been'^ven to a colonist by the captain of an East 
Ijln^an ship. Rice-plantina took root and ftomiahed amazingly, 

I becoming in a short time tiio staple industry which the colony had 
hitherto lacked. The commodity was not in great demand in England, 
but found a ready sale in Germany and also in the Mediterranean? 
’.'countries, where it ousted the rice formerly obtained from Egypt.' 
In 170 4, wh en the Oardlina export had become considerable, it was’ 
placedT on Bie enumerated list, so that it should be shipped solely by i 
way of England. This had the effect of decreasing its sale in Portugal 
and the Mediterranean. But central Europe still took the bulk of the 
output,* and the prosperity of South Carolina continued to increase. 
The West India,n product of molasses, used in making rum, was 
enumerated at the same time. The outbreak of tbe Spanish Succession 
War gave occasion for another attempt to make the colonies a pro- 
ducing area for naval stores. The balance of trade with the Baltic 
countries was heavily against England, and Sweden in particular was 
adopting a hostile attitude whi(i thieaitened to cut off the supply. 
An Act of 1704 accordingly provided for bounties to be paid on colonial 
hemp, timber, pitch and tar. On the supply of the two first-named 
articles the measure had little effect, but it stimulated a considerable 
industry in the last two iu Carolina and the southern colonies.® The 
more rapid general progress of fhe American colonies as compared 
with the West Indian islands was a characteristic of the period. 
Barbados and the smaller islands had nearly reached the limit of &eir 
expansion, and were beginning to suffer from French competition 
and an extravagant standard of Sving among the planters. Exhaustion 

^ See below, pp. 336-7. * Beer, Commercial Policy, etc., p. 64. 

* 7b' ' on 04-in'> 
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of the soil was also hecoming apparent ; in Barbados it was reckoned 
that 30 acres of sugar required 150 slaves, while in the Prench islands 
the same area was cultivated by 30 or 40 workers.’- Jamaica gradu- 
ally developed, and supplanted Barbados as the richest Its 

first capital. Port Royal, was destroyed by an earthquake in 1692, by 
a fire ten years later, and by a hurricane in 1722. Kingston, the present 
capital, became the seat of government in 1870. 

'• Scotland had hitherto been shut out from all legitimate share in 
, the English empire. The laws of navigation had, from their first 
, enactment, sought to exclude Scottish smps and merchants from the 
colonial trade as rigidly as if they had been Dutch or Prench. In 
practice there had been some evasion, and in particular Scottish 
seamen had been tacitly accepted as forming part of the quota of 
national members necessary for the legal maiming of ships. But 
the situation was such as a high-spirited nation could not endure 
for ever, and the years succeeding the Revolution seemed to provide 
a fit opportunity for Scotsmen to claim a share in oceanic enterprise. 
Of the scheme actually brought forward William Paterson was the 
originator. In 1695 an Act of the Scottish Parliament established a 
iompany to trade with Africa and' the Indies, bnth East apd West, 
rith a licence to seize unoccupied lands and a monopoly for thirty-one 
rears. Of the necessary capital £300,000 was to be raised in Scotland 
nd a like sum in London, where Paterson hoped to obtain support 
icom the rivals of the old East India Company. The latter body 
iroved, however, sufficiently strong to secure the annulment of the 
Slnglish investment, and the royal veto on direct Scottidi trade with 
Inffia. Pinally Scotland alone raised a subscription of £400,000, 
of which Tittle more than half was actually paid up. At %his point 
(1696) Paterson propounded the plan which was finally adopted. 
This was to form a trading colony upon the Isthmus of Darien or 
Pa na ma, a point which Drake bad long ago recdgidzed as one of the 
great strategic centres of the world, and to make it an entrepot to 
replace the illusory Northwest Passage as a connecting link between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific. .In the projector’s own words, “ this 
I*® ^he universe will enable its proprietors to 
give law to both oceans, and? to become arbitrators of the commercial 
worid.” 

On paper the scheme was promising, but Paterson failed to allow 
for two factors which were -to prove its undoing — ^the deadliness of the 
climate, and -the power of Spain, ^ He himself lost his' controUihg 
iiiluence owing to financial irregularities which proved him to have 
be^ careless rather than dishonest, and when the first espedition 
sailed m 1698 he accompanied it in a subordinate capacity. Rive ships 
TOd 1200 men quitted Leith amid scenes of tremendous enthusiasm. 
On their arrival at Dari^ -towards the end of,- the year misfortunes 

1817%^ 1700.1703, New Haven, 
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at once began to fall upon tbe luckless colonists. After great snfEeringa 
tie survivors abandoned tbe place in June, 1699. Five months later 
a relief force arrived in ignorance of the departure of the pioneers. 
Siclme^ smote the second body also, and the survivors capitulated to 
a Spanish force in April, 1700.’- 

! The disaster paved the way for the union of Glreat Britain. The 
•English government had been openly unsympathetic, and the West 
In£an colonies had afforded no relief to the hard-pressed settlers on 
‘Darien. Scotland, furious with the indignation, refused to be bound 
by the English arrangements for the succession after the death of 
Queen Anne, and there was a probability of a Jacobite restoration in 
Edinburgh when that event should take place. The only alternative 
was the union of the governments, which was finally carried in 1707 on 
terms which admitted Scotsmen in full equality to E-ngliah commerce 
and colonies. • An important factor in securing their acquiescence was 
the repayment by England of the money lost by the Danen investors. 

^ In considering the colonial developments under William m. and 
Arm fl it is necessary to remember that they took place under the 
■ pressure of the most intensive foreign war which modern England had 
yet waged. The situation in 1689 was similar to that faced by the 
Commonwealth forty years before, with the added disadvantage that the 
greatest maritime power of the continent was openly supporting 
' the cause of the exiled Stuart king. It was to the navy therefore that 
the Revolution government owed its 'survival and the preservation 
onts colonies. In a very real sense the American colonists, indirectly 
taxed as they were for the maintenance of imperial power, recaved a 
full return in Security from French aggression during the Wars of the 
Grand Alliance and the Spanish Succession. It was a debt which they 
hardly admitted and very imperfectly realised, for the governments 
of that day condescended to no propaganda by which they might have 
explained the true position. Thus few Americans ever faced the 
fact that a squadron cruising in the English Channel might prevent 
the capture of New York. 

After the close of the last Dutch war in 1674 Charles II. had allowed^' 
the fleet to fall rapidly into decay. Incompetence and dishonesty 
sapped its strength both moral and material ; even newly-built ships 
were fpund unserviceable within a short time of their launch. The 
.DuM of York regained control in 1684, and ascended the throne in 
the following year. In the short time allowed him he did much to 
'^restore efficiency,® but his general proceedings alienated the seamen in 
common with the rest of the people, and when the invasion came the 
navy lifted no finger in his defence. The Dutch fleet also deteriora'ted, 
more rapidly than the English, with the result that in 1688 the two 
combined were inferior to that of France, still benefiting by the maritime 
enthusiasm which Colbert had set on foot. 

1 See J. S. Boibour, William Pateraon and She Darthn Otmt^any, Edinburgh, 1907. 

. * Oawhridge Mod»n EiaL v. pp. 170-1, 176 ; Mahan, Sea Pomer, etc,, p. 176. 
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i WiUiam HI. iniglit never have landed on the English shore had it 
not been for the blunder of Louis XIV., who allowed' his fine navy to 
stand idle whilst he concentrated all his force in an attack upon 
Germany in 1688. This permitted the invaders to sail uhfeiudered 
down the Channel, a portion of their armament actually sighting the 
English warships, which likewise made no determined move to check 
them. By the end of" the year James had fled and the Convention 
had been summoned to offer the crown to his nephew. James crossed 
. to Ireland in 1689. The greater part of the country received hhn 
' joyfully, and he might have secured it permanently if Louis XIV. had 
made full use of the French fleet.^ But the latter did little to prevent 
the transit of William in pursuit in 1690, and the Battle of the Boyne 
drove James into exile for the second time. The remaining Jacobite 
forces capitulated at Limerick in the following year. 

Too late to save Ireland, the French fleet sought che command of 
I the sea in 1690. On the day of the Boyne victory the Comte de 
iTouxville defeated a combined English and Dutch fleet at Beaohy 
1 Head. The allies lost over a dozen diips, but their maritime resources 
soon enabled them to make, good their deficiencies. Louis, on the other 
hand, did not follow up his success. He devoted less money to his 
fleet and more to his armies, with the result that the command of the 
sea fell to his enemies. In 1692 de Tourville opposed Admiral Russell 
with a very inferior force. He was defeated off Cherbourg and a part 
of his fleet was caught and destroyed at Cape La Hogue, whilst the 
remainder fled to St. Malo. Next year de Tourville appeared at sea 
for the last time with a fighting fleet. He captured part of a great 
convoy of merchantmen bound for the Levant. Thenceforward 
] Louis ceased to employ his navy in great operations, but the seamen 
I who were no longer wanted for the warships took service in privateers 
\ which inflicted immense damage on English commerce. This was the 
golden age of French privateering, but it had little effect on the issue 
i of the war. 

V In America the war began with raids on the New York frontier 
towards Canada. The Iroquois or Five Nations with whom James 
II.'s governors had struck an alliance, held to their engagements, 
but frequently grumbled at the apathy of the English colonists who, 
they complained, left them to do all the fighting. In 1690 Massachu- 
setts raised forces with which’ Sir William Phipps captured Port Royal 
in Nova Scotia. A more amhitious attempt on Quebec and Montreal 
later in the year failed utterly at a cost to the colony of £40,000. 
Frontenac, the governor of Canada," pointed out to his master the 
unfortified condition of New York, and urged him to capture it with a 
fleet from France.® But the transference of sea-power to the aJlies 
rendered the project impossible. In Hudson’s Bay the adversaries 
were more equally matched. Port Nelson, regarded as the key- 

^Maian, p, 180. • ■ ' 

* Hon. J', 'Vy, S'ortesottB, Eiat. of ihi -BriUah Army, ii. p. 262. 
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position of tlie Bay, changed hands regularly nearly every season from 
1691 to 1697. In the latter year the French captured it for the third 
time after a desperate naval action off the coast. Storm and battle 
annihili^ed the opposing squadrons and the French survivors, struggling 
to shore, nerved themsdves to the capture of the fort as the alternative 
t.n starving in the wilderness. The Treaty of Ryswiok, signed in 1697, 
had the effect of leaving Port Nelson in French hands, together with 
most of the remaining factories. Fort Albany, recaptured in 1693, 
was the sole remnant left to the Hudson’s Bay Company of its once 
promising possessions in Rupert’s Land. In other respects the treaty 
restored colonial matters to the state existing before the war. 

The respite was of short duration, the struggle breaking out again as 
the War of the Spanish Succession iDarely four years later. Its object,. ■ 
so far as the English and Dutch were concerned, was to prevent the 
Spanish Netherlands and the sea power and colonies of Spain from . 
falling into the hands of Louis XIV. The allies began with a great 
preponderance in naval force. They improved their position by the 
taking of Gibraltar, stormed by Sir George Rooke and Sir Cloudesley 
ShoveU on August 4, 1704. The place had been weakly held by 
Spain, and its retention during the ensuing twelve months was a 
more arduous and heroic business than the original capture.^ Three 
weeks after that event the French fleet from Toulon moved to retake 
it. The resulting Battle of Malaga, the only fleet action of the war, 
although inflicting no great damage, caused them to give up the project 
and retire to their ports. Thenceforward the English navy was supreme 
on every sea. France last trust in her fleet, and allowed it to dwindle 
into feebleness. Even her privateering was far less successful than 
during the War of the Grand AUianoe. Her commerce perished at the 
I'Same time, whilst that of England, especially during the later years 
vof the struggle, steadily iucreased. Li 1710, 3660 ships, the vast 
Majority En^sh, cleared from English ports ; in 1711, 3769 ; in 1712, 
4267 ; and in the year of the peace, 6807.® In 1708 Great Britain 
further strengthened her hold upon the Mediterranean by the capture 
of Minorca, undertaken as an alternative to that of Toulon, for which 
j the military aid of the allies was not forthcoming. 

In America the Hudson’s Bay Compai»y, now financially exhausted, 
could do little towards the recapture of its lost factories, and the war 
in that region passed almost without iucident. With the exception 
of Massachusetts, the colonies on the Atlantic seaboard remained 
apathetic, making no effort to rid themselves of the Canadian menace 
whose importance they fuHy’ realised. Massachusetts, however, 
contributed manfully to the attack upon the common enemy. In 
1707 her levies failed to retake Port Royal, restored by the Treaty of 
Ryswick. Two years later a seriously planned invasion of Canada by 
I colonial, regular and naval forces came to nothing owing to the non- 
> Corbett, England in the MedUminean, ii. p, 163. 

. • Oarnh. Mod, HUt. v. p. 439. 
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.appearance of tke fleet. In 1710, however, the Massachusetts men 
mth naval assistance finally took Port Royal, and with it the whole of 
Nova Scotia. The town itself they renamed Annapolis. Next year 
'Quebec was once more attempted. Admiral Sir Hovenden/Waiker 
and General Hill entered the St. Lawrence with twenty warships and 
6000 troops. Ignorance of the local conditions ruined the expedition. 
After 800 men had been lost by shipwrecks it withdrew without ap- 
proaching Quebec. AH these transactions tended to diow the strength 
of French Canada against an English attack, but the allied successes 
in Europe secured greater gains at the peace than the fighting in America 
had justified. 

The treaties signed at Utrecht in 1713 assigned to England the 
sovereignty of Nova Scotia, with an inland boundary which was never 
properly deSaed, Newfoaa^aad, with a reservation of French Sshing 
rights on its western shore, Hudson’s Bay with the surrounding 
territories, and complete possession of St. Kitts in t-he West Indies. 
The cession of Nova Scotia did not include that of Cape Breton Island, 
upon which the French shortly afterwards erected the fortress of 
- Louisbourg, “ the Dunkirk of North America,” The boundary of the 
Hudson’s Bay country was left to be decided by a commission, pending 
which the French surrendered to the Company all the forts with their 
guns and ammunition intact. Ultimately the parties agreed upon the 
parallel of 49° — ^the present boundary of the United States — as the 
dividing line between Rupert’s Land and Canada in the trading country 
north and west of the great lakes. In 1700 the Company had been 
willing to accept 63°, wMoh would have out them off from the bottom 
Vof the Bay.^ 

In Europe England retained GibralW _and Minorca, thus oonfixming 
,the hold upon the Mediterranean wHoh h’ad'heen such a powerful if 
silent factor in winning the war. Spain also conceded the Asiento or 
exclusive monopoly of supplying slaves to the Spaniih colonies, hitherto 
enjoyed by the French Guinea Company. With this concession 
went that of allowing one English ship yearly to trade, at Porto Bello, 
the entrepot between east and west on the Isthmus of Panama. 
These two uiducky clauses proved, as we shall see, the cause of much 
harm in later years. «. 

The proposed commercial clauses of the treaty with France, which 
failed to secure the assent of the British parhament, are of interest. 
The French trade had, when fre^y carrieii on, shown a large adverse 
balance, agamst Englmd. In conse^ence it had been forbidden in 
1678 and only reopened later under nuties so heavy as to be almost 
prohibitive. The Tory statesmen now in power, Oxford and Boling- 
broke, proposed a mutual reduction of tariffs so as to allow a com- 
paratively free trade. England was already pledged by the Methuen 
Trea'^ (1703) with Portugal, to admit Portuguese wines at a lower 
rate than French. Apark from this a violent outcry arose from the 
» Beoklea Willaon., Tie Great Ooiwpany, i. pp. 237 - 8 . 
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T^ngliah woollen interest, which feared the competition of French 
textiles. All the' prejudice of the nation lay in the same direction, 
and the combination of Whigs, manufacturers, port-drinkers and 
mercanty^e theorists carried the day. Duties on French goods remained 
so high mat the major part of the cross-Channel trade was carried on 
by smugglers until the days of the younger Pitt. 

The Treaty of Utrecht marked the beginpin^ of a long period of 
peace during .■which Britain reaped the full reward of her maritime 
ixerSons In the war. Holland, although on the winning side, had lost 
ca^Eer than gained by the treaties. Of her ally and former rival, it 
bas been well said : “ Before that war England was one of the sea 
powers. After it, she was the sea power, without any second.” 



CHAPTBE n 


FEOM THE TREATY OE UTRECHT TO THE FALL OF 
WALPOLE 

A FKW years after the Treaty of Utrecht a speaker in parliament 
remarked : “ The advantages from this peace appear in the addition 
made to our wealth ; in the great quantities of bullion lately coined 
in our mint ; by the vast increase in our shipping employed since the 
peace in the fisheries and in merchandise; and by the remarkable 
growth of the customs upon imports, and of our manufactures, and the 
growth of our country upon export.” And the settlement of 1713, 
maugurating a long period of peaceful development and fixed, if 
unsatisfactory, political conditions, provides a fitting occasion for a 
general sutvey of the empire whose culmination and fall constitutes 
the history of British expansion in the eighteenth century. 

In the far north the Hudson’s Bay Company, restored once again 
to full possession of its posts in Rupert’s Land, recovered gradually 
from its misfortunes and continued to develop the trade pf the vast 
■ regions under its sway. It was careful to engage in trade alone, 

I regarding any projects of settlement as inimical to its interests. After 
the Act of Union it took into its employment a large proportion of 
Scotsmen, who have left their mark upon the nomenclature of geo> 
graphical features throughout the north-west. On the whole thq 
Cpmpany was slow and conservative, and Bolingbroke’s descriptiort 
of its directors as “ these smug, undent gentlemen " is a fair indicatioil 
of their methods and their^quiet success. ^ 

^Tirfoundland, in spite of the decision taken under Charles II., 
recSved' no regular governor until ,1728. There was little political 
development in the island. The fishery, still shared by the French, 
remained the dominant interest,- ■mth the result that the administration 
was conducted almost like that'nf a man-of-war.’ Nova Scotia 
continued Frmoh in populatioi^for many years after its conqueit. 
The inhabitants reodved fair 'treatment, including exemption from 
taxation, but thdr spiritual allegianoe to the Bishop of Quebec was a 
source of trouble so long as the French ruled in Canada. The govern- 
ment invited New Englanders to settle in the province, but the prps- 
^ Sgerton, Colonial Poliey, p. 161 . 
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pects, 'with, the boundary undefined and the French ever plotting 
reoonquest, were not aumciently encouraging to secure any general 
acceptance of the ofier. 

/ Of thj^ New England colonies Maine, under the dominion of Massa- 
chusetts, was scantily peopled, frequently ravaged ,by Indian warfare, 
and productive of little but lumber. Three only of its townships were 
sufficiently advanced to possess a church. New Hampshire was fertile, 
and produced com and cattle in excess of its own wants. A ship- 
building industry^ flourished at Portsmouth, its only considerable town, 
from which also a roundabout trade in fish, timber, sugar and food-stuffs 
linked the colony with Newfoundland, the West Indies and Europe. 
Massachusetts was more closely settled, with a population of about' 
60,000. Boston had long been a thriving seaport with a vigorous 
intercolonial and European trade. Under pressure of this intercourse 
with the outer world much of the old Puritan idealism had disappeared, 
giving place to s, sober pursuit of material prosperity. The abohtion 
of the church qualification for citizenship contributed largely to , the 
change. In pohtical relations with the mother-country the old stubborn 
independence of spirit was stffl unbroken ; but it is fair to remember 
that, whilst the baiting and thwarting of the royal governor was an 
established pastime, the men of Massachusetts were distinguished froml 
all the other colonists by their readiness to forget faction and fighij 
for the empire in time of need. Agriculture and a few rudimentary 
manufactures occupied the inland population. On the coast the 
navigation laws fostered an extensive shipping and shipbuilding 
industry. In the reign ’of George I. the shipyards of Massachusetts/, 
turned out every year a hundred_and fifty ne#ve8sffig","'m‘afi.y of which j 
were sold-'in Europe at the ooncluaon of their first Atlantic passage. 
In E^ode Island, lacking the disciplined tradition of its greater neigh-^ 
hour, public standards were lower, and a good deal of smuggling and 
piracy was carried on. Newport had a fait share of the common New 
Bngland’trade with the West Indies and Europe. Connecticut pre- 
served its Puritanism longer than did Massachusetts. Without good 
harbours, its shipping was unimportant. The excellence of its soil, 
however, enabled it to ^gpft large quantities of foodstufife, most of 
which went through the* port of Boston. The' New Englanders in', 
genera! were at this period almost exclusively of English descent., 
They had always given a cold welcome to settlers of other nationalities, 
including even those from Ireland and Scotland. The negroes among 
them were few, not much more than three per cent, of the whole. 

^ tte .midffie colonies a more cosmopolitan population existed.,' 
New York in particular swarmed with a mixture of over half-a-dozen ' 
races — ^Dutch, English, German, Swedish, Irish, Walloon, French and 
Jewish— in which the -Dutch were probably first in numbers, and the 
English second. The city itself was almost as large as Boston, and 
its trade perhaps half as great. Society was more prodigal but’ less- 
cultured, than in New England— New York boasted ohe printing-press 



340 A SHORT HISTORY OR BRITISH EXPANSION 

whilst Boston had fl.ve — and the coinpaiativo absence of a civic bbusb 
led to connivance at many questionable undertakings and even to the 
patronage of known pirates. The Hudson, navigable far into the 
wilderness, connected the coast with a frontier population o|pjhunteiB 
and traders of which Albany formed the centre. _!^om this source 
came the furs which yyere exported in great quantities together with 
the foodstuff and horses of the more settled region. When the Rrench 
peril grew imminent New York and the Hudson waterway stood forth 
as tiie key of North America, afiording an easier approach to Canada 
than that by the ice-strewn and dangerous St. Lawrence. New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania were also peopled from diverse sources, but 
here the British element predominated. The former province, although 
possessing a long coastline, had no seaports, and consequently remained 
an agricultural region with little meet foreign commerce. Penn- 
sylvania, in which the Quaker dement continued to be important 
throughout the eighteenth century, found its outlet to the sea by way 
of , the Delaware Kyer. This was_the_principaLcaTise of the -rise of 
■^Philadelphia to a position rivaUing that of Boston, since all the trade 
|of a large area passed solely through it. Negro slavery of the domestic 
type was fairly common in these colonies,. Ime proportion of blacks to 
riie whole population being about eight per cent. 

The climate, industries and geographical conditions of the southefp ' 
colonies rendered them very (fifEerent in character ffom those of the 
- north. The broken coastlme of Yiiginia and Maryland, with its 
navigable estuaries, p:^mted.,.the. formation of any large seaport : 
almost every tobacco estate had its own hEnding-stage. The same . 
peculiarity kept the population decentralized. The planter’s mansion,'' 
ivith its surrounding group of huts for the Blaves,' formed* the social 
nucleus. In place of the agricultural village of New England. Negro 
labour in the eighteenth century rapidly mplaoed the indented wMte 
servants with -vmom tobacco planting had originated. At this period 
the proportion of negroes was in Virginia about forty per cent, and in 
Maryland thirty. North Carolina, perpetuating its easy-going laws 
and commonly disregarding even tiieir restraints, remained ha^iward 
and unsatisfactory. It had no good harbour, no fixed seat of goyam- 
ment and no slaves, its peoph sunk in sloth and barbarism and " living , 
in a beastly sort of plenty,” as one of its govemors-declaredj-iipon the 
.products of the soil. South Carolina, on the other hand,. throve and 
[expanded upon the cultivation, of rice. Charlestown, its capital, ' 
>waa the entrepot of all its trade ^and the residence of its* wealthy 
planters who left overseers to look after their estates. Its commerce 
^moie than doubled in the twenty years succeeding 1714. It waa also 
n(Jtab).6 M being the only continental colony in which daves formed a 
clear majority of the population.^ 

J above giixyey of tha^eoutineiital ooloniea is bassd pimcivaUy upon Doyle’s 
pomM urMsr tta JSfovss of Hanover, London, 1907, pp, 1-61, wMoh treats the subject 
In lull aetail. 
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As WB have seated, the British West Indies after the Revolution 
made far less progress than did the American colonies. This relative 
ill-success was accentuated by the rapid advance of the French islands 
oonseqtJsnt upon reforms effected in 1717 in the Prench colonial ad 
ministration, and by the superior business enterprise of the French 
planters. Prior to the date mentioned the English islands, in addition' 
to supplying the wants of the mother-country, dominated the contin-', 
ental sugar markets both in America and Europe. After that date the’ 
re-exportation otisugar from .Great Britain almost came to an end, and 
the .^erican colonies developed a large trade with the Prench islands. 
Economically this was inevitable, for America needed a larger market 
for its ever-increasing output of fish, timber and agricultural produce, 
and the demand of the English sugar islands did not keep pace with the 
available supply. Europe, the northern colonies and the West Indies i 
formed a triangular trade-route with the balance of produce flowing I 
round it in the order named, and the balance of cash in the opposite ^ 
direction. The ^owth of American population was the determining 
factor of the whole, and necessitated the inclusion of the French 
islands in the system. The West Indian planters maintained closer 
touch with the mother-country than did those of America. Many of 
them resided for the greater part of their time in England, and nearly 
all looked forward to retirement thither in their old age. Slavery 
in the West Indies was universal and exclusive of all other labour. 
]By the middle of the century the negroes numbered over seventy per 
icent. of the whole population. 

In the West African stations, whose ownership continued unchanged 

1 throughout the wars of William III. and Anne, the slave trade increased 
with the -vyestem demand in spite of the financial troubles of the African 
Company, The latter body, by reason of Parliament’s refusal to con-» 
■ firm its exclusive monopoly, developed more and more towards the‘> 
status of a regulated concern open to any who could pay the requisite 
fees. The shipowners of Bristol and Liverpool availed themselves of 
the opening, and by the end of the eighteenth century the latter port 
held a predominant share of the trade. The United Bast India 
Company, finally consolidated in 1708, enjoyed peaceful and imeventful 
progress throughout the period now uilfler review. But its French 
rival was equally fortunate, making after 1720 a wonderful recovery 
from a state of almost total suspension during the long war. 

, A few statistics will illustrate the condition and progress of the 
smpire as a whole. The records are hy no means complete, and some 
k the figures are conjectoial. Those stated are based upon a com- 
. parison of information from various sources, some of which give 
mutually inconsistent results. The population of the American 
colonies in 1700 was about 200,000 ; in 1710, 280,000 ; and in 1720, 

somewhat over 400,000. This ratio of expansion was maintained as : 

* 

^ With, the exception of the capture and loss of Goiee from and to the French in | 
i692 and 1693 respectively. 
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the centuiy advanced, so that by 1760 the continental colonies con-* 
tained between one-and-a-haM and two millions of people, or close 
upon one-third of the numbers in the mother-coimtry. Of the 1720 
total New England accounted for 114,000; the sniddle /polonies, 
98,000 ; and the southern colonies, 220,000, aU inclusive of negroes, 
who numbered about* a quarter of the whole. The British West 
Indies in the middle of the century had about 820,000 inhabitants, 
including 230,000 negroes. In 1713 the numbers were perhaps half 
as great.^ In the African and East Indian trading factories the 
population of white. men was of course insignificant. Throughout 
the colonies five towns only were sufficiently large to merit that 
designation in comparison with the European cities of the time — 
Boston, New. York, PMadelphia, Charlestown, and Kingston in 
Jamaica. The total ercporta of Great Britain rose from £6,700,000 in 
1700 to £7,700,000 in 1714, and £10,000,000 in 1737. Merchant 
shipping increased in a similar ratio ; in the latter year 603,568 tons 
of British shipping cleared from the home ports. In 1731 Boston 
owned 40,000 tons, and New York and Philadelphia 6000 tons each. 
In 1737 there were computed to be about 27,000 British (excluding 
colonial) merchant seamen. The navy kept on its books in time of 
peace about 10,000 officers and men, or enough to commission a 
dozen sMps-of-the-line with a due proportion of auxiliary vessels and 
docl^aid estabhshments. For the remainder it looked to the merchant 
'service in time of need.® The tobacco ’ export from Virginia and 
iMaryland rose from 28 million lb. in 1700 to 85 miUions in 1760. 
ISouth Carolina exported an average of 26,600 barrels of rice a year 
|iQ 1720-9, and 50,000 in 1730-9. The West Indies in 1730 sent 100,000 
ihogsheads of sugar to England alone, and in 1753, 110,000 ; their 
■trade with the American colonies was certainly less stagnant. The 
East India Company, with its internal differences finally settled in 
1708, traded prosperously for -the next five-and-thirty years, making 
few acquisitions or changes of policy, hut paying a steady dividend of 
eight, nine or ten per cent. By 1730 it was despatching about seventeen 
• large ships annually to the east, and selling produce ifi England to the 
' value of nearly £2,000,000 a year. 

Although the prospect had* in reality never before been so fair as in 
1713-4, one circumstance overclouded it in the eyes of contemporari.es, 
and gave rise to pessimistic forebodings of public bankruptcy and 
I ruin. This was the existence of the national debt, wMch in 1701 had 
' stood at £16,000,000, and by the acKJession of George I. had risen to 
; £54,000,000. The amount was unprecedented, and the very idea of a 
standing debt bad only been faced hitherto amid the excitement of a 
great war. PubUc opinion demanded its speedy reduction, and the 

' See figures giveu in Sr{(M?i West Indies, pp. 372 acgg. 

^The idttiuiing clauses ol Alie ITavigation Acts were usually Buspencled ou the 
outbreak of war, so that foreigners might he available to replace the men. taken out 
o£ the metchant serrioe. 
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'Wiig mimsters sought that eud hy the extension of a scheme bequeathed 
to them hy theii Tory predecessors., 

In 1711 the floating debts had amounted to nine and a half millions. 
The Ea’M of Oxford (Harley) bad incorporated the creditors as the 
South Sea Company, promising them six per cent, on the capital 
'together with any profits they could make in excess from the monopoly 
of English trade with Spanish America. At the moment no such 
trade existed, hut the government promised to obtain facilities in the 
forthcoming peace negotiations. The resulting concessions, the 
Asiento and the yearly ge neral cargo,., at.Forto BsHo, fell somewhat 
short of expectations, and ffieDompany never did a profitable trade. 
Its first diip did not even sail until 1717. Nevertheless the public 
hoped much from South America, then as now regarded highly as a 
potential field of business enterprise. In 1719-20 the improvement 
of credit and the embarrassment of the debt gave tisd to a plan for a 
great extension Of the South Sea Company, which was intended ulti- 
mately to take over all public obligations and pay the interest out of 
its trading profits. In the actual state of its affairs the project was 
insane, as those with inside knowledge must have been perfectly aware. 
But the people at large were ready to he gulled, and the promoters set 
on foot wild rumours of the golden nature of the adventure — such as 
that Spain was prepared to cede the mines of Peru in exchange for 
Gibraltar. A mania set in, no lie was too gross for belief, and the 
holders of the government debts fought with one another to exchange 
their scri^ for South Sqfi Stock at ridiculous prices. In June, 1720, 
people paid £1000 and more for a £100 share in the enteqsrise. The 
inevitable crash followed, the cooler heads realizing their profits and 
the stock faUing as rapidly as it had risen. To quote a recent authority : 
“ By many writers the Bubble is still described as a national calamity. 
It really represented only a very rapid transference of riches from 
certain thousands of persona to certain other thousands — or hundreds,” 
by the agency of "the new abstract commerciahsm, so different a 
thing from industry, a thiug half consmoua gambling and half conscious 
piracy.” ^ Its interest to the present subject lies in the fact that the 
South Sea Company was the last chartered corporation of the early 
joint-stock series which had begun witTi the Muscovy Company in.* 
1653, and also in that the implication of practically all the ministers 
in the fraud opened the way to power for Sir Robert "Walpole, who 
directed the affairs of the empire from 1721 to 1742. The South 
Sea Company itself continued a precarious and losing trade until 
1750, when a treaty with Spaia abolished its special priweges. 

The enthusiasm and the panic illustrate also a psywological matter 
which is the key to much of our history in the eighteenth century. 
The national character at that time was — on the surface at least— 
widely different from what it is now and from what it had been in 

^Bt. Hon. J. M. Bobeitson, BoUngbroke mid Wcil^ole, London, 1919, xip. 101-6. 
See also Brisco, oj>. eit. pp. 42-9. 
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the aeventeenth centuiy. With no improvement in general education 
the people had lost the high ideals which had once possessed them, ‘ 
A covetous imperialism appealed strongly to them, they were extremdy 
credulous, and at the same time pugnacious and irritable to extent » 
that passes belief— which some may attribute in part to the fact that : 
the national consumption of gin, apart from other liquors, rose until it 
averaged nearly two gallons a year for every man, woman and child i 
in the country.^ This excitability brought in its train corresponding ; 
fits of depression : Walpole was using no figurative language when he [ 
said on the eve of war, “ They are ringing their beUs now ; they will 
soon be wringing their hands.” 

' From the moment of taking office Walpole began a cautious policy 
• j of remedying abuses in the commeroial and colonial system. He had 
■ to proceed slowly for fear of alarming those trading classes in England 
who were prone to conceive their interests imperilled by any reform; 
and in one notable instance even he overstepped the limits of what was 
possihle and experienced a sharp rebufl. The customs rates, moderate 
at the Restoration, had climbed higher and higher under the stress of 
wartime finance. The duty on colonial tobacco, 2d per pound under ' 
Charles II., had risen to 6Jd. by 1714. That on beaver, 4d. per ddn 
in 1660, bad reached 16d. under William III. Sugar duties had also 
risen enormously. In addition there were export dues on many 
English manufactures. The first king’s speech of Walpole’s drafting 
, (1721) laid down his policy : ‘-to make the exportation of our own 
'* manufactures, and the importation of the cpmmodities used in the 
manufacturing of them, as practicable and easy as may be.” Accord- 
ingly he removed at a stroke the export duties on 106 articles of British 
manufacture and the import duties on 38 raw materials.^ * Thus far^ 
the new mercantilists were with him. There is little doubt that he 
would have gone farther had he dared ; but in the same year he was 
powerless to resist the demand for strengthened prohibitions on the 
import of East Indian fabrics. 

The famous Exoise.BiU of 1733 illustrates his difficulties. Around' 
the re-exportation of tobacco and tiie repayment of duties thereon a 
vast system of fraud had grown up. Traders and officials worked in 
Dbllusion to alter the records find secure the repayment of more money 
than had been paid in ; tobacco was re-exported in ships, transferred 
' ito boats a few miles from the coast, and landed again immediately, 
the duty having in the meantime been remitted ; and many merchants 
imported tobacco, stripped the leaf fnom the stalks, and sent the latter 
on shipboard, the weight made up with dirt, to be thrown into the 
sea as soon as it had earned a repayment which was three times the 
value bf the original goods.® Walpole himself said he was moved to 

1 Robertson, op. eit. pp, 160, 216. 

‘ Lord Morle 7 , Walpole, London, 1903 edit., pp. 160-7. ' 

*Brieoo, tq>. cit pp. 108-9. An average price for tobaooo in tbe plaatUrtions at this 
ume -wae about 2d. per lb. v ' ' 
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action as mnch by tbe complaints of tbe Virginian planters as by tbe 
loss to tbe revenue. He proposed accordingly to have aU tobaccof 
landed practically duty-free and placed in bonded waifebouses from; 
which itf^ould be re-shipped without the passing of any cash betweenj 
the merchant pnd the revenue officers. Only for home consumption 4 
was it to pay duty*' on issue from the warehouse under eontrol of 1 
excisemen TOth the usual safeguards, now of long standing in the case i 
of other excjseable goods. 

The scheme had already been applied to tea and coffee, and would . 
have removed most of the possibilities of fraud. But Walpole failed 
to carry it in its larger application. Even before the details' were Icnown 
a factious opposition in parliament combined with the dishonest 
traders to mobilize all the forces of ignorance, cupidity and mob- 
violence. The storm shook the government, and even the constitution, 
/to its base : “ no assertion was too wild, no insinuation too incredible, 
;'no lie too glaring” ; Walpole narrowly escaped maltreatment in the 
streets ; officers solemnly reported that their troops, tWatened with 
'deprivation of their tobacco, could not be trusted to obey orders; 
'and the modest two hundred excisemen computed to be necessary under 
the scheme were magnified into an army of tyrants who would rival 
, the enormities of the Inquisition. George II. stood by his minister, 

. and the latter was ready to brave all things until he realized that the 
, reform could only be effected by armed force. That, his Whig prin- 
s ciples convinced him, was too great a price to pay, and he reluctantly 
; .abandoned the proposal “ There will be an end of the liberty of 
England,” he said, “ if supplies are to be* raised by the sword.” 

In colonial administration he contended more successfully against , 
the selfish* interests, while ostensibly yielding to them. Here his 
, instrument was the Duke _of Newcastle, who took office in 1 724 as 
j Secretary of State for the southern department, which incruded 
I control of the colonies. Newcastle shirked responsibility and madei 
no attempt to grapple with the problems of his department. Hel 
filled the Board of Trade 'with men of like character to his own, and 
gradually destroyed its effictenoy. The stories of his roomful of 
unopened despatches, his ignorance that Cape Breton was an island, 
.his complaisant remark, “Yes, yes, Ahnapolis must certainly be. 
fortified. Where is Annapolis ? ” — are well-known. Such incom-'i^ 

■ petence brought its Nemesis under the test of war. But for the peaceful ; 
.progress which was Walpole’s aim it had its advantages, for it enabled I 
'the great minister to nullify mis^hievous measures whose passage he ® 
could not avert. 

As early as 16fl9 an Ordp.r in flnnnral 'hpVI pTohibitpcI export o f 

; woollen pnltmiAo In 1719 the Commons 

' resolved “ that the p.Teeting nf Tnairnfa etnrpa in the colonifta tended to 
IfisaeTi <;haiV Tipnn ftreaf. “RrifaiTi.” Au Act of that year 

' imposed duties on American iron sent to England. ..pother of i73l\ 
imposed heavy restrictions on the making, of hats in the colom^, ■ 
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and positively forbade their export, although this was a very suitable 

i industry for a country in which the beaver provided unlimited raw 
TTia. +.ftTia.1. In 1733. the West Indian planters, strongly represented in 
'Parliament, secured the passage of the Molasses Act, which 9«mght to 
jj'kill the New Engla.ncL trade with the French islands by prohibitive 
nn FrfinnTi-pTnAupQd-jmtin, Tnnla.RRP p and BUgar . Walpole saw, 
few other men could see, that the prosperity of the colonies in 
igeneral outweighed that of special interests, and that the mother- 
country would benefit rather than suffer by allowing colonial enterprise 
,-ffee play. For him the growth of American population, expanding 
in geometrical progression, had its significance, whilst the more con- 
servative economists viewed the plantations only through the glasses 
of Clarendon and James II. Accordingly he allowed full scope to his 
m axim of quieta non mov&re. There was no need of active intervention : 
Newcastle’s incompetence did what was necessary. American manu- 
factures developed in the modest manner which atone was natural 
in a continent where land was cheap and urban population scanty. 
The officials on the spot made no attempt to enforce the Molasses Act, 
which remained a complete dead-letter until a much later time. The 
administration of certain sections of the older laws of trade seems also 
to have been fairly lax. 

Of constructive reform he was able to effect something. He 
agreed to the enumeration of beaver in 1722 whilst lowering the 
duties by over sixty per cent. On the other hand he partially 
freed rice and sugar from the same restrictipn. In' 1729 he allowed 
Carolina to export rice to all destinations south of Cape Finis- 
terre without transhipment in England, and in 1734 the infant 
colony of Georgia received the same pri^ege. This had’ the effect 
of recapturing the lost Portuguese market. In 1739 the West Indies 
were also allowed to send sugar direct to southern Europe, but in 
their case the concession availed little in recovering what had been 
lost to French competition.^ 

' In political admmiatration his mild methods are open to greater 
1 criticism. Colonial defence remained unorganized, the perennial 
squabbles between governors and assemblies were never cleared up, 
and the position of crown officials was often so undignified that self- 
respeoting men hesitated to accept such posts. In general all the old 
sores ranJded still. These matters Wtdpole did not touch. But, 
while he reigned long, his position was never secure. He was plagued 
always by the most fishonest and ungenerous opposition which English 

C ” tics have ever produced; and, as he told an adviser who wished 
to impose a direct tax on the colonies, he could not afford to raise 
up gratuitous enemies on the other side of the Atlantic. Since even 
his detractors could not accuse him of lacking courage, his judgment 

^ On matters see pa^cularly Beer, Oommeraial Poliey, and Brisoo, Walpole’s 
EcoTio-mic Policy ; a3so Amencan Historical Hcvi^^ vol* xs.* Arialo-PfeiMilh Gom/m&roial 
Bivalfif, 1700-60, by Prof. C, M. Andrews. 
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was probably correct, American politics at this period belong more 
particularly to tbe internal history of the colonies, and will conveniently 
be treated at greater length in a subsequent chapter. 

The cC^nization of Georgia, the last of the thirteen states founded 
under British rule, was taken in hand in 1732. It originated in phil- 
anthropio motives, somewhat suggestive of the,doctrines of Hakluyt 
a hundred and fifty years before. General James Oglethorpe was 
concerned at the unhappy fate of men committed to debtors’ prisons, 
and came to then conclusion that a specially organized colony was 
needed to give such oharaoters a fresh start in life. The government 
was favourable to his scheme because it desired to set up a buffer to 
protect the plantations of Souti CWlina from Spanish incursions. 
O^ethorpe and his associates toeremre obtained a charter ma king 
them proprietors of the coast bewee^ the Savannah and Altamaha 
rivers, that is, between Caroli^aM Morida. In January, 1733, he 
crossed the Atlantic with his-tot paity of emigrants, and founded the 
town of Savannah in a goodumilitary position upon the river of that 
name. Oglethojpe livedllor'wme years in his colony, directing its early 
efforts and striving to render it a means of the moral reformation of 
its inhabitants. Some c|^his ideas were unsuitable to the local con- 
i' ditions. He allotted tlM land in very small parcels, which could not 
■be worked as econo^mally as the great estates in South Carohna. 
He also attempted^^prohibit slavery, but the settlers ere long found 
means of evadu^'^s nde. The Spaniards in Morida were of course 
hostile, ajS^Srw^^as much desultory fighting with them in the early 
years. Tliiss^d to no decisive results except the general retardation 
of the colrai^^progress. The proprietary grant had been made 
terminable* after twenty-one years, that is, in 1763. Before that date, 
however, the promoters saw the control of the undertaking slipph^ 
from their grasp, and were glad to resign their rights. In 1751 Georgia 
became a crown colony. By 1760 its white population was about 
6000 in numbers, principally engaged in rice cultivation. 

. Shortly after the peace of 1713-4 the East India Company had to 
face new competition from an unexpected quarter. As part of the 
settlement the Spanish Netherlands wtre assigned to the Emperor 
Charles YI., and figure as the Austrian Netherlands in the later history 
of the eighteenth century. Charles was sore at what he considered 
his desertion by England in the last stages of the war. He permitted 
accordingly a Belgian revival in oceanic trade, which took the form 
of voyages from Ostend to India and China. British Jacobites assisted 
the enterprise. Factories were established at three pomts in India — 
Covelong, Banlripur and Kasimbazar, and from 1718 to 1721 at least 
fifteen large ships sailed out of Ostend for the east. In 1722 Charles 
formally bartered the Imperial and Royal Company of the Austrmn 
Low Countries, granting it a thirty years’ monopoly of trade with 
Africa and -the Bast and West Indies. Three" years later he effected a 
treaty with Spain by which the South American ports were thrown 
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open to Hs Company’s ships. English trading interests took alarm ; 
in their usual exaggerated language they declared that “ the liberties 
of England will be no more, and the Protestant religion destroyed.” 
In fact, the shares of the East India Company fell 16 per cent. Walpole 
yielded to popular pressure and mobilized the fleet, sending one 
sq^uadron to the BaUac, another to the Spanish coast, and a third to 
Porto Bello. Spain accepted the challenge and laid siege to Gibraltar. 
British sea power was, however, too strong, and the emperor gave way 
before the war became general. In May, 1727, he Agreed to suspend 
the Ostend Company for seven years. Before their expiration he 
, aboEshed it altogether. The whole incident affords proof of the 
mn.TTt.imA supremacy to which Great Britain had risen and of the 
methods by which the high-handed impefialMm of the time was pre- 
pared to deal with its rivals.^ 

The same forces brought about the fall of Walpole and of the 
preoarioudy maintained peace upon which they had been nourished. 
E-ngliab industry and trade had advanced at a much greater rate than 
had the population, until the influential classes were drunk with 
prosperity and convinced that no obstacle could withstand their 
aggression. The state of politics afforded an, outlet to predatory 
. ambitions. The great minister’s overbearing personality would permit 
! no man of parts to share his power, and drove all that was active and 
' vigorous in the younger generation into the ranks of the opposition. 

A West Indian dilute yuth Spain afforded Wa-lpole’s enemies their 
opportunity. The Treaty of Utrecht had conceded to England the 
Asiento and with it a very limited general luade in Spanish America. 
It had left rmregularized the illioit traffic with the same region always 
carried on to a greater or less extent since the days of Queeff Ehzaheth. 
In the long peace this contraband trade had grown in volume in unison 
with the remainder of our commercial undertakingB. ' At the same time 
the Spanish government had shown signs of recovering from the 
lethargy into which it had fallen in the seventeenth century. The 
situation therefore was that English m^chants had come, by long 
prescription, to imagine that they had almost a right to deny the 
Spanish, navigation laws, whilst a Spanish force of coastguards and 
armed patrols came into beftig with the object of enforcing those laws 
by stopping and searching for contraband any English ship ihey found 
sailing in the Caribbean Sea. Public opinion, seeking as a warory 
some concrete embodiment of the abstract principles involved, pitched 
upon the case of Jerilrina* Ear. Captain Jehldns, skipper of a West 
^ Indian trader, testified that he had been arrested by guarda costas on 
the seas, hanged to his own yard-arm, let down half-dead, and 
deprived of. an ear, which his persecutors had mockmgly told TilTin to 
take as a present to King George. The incident.had happened several 

* See (J. B. Herta, England /fnd the Ostend Company, Engl. Sist. Beuiew, xxii. pp. 265- 
79, Corlyla descilbed the nndertakuig as ** a mere pap^ ” j hut it paid 

au ttjjjpregats dividend of 125 per cent, in seTefr'conacKiul^n * 
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years before it became common property, and the captain’s story 
bore signs in its working-up of a literary skill of which he was himself 
incapable. Nevertheless it secured enthusiastic credence, and the 
opposition made it their text upon which to preach a war with Spain. 

Walpole was averse from the adventure. As a statesman he recoiled | 
from fighting over a question which could have been settled by negotia* i 
tion. As a man of honour he shrank from bull 3 nng a weaker nation 
in a cause in which his own coimtrymen had been by no means guiltless 
of offence. Perhaps also at the back of his mind lay an uneasy suspicion 
that the mighty naval machine upon which the war party relied for 
an easy viotoiy had grown somewhat rusty by long disuse. Ho 
resisted the war fever as long as he could, and even succeeded in 
patching up an unsatisfactory agreement with Spain, which the 
opposition rejected with contempt. Their object, in the political? 
world, was simply to puH down the minister, and they cared nothing ' 
for consistency ha their methods of achieving it. They shouted for,i 
war and at the same time moved a reduction of the army ; and wheni 
they had forced Walpole to set the world ablaze, they coolly accused 
him of doing so bf his own motion, in order to cover the traces of his 
own malpractices. Prominent among the younger members of this 
party was WHliam Pitt, and seldom has a really unselfish and patriotic 
statesman been involved with such unsavoury associates. The true 
explanation is probably that of a contemporary foreign observer, that 
he was conscious of great talents but as yet Imew little of the world, 
f The political opposition could not have forced the minister’s hand if 
> the country had not been'’on their side. Here, as the weight of evidence 
lies, the motive was not so much the wrongs of British seamen as sheer 
lust of plunder. In spite of aU the disillusionments of the past. South 1 
I and Central America were still Eldorado in the public mind. Spain } 
was rich and weak, and promised to be an easy prev. The war party 1 
• never ceased their clamour ; and in November, 1739, Walpole gave 
way, sorely against his will. With that decision, although he retained 
.office for three more years, his work as a statesman virtually ends. 



CHAPTER III 

THE OLD FRENCn COLONIAL EMPIRE 

The fall of Walpole marks tke opening of a generation of warfare 
between Great Britain and the French and Spanish branches of the 
Hou-se of Bonrbon. In this struggle the old British Empire reached its j 
climax by the acquisition of Canada and the hegemony of India, and ■' 
was shattered by the loss of the original American colonies- m 1782-3. ! 
The old French Empire also attained the height of its power and glory, 
and swiftly went down under a aeries of crushing defeats some twenty 
I years prior to the disruption of its victorious British rival. Before 
entering upon an account of this dramatic period it is necessary there- 
fore to glance briefly at the colonial edifice of France and the methods 
by which it had been built. 

In the successive stages of its development. French oceamc_ enter- 
prise nms <mrparaM''toes to-that of En gland. 'First" tliere'"waS a 
praidcE <Jf"desuit<wy voyages of discovery, inspSe^r by the^hope of a 
, short passage to the east, and coupled witih fishing on the Ne^oundland 
' banks. This period stretches from the discovery of America to the 
'■ death of Francis I. in iEfe4.6. In the middle of the srsteenth centurjf 
[there followed, as in England, a vigorous attempt to open a trade 
with the regions claimed by Portugal in Guinea and Brazil. In these 
matters the French record is obscure, but their success seems to have 
been at least as great as that of the London merchants rmder Edward 
VI. and Mary. Next, in the later decades of the sme century, the 
religious wars drove the Hughenots to the sea, and inspired a plundering 
campaign against the Spaiush colonies in the west, which somewhat 
antedated that of Drake and his followers. Here again the full details 
have perished, for Huguenot France produced no Hakluyt to preserve 
its record of adventures on the oceae. Arising out of the same move- 
ment were small, ill-supported, under-capitalized efforts, to plant 
. colonie^by Vfllegagnon m Brazil and by Ribaiilt and Laudonni&re 
V in Florida, These, like the undertakingB of Gilbert and Ralegh, failed 
i and left no trace. Then, in the first half of the seventeenth century, 
^ the reunion of France imder the House of Bourbon and the strong rule 
of Cardinal Richelieu a&rded a basis upon which to commence the 
building of a reel colonial empire. Permanent colomes established 

360 



lidJi OLiD COLONIAL EMPIRE 


351 


tliemselves in Canada and Acadia, tLe former but a sbort twelve months 
after the landing of John Smith and his comrades upon Virginian soil. 
French settlers appeared also in the West Indies — at St. Kitts in the*^ 
pame year as Thomas Warner and his English pioneers, at other islands 
'a little Met. To the east also the French merchants began to feel>< 
.their way by a series of experimental voyages in the wake of the Englishy 
land the Dutch. This was in France the age of tbe chartered companies, 
far more numerous than in England, and on the whole far less successful. 

It was jgi^metho^ of expansion which appealed strongly to the bnreau- 
cratic _Frenoh mind. The companies were more tightly bound than., 
ours by'goverhineht control, and they made the mistake of under- 
taking colonization as well as trade, two functions which English 
expenence soon showed to be incompatible. In the latter half of the 
seventeenth century the broad parallel still holds good. Corresponding 
to the constructive colonial policy of the EogliRli Restoration statesmen 
we find in France the administration of Colbert (1664-83), whose watch- 
words were territorial expansion with a view to trade, naval power for 
its protection, and the fostering of national wealth, the whole under 
a system of unified control, minutely vigilant in method, delicate in 
jtouch. Colbert’s work was mighly ; its defect was that it depended 
[too much upon the guidance of a master hand. After his death it 
fell into the power of lesser men, and the wars of 1688-1713 brought 
a decline amounting almost to an eclipse of the French colonied empire, 
whilst the more hardy and self-relmt system of England survived 
and even flourished under the shook. A revival followed the Treaty 
of Utrecht. John Lawj the Scottish adventurer, although he failed 
in his vast financial schemes, gave an impetus to French commerce 
and expajision, and the monarchy continued his work on sound an4 
sensible lines. By 1,740 thoT'rench empire had grown rich and strong, ' 
and fit m outward appearance to challenge the supremacy of its British' 
rival. In the west as in the east it was the French who showed the 
greater military power and who willingly took the offensive against 
their more sluggish and reluctant neighbours. 

Upon the earlier stages of French expansion we cannot dwell in 
detail. French fishermen flocked to Newfoundland in the opening 
years of the sixteenth century, and the Nprmans, Bretons and Basques 
long outnumbered the marmers of western England in that region. 
In 1522 .Giovanni., da Verrazzano, an Italian seaman in the service of, 
Francis I., captured some homeward-bound Spanish ships conveying 
rich canoes &m the West Indies. The incident excited the desire , 
of the !^ench kin g to acquire sihular possessions across the Atlantic. . 
He despatched Verrazzano to make a coasting voyage from Florida; 

■ northwards to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Neglectiug the prior claims! 
of English discovery, he proclaimed the annexation of the continent' 
imder the name of New France (1624). The Spaniards afterwards' 
captured Verrazzano and hanged him as a pirate. The St. Lawrence 
estuary seemed to ofEer a prospect of penetrating by a westward 
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passage to the Pacific. In 1634, Jac(iues_pa.rtier^_of ..SL- Malo aa-iled to 
inyestigate the region, and his •work in that and the following year 
resulted in a fairly correct delineation of the sncrounding coasts upon 
the charts. Other seamen of northern France followed his 
and at Dieppe there sprang up a school of cartographers whG tnadf a 
notable contribution to the advance of geographical science. Cartier 
returned to the St. Iiawrence in 1640, and two years later Franfois, 
do Roque, Sieur de Eoberval, attempted to plant a colony on its banks.' 
But France, like England, had yet a long apprenticeship to serve in' 
the art of colonization, and this early effort was sooh abandoned. 

In the meanwhile French traders were reaching the coast of Brazil 
in defiance of Portuguese prohibitions. The country appeared suitable 
^for a Huguenot colony of refuge, and in 1665, under the patronage of 
Coligny, Nicholas Durand (otherwise known as Villegagnon) led a 
fairly large body of pioneers to make the experiment. He settled ou an 
island near Bio de Janeiro and, with the arrival of reinforcements, the 
colony seemed to promise well. Theological controversies, however, 
proved its ruin. The settlers quarrelled with their leader and deserted 
the island, the survivors makiiig their way northwards along the coast 
until they were picked up by European merchantmen, Another 
Huguenot ente^rise had a longer life and a more tragic ending. Early 
in 1662 Captain Jean Rihault, also one of Coligny’s men, examined 
the coasts of Florida and Carolina, and chose a site ou the latter for a 
colony which he left under the charge of Albert de la Pierria. Rihault 
returned to France and wrote an account of his voyage, which has 
survived, curiously enough, only in an Englkh translation. Left to 
themselves, the colonists murdered Pierria and sailed for home, most 
of them dying of starvation on the way. In 1664 Ren6 Lsudonniti^e 
planted the colony anew, and Sir John HawMns was able to afford 
it some assistance on his homeward voyage from the West Indies in 
the following year. Rihault also came out again with reinforcements, 
hut soon after his arrival a Spanish expedition fell upon the settiement, 
determined to root out heresy in America ere it could fully establish 
itself. The Huguenots were taken by surprise. Laudonnifere and a 
few others escaped by sea. Rihault and every other Frenchman 
whom the Spaniards couldpcatch were ruthlessly massacred. The 
Spaniards then took possession of the fort and settled down in their 
viotiDM^ places. In 1667 Dominique de Gourges with another French 
expedition recaptured the place and hanged every Spaniard in it by 
®^t the Huguenot colony was not replanted. 

Farther north there was no renevftl of the projects of Cartier and 
Roher^ until the dose of the century. Then, in 1698, the Marquis 
sm^ settigment in^ Acadia. This fail 0 (r"^b' 
prospM^nd was ahanddned m 1603, at which time only twelve persons 
'Were In 1605 the Huguenots founded Port Royal (afterwards 
- 4^apous) in the same region, ahandonhm it two years later. The next 
attempt proved a permanent success. £i 1608 Samuel de nhp.Tr.p1fl,in 
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sailed up the St. Lawience and established a trading post at Quebec, 
and at about the same time Port Royal was also re-occupied. The two 
provinces of Canada and Acadia thus began their careers side by side: 
In the farmer the purpose Was rather trade with the Indians than; 
agricultural settlement, but the latter, after long years of precarious: 
hardship, became a true colony, self-supporting _and to a large' extent' 
cut off from the outside world. Canada was governed by offieials'i'' 
appointed by the crown, whilst a company provided the funds andl 
drew profit from tjie fur trade. The result was that Quebec depended 
upon food supplies from home, and the scanty Erenoh population 
ranged over a far greater stretch of territory than they were able 
effectively to occupy. 

The next step belongs to the year 1627, shortly after the accession 
of Cardinal Richelieu to power in Prance. Richelieu took a -widen 
view of colonization than any of his predecessors had done, forecasting 
the aU-embracing.mtercantile policy characteristic of both England, and - 
Eranoe in the latter half of the seventeenth century. machinery 
he favoured was that of the chartered company with monopoly rightsi 
In the year mentioned he formed the Company of the Hundred Assooij 
ates (or of New France) and the Company of "the Isles of America, the . 
former to exploit the continent, and the latter the West Indies. African 
? undertakings also sprang up during his ministry, and in' the year of', 
■jhis death he chartered the Company of the Indies to resume the eastern i 
trade which had failed to prosper under its smaller predecessors. A 
French authority counts it as a fundamental error fliat he failed to 
perceive the unsuitabiht^ of companies for the work of colonization.^ , 

The Company of the Hundred Associates secured -widespread’ 
privileges,-rinoluding sovereignty and the monopoly of 'trade from 
Florida to the Arctic. Virginia and the Pilgrims’ colony of Plymouth 
, were already in existence at the time of the grant, but Richelieu, at 
' war with Charles I. and Buckingham, ignored the English achievements. 
English and Scotch pioneers nevertheless administered a rude shook 
to his pretensions. Sir William Alexander occupied Acadia in 1627 
ahd'two years, later Sir Da-vid Kirke captured the French foodshipa 
and starved Champlain into surrender at Quebec. For the moment 
the French flag disappeared from North America. But in 1632 Charles 
I., compelled by his political ambitions to gain peace at any price, 
restored both Canada and Acadia, and Richelieu’s company was able 
to resume its operations. During' the next thirty years, however 
successful it may have proved as a trading concern, it did little for the 
' cause of colonization. By 1663 -the French population 'Of Canada 
amounted only' to 2500 persona. The Jesuits, who sent out their first 
mission in 1625, were active in exploration and conversion of the 
Indians. The' latter M into two great groups, the Hujmss and 
Algong-uius who iohabited Canada and the shores of the great lakes, 

^ Paul leiov-Beanlieu, De la eolomaaiion dhez lea peuples modemea, 4th. edit., Paxis, 
1891, p. 146. ^ 
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and the Iroquois confederacy who held the watershed between the 
St. Lawrence "and the Hudson River. The former group fell uuiIpt ; 

1 French influence ; the latter preserved their independence but -leaned 
usually towards alliance with the English colonies. T^ French 
■pioneers of the seventeenth century were commonly more anocessful 
elin.Ti the English in their dealings with coloured races, whether with the 
red men of America, the Caribs of the West Indies, or the more civilized 
peoples of the east. Their natural courtesy was an asset in comparison 
with the rougher manners of their rivals, the Jesuit teaching had the 
merit of uniformity and simplicity as against the discordant systems 
of the various Protestant sects, and French as a adapted them- 
selves without scruple to native ways of life. A governor of Canada 
attended a meeting of Indian chiefs painted and befeathered like his 
hosts ; in the West Indies Frenchmen discarded European clothes 
and lived naked among the Carib cannibals ; and in general they 
displayed little antipathy to the mixed marriages which were anathema 
in New England^ 

In -the West Indies the Company of the Isles of America developed 
the French portion of St. Kitts and inaugurated settlements in Mairin- 
• ique and Guadeloupe and the western end of Hispaniola, named St. 
i Domingo by the ^ench. None of these islands rivalled the early 
prosperity of Barbados, but all made steady progress in preparation 
for the flood-tide of success which came to ibhem ia the eighteenth 
century. In one respect the Caribbean colonies were more promising 
than New France ; they were the only refflon to which Bxenchmen 
would emigrate at all freely. In the perioa 1670-80 their population 
was between four and five times that of Canada. Th e qu estion, pf 
emigration was in .reality the rock upon which the old Frmch empire 
aplit. Itjffodufled daring aoldiera, seamen and exploieie in profusion ; 
b® never a sufficiency of sober, hard-forking cultivators oLihe-New 
ETrigland and'Maryland type. The comparative success of the West ' 
Indian plantittions indicates what might have been done elsewhere, 
for it took place in spite of and not as a result of the efforts of the 
Company of the, Mea of America. The latter body sought to gmd 
the faces of the planters by buying their produce cheap and selliug 
them French goods dear. ^ The colonists therefore disregarded its 
monopoly and invited Dutch traders to deal with them. Dutch 
sea-power reaped the benefit, and the Bkenoh Company fell into' 
state of bankraptcy, 

, French merchants directed their i^^oughts to the east almost as early 
J as did the English and the Dutch. Henry IV. chartered an Bast 
; India Company in 1604, and Louis XIII. another in 1611, but neither 

Let^y-BeauUeu, op. eit. p. 140, says of the ITrenoh as colonists : “ H n’est pas de 
peuple qni sache miens se pher h, tons lea cUmats et h tontes les conditions d’ existence, 
q.ni Boit plus eympatiiiipie aux races Stiaiig&res et primitives, qui sanhe mieux se f ondie 
aveo lea abatigdnes et s’app];c>prier anx differents milieux.” On the other hand he 
find.v coupled -ndth these very qualities t-ffo causes of Prenoh failure, “ le gout outrd 
des aventures et la f amlit^ h prendre lea moenrs et les idtes des populations primiti'ves.* ' 
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of these projects- came to the stage of action. In 1616, however, the 
persons concerned obtained a new grant, and despatched two ejcpe- 
ditions to the Eastern Archipelago with very moderate success. Little 
further "v^as done until 164:2, when Richelieu, as we have seen, founded 
the Company of the Indies. This body determined, as its first step, 
to plant a settlement in Madagascar to serve n.s a base from which, 
to develop the Indian trade. The effort absorbed all its capital, and 
after precariously maintaining its hold for some years against the 
native tribes of the island, it too sanlc into impotence.^ 

Such was the generally disappointing condition of the French empire 
when the Age of Louis XIV. began with the death of Cardinal Mazarin 
in 1661. Louis determined to be Ms own cMef minister and to reduce 
the ofiSoers of state to a position strictly subordinate to Mmseff but 
to Jean Baptiste Colbert, who took charge of finance, the navy, 
commerce and the colonies, he aEowed a free hand in Ms own depart- 
ment. Colbert took office with Ms policy already framed. Some years 
earlier he had written to Mazarin ; “ We must re-establish or create I- 
all industries, even those of luxury ; establish a protective system in 
the customs ; organize the producers and the traders in corporations ; 
ease the fiscal bonds which are harmful to the people ; restore to , 
France the marine transport of her productions ; develop the colonies 
and attach them commercially to France ; suppress all the inter- 
mediaries between France and India ; develop the navy to protect the ; 
mercantile marine.” ® TMs was the system wMoh was becoming, and 
was to remain for over^a century, the gospel of aE the sea-powers. 
In France for some twenty years it found its most briEiant ezempE- 
' fication and produced its most striking results. It is therefore justly 
known b/’the name of Colbertism, althou^ no sin^e man can claim 
to have been its inventdrT ” 

In pursuit of his first object of universal and detaEed control Colbert 
determined to sweep up aE external enterprises into two great company 
organizations, one for the East Indies and the other for the West. 
In 1664: he obtained his edicts. The Company of the West was given 
the control of aE American, West Indian and African possessions, the 
latter— the slaving stations — ^being rightly regarded as belonging to 
the western colomal system. At the saffie time the new East India 
Company obtained a fifty years’ monopoly of trade in the Indian 
Ocem and the Pacific, and a government guarantee against financial 
loss for the first ten years. 

The Company of the West thus took over the purely colonial business 
of _,Ff Sr6e in addition to yas^jteatog_.interests. But, taught by 
experience, Colbert laid down stringent conditions to prevent the 
former from being sacrificed to the latter, and the «uown kept in its 
hands the appointment of aU the principal colonial officials. In 

1 Por details of the Madagascar colony see H. Castonn^t des Fosses, L*Inde franfout 
avard Dupkie, Paris, 1887, pp. 40-5. 

. s Henry Weber, La Oompagniefranfaise de» Indea, Pads, 1904, p. 100< 
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. Canada three men shared the administration : the governor, the titdai 
chief, who concerned himself principally with military matters ; the i 
>.intendant, who managed civil and fiscal affairs and was often able to ' 

, overrule the governor ; and the Bishop of Quebec, who contplled the 
important missionary department and thus incidentally dealt with 
much of the business of exploration. In Talon the minister found an ' 
intendant after his own heart, and the two worked hard for the advance- 
ment of the colony. Talon was the first ofidcial, either English or 
French, to see the importance of the Hudson River to the future of ■ 
North America, and he vainly urged the aeguidtion of New York by 
diplomatic or warlike means. Louis XIV. was not sufficiently im- 
pressed to make a bid for the place, and the Treaty of Breda confirmed 
it to England. In Canada itself the care of the adroinistration produced 
a revival of energy and for the first time a perceptible growth of 
population. The latter trebled in the years 1664-74, and reached 
, nearly 10,000 by 1679. Canada differed absolutely 'from the English 
colonies in that there was no representative government. .Ml control 
was bureaucratic, the land was held on feudal tenures, and the French 
division of classes into seigneurs and peasants reproduced itself. This 
retarded agriculture by keeping the more independent spirits in the 
ranks of the hunters and pioneers who could push into the wildemesa 
beyond the reach of social restraints. The careers of Radisson and 
G-roseilliers, who did such good service to the Enghsh Hudson’s Bay 
Company, furnish an illustration of this tendency, and the loss which it 
caused to French interests. 

In the Caribbean the Company of the "West was financially more 
successful than its predecessor, but by enforcing the trade restrictions 
which the latter body had only asserted it seems to have retarded the 
development of the islands as colonies. One result of Colbert’s work 
was that the royal navy of France made its first appearance in the West 
Indies in 1666, assisting in the reduction of the Enghsh islands which 
the Treaty of Breda restored in the following year. In spite of its 
success in this region the Company of the West' as a whole fell into 
difficulties, and ten years’ experience convinced Colbert that the control 
of the cro'wn was the proper means of developing the colonial empire. 
In 1674, accordingly, he abolished the Company and continued the 
administration directly in the long’s name. 

. 1 , During this period Canadian energy in certain directions was very 
•''evident. In 1669-73 the Jesuits had completed the exploration of 
the great lakes. They now struck^^-southwards to the headwaters of 
the^hfeffl^ippi and its affluents. In 1682 LaS^fc traversed the great 
river to its mouth m the GiilT of Mexioo."***®i*?noe the project arose 
of colonizing the Mississippi del'ta and ultimately its whole basin. The 
new xe^on received the name of Loui^na . and La SaUe lost his life 
in a vain attempt to plant it in 1687. The first permanent settlement 
ffld not take place until the .close of the century, and l^w Orleans, 
its later capital, only dates from 1717. In the meantime ■the trend of 
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events was launching Canada upon a course of military adventures 
very congenial to its restless inhabitants. Colbert, died in 1683 at a 
juncture when colonial and European rivahieirwere once more growing 
acute. Lpuis .XIV. bent all his energies to the aggrandisement of 
France along her eastern frontiers. A reaction set in against the high 
consideration hitherto given to the colonies, and thenceforward until 
the Eevolution the ruling circles at the French court, although patron- 
izing overseas interests in time of peace, sacrificed them to the lure of 
military conquest, on the Rhine in time of war. The French nobles, 
who governed Canada were thus left very largely to frame their own 
policy and carry it on with their own resources ; and considering the 
scantiness of the latter, their work was undeniably brilliant. The 
Comte de Frontenao served his first term as governor from 1672 to 
He established forts Frontenao and Niagara at the eastern and 
western ends of Labe Ontario, and made some progress towards winning 
the Iroquois from the English alliance. He could not, however, agree 
with the intendant, and was recalled. In his absence hostilities broke 
out with the English in Hudson’s Bay, and the Iroquois made war 
upon his successor, who lost the Ontario forts. At the outbreak of 
the general war in 1688 Frontenao was reinstated. He kept the 
frontiers of New York and New England in constant alarm, discouraged 
the Iroquois, and recaptured Acama, overrun by the New Englanders 
in 1691. But for the lack of naval support he would certaimy have 
done more. D’Iberville, his most bnlliant Subordinate, aH but 
destroyed the English hold on Hudson’s Bay, and ravaged the little 
En gl ish settlements in Newfoxmdland. Thfe favourable colonial terms 
obtained by France at the Treaty of Eyswick were largely due to 
Frontenac^s work. He died in 1698. In the renewed war of 1701-13 
Canada was less enterprising and the home government even less able 
j to afford assistance. The Treaty of Utrecht therefore accorded the 
[fringes of New France — ^Newfoundland, Acadia and Hudson’s Bay 
I — definitely to Great Britain. The loss was partly attributable to 
neglect of the fine navy which Colbert had built up. 

The revived East In^a Company of 1664 enjoyed alonger lease of life 
than did that of the west. It attempted at first to resume the project 
of a Madagascar colony, but found the Opposition of the natives too 
strong. As an alternative it occupied the smaller islands of Bourbon 
and title Me of France, now known as Reunion and Mauritius. ' Here 
after many years it was successful in founding the desired naval base 
in the Indian Ocean. In India itself Franpois Caron established the 
first French factory at Surat in 1668. The grant of another post at 
Masulipatam on the Bay of Bengal followed in 1669. The Company 
now acted with great vigour, and sought to gain a footing at Trin- 
comalee in Ceylon. A Dutch force, however, evicted the French, who 
proceeded ne^ to St. Thom4 on the Coromandel Coast. Dutch 
hostility pursued them thither, and in 1674 l^ie garrison of St. Thom.4 
had to capitulate. The French commander, Franjois Martin, had' 



358 A SHOET HISTOEY OP BEITISH EXPANSIOH 

matin a gaPant defence, and seemed permission to witlidraw witi the 
TioTmnra of wai. He had anticipated the situation, and had already 
surveyed another position on the same coast. To this place, afterwards 
known as Pondicherry, he led the sixty; followers who wcts le^t to him. 

He remained there for some years, working hard to establish his country- 
men in the goodwill of the native powers. 

In spite of Martin’s success the French company was not at this 
period financially prosperous. When the next Dutch war broke out 
in 1688-9 it was able to send little help to its serv^ts in India. Li 
1693 therefore Pondicherry surrendered to a great Dutch armament, 
to be restored by the Treaty of Eyswick in 1697. In the meanwhile 
the Smat factory had decayed and had been abandoned, but in com- 
pensation the French had obtained a footing at Chandemagore in 
Bengal, receiving a formal grant for a factory in 1688. On recovering 
Pondicherry the Company made it their head factory and the seat of 
their director-general in the east. Franpois Martin was the first 
holder of the post, dying in harness in 1706.’- At this junctme the 
history of the Company resembled that of its English rival half a 
century before. Its servants were malting headway in India, but at 
home its afiairs were in the utmost disorder. The disastrous wars and 
the general ruin of the French finances reacted upon a business which 
bad never been sound to such an extent that it was reduced to licensing 

S iivate merchants to carry on th.e trade. From 1712 onwards it 
espatched no ships of its own for nearly eight years, and Colhertiaj 
once promising bid for eastern commerce seemed destined to collapse. 
One point is noticeable in tiie wars of 1688-1713 : there is little record 
of hostilities in India between the English and the French. Neither 
aide was sufficiently established to risk a struggle in presend^ of strong 
native powers, and both accordingly entered into local agreements for ^ 
neutrality. In 1707, however, occurred the death of Aurangzeb, the 
last Mogul emperor to exercise real authority beyond the environs of 
Delhi. This eventj presaging a j^eriod of revolution and insecurity, 
was destined ultimately to' modify the position and policy of all 
Europeans in the country. 

In the years succeeding the Treaty of Utrecht the maia interest of 
French colonial history cenCres in the mother-country. Louis XIV. 

> died in 1716, leaving his Iringdom in a condition of bankruptcy and 
^ distress wliich contrasted strongly with the prosperous state of England. 
The Duke of Orleans assumed the government as regent for Louis 
XV., and gave his countenance to th.^ proposals of John Law, a Scottish 
j financier who came to France at this time. Law’s plan for the repay- 
,*meat of the debt and the re-establishment of prosperity bore some 
j resemblance to the South Sea Scheme in England. He developed it by 

\ ” Pondioh&y ofErait ima physionomie touts partiouli^ et 
dmciait des autrea villes qua lea ISuioptena poaaddaient en Asie. Lea habitants 
yivaieut entia eux avec ooidialitd. Lea antipathies de race et de oonleur y dtaient, 
incoimues.” Castounet des Sessea, op. cit. p. 129. 
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degrees, its ultimate form being the establishment of a huge and 
universal trading company to take over aU the overseas interesla of 
the country, absorb the national debt into its own stock, and command 
the necessary confidence by means of a close alliance with the govern- 
ment. lie began with a renewed Company of the West in 1717, which, 
like the older body of lie same name, controlled the trade and the 
public lands of Canada and Louisiana. In Canada its actual influence 
was small, but on the Mississippi it began vigorous measures, sending 
out 6Q00 colonists and founding New Orleans. In 1719-20 it absorbed 
the East India Company, the Barbary, St. Domingo, and Guinea 
Companies, and a China Company established some years previously. 
The two last-mentioned bodies were in a moribund condition similar 
to that of the East India Company. In addition to these undertakings. 
Law’s great corporation, now styled the Perpetual Company of the 
Indies, had a tobacco monopoly and a banking business. The end 
resembled that of the South Sea Bubble. The stock was inflated out 
of all proportion to the profits actually made, and the crash came in 
1720 when a panic succeeded the mania for speculation. Nevertheless 
some permanent good remained. The East India Company emerged 
from uie chaos with its trade set in motion once more, and enjoymg 
not only its former traffic with India but that with China, St. Domingo 
and Louisiana in addition. The latter colony suffered a relapse from 
the activity of 1717, but never feU quite to its former insignificance. 

After the fall of Law the French empire enjoyed over twenty years 
of peace. During this time, both at home and abroad there wasS 
a general revival of prosperity and rebirth of sea-power. Canada, ’ 
although stHl far behind the English colonies, participated in the 
movement’. In 1713 its population was about 20,000 ; in 1721, 25,000 ; 
in 1744, 54,000. It was therefore tending towards the same ratio of 
increase as in the remainder of North America — a doubling of numbers 
- every twenty years. The military efficiency of, this population was 
hi^ ih proportion to political and - economic -primitijeness. It' 
was~Boiinbgeneous and at the sole disposal of its governor. All men 
between the ages of fourteen and seventy were hable to service in the 
militia, and were regularly exercised and officered by seigneurs to 
whom they paid instinctive obedience*. This contrasted strongly 
with the conmtion of the English colonial militias, divided among a 
dozen uncoordinated governments, seldom called out except in time 
of emergency, accustomed to cavfl at the orders, or rather the en- 
treaties, of the king’s representa|iveB, and to treat their own officers 
with democratic familiarity. Nevertheless New England alon^ 
possessed five times the population of New France, and this superioriWjf 
of weight must have proved decisive had the colonists been left twi 
decide their quarrels without interference from home. * 

I The rulers of Canada by no means admitted as final the territorial 
. losses sustained at Utrecht. The disastrous failure of the English 
.expedition which attempted to ascend the St. Lawrence in 1711 led 
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ftiein to believe that the heart of their colony was tmaasailable. As a 
' further safeguard they planted the banks of the Richelieu River, flowing 
between Lake Champlain and the St. Lawrence, with disbanded soldiers 
and their offlcers. In 1720 they began the constraotion of the great 
fortress of Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island. This was intended as a 
refdge for a French fipet and a base from which to reconquer New- 
foundland and Nova Scotia. The latter province they kept in a 
constant state of insecurity by boundary disputes and religious 
propaganda among the French inhabitants. In theAIississippi waJley 
they were also active, building a series of foTtifi.ed posts along the 
course of that river and never losing sight of the project of linldng-up 
Canada and Louisiana as one continuous dominion. ^ 

The French West Indies also date a forward movement from the 


days of Law. • Although his method of expansion had been that of 
the chartered company, his organization had been so closely boimd 
to tbe state that it escaped many of the vices to which commercial 
control of colonies was prone. From 1717 the West Indian trade 
enjoyed freedom from the too excessive restrictions imposed by 
Colbert. By reason partly of this freedom and partly of the fact that 
their soil had not yet been exhausted, the French islands shot ahead 
of the English. By 1738 St. Domingo was exporting twice as much 
sugar as Jamaica, and Martinique and Guadeloupe were more prosperous 
than Barbados. The English planters lost the bulk of their European 
market to this competition. The French monarchical administration 
showed greater enlightenment than English parliamentary mercantilism 
by permitting the refining «of sugar in the cdlonies in despite of the 
theoretical loss to home industry. The revival of the French New- 
foundland fishery, and the progress of Canada and above^all of the 
West Indies, did much to rescue French sea-power from the extinction 
into which Louis XIV. had allowed it to fall. 


The East India Company resumed its independent life in 1723, 
having already recommenced its trade under Law. Pondicherry 
became a large and weIL-:govemed town, with growing fortifications 
and a trade which in 1730 enabled it to send five and a half million 
francs worth of goods to France. The Company’s port of Lorient in 
Brittany was busy with the'^despatch of cargoes and the building of 
large merchantmen. At the Isle of France Bertrand de la Bourdounais, 
a seaman of established reputation appointed governor in 1735, created 
a thriving colony and a dockyard capable of repairing warsliips and 
serving as a refuge for a fleet. In l^dia itself the Company acquired 
the additional factories of Mah6 on tiie Malabar Coast and Karik^l in 
Tanjore. Chandemagore in Bengal, hitherto a minor station, received 
as its governor in 1730 Joseph Francois Dupleix, who in eleven years 
made it the richest European settlemait in the province. According 
to the orthodox accounts Dupleix during this period meditated and 
worked out his daring and on^al plans- for a French subjugation of 
India, gaming experience and onildmg up a system of native conneo-. 
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tions by means, of whicb be intended to expel the English from the 
country.^ This pioiect he continued after Ms promotion to the 
govemor-generalsMp at Pondicherry in 1741, and the outbreak of 
hostilities soon afterwards gave him a chance of putting it to the test. 

Great as was the advance of the British empire in- the generation of 
peace after Utrecht, that of the Prench was mpre striking and seemed 
to promise unbounded future success. In 1716 the Erenoh mercantile 
marine comprised but 300 vessels ; in 1735 it numbered 1800, of which 
sixtyj ranging from 400 to 800 tons each belonged to the East India 
Company.® It was progress of tMs sort wMch excited the forebodings 
of William Pitt, the most disinterested of Walpole’s opponents, and 
caused him to welcome the opportunity of trying a fall with the 
Bourbon monarcMes. The Anglo-Spanish war of 1739 and the 
Austrian Succession war of 1740, in which England and Erance fought 
first as auxiliaries and later as principals, thus afforded an outlet to 
restless ambitions long pent up on either side of the Channel. 

^ His oaieor, from this point of view, ie narrated by Tibulle Hamont, DupUix ^aprif 
aa correapemdanca inMita, Paris, 1881. A later historian, however. Prosper Coitni, 
DitpUix, Paris, 1901, olaimsto have examined Dupleix’s papers with ef^ual oare and to 
have discovered in them no trace of any great pre-arranged plan. In his preface 
ho says : “ Je crois avoir demoatr4 : 1° (pie la Compagnie n’avait pas lea moyena 
de suivre une politique, et n’en a jamais en auoune ; 2° que Bapleu, avant 1740, 
n’en eut pos plus (ju’olle ; 3° ^ue I’entrepriae qu’il a tentie alors, nie des oiroonatanoes, ne 
dovait pas avoir de lendemain et n’a pouas^e qu’au hasard ; qu’il a agi au jour lo jour 
et n’a pas eu de plan arrdt4 avant 1763 ; 4° que, par suite, il a manqu6 des resBonroca 
ndoessnireB i et quant ii aos chefs, ils n’ont pu apprdeiei h temps le valour de projats 
tout J. fait oontraires h leurs traditions.” farther on he depreoatea the popular 
conception of ” ce Buplelx Icgendaire, aans vice et eans faiblesso, pieaque divin,’’ and 
asserts that the Oovemor of Chandemagore is revealed by his own letters as ” un 
commerf antaotif mais malheuiaux, un homine ambitioux, non do oonqudiir nn empire, 
mais d’alleT vivie hourgeoisement en Prance.” 

' Castonnet des Fosses, op. ail p. 224, 



CHAPTER IV 


THE ANGLO-FRENCH STRUGGLE IN INDIA 

(i) Diipleix md the Oamatie Wars 

The clieq^uered Mstory of English trade with the oast gave place 
after the union of the companies to a long period of tranquil and 
uneventful progressj unbroken by wars abro^ and scarcely disturbed 
by faction at home. The United East India 'Company possessed the 
staffj the factories and the prestige of the old corporation, together with 
the parliamentary charter of the new. It expressed the solidity of 
its position by its choice of a motto : Auspioio Regis et Seiiatus Angliae. 
An addftionaf factor promoting that arfrcJity hy m its farge Zoans to 
tile state. By 1737 its subscribed capital amounted to £4,200,000, the 
whole of which was in government hands. It carried on its trade upon 
the interest received for this sum, the rate standing ioriginaUy at 8 per 
cent., but falling by successive stages to 3 per cent, as hhe eighteenth 
century advanced. Its own business was generally luoratiffe, imlike 
that ol its French rival, so that it was enabled to pay the shareholders 
an average dividend of about 9 per cent. In 1720 its stock reached 
its highest quotation of 466, and even at the end of a disastrous decade 
of war, thirty-five years later, it fell no lower than 1.48. In 1716, 
after preliminary experiments, it opened a regular trade with China, 
and tea became an important — ^ultimately the most important- 
article which it brought into England. Its exports still consisted 
of bullion and manufactured? goo&, the value of the former being 
originally three times that of the latter, although towards the end of 
the century the disproportion lessened until merdiandise predominated. 
It exported woollen goods at a loss, but found it expedient to continue, 
in order to conciliate the manufai^uring interest and the general 
mercantile opinion of the time. Walpole remained always the 
Company’s good friend. In 1720 it displayed readiness to sacrifice its 
own advantage to assist him in straightening out the South Sea tangle. 
Ten years afterwards he showed his gratitude by adroitly quashing a 
new agitation for an open trade to the east.^ 

1 On ttesa matters see ]?. P. Bobinson, The Trade of the Maal India Company, 1709- 
1813| Cambridget 1912 ^ suad CamiWdge Moderin vol. vi* pp. 629-30* 
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In India, as iji Eniope, tte tianqnillity of tie time was deceptive 
and destined not to last. The successors of Aurangzob became 
progressively more feeble, whilst the subadars or rulers of the six 



great provinces into which he had divided his empire sought more and 
more the status of independent sovereigns. The process of disruption 
spread further, the nawabs and rajahs of the smaller states disregarding 
.also the authority of their superiors. Persian and Afghan adventurers 
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poTirod ov6r tKo north-WGst frontiBT, Sonid dfipoxtod witli iOisiT 
plunder, others remained to found dynasties by the s-woxd. In the 
centre and the south the Maratha confederacy, against which the 
great Moguls had struggled with little success, extended thig area of 
th flir plundering raids and increased their redoubtable military power. 
In the space of two years, 1740-2, they IdUed the Nawab of the Carnatio, 
raided Bengal, and alarmed Madras and Bombay. It was their destiny, 
in fact, to prepare the whole country for European domination by 
destroying m detail the Mohammedan governments which emerged 
from the wreck of the Mogul empire.’- By 1740, “ the Indian people 
were becoming a masterless mmtitude swaying to and fro in the 
political storm and clin gin g to any power, natural or supernatural, 
that seemed likely to protect them. They were prepared to acquiesce 
in the assumption of authority by any one who could show himself 
able to discharge the most elementary functions of government in 
the preservation of life and property. In short, the people were 
scattered without a leader or protector; while, the political system 
under which they had long lived was disappearing in complete 
disorganization.” ® 

With India in such a state of anarchy the rival European trading 
bodies could not for ever stand aloof from its politics. They must 
secure their hold by military and political action, or perish. The 
Dutch loosened their grip. They withdrew more and more from their 
Indian interests and concentrated their energies upon the archipelago 
where their supremacy was unchallenged. The English and the 
French held on, and the war which broke out between their govern- 
ments at home in 1744 merely hastened a struggle which must have 
begun independently in the east at a slightly latra datd.' In the 
geographical distribution of its settlements the English Company had 
an advantage. At Bombay, Madras and Calcutta it possessed three 
establishments of the first rank in widely separated regions. It was 
unlikely that all three would he menaced at the same moment, and one 
or two were therefore able to continue trading whilst misfortune 
overwhelmed their fellows. Bombay, in fact, never fell to any con-' 
queror, European or Indian, and' its harbour served as a refuge to 
British fleets when the monsSon season forbade them to remain upon 
the Coromandel Coast. The French, on the' other hand, possessed 
only one headquarters, Pondicherry, which became the centre of strife. 
Chandemagore, their river factory in Bengal, was easily blockaded 
and inaccessible to their sea-going nests. The latter also could find no 
retreat from the monsoon nearer than the Isle of France, far away in 
the western Indian Ocean. Karikal and Mah6, their southern factories, 
had little trade and were useless for naval and military purposes. 
For these reasons the French entered the contest with a severe handicap. 

* Sit A, C. Lyall, Rm Ex^mion of British Dominion in Indici, 6th edit., London, 

19X0tP«o5( 

* ibid. pp. Gl-5. 
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Their best asset was the good repute with the native princes, which 
successive governors of Pondicherry had laboured to acquire. 

La Bourdonnais, as we have seen, had displayed great energy during 
his governorship of the Isles of France and Bourbon. Among his 
notable achievements had been the creation in the former island of a 
fortified dockyard and harbour, Port Louis, capable of sheltering the 
large.st fleet likely to be used in eastern waters. Returning to France 
in 1739 he learned that war with England was probable. He proposed 
themfore to Cardinal Fleury that he ^ould take out an armed squadron 
to Port Lords and there await the opening of hostilities in readiness 
to strike the first blow on the Coromandel Coast. After delays and 
modifications the plan was adopted. He sailed in 1741 with five ships 
and 1700 soldiers and seamen. But the directors of the French Com- 
pany had no wish to fight their English competitors ; they preferred 
instead to seek an agreement for neutrality as in the previous war. 
Accordingly they prevailed with the aged cardinal to send La Bour- 
donnais an imperative instruction to return the ships immediately to 
Europe. The admiral, revisiting the Isle of France after a preliminary 
cruise on the Indian coast, found this unwelcome order awaiting him. 
He obeyed it. Scarcely had he done so than a counter-order arrived 
permitting him to keep the ships ; but they were already out of his 
reach. The whole transaction was characteristic of the French 
administration at this period. 

In the meantime Dupleix had left Chandemagore to take over 
the governor-generalship at Pondicherry. He arrived towards the end 
of 1741, and found that the events of that year had raised French 
prestige to a high level in the eyes of the native powers. A large 
Maratha arrdy had ravaged the Carnatic and demanded from PoniM- 
cherry a tribute and the handing over of certain refugees who had 
placed themselves under French protection. M. Dumas, the out-going 
governor-general, had refused with so bold a front that the raiders 
had drawn off without venturing to attack. Dupleix communicated 
with La Bourdonnais early in 1742 and approved his plans against 
the English, undertaking on his part to collect all materials for a 
siege of Madias. La Bourdonnais then retired to the islands to 
await the signal from France, only, as'^^e have seen, to find himself 
depriyed of his armed squai;on and left apparently destitute of 
resources. 

When war broke out the British government sent four warships to 
the east. They arrived at Madras in 1745, and their commander made 
preparations to attack Pondicherry. The French Company had 
forbidden Dupleix to spend anything on the defences, and the town 
seemed likely to fall an easy prey. But Dupleix turned his native 
connections to pood account. He induced the Nawab of the Oamatio 
to forbid hostihties upon his territory. The Madias authorities gave 
way, on condition that a like prohibition Should protect them &om 
■ the French if ever the balance of power should incline in favour of the 
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latter. The Engliah had yet to learn that neutrality guaranteed hy a 
native prince was a broken reed upon which to lean. 

La Bouidonnais heard of the outbreak of war in the autumn of 1744. 
His action upon receipt of the news proved him to be a great leader and 
organizer. He debained every French merchantman which touched at 
Port Louis, silenced thp objections of their commanders, armed them 
with the few light guns he could collect, trcined their crews as soldiers 
and gunners, and formed negro companies to increase his numbers. 

“ La Bourdonnais determined to make what he had pot. He himiself, 
carpenter, engineer, tailor and smith, constracted with his own hands 
the model of all the articles that were required. . . . Worldng in tMs 
way, he soon found himself at the head of a body of men well taught 
and well disciplined, and ready to undertake any enterprise he might 
assign to them.” In January, 1746, a seventy-gun sliip of the line 
arrived from France, in company with four more Indiamen. This 
raised his force to ten armed or partially armed vessels. 

La Bourdonnais had stiU to contend with, fortune. After leaving 
the Isle of France to join the ships which he had sent to await him on 
the coast of Madagascar he was overtaken by a hmuicane. One 
vessel foundered, the only battleship lost aU her masts, and the 
remainder sustained injuries more or less severe. Six more weeks of 
, terrific labour were necessary before he could resume the voyage to 
i the Coromandel Coast. He reached that locality towards the end 
of June, and immediateljr fought an action with the British squadron. 
The result was not decisive, but his opponents withdrew to the soutb- 
wards, leaving the way clear for bim to sail to Pondicherry. At this 
point began the differences between La Bourdonnais and Dupleix 
which ended in a complete rupture. The governor was anxibus for an 
immediate attempt upon Madras, but me admiral hesitated. At 
jlength, after a long dday the Freneh force sailed. It found its task 
unexpectedly easy. The English governor, Nicholas Morse, was not 
a strong man, neither were his defences prepared for a siege. He 
appealed to the Nawab to enforce neutrality according to his promise, 
but omitted to send the bribe proper to the occasion ; and Dupleix 
easily overcame the prince’s scruples. After a week’s siege, in which 
i the English had five casualtie^'and the French none, Madras capitulated , 
! in the middle of September, 

By the terms of the surrender La Bourdonnais undertook to restore 
the place on payment of a ransom. He was afterwards accused of 
receiving a bnbe from the English qn account of this complaisance. 
At his toal in France he was acquitted, but recent investigation allows . 
little room for doubt that he was guilty.® The eighteenth century 
scarcely regarded such a transaction as a breach of honour, and for La 

^ CoL G. B. MaUeson, Hiat, of the Frenoh in India, 2nd edit., re-issued, Edinburgh, 
1909, p. 122. 

“Sir G. Eorrest, Life of Olive, 2 vols. London, 1918, i. pp. 46-6 and 461-3. Tbs 
subject IS discussed at length in Malleson’s French, in India, 
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Bourdonnais fair excuses may be urged. His instructions had for- 
bidden him to make permanent conquests, he had no sympathy with 
Dupleix’s wide projects for which he knew the requisite sea supremacy 
to be lacking, and he had a shrewd suspicion that the close of the war 
would, so often before, see aU colonial gains restored. He therefore 
took what seemed to him the commonsense, course of paroling the 
English o£6.oials and accepting their bills for the ransom together with 
others for his private purse. Dupleix, bent upon the permanent 
exdwsion of the, British flag from the Carnatic, was furious. In the 
midst of their recriminations the monsoon burst, and its first gale 
well-nigh destroyed the French squadron lying off Madras. With 
the shattered remnant La Bouidonnais quitted the coast, arriving at 
the Isle of France in December. Thence he sailed for Europe, but was 
taken on the way by an English cruiser. The courtesy with which his 
captors behaved increased the suspicions of his countrymen and 
helped to earn him the three years’ confinement in the Bastille which 
awaited him ere his innocence was declared. 

Up to this point the main interest of the story has lain on the French 
side, for the initiative had been theirs, and the English had done little 
but submit passively to fate. But- when, on the departure of La 
Bourdounais, Dupleix refused to honour the latter’s engagements '■ 
and declared his intention of keeping Madras, the more energetic English- 
men were stung to action. Considering that Dupleix’s breach of 
faith absolved them from their parole they made their escape to 
Fort St. David, a minor English settlement lying on the coast a few 
miles south of Pondicherry. One of these Englishmen was Bobert 
Clive, hitherto a civilian servant of the Company, and now at the 
threshold* of his military career. 

Dupleix was not able immediately to proceed against Fort St. 
David, He had first to secure Madras against another party who 
complained of his tricky diplomacy. When despatching La Bour- 
donnais to the attack, he had quieted the half-hearted protest of the 
Nawab of the Carnatic by a promise to hand over the prospective 
conquest to his keeping. The Nawab now claimed fulfilment, and 
Duj^eix refused. An assault upon Madras by native forces followed, 
but M. Farads, a Swiss officer in command of a small French force, 
inflicted a decisive defeat on the Nawab’s troops, and the danger ‘passed. 

At Fort St. David, a small but strong place, with the native town of 
-Cuddalore adjoining it, the English fiaade "preparations for a stout 
fesistance. The governor, Hmde-,' possessed greater energy than 
/Morse, and English ships soon brought remforcements from other 
' ( 

\ ^ Homont and Malleson, as whole-hearted admireis ol Dupleix, deolaie that as the 
latter never signified his consent to La Boordonnais’ treaty with Morse, he was justified 
in infringing its terms. La Bourdonnais, however, expressly told Morse &at the 
Fondioherty government had consented to the ransom. Sir O. Forrest (i. p. 49) 
oonoludea that it had in fact done so. Whatever may have been Dupleix’s personal 
responsibility, the BngUsh of Madras, having received a promise of ransom from the 
• officer to whom they capitulated, were undoubtedly Ihe victims of a bteacih of faith. 
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parts of India. CUve received a military commission a^d took an active 
share in organizing the garrison. At the opening of 1747 the French 
began their attack. Paradis, their ablest officer, was no longer in 
p.Tiiftf command,. .and the attempt miscarried. Two other movem^tS 
against the fort had no better sncoe®, and with the passage of time the 
TTiTigliaTi grew stronger, and the French weaker. On the first day of 
1748 Majqr„.Stringer Lawrence arrived from England as commander- 
in-chi§f "of Hie Compands forces. In the snbseqnent years he rendered 
invafnable services and imparted his professional, training to,, the 
natural genius of Cdive. News also came to hand that Admiral 
Boscawen was leading to the Indian Ocean the strongest European 
squadron which had yet appeared there. At the end of J uly he dropped 
anchor off Fort St. David, and, joining to his force the vessels aheady 
on the coast, he had under Ms command tMrteen sMps of the line and 
about twenty smaller craft. 

Boscawen, aware that the war was drawing to its close, lost no time 
in- laying siege to Pondicherry. Although he had a great force mis- 
/fortune dogged the enterprise from the outset. His engineers proved 
' incompetent, and Major La-wrence, Ms best military officer, was captured 
in a prehminary fight. Dupleix, -zithin the town, although not by 
y taste or training a soldier, conducted a brilliant defence.^ At length, 

( after a two months’ siege, Pondicherry baffled its assailants. Boscawen 
i'drew off, not so much because he had lost hope of taking the place , 
as on account of the approach of the monsoon, wMch imposed a time . 
limit upon Ms operations. . 

^,In December arrived the- news that France and Great Britain had 
^ceased hostilities in the previous April. The terms of the Treaty of 
'■ Aix-la-Chapelle became known in the foEowing year, among them an 
.article to 'the effect that, Madras had been exchanged against the 
'British conquest of Louisbourg in America ; and in August, 1749, 
.Boscawen formahy leceived.the restitution of the town before sailing 
jfor Europe. In this manner La Bpurdonnais was justified and the 
' first bout in the struggle for India came to an end. Clive resigned his 
commission, and'the 'English on the Coromandel Coast betook -them- 
selves once more to their merchandise “ in the prospect of a firm and 
lasting peace.” ~ 

Their satisfaction did not long endure. Even before the restoration 
of Madras a series of events had begun wMoh was destined once more to 
plunge the Carnatic and its rival trading companies into war. Dupleix 
had long been upon uncomfortable ierms -with, the Nai^abi, ASwar-u ' 
Deen._ He smz'ed'iii I749^the dpportunity of promoting, Jjhe interests 
• of a rival claimant -toThe -^one. TMs was, a .prince, nanied .Chanda 
i SaMb, a firin friehd''of the French .and a -man of, military -talent and 
I European^ as well as Eastern culture. Chanda SaMb invaded the ' 
: Carnatic in company wi-th Muzafiar Jang, son of . 

^KorwBt (i. pp. 77-8) refutes the aspersions of Ma^jaulay and Mill on Duplctr’s 
courage. 
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Mogul Empire, !{ii the "event of success it was agreed that Chanda | 
Sahib was to be Nawab of the Carnatic, while Mu'zafer Jang was to ' t 
seek, with French help, the superior office of Nizam of the Deccan. < 
In July, 1749, the two adventurers met Anwar-u Deen at the battle : 
of Ambur?* Four hundred Frenchmen, sent by Duplgix, decided the ' 
fortune of the day. Anwar-u Deen was killed, and his conquerors 
, proceeded first to Arcot, where they proclaimed themselves in their 
, respective dignities, and then to Pondicherry, where Dupleix received 
jthem'Ji’ith open amis, Mohammed Ali, the son of the slain Nawab, 

' fled to Trichiuopoly in the southern end of the province, and there shut 
himself up and implored the help of the English. A pause now ensued. 
The English still clung to the idea of peace, and were unwilling to give 
Dupleix a pretext for withholding the restoration of Madras. The 
French on their side were desirous that Boscawen with his great fleet 
should leave Indian waters in accordance with the orders he had 
received ; and Boeoawen was known to be debating the propriety of 
remaining on account of the uncertain condition of affairs. Finally 
the French gave up Madras, and Boscawen set sail. Immediately 
'Dupleix despatched his allies to conquer Trichinopoly and so to com- 
plete their triumph. Contrary to his wishes they turned aside to levy 
blackmail on the Rajah of Tanjore. The business detained them, 
longer than they expected. In the interim Nasir Jang, a new claimant ' 
to tiie Deccan, entered the field with a great army. He swept down '' 
lupon the Carnatic, relieved Mohammed and was joined by Major 
pLawrenoe with an English contingent. 

English and French were now for practical purposes again at war, 
although they maintained the fiction of peace for some time by. pro- 
fessing to sdnm ’thdr' respective allies as auxiliaries, Dupleix has been 
credited with beginuiug this’policy of native aUianoes with.the definite 
purpose of oreatii^ an empire. In reality it would seem that his 
actions were the result of opportunism, were suggested to him rather 
than initiated by him, and that his object at this time was the narrower 
and more obvious one of depressing the English power.^ Both com- 
panies now had more troops in India than they cared to maintain in 
Vidleness, but neither dared disarm in face of the oihei. They had 
i therefore a strong inc^tive to intervene fin the disputed successions 
as a means of recouping thelf expenditure. The supposed original 
plana of Dupleix thus arose naturally from the ciroumstanoos, and 
were pursued contemporaneously by his opponents.^ But he may 
fairly he credited with superior abjjity and grasp of essentials in their 
execution. 

, The year 1760 witnessed a medley of fighting,, treachery and intrigue 
in which Dupleix found fid! scope for his talents. On the French side 
the struggle disclosed the presence of a general, comparable to Olive in ’ 
•[.genius. This was the Marquis de Bussy, an impoverished nobleman 
•' wild Had come to India .with the intention of seeking, iu a very literal 

; . ^ Oultm, 226-7, 238-7. * Of. Lyall, op. cit. pp. 91-2. 
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sense, fortune and fame. He succeeded so well that in twenty years 
he was able to retire to his native land with the reputation of being one 
of the ablest leaders and richest men living. Nasir Jang, the Engliah 
candidate for the Deccan, alternately buffeted and cajoled ^ Dupleix, 
was at length murdered by his oTO_pe.ople;. Mohamme'd.Ali once 
more took refuge intTrichinopoly ; Muzaffar Jang bestowed a huge 
reward and the title of nawab ujwn Dupleix ; and at the close of the 
year French affairs yreie at the high tide of prosperity. 

Their successes continued for some months longer. Early 1761 
i\ Dupleix despatched Bussy to conduct Muzaffar Jang to the ’Deccan 
[and install him as Nizam. On the march the prince was shot m a 
'v' wayside scuffle with some malcontents who resisted his passage. 
Nothing daunted, Bussy selected another puppet, Salabat Jang, as 
Nizam in.. his place, and established him at Haidarabad, the capital 
of the* province. In the Carnatic a new personahty came upon the • 
scene— ThomM Saunders, who moved from a minor factory to 'take ' 
up the governorship of Madras, and determined at onc6 that the 
V Fiugliah shoffld intervene actively on behalf; of Mfthammed AJi. The ' 
^ latter was still' at Trichinopoly, and at the outset English aid brought ' 
him little comfort. He was defeated by some local adversaries whom 
he attempted to punish, and a large body of bis troops went over to 
Chanda Sahib. Thereafter, with a small English detachment sent to . 
relieve him, he was oj,qs_ely , besieged by the French and their allies, 
stripped of every inch of his territory outside the walls, and apparently . 
destined to succumb to the star of Dupleix. 

Robert Clive had heen-a civilian since the Peace of 1748. He had, 
however,, been employed on commissary duties with the armies in the , 
field, and had seen for himself the desperate position oFMohammed . 
Ali, with whose fortunes those of the English were bound up. At j 
this juncture, in July, 1781, he desired to be a soldier once more, and | 
Saunders granted him a captain’s commission. Since Lawrence had * 
temporarily quitted India, Clive became by common consent the ‘ 
leading British officer in the Carnatic. He immediatdy set out for 
Trichinopoly, fought his way through, the besiegers, and returned with 
a discouraging repo rt and h is, mind made up tb.at only the boldest of 
measures could ret riev e thS situation. The measure he proposed was 
a surprise blQs^t^cdtrtEh,.capital, which ,Chanda Sahib bad denuded 
of troops for the siege of Tnohinopoly. Saunders approved, and t 
forwarded the preparations with aU the means in lus power. His 
utmost efforts could only provide pive with a force of 200 Europeaqs ' 
and 600 sepoys, and tins left less than 160 men in the garrisons of 
Madras and Fort St. David. Saunders, however, was a man who 
could risk all in the hands- of -a. soldier- he trusted. Cliyg,.§J).tered, 
Arcot on the first day of September, and took possession of the fort 

P lthout difficulty. As he had calculated, Chanda. Sahib, .was severely 
t by tie loss of his ca]^ital, and detached a large. propo:;rtion of his army 
trom Trichinopoly to retake it.' Fox fi% days dive his handful 
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held the fort agaipst from fifteen to twenty times their own numbers. , 
The watchful Marathas were struck with admiration, and ’Morari 
Rao, one of their chiefs, imdertook to come to the relief of the English. 
As a last resort the besiegers attempted to storm the fort, and after a 
night of fiirious fighting they were beaten off. Then they broke off 
the siege, and retreated in disorder, leaving C^ve triumphant with 
less than half his original force surviving. Throughout the siege he 
had had but three British officers to help him. 

Thei<idefence of ^cot changed the aspect of the war. By reviving 
English presti^ it placed the contending nations on a greater equality 
than before. Dupleix, with Bussy far away in the Deccan, looked in 
vain for a general to command his forces. He had capable officers, 
but none with the fearless genius of Clive. The latter took the field 
immediately, and improved his success. In December, 1761, he 
defeated Chanda Sahib’s airmy and its Efehbh aiixilianes af Arm,^and 
toolp6njevaram,<n strong position commanding the roa;d from ®aias 
to Arco'€“"Tlre'EB.gIi^i, hitherto confined to the walls of their factories, 
wctTuow beginning to overrun the province in the interest of their 
claimant, Mohammed Ah. 

All now depended upon the fate of the latter at Trichinopoly, which 
wouH loM since have fallen but for Olive’s enterprise elseTOere. The 
j iFrehch officer in command of the besiegers was Jacques Erangois Law, 
/nephew of the fihaheierr Ho was sluggish and obstinate in his methods, 

I and nothing that Dupleix could urge sufficed to goad him to action 
while there was yet time to achieve success. . Early in 1762 Lawrence 
arrived again in India and assumed the chief command. In company 
with Olive he set out to relieve Mohammed Ah. They defeated Law 
under the ^aUs of Trichinopoly, and, the,.Erenoh leader . then., took / 
refuge in an island hard by, form^ by two chamiels of the River Cavery. /' 
Dupleix appointed D’Auteuil, an aged officer, to march to the rescue. 
-In several weeks of confused fighting Clive foiled and ultimately 
captured D’Auteuil. Chanda Sahib also fell into the hands of his 
enemies, and finally Law and his troops surrendered. Trichinopoly j 
had become the pivot of Dupleix’s schemes, had drawn like a magnelt j 
aU the fighting forces in the country, and was now the scene of a I 
disaster which proved the ruin of the grellt Erench statesman. j / 

Chanda Sahib did not long survive the failure. The chief who was 
' guarding him took an early opportunity to strike ofi his head and send 
it to Mohammed Ali. The latter assumed the full state of Nawab of 
the Carnatic, and CUve and Lawrenpe, with other British officers, spent 
the remainder of 1762 in making Hs power a reality by capturing the 
French garrisons spread over the country. In the following year 
’ Clive returned to England for the sake of his health. Dupleix showed a 
'Wonderful talent for retrieving misfortune. Recruits reached him 
• .from France, and he undertook once more to recover Trichinopoly 
in the interest of Chanda Sahib’s son. Bussyl secure in the Deccan, 
reached out northwards to Masulipatam, and conquered the Northern 
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Circars, the coast province to the north of the Carnatic. Bussy indeed 
looked somewhat patronizingly upon Dupleix’s struggles, and recom- 
mended him to make peace with the English and concentrate upon 
the central Indian prospects. Dupleiz, however, held on. In his 
long dud with iiawrence he gained some military successSs, but his 
treasury was now empty, and notliing but strong support from home 
could mtimately save him. Such was his position when a sudden 
blow ended his Indian career in the summer of 1764. 

News took long to reach Europe in the eighteenth century, and that 
of the Triohinopoly disaster of 1752 only came to hand in the following 
year. The directors of the Erench Company had long been diaHa.t,iBfi 4 
v^h their governor-general, whose imperial projects they did not ■ 

■ jmderstand,^ and whose ihdifferenee to trading interests enraged 
' They now entered into negotiations with the English Company and 
determined to recall Dupleix. Godeheu, his successor, reached Pondi- 
cherry in August, 1754. According to his instructions he sent Dupleiz 
home in the next ship to sail, and made with the Madras government a 
treaty by which Mohammed Ali was recognized as Nawab, and both 
sides undertook to interfere no more in native politics. The Erench 
retained their own factories, and Bussy was left undisturbed in virtual 
control of the Deccan. 

Admirers of Dupleix have described this treaty as a base betrayal. 
Opinion on the spot regarded it as favourable to the French, in view 
of the actual position of affairs. Dupleix himself claimed that ha 
was on the pomt of victory. He Hved nine years longer, sufiermg 
persecution and poverty, and compomg the memoirs in which he built 
up that theory of his career which has, until recent times, been accepted 
at its face value. Modem writers have tended to refict strongly 
against him. One emphasizes the fact that Bussy’s expedition to the 
: Deccan was a mistake, since it removed from the coast the one general 
who could have stood up to Clive and Lawrence : “ The advantages ' 
derived from Bussy’s exploits were showy rather than substantial . . . 
The Deccan was not worth conquering.” ® Another coldly describes 
I his magnificence and his use of intrigue as “ a commonplace mistake," 

\ holding that “ a European should meet Orientals not with their weapons 
ihut with his own.” “ ThiS at least is probably true, that he never 
jiealized the nature of the defence with which a continued success 
would have b]cought him face to face— the sea-power of the British " 
nation. 

(ii) OUvenn Bengal 

Throu^out the hitter struggle in the Camatio the English and 
Erench in Bengal had traded aide by, side exactly as though a profound 

* Dnjleix fuUy^ explaaned hia flans to his Direotois for the first time in a memo- 
itmdnm of 1763 (Coltru, pp. 279-84). 

* H. Bodwell, Duplea; onS Olive, London, 1820, pp. xvi, 101-2. 

» Lyall, op. cit pp. 101-6. 
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peace had prevailed. The contrast between the course of events in 
Bengal and in Southern India was largely due to the fact that in the 
former province the Europeans were in presence of a real native power, 
which wo^d have enforced the neutrality of its territories. This 
power was wielded from 1742 by Alivardi Elhan, one of iJiose adventurers 
who Jiad crossed the north-western mountains- to carve for himself 
^ kingdom in the Indian plains. As long as he lived affairs went well, 
although he was growing somewhat alarmed at the manner in whicly^ 
the fBseign traders, were taking root in his province. He died in 1756, 
leaving his throne to his nephew, a violent youth named Surajah 
Dowlah.^ Immediately grievances old and new came to a head. 
The Company’s servants had a long-standing privilege of trading free 
of the jntemal tolls levied within the country. They had abused.it 
by allowing natives to traffic under their passes, and so to defraud the 
revenue. The authorities at Calcutta gave offence by sheltering a 
wealthy refugee fibm the Nawab’s displeasure and refusing to give tiim 
up. The news from the Camatio, to the effect that native sovereigns 
were rapidly sinldng to the status of vassals to the foreigners, was 
alarming to the Bengal ruler. His suspicions that a like fate was in 
preparation for himself gained ground from reports that new fortifica- 
tions were in progress at Calcutta. Alivardi Khan, old and desirous 
of peace, had left these problems to his successor. Surajah Dowlah 
determined to strilce before the odds against him grew heavier. 

In actual fact the fortifications and garrison of Calcutta were in- 
commensurate with the size of the town and the wealth they had to 
defend. Prolonged immunity from the misfortunes which had assailed 
Madras had rendered the English authorities neglectful and incompetent 
in all save commercial affairs. The measures which alarmed Surajah 
Dowlah were a belated effort to prepare the place for defence, not 
against himself, but against the French, in view of the approaching 
declaration of a new European war. Hostilities between Britain and 
France had been going on in America and at sea since the spring of 
®'^d it seemed inevitable that they must shortly extend to Inma,® 
The Calcutta merchants sent the Nawab information to this effect 
when he questioned them about their new works. He saw his suspicions 
confirmed : the Europeans were bent upon makiag his province a 
second Camatio. " I swear by the Great God and me prophets,” he 
.wrote, “ that imless the English consent to fill up their ditch and raze 
their fortifications ... I will not hear anything .on their behalf, and 
will expel them totally out of my” country,” His displeasure fell 
likewise upon the French at Chandernagoro, but they were discreet 
enough to turn away wrath by a suave answer. 

Finding the English unimpressed by his menaces, to whose serious 

^ There are many yariatione of the name. The above spelling is, if not the most 
acourate, the moat familiar to the general reader. n 

^ The formal deolaraiion of the Seven years' War took place in May, 1766, and the 
news reached India at the close of the year. 
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import they apparently gave little attention, Surajah-Dowlah. gathered 
a large army, seized the minor factory at Easimbazar, and marched 
upon Calcutta. The objects of Ms wrath had spoken the truth when 
they had declared that their preparations were against ^ French 
attack, for the nbw batteries were aU on the river front, whilst on the 
side the walls UBre ruinous and the field of fire obstructed by 
buildings. What followed constitutes the most terrible story of 
British India prior to the Mutiny, a story of desperate'heroism rendered 
fruitless by years of incompetence, of storm and panic followed by 
black tragedy. Macaulay’s version of it is still the most widely read 
by the general student, ahdTit does a great injustice to many of his fellow 
countrymen, for the writer, here as .elsewhere, did not hesitate to 
sacrifice'accuracy to 'sweeping literary effect. He 'says “ The semnta 
of the Company 'at' Madras had been forced by Dupleix to become 
statesmen and soldiers. Those in Bengal were still mere traders, and 
were terrified and bewildered by the approachfhg danger. The 
governor, who had heard much of Surajah Dowlah’s cruelty, was 
frightened out of Ms wits, jumped into a boat, and took refuge in the 
nearest sMp. The military commandant thought he could not do 
better than follow so good an example. The fort was taken after a 
feeble resistance ; and great numbers of the English fell into the bands 
of the conquerors.” ^ This suppresses much of the truth and suggests 
a very false impression of what took place. Sir George Forrest, on the 
other hand, shows that there was lack of direction and lack of all 
necessary materials, hut that the majority of the Calcutta inhabitants, 
civilian as well as military, behaved with devoted courage, and that 
the resistance, although hopeless, was by no means feeble^ Want of 
understanding caused the orderly evacuation to develop into a 
scramble for the ships, and the governor yielded to a momentary 
panic after freely exposing Mmseli to the enemy’s fire. Those who 
remained fought -until the Nawab’s troops had penetrated the defences 
under a flag of truce ; " For three days a few soldiers and a motley 
gathering or civilians held a range of ficagUe buildings, encircled by a 
mouldering wall, against an army furnished with guns and Europeans 
trained to use them, and a vast host of armed men inspired by hatred 
and fanaticism. It ended in disaster, but the men who did the fighting 
showed at the siege of Calcutta English courage at its very best.” ® 
One hundred and forty-six Europeans surrendered when further 
resistance was useless. Theii leader, John Zephaniah Holwell, was 
led before Surajah Dowlah and obtraned a promise of good treatment. 
But -the same night all the prisoners were thrust into the Black Hole, 
a narrow guard-room cell intended for two or three occupants. The 
stifling heat and lack of air killed the majority of them ere morning 
brought tdease : Holwell and twenty-two others alone came out alive. 
The atrocity was the work of a subordinate, but the Nawab made no 
^ Essay on Olive, polleEted edit., 1889, p. 61S» 

* IToiiest, op. oil. i. pp. 311-12. 
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move to purdsli ^im, and expressed no regret for what had happened. 
He thus identified himself, in the minds of the English, with the author 
of the crime, although his attitude at the interview with Holwell had 
suggested a certain amount of goodwill. A few days after the tragedy 
of CalcutUa he returned to his capital of Murshidabad in the belief, 
apparently, that his dealings with the English were finished. That 
they would send an army to bring him to account seems not to have 
entered his head. 

Tecards the close of 1755 Clive had returned to India. He was now 
lieutenant-colonel of the Company’s forces and a member of the Council 
of Madras. He landed, however, at Bombay with a view to operations 
for the expulsion of Bussy from the Deccan. The Bombay authorities 
did not think fit to proceed with this plan, but they found work for 
Clive and his troops in a campaign against the pirates who for a century 
past had infested the coast to the south of Bombay. CHve, in concert 
with Admiral "Watson, destroyed the pirate strongholds and put an 
end to a nuisance which was beginning to have serious effects upon 
trade. He then sailed for Madras and took his seat on the Council. 
Shortly afterwards he became deputy-governor of Fort St. David. 

At this juncture came news of impending war with France, and the 
formation at Brest of a great naval and military expedition destined 
for the Carnatic. The Madras government expected the blow to fall 
within a few months, and considered themselves none too well prepared 
to meet it. Their consternation and perplexity were therefore con- 
siderable when thejr heard in August of the fall of Calcutta and the 
necessity of a pumtive expedition for its recovery. After some dis- 
cussion they decided to take the risk of sending to Bengal most of their 
available Croops under Clive and the whole of the naval squadron under 
Admiral Watson. Clive received orders not only to recover Calcutta, 
bu kalso to obtain, confeoiatfou orairfonnerptivilege.st-and-rep 
for the losses sustained. Neverthdess, if definite news arrived of the 
expe'eted "European war, he was to be ready to return immediately 
with the greater part of lus force for the defence of Madras. 

The expedition sailed in the middle of October, 1756, and took six 
weeks to reach the mouth of the Hugh. Irf* January the ships and 
the army advanced up the river, expelling the Nawab’s troops from the 
forts on its banks and retaldng Cdoutta with small difficulty. Soon 
afterwards the long expected declaration of war arrived from home, 
and the three hundred French troops at Chandernagore became 
potential alhes of Surajah Dowlajj. They, however, showed no eager- 
ness to assist the tyrant, and there was some talk, ultimately abandoned, 
of an Anglo-French neutrality in Bengal as in former wars. The 
Nawab now approached Calcutta with a great army. Chve fought an 
indecisive action against great odds, and the Nawab, disconcerted at 
the rough handling he received in place of an anticipated triumph, 
proposed to negotiate for peace. Clive, arsdous to deal separately 
.with Chandernagore, and alarmed for the safety of Madras, thought 
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it best to comply. In 'Febraary lie agreed to a treaty by whioli he 
obtained all he had been sent to demand, except compensation for the 
losses of private individuals at the sack of Calcutta. 

The treaty did not terminate Clive’s difficulties. He could not return 
to Madras -without disposing of the French peril. _ Bussy was expected 
to march into Bengal from the Deccan, and liia junction -with the 
garrison of Chandemagore would afford the Nawab a prospective 
means of revenge imon Calcutta. For the moment, however, Chan- 
demagore was at Clive’s mercy. The Frenchmen, there desisSd to 
treat for neutrality, but they confessed they had no power to bind 
their superiors at Pondicherry to honour the agreement. Clive there- 
fore reluctantly decided that he must take the French settlement. 
Much intricate negotiation ensued with the Na.wab, who would not 
consent to the step. A rich native named Omichund acted as inter- 
mediary, and appears to have fomented strife by misiepresenting and 
betraying both parties. At length Clive and Watson cajoled the 
Nawab into sending an equivocal letter which they interpreted as a 
consent. In March they attacked Chandemagore, which capitulated 
after a desperate resistance. Surajah Dowlrm was furious, but an 
Afghan invasion of northern India was causing him anxiety, and he 
did not yet dare to break openly -with the English. They could see, 
nevertheless, that he intended mischief, and it seemed as if the departure 
for Madras must he indefinitely postponed. 

A solution of the problem now presented itself, which led to the 
establishment of British . sovereignty in Bengal. The wealthy and 
powerful men at the NaWab’s court were weary of a master who 
rivalle^d Nero in cmelty, -violence and fickleness. No subject who 
was worth plundering fel-t safe. Some of these malcontents therefore 
; 'conspired to seek English aid in dethroning the tyrant and setting up 
I anofier ruler in his place. They chose Mi r-Jafar. one of thpinown 
4 number, to he th ^ew N awab qf.Bengal. Through thTagmcy of the 
* shifty Omichund'hEiey coimnimicated the design to Clive. The latter 
had no somple in acceding to it. Bussy was still thought to be marching 
from the Deccan ; Surajah Dowlah delayed the expulsion of the re- 
maining Frenchmen from Bengal, and was reported to have enlisted 
them secretly in his own servfoe ; and the importunities of the defence- 
less Madras government became ever more urgent. Clive therefore 
wrote soothing letters to Surajah Dowlah, and issued orders to his 
own troops which seemed to indicate that he had given up aH ideas 
of a continued campaign. The plol^appeared to be going well when 
Omichund revealed his tme nature. He demanded a ^are of the 
plunder of the Bengal treasury which would have amounted to a 
million sterlmg. In default he -threatened to betray ah to -the Nawab 
and compass the murder of the Fi-ngliab envoys at Lis court. But in 
blackmailing Clive he mistook his man. Clive laid the matter before 
the^ Council at Calcutta, hnd proposed to hoodwink the too confident 
traitor. Two versions of the agreement with Mir Jafar were drawn 
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up, the one on, white paper, the other on rod. The former, to be 
treated as genuine, contained no mention of Omichund’s reward ; 
the latter, to he disavowed at the final settlement, conceded his demands 
in an explicit clause. Omichimd was shown only the sham treaty. 
It bore the names of Clive and all the leading Englishmen in Bengal. 
One signature was a forgery. Admiral Watson had refused to put 
his name to the document, and the others had written it for him.^ 

In the middle of June CUve began his march from Calcutta with 
300ia»men to the^ battle which was to decide the fate of Bengal. He 
knew Surajah Dowlah’s army many times outnumbered his own, but 
he counted upon Mir Jafar’s promise to desert with a large part of it 
when the moment came. On approaching Plassey, where the enemy 
was encamped, he began to experience misgivings, for it became 
probable that Mir Jafar was either false or so imnerved that nothing 
could be expected from him. A. council of war advised delay, and 
Clive himself agreed with its opinion. A fresh assurance from Mir 
Jafar, however, caused him to reverse the decision, and he ordered his 
army forward.® During the night of June 22 the British force arcived 
at Plassey Grove, an orchard of mango trees with a brick house adjoin- 
ing. Surajah Dowlah with 60,000 men lay encamped a mile to the 
northward. In the morning CUve drew out his troops on the edge of 
the grove, whilst the enemy extended in a semicircle over the wide 
plain in front, preparing to attack. A four hours’ cannonade followed, 
and Surajah Dowlah, a prey to indecision, Ustened to the advice of 
those who were plotting his ruin and ordered his army to draw back 
to its camp. CUve intended to let them'go, thinking that he could 
best decide the campaign by a night attack on the undisciplined host. 
But a subbrdinate officer forced his hand by advancing without orders. 
Clive therefore continued the movement ; the Nawab’s army broke 
up in panic and streamed away towards Murshidabad, Surajah Dowlah 

’ ff*' ’* ^ 

^ The exact truth regarding this trausaotion has never been liilly cleared up. Col. 
6. B, ,MallesOii •in'hia”JM/e of Olive, London, 1882, pp. 228-33, throws doubt upon Omi- 
chund’s treachery. ' But Sr G._,J5MTrat ICUve, i. pp. 410-20) shows that that at leastf 
rests upon substantial ovidehceT 'Keithm- is it douotiul that Watson declined to si^, 
the red treaty. But certain witnesses, examined fifteen years later, and retailing in , 
part hearsay evidence, declared that although h^ would not actually sign, he made- 
no objection to his name being forged, and that it was done with his full cognizance. 
Such a jesuitical quibble is certamly strafe in a British admiral, and especially 
' in one so oandid, stuhhom and fearless as Watson showed himself to be. A witness 
hostile to dive stated that the admiral was not privy at the time to the imposture. 
He died two months after the framing of the treaty, leaving no record of his own side 
at iho matter save that embodied in oon^rsations with the above-mentioned witnesses. 
The latter seem to have oommitted notlmg to writing at the time, and their reooUeo- 
tions in 1772 were naturally vague and disorepant. The extent of Clive’s responsibility 
for the forgery thus remains undecided. His treatment of Omiohund will ever be 
variously judged so long as men take their stand upon absolute or relative oanons of 
oonduot. Maoaulay decides against him, arguing that the whole position of the 
British in the east depends upon the inviolability of their pledged word. But society, 
in our day at least, has no mercy for the blnokm^er, and its guardians show no soruple 
in outwitting him by such meaxis as Clive adopted. * 

- 2 Forrest, i. pp. 446-8. 
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himself settmg the example ; and Mir Jafar, who had,hovered aJl day 
on the edge of the fight without committing himself, rode in to con- 
gratulate the victors. 

dive concealed the contempt which he must have felt for the time- 
server, and accompanied him to MursMdabad. Surajah Do'^lah fled ' 
as they entered the city. Within a few days he was betrayed, brought 
back, and murdered by Mir Jafar’s son, who made haste to accomplish 
the deed before the Enghsh could intervene. With the traitor Omi- 
ohund the conquerors dealt next. He was told the story of the sfeam 
treaty and inexorably denied a penny of his demand. The treasury 
indeed contained not a twentieth part of its expected riches, and the 
Company had to be content with payment by instalments of its inflated 
claims. With the establishment of Mir Jafar upon the throne the 
difficulties of the English did not cease, for it speedily became apparent 
that Engliah force alone could keep him there. The Nawab’s dominions 
comprised the three provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, with a 
vast population, industrious and unwarhke, ruled by an oflicial class 
mainly recruited from the Mohammedan adventurers of the north-west. 
Permeating the whole mass were thousands of professional soldiers 
belonging to the fighting races of India, living by civil war, and ready 
to seS their awor& to any who would lead them to plunder. The 
English had effectively destroyed the prestige of the Nawab’s govern- 
ment. If they had attempted to subside into their former status of 
mere traders universal anarchy would have followed ; they had there- 
fore to stand by the thronp of their puppet and endeavour to rule the 
country through him. Clive perceived that the scheme was faulty 
and that its logical outcome was fuU British sovereignty, ^ hut for the 
present he had to do his best to make it a success. The yeaf 1768 was 
passed in asserti^ the Nawab’s authority over the outlying chiefs. 
Early in 1759 Clive defeated an invasion by an outside ooahtion led 
by the Nawah of Oudh and a son of the Mogul emperor. In reward 
Mir Jafar granted him a jagir or estate worth £30,000 a year, an 
acquisition which afterwards cost him dear. In the same year a 
Dutch armament appeared in the Hugh with the thinly-veiled intention 
of disputing the British supremacy. Although the two nations were 
at peace in Europe dive di<? not hesitate to attack and destroy the 
Dutch ships and capture the Dutch factory of Chinsura, holding that 
a reference of the matter to the distant home authorities would entail 
irreparable damage in Bei^al. In Eebruary, 1760, he quitted India 
for the second toe, leaving to his^psuccessors in Bengal a gigantic 
problem of administration which his energy had temporarily soothed 
but had not solved. 

Clive bears' the immediate responsibility for the whole British 
pohoy towards Surajah Dowlah and for the conquest of his country.' 
It is a transaction which brings us face to face with the ethics of thd 
eighteenth century. By 'the standards of a later age, based upon the 
i-He -wrote to Htt to that efieot in 17B9 (Lyall, op. cit. p. 144). 
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moral obligation of the strong European to the dependent native, it 
is hardly defensible. But to Clive and his fellows the future was a 
sealed book. In their own eyes they were the weaker side, and the 
native powers of iucalculable strength and wealth j and to the weak 
all weapons were permissible. In the use to whi®h they put their 
incredible victory later generations have found jnuch that is sordid and 
shameful. They enriched themselves, they exploited their conquest 
for the benefit of their Company, they showed little concern for the 
feeKe populatioij which produced the wealth they seized. In this 
again they were but men of their age, the product of the mercantile 
imperialism which judged aU issues by the interest of the parent 
state, basing its power as much upon kidnapping and massacre in 
unlmown AJrican villages, and upon slave-gangs labouring in the 
western plantations, as upon the stored-up plunder of the east. The 
man of action has little time in which to consider the ethics of his 
deeds. He takSs them ready-made from his priests and philosophers. 
And so far these latter classes in England, and indeed in all Europe, 
had made little protest against the empire-building methods of their 
day. But the time was now at hand when a new humanitarian school 
was to arise to insist upon fair treatment for the oolom'ed races under 
the white man’s rule. 

(iii) Lally ani the fall of French India 

Whilst dive was establishing British and destroying French mfluenoe 
in Bengal a complementary destruction 'of French power had been 
accompliqjbed in southern India. Its story is no less important than 
the one we have just related, but it has a simplicity of plot and a 
concentration of interest which enable its salient facts to be told in a 
shorter space. It is in efieot the single-handed struggle of a violent 
and masterful personality, unbalanced though tinged with genius, 
unaided and even thwarted by subordinates, against a combination 
of sane and level-headed mediocrities, true to their salt and standing 
loyally by one another. The latter party triumphed, less perhaps by 
reason of their own merits than by the preponderance of materi^ 
resources upon their side. * 

A The Comte de Lally, son of an exiled Irish Jacobite, was a man 
/apon whose character historians are in substantial agreement. He 
* was utterly without fear, headstrong and passionate, personally 
Jionest and contemptuous of disimnesty in others, prejudiced in opinions 
^hich he formed on slender information, and suspicious of the motives 
|of all who held views contrary to his own. At the opening of the 
fSeven Years’ War he was fifty-four years of age and the holder of 
ia brilliant mihtary record gained in the European campaigns of 
‘the French army. His timely action at the critical moment was 
said to have snatched victory from defeat at Fontenoy ten years 
before. 
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The Fienoh government contemplated a strong expedition to Tni^li 'a 
from the time when a new war with England became imminent in 
1765. They continued to toy with the subject throughout the next 
two years, in spite of LnUy’s derisive recommendation, wl^n asked 
for his advice, that “ whatever course you adopt, it is primarily neces- 
sary that you should think and act at the same time.” It happened 
therefore that, whUat Clive and Watson were actually upon the 
Coromandel Const in May, 1766, LaUy did not even sail from France 
until May, 1757. About six months of this delays was due tO*^he 
admiral of the expedition, Comte d’Achd, who returned to port for 
trivial reasons after first sailing, and afforded the government an 
opportunity of reducing the strength of the force by one-third. As 
finally constituted LaJly’s army numbered about 2000 regular troops, 
and the fleet nine ships, of which one belonged to the French navy and 
the remainder to the East India Company. • The passage to India 
occupied nearly twelve months more, for which again LaUy blamed 
d’AohA and the ships did not drop anchor at Pondicherry imtil the 
end of A^ril, 1768. We have already seen the disturbance to English 
plans wmeh the mere menace of the expedition had caused. Had it 
arrived a year earlier it might have prevented the conq^uest of Bengal. 

LaUy reached Pondicherry in no amiable frame of mind. His 
instructions were to attack the English strongholds on the coast, to 
ignore the interior and the system of native aUiances dear to Bussy 
and Dupleix, and to recall the former from the Deccan if he thought 
fit. He had been warned also that corruption was rampant at Pondi- 
cherry, and enjoined to effect reforms with a strong band.^ What he 
found on his arrival confirmed the prejudices with, which l),e had set 
out. M. de Loyrit, the governor, had made no preparations for a 
campaign, could give him no information about the topography of the 
country or the defences of the English settlements, and protested 
that his treasury was empty. LaUy did not conceal the fact that he 
thought the Pondicherry offimals were rogues and traitors, and they 
on their side placed their hatred of the general before their duty to 
their country. Ere long he was describing the place as " this Sodom, 
which it is impossible but the fire of the English must destroy sooner or 
later, even though that of heaven should not.” 

In spite of lus exasperation with de Leyrit he acted without a 
‘moment’s loss of time. On the day of his landing he coUected the 
troojis in Pondicherry and marched them to Cuddalore, which he 
took without difficulty. Meanwhile '^d’Ach6, with the soldiers from 
Europe stiU on board hia fleet, fought an action with Admiral Pocook, 
Watson’s successor, whom Clive had despatched from Bengal a month 
before. D’Achfi, although he lost none of hia ships, had the worst 

•■LsJly'a instruotiona ate girea fully in Tibulle ,Hamont'B Ldtly-ToUendul, Paris, 
1887, up. Q6-71. The conuptiSn at Poadioherry was of lone atancuag : Dupleix had 
hsld that the amaasing of private fortuaes by the CompanWs servanta was perfeotly 
defeaaible (Dodvell, op, cit p. 110). 
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of the encountei; and snfEeied severely in casualties to his crews, already 
enfeebled by the long voyage. Lally demanded from Pondicherry the 
provision of transport and the enlistment of coolies for the service of 
his army. The officials folded their hands and gave him no help. 
Then, according to an English account, he pressed- indiscriminately 
every brown-skinned man whom he could catch, irrespective of caste 
or status, and set them to drag his guns to Fort St, David. By this 
action he forfeited the respect and affection for France which Dupleix 
ha&iso laboriously built up. For the moment, however, his tem- 
pestuous energy carried him to success. A month after his first landing 
Fort St. David, reckoned the strongest fortress in India, hauled down 
its flag. Clive, who knew the place, expressed bitter contempt for the 
defenders ; but they complained that they wer^ short of powder and 
that the bombardment had destroyed their water-supply. 

LaUy’s next object was the capture of Madras, to be followed by an 
expedition to Bengal. But Madras was far away, and the undertaldng 
demanded an expenditure of treasure which Pondicherry could not or 
would not supply. D’Ach6 also had left him, and had gone to cruise 
for British merchantmen in the neighbourhood of Ceylon. De Leyrit 
and Lavaur, a Jesuit priest who had been a confidant of Dupleix, now 
suggested a quarter in which they were certain the money could be 
raised. The kingdom of Tanjore lay to the southwards, close to the 
French settlement of Karikal. One of the Fort St. David prisoners 
was a native prince with pretension.? to the throne. Why not use 
him as an instrument for blackmailiag the e.xisting rajah into the 
payment of fifty-six lacs of rupees said to»be due imder an old bond of 
1760 ? Lally, averse to native entanglements, demurred, but at 
length, sSeing no alternative, consented. It is open to doubt whether 
his advisers were disinterested.^ Lally marched his hungry soldiers 
down the coast to Karikal, where he counted on finding victuals. He 
found on arrival that d’ Aohfi’s fleet had carried off the bulk of the supply. 
From the countryside also ho got no help, for the natives fled in terror 
at hifl approach. Nevertheless, plundering and threatening, he 
entered Tanjore and began the siege of the capital. The rajah had 
been willing to compromise until an English reinforcement and a 
brutal threat from L^y to send him sm a slave to the Isle of France 
determined him to resist to the last. The English fleet again defeated 
d’Ach6, who then quitted the coast iu despair. Lally found himself 
without supplies to finish the campaign, and retreated to Pondicherry 
at the end of August. , 

In the meanwhile the French at Pondicherry had seized a rich Dutch 
vessel under pretext of reprisal, and the money found in her gave 
Lally new hopes of besieging Madras. Before doing so he insisted ujion 
a step which completed the ruin of Dupleix’s work. Whilst marching 

iHamont (pp. 103-4} describes Laraur as “le teqfateur" and “Je plus daugersuz 
des iatrigantsl" and plainly states at a later sta^e that he was bent upon Lolly’s ruiiw 
Dodwell (p. 166) hol^ that Lavaur was at this &ue sincere. 
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on Tanjore lie lad sent orders to Busay to abandon Jibe Deccan arid 
join him 'with all his troops except a detachment under tie Marquis 
de Conflans for tie retention of the Northern Circars. Bussy was cut 
to the heart, but he obeyed. On meeting Daily he pleaded to be sent 
back. Dally listened coldly and declined to alter his decision. In 
his own mind he was conidnced that Bussy, like aU other Franco- 
Indians, was a dishonest schemer thinldng first of his own interests. 
Bussy on his side, considering Ms superior’s proceedings, set Mm down 
as a madman marked for destmction. To increase Daily’s disgusMhe 
French colonels, aMough of higher military ranlc -than 'Bussy, requested 
that the latter should be second-in-command in supersession of their 
own claims. ; , 

Thus reinforced, D^Uy, in the la§t days of 1758, set out to besiege 
Madras. The governor was now George Pigot, a worthy successor 
of Saunders, and the veteran Colonel Dawrence commanded the 
troops. Ha-ving long notice of what was intended, they had made full 
preparations for defence, calling in the outlying garrisons t6 their 
assistance. On the French side few had hopes of success, and the 
general attitude was well expressed by an officer who said that it was 
better to die by a bullet on the glacis of Madras than of hunger in 
Pondicherry. Chve also, looking on from Bengal, was in nowise 
perturbed. “ I am confident,” he wrote to Pitt, “ before the end of 
tMs year, they 'wiU be near their last gasp in the Carnatic, unless some 
very unforeseen event interpose in their favour.” He based Ms 
coiffidence on superior sea-power and the wealth and supplies of Bengal. 
Dally fixed Ms headquarters outside the walls in Pigot’s country 
house, wMch the governor had considerately left furnished for Ms use. 
The Renoh occupied the Black Town, but could make little'" progress 
with their works against Fort St. George. They missed their one 
great opportunity when a large proportion of the garrison, retiring from 
an unsuccessful sortie, might have been cut off and captured. The 
unlucky Bussy, it was said, interfered for some unexplained reason to 
forbid the movement wMch would have compassed their destruction. 
The siege dragged on with Dally personally commanding in the trenches 
wMlst many of Ms officers and men were busy conveying there plunder 
to Pondicherry. The besieged had more to eat than the besiegers, 
for bands of native horsemen scoured the country in the English 
interest cutting off the supplies of the French. Dally Mmself declared 
that he had not eaten bread nor tasted wine for eleven days. At 
length he could hold on no longer. the, breach was imper- 

fecHy opened he gave orders for -the assault. But a few hours before 
the time appointed sails appeared on the horizon. It was Admiral 
Pocock’s fleet with substantial reinforcements. The siege at once 
broke up, and Dally returned to Pondicherry amid the jeers of its 
inhabitants. • 

On the same day (MarcMT, 1769) another siege was beginning in 'the 
Northern Circars. The native diiefs of that region, finding Bussy’s 
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strong hand mtlidiawn and the feeble Conflans left in his place, 
revolted and appKed to Calcutta for assistance. Clive saw the prospect 
of a great advantage and despatched Colonel Francis Forde with a 
force equal to that of the French. Forde defeated Conflans at the 
Battle o&Condore in December, 1768, and after an interval followed Mm 
to Masuhpatam, the strongly fortified capital of the region. Forde’s 
prospects before Masulipatam seemed almost ’as hopeless as those of 
Lally at Madras. Finally, when a native force sent by Salabat Jang 
wajjapproaching in relief, he stormed the place by night and compelled 
Comans to lay’ down his arms. The Nizam of the Deccan then 
abandoned the French alliance and ceded the whole of the Northern 
Ciicars to the English Company . 

After the failure at Madias the war in the Carnatic languished for a 
time. LaUy was at the end of Ms resources, and the Engfish were not 
yet strong enough for active measures against him. Towards the 
end of 1769 Colonel Eyre Coote, an officer who had served at Plassey, 
arrived at Madras to taka over the command from the aged Lawrence. 
At the same time LaUy took the field, with discontented officers and 
mutinous troops, to endeavour some stroke for the restoration of his 
position. Lally laid siege to the fortress of Wandewash in the country 
south-east of Arcot. Coote came up to its relief, and a battle followed 
wMoh was decisive principally by reason of the engagement in it of 
nearly all the European troora on either side. For a time the fortune 
of the day was doubtful. Then the disaffection which had long been 
the bane of the French once more displayed itself. LaUy called upon 
Mb cavalry to charge, and they refused to’ follow him. At the same 
moment a panic broke out in another part of his line owing to an 
accidentd explosion. Bussy, attempting to retrieve the misfortune, 
was taken prisoner. Lally himself was wounded, and Ms army fled 
■ from the field. TMs battle (January 22, 1760) was the prelude to the 
siege of Pondicherry. 

The siege did not begin for some months. Coote occupied that time 
in capturing aU the French strongholds in the Carnatic so that there 
should be no hope of relief when at last he invested his enemy’s capital. 
Arcot, Karikal, Fort St. David and Guddalore fell in quick succession. 
Lally heard from D’Achd that the French government had forbidden 
‘ the fleet to return to the Coromandel Coast, and at the same time men 

^ Hamont regards Forde’a expeditioa os the otdminatin^ stroke of Clive's career. 
“ C’en ^tait fait ! Olive avait le droit d’etre fier ; k force de jugement, do clairvoyance, 
de volonte, d’dnergie, d’kabiletk k politer des oirconstanoea, d’eaprit de suite, de 
genie, pour tout dire en un mot, il tdomphait. Et (^uel triomphe que le aien, Ic fruit 
de la politique et de l’6p£e 1 Depuis le debut de sa carridre, oe hkros avait fait bien 
du mu k notre pays. C’etait lui qui avait invente tout un systkmo de lutte centre 
Bupleix. Sur lea champs de bataUle oil il avait paru, la ^France I’avoit vu kbranler 
sa fortune. ... La oongudte de Masulipatam oouronnoit tous oes exploits s eUe lea 
dSpaaaait mgme, car elle etait d’une portSe politique immense. C’dtoit le coup mortel 
donnk a I’influence franqaise. Notre ^ys ne perdait pas seulement une arm^ et 
one fortercase, il perdsit I'lnde. Le Lekon aux iflains de I’Angleterre, o’ktait le 
donjon de la oitadeUe aux mains de I’ennemi” {LaUy-TollendcH, pp. 190-1). 
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axid mimitions were pouring into Madras. In September the close 
siege of Pondicbeny began, although the town had for some timp 
been virtually cut off from the outside world. Coote showed no 
eagerness to anticipate by an assault the result which he knew to be 
inevitable. LaEy, thwarted and baited unceasingly by thp civilian 
ofdoials, held out to the last. On January 16, 1761, when his victuals 
were finished to the last grain of rice, he surrendered. The victors 
demolished the fortifications and the houses, and removed the popula- 
tion to their own settlements. ^ 

The Treaty of Paris in 1763 restored to Prance ths skeleton or her 
Indian possessions — Chandernagore, Pondicherry and the rest, un- 
fortified, denuded of their supporting districts, and denuded by 
consequence of most of their trade. £i every subsequent war they 
feU into British handS, and at each subsequent peace they have been 
restored on the like terms. But the events of 1757-61 were nevertheless 
decisive, for never since that time has there been thp least prospect 
of a French empire being founded in India. Two other events round 
off the long drama. On May 9, 1766, Lally, after long confinement 
in the Bastille, was led out to the Place de GrSve and beheaded. He 
had, declared his enemies, betrayed Pondicherry to the English, the 
nation which he hated in every fibre of bis being. The sentence was a 
judicial mxuder, and Las long been recognized as such. Three years 
afterwards a royal decree abolished the French Company of the Indies 
and threw open the remnants of the trade. The Company had never 
paid its way, and since 1725 had lost capital to the amount of 169 
millions of francs. 



CHAPTER V 

THE CLASH OF EMPIRES, 1739-176S 

In 1739 the oompetition between iJie colonial empires of Britain and 
France transferred itsdf from the commercial to the military stage. 
The declaration of that year was indeed launched against Spain. But 
in the minds of those who used Jenldns’ Ear and the political un- 
popularity of Walpole as a means of subverting the peace there lurked 
a suspicion that behind Spain stood France.'^ A Bourbon world-power, 
they declared, united in defiance of the Treaty of Utrecht, was- pre- 
paring to challenge the world-power of Great Britain. The suspicion 
was in part justified. Six years pre-riously the two Bourbon monarchs 
had signed the Family Compact, a secret treaty designed, amongst ' 
other objects, for the recovery of Gibraltar and the curtailment of..' 
En^and’s commercial privileges. But in- France twa parties and two 
policies co-existed. The court and the 'inner cirme of statesmen 
thought'firpt of European aggression, the conquest of the Hetherlands, 
the advance to the Rhine. Outside this drcle was what passed, in 
the then state of French society, for a popular movement, the work 
of the adventurers and the poorer noblesse, to whom active military 
service offered the only means of livelihood. These men wearied of 
the tedious subtleties of the higher statesmanship, and they directed 
themselves to maritime and colonial aggression. It was their ambition 
which commercial England feared. In India it produced its Bussy 
and its Dupleix ; in America a series of combative governors, the 
stronghold of Louisbourg, and the fortiflfed link of the Ohio between 
New France and the Mississippi. But all the while the inner circle of 
government home was betraying it. The French army grew, 
whilst the Fresnch navy stagnated. When war came the fleet was 
only half as strong as England’s > neither had France urged upon her 
Spanish partner the importance of due naval preparation. 

France, then, cumbered herself with two simultaneous ambirions, 
mutually destructive because she was unable to support simultaneously 
the cost of both. England also, of necessity^ and not .of ..choice, was 
hampered by a European caTe.'"TheTBiing of England was also the 
Elector of Hanover, wedged defenceless hetwhen the predatory armies 
'of Prussia and Ikanoe. Honour and policy alike forbade the sacrifice 
2 b 88S 
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of the Electorate in an English quarrel, and the obligation went far to 
neutralize the preponderance of England upon the sea. Unless our 
armies and our gold could defend Hoover our fleets must make con- 
quests in vain, for what they gained in war would have to be surrendered 
as ransom at the peace. The great conflict had therefore its Continental 
as ' well as its oceanic side. The former is, in its details, beyond the 
scope of this book, bifb we must never forget its existence while con- 
sidering the fortunes of the latter. 

For convenience we have treated separately the Indian asppet of 
the struggle. That remained always in the minds of the combatants 
accessory to the play of events in the main theatre, the Atlantic Ocean 
and its idands and continental coasts. Here lay the great quadrilateral 
of trade and sea-power, with its controlling points in Europe, AMca, . 
the Antilles and America. Here passed and repassed the ships of the 
three netione, hearing their riaves and. sugar and alrius and foodstufEs, 
their rum and muskets and scalping-louves wherewith to set red men 
VilliTig white. For the monopoly of this arena the old empires staked 
their wealth and their future with the true gambling frenzy of the 
eighteenth centiuy, and for it all three perished, the French at once, 
the British and the Spanish in the second and third generations ; and 
out of their ruins grew the modern world in which we live to-day. 

Before Walpole declared war upon Spain he had already sent a fleet . 
under Admiral Vernon to the Caribbean Sea. In November, 1739, 
this armament captured Porto BeUo, the successor of Drake’s Nombre 
de Dios. Vernon destroyed and abandoned Ms prize, but the ease 
with wMch he had takehrit convinced Walpole’s opponents of the 
rightness of their policy, and set them planning a more systematic 
campaign against the wealth of South America. With this object 
in view two expeditions were prepared in 1740, the one consisting of a 
fleet and army to reinforce Vernon and enable him to subjugate tiie 
Spanish Main and Indies as Cromwell had planned to do a century 
before, the other a squadron under Admiral George Anson, to round 
Cape Horn, raid the Pacific coasts of Chfli, Peru and Mexico, and prey 
upon the rich traffic plying between China, the PMlippines and Panama. 
Anson’s expedition, consisting of five sMps of war and three auxiliaries, 
was the first to sail, in September, 1740. Its composition shows that 
Walpole had been wise in his forebodings, for the warlike resources of 
the country were in a state of incredible! confusion. “ The troops ordered 
on hoard were five hundred out-penffloners of Chdsea Hospital : “ Mr. 
Anson was ^eatly chagrined at having such a decrepit detachment 
allotted to him . . . and solicited strenuously to have them exchanged ; 
hub he was told that persons who were supposed to be better judges of 
soldiers than he thou^t them the prppmest men that could be employed 
on this occasion. And upon tMs determination they were ordered on 
hoard the squadron on the 6th of August ; but instead of five hundred, 
there came on hoard no more than two hundred and fifty-nine, for tdl 
those who had limbs and strength to walk out of Portsmouth deserted, 
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leaving behind them only such as were literally invalids, most of them 
being sixty years of age, and some of them upwards of seventy.” ^ 

Many of the seamen were in no better state than the soldiers : the 
grim sufferings which inevitably followed may be read at length in 
the accouAt from which the above extract is taken. Perhaps the 
most extraordinary fact of all is that Anson ful^led his mission. He 
entered the Pacific, took some of the smaller places on the coast, and 
captured a rich galleon with a lading worth £600,000. He then 
trav^iced the Indian Ocean and touncmd the Cape of Good Hope, 
reaching home in 1744 with one ship and one-fifth of his men surviving. 
Had he been better equipped, his historian contends, he might have 
made Chili an independent state under British protection, opened 
communication with Europe across the Isthmus, and permanently 
severed the neck of Spanish America as other strategists had sought 
to do in former days. Perhaps it was fortunate for his country that 
such dreams werfl not fulfilled. 

In the meanwhile Vernon collected at Jamaica a great fleet with 
15,000 seamen and a landing force of 10,000 ti'oops, some of the latter 
being American colonists. With these he laid siege to Cartagena, 
the principal city of the Spanish Main. The Spanish government was 
] nerveless and indolent, and its colonies hi provided with tangible means 
i of defence. But, just os a Russian Tsar boasted of his General January 
^and General February, so ^ahish America might claim to be under 
iithe protection of General Pestilence. A terrible outbreak of fever 
'.smote Vernon’s command and forced it to quit the attempt on Carta- 
gena after it had failed to succeed by assault. A descent upon the 
coast of Cuba had the like result, and the wrecks of the greatest arma- 
ment which England had yet sent to the Caribbean drew off without 
accomplishing any of the conquests expected at the opening of the 
struggle. This was practically the end of the Jenkins’ Ear War. 

In 1740 the question of the Austrian Succession had called Europe y 
to arms. England and France took opposite sides, at first in the^j, 
character of auxiliaries. In 1743 the Bourbon kings renewed the 
Family Compact, and early in the following year war was formally 
■ declared between George II. and Louis SV. French aggression in 
; the Netherlands had brought the Dutch alfeo into the field, and George 
II., crossing to the continent in person, had won the battle of Dettingen 
with the assistance of his allies. Early in 1744 the French government 
planned an invasion in the Jacobite interest, collecting over 10,000 
troops at Dunkirk and a large fieet at Brest. There were at the 
moment not 7000 regular soldienrin England, and the old county 
militia had been suffered to decay out of existence. The Brest fleet 
came into the narrow seas and the invading* army began to embark. 

A British squadron under Sic John Norris sighted the enemy ofi 

^Anaon’a Voyage, by Biohard Walter, chaplain of tbe flagship. The Didimary 
of NaUonal Biography states that Walter 'wrote bis aooovint praoiioally from Anson’s 
metation. 
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DungenesB, but ere the opponents could engage a great storm scattered 
•them. The Erenoh lost twelve transports with, their troops and gave 
up the project. The Anglo-French war began at the same time in the 
Mediterranean. A fleet commanded by Admiral Mathews pursued 
twelve Spanish "warships into Toulon and blockaded tliem there. 
In February, 1744, they came out in company with the French Mediter- 
ranean squadron. Mathews engaged them and suffered something 
Uhe a defeat, chiefly owing to dissensions amongst his officers. By the 
sentence of the''sub8equent courts-martial he and some of his os^aina 
were caaIiieE^:^but Captain Edward Hawke emerged from the n.ffa.iT 
with.cre.ditrfJiOTiDg captured the only prize taken in the action. 

*' In^Ain^^a fighting began in the same year, the French froni 
Bouisjio'^g descending upon Nova Scotia and taking it8. „.capit^ 
'Annapolis. Since tKs was the only tovm,'ahd the 'SgridfflturaTpppula- 
tioSTwem exclusively French, the evmt amounted to a virtual conquest 
of the province. New England took alarm, and Mahsachusetts under 
its energetic governor WiUiam Shirley was foremost in preparing for ai 
counteratroke in 1746, Shirley adopted the bold plan of attac&gf 
Louishourg itself, although it was strongly situated and its def^ocl 
were reckoned to. have cost £1,000,000. He organised some 400^1 
New England volimteers^and entrusted their command to William' 
Pepperell, a Boston rnercEpiX Ar"B?itiSh”'navar'Bqua3F6n’'imdei 
Comhiodore' 'Warren ‘cb-opciated. In sis: weeks' “'■mSr'tIie.~h^ of 
gunners from the fleet and extraordinary good fortune ” Pepperell 
took Louishourg and ita garrison of 26t)0 profession^ trpQps. The 
news^Mbused intense enthusiasm iu London. It was the first real 
snceess of the war, whilst in other directions the outlook ■yas. gloomy 
in the extreme, iqr 'the Duke of Cumberland had just been beaten on 
the contiuent at Fontenoy and the Young Pretender had landed in 
jScotland and routed the English at Prestonpans. Shirley and Pepperell 
f received baronetcies, and the American colonist stopd..fqrth for the 
1 fi^t time as a fighting man in the eyes'ofthe hom e p o pula tion. Shirley, 
^s appetite whetted'by success^ urged the com^te conquest of Canada, 
‘ and prepared, to raise 10,000 Americans for the work in 1746. The 
British government agreed, and promised five regular regiments and a 
fleet. B ut the pukejjf_New^ti6c ^^”"g"'^ the 

English forces to tS'uWempt upon Lorient, and Shirley alone could 

effect nothing bf'importahce; 

During the war the French navy grew steadily weaker as the result 
^ partly of the capture of merchant seamen and partly of the financial 
. demands made by the army. Two batties in 1747 completed its ruin. 
I Ip May Anson destroyed off..Ca pe p qnadron^part of 

which was drafeedfor the reponquart qf, Louishourg anH part for the 
^ suppoi;|i..,QLDnplfti;^in,..Jj;idiar- Or iuhe Ih;ench hattiesEips '&S~eight 
armed Indiamen, the E^lish captured six and four respectively, and 
by BO doing rendered" impossible any further French offensives 
in America and India, in Ogtohor Ha wke, now an a d-mml f with a * 
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so they were spmething more tlian the exponents of a Canadian 
ambition. France iteelf was aw ake to the importance of the colonial 
question. A home ofiSciaF wrote at this time : “ The English wiU 
rule the seas through their fleets and the land through their wealth,' 
and Ameiica will furnish them with the means of diptating to Europe 
. . . France alone is in a position to prevent this catastrophe, and 
France must do so for her own sake and that of’ah Europe.” ^ • 

The English were by no means content to admit a French monopoly 
eyen-^f the Great Lakes, and in 1727 Governor Burnet of New York 
built at his own expense Fort Oswego on Lake Ontario midway 
between Niagara and Frontenao. At the same time the people of 
Virginia^^d _ Penus ylvam'ft a woke, to tbA pnaaihiIi tiea--of. the" Ohio 
region, and’BnSsh traders w;ere active there as early as Shortly 

after the'close of the war in 1748 some leadingihen in England and 
Virginia formed a partnership known as the Ohio Company and secured 
a royal gfaihfol 500,006, 'acres the Ohio valley. They began im-^ 
mediately to push their scheme, undertaking to settle two-fifths of' 
their territory within a few years and to use the remainder as an'area* 
for Indian trade. In 1749 another group calling itself the Loyal 
Company ..received 800,000 acres somewhat further to .the southwards 
in the country lying west of Virginia and North Carolina ; and two 
years later yet another Virginia concern, the Greenbriar Company, 
obtained a title to 100,000 acres on the Greenbriar River, a tributary 
of the Kanawha, in which region they immediately began surveying 
operations. ® It is thus evident that the English colonists were preparing 
to cross the mountains in force. » 


As the English moved westwards the French simultaneously pressed 
southwards nom* the* lakes ; if is Indeed difflcnlt as well as profitless 
to decide which party was technically in the right. In 1749 small 
bodies of French troops descended the Allegheny and the Ohio, and 
began to trade with the Indians and set up inscription claMhg the 
country for' France. La Galissoniere. governor of Canada, was’aotive 
^..pursuing this policy, recognizing that in effective occupation by 
n^n-militaiy colonists the Enghsh were certain to outstrip the Canadians, 
oir Wilham Johnson, who had interests in the western Indian trade, 
sent warnings to New York and Pennsyivania, and Robert Dinwidjfie,/ 
the governor of Virginia, also reafised that a crisis was ‘at hand. In". 
1751 the French arrested English traders on the, Ohio and wamed-them 
not to persist in their business. At the same time Dinwiddle was 
considering a plan to build a fprt at the point where the Allegheny ' 


’ Oawbriige Modern History, vi. pp. 411-12. 

* Detailed information oonoeming these companies appears to_ he scanty. Refer- 
OQoea to their doings oooui' in B. G. Thwaites, France i» America, 1497-1703, New 
York, 190S, pp. 162-3 ; B. Bernow, The Ohio Valley in Colonial Days, AlbSiUy, 1890, 
pp. 88-90 5 and J. S. Johnson, First Explorations of Kentucl^, Inuis^e, 1808, introd. 
pp. Xv-xid. The latter gives 1748 as the date of foundation of the Ohio Company, 
aUhough indications exist that the soheme was mooted prior to the outbreak of war in 
. 1744. 
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and the Monongahela unite to form the Ohio. , Ultimately the 
Virginians did plant a small and shortlived post in this neighbourhood. 

In 1753 operations on both s ides became more intensive. The French 
built a fort at”Presqu’ile on Lake Erie, another named Fort le Boeuf 
on the road to the, headwaters of the river, and a third. Fort Duquesne, 
which supplanted the ^Virginian post at the important fork above 
referred to. In 1754 ^Dinwiddie despatched George Washington, a 
young officer who had visited the Ohio in the previous year, to eriot 
,'the French in their turn. Washington defeated' the French' ffartfson 
and killed its commander, but a stronger French force compelled him 
to capitulate at Great Meadows on terms which allowed him to retreat 
to Virginia. With this action the dispute definitdy assumed the status 
of a war — and of a Tfar w£idhi"although'few concerned then guessed^ 
it, was to decide the ownership of North America. 

Having regard to the small numbers of white troops available on 
either side, it is evident that the attitude of the Indians was an im- 
portant factor in the situation. The English traders were able to 
undersell the French in trade goods. The French, on their 'side, in 
addition to their unfailing tact in deahng with savages, were able to 
point to the purity of their motives. They were caref'^to proclaim 
that they wished only to hunt and trade, emplo^'^tE^ red men as 
allies and‘agehEa'hh"fema favourable to both parties. The English, 
they declared, wore enemies of the Indian, destroying hii Hunting 
ground8''and' driidng away the game in order to plant crops and farm- 
steads.^ On the whole, the Ohio Inmans saw the matter in this' light, 
and those who did not remain neutral consistently supported the 
French. ^ ' 

Whilst the great colonial war was beginning on the banks of the 
Ohio the contributory trouble of the Nova Scotia boundary was 
entering an a cute stage. Although various treaties in the seventeenth 
and 'm^eenth centuries had dealt with the ownership of the province 
none had attempted to define its true limits. The French claimed 
that the cession of 1713 had induded somethicg less than the whole 
peninsula i^'ch^e Bay of Ihndy almost separates from’ the mainland. 
The BHfSF'claimed not only the entire peninsula, but also the still 
larger area to which it, is atl&ched^ stretching northwards to the St. 
Lawrence and southwards to the confines of Maine. The divergence 
of view was too vdde for peaceful bargaining to bridge, and the boundary 
commission provided by the Treaty of Aix-la-ChapeUe never achieved 
any useful reiulfi. ‘ Until 1749 the population was entirely Frepch. 
The British government ruled it tenderly, respecting its religion and 
re£caiamg,fi6m taxation, and it multiplied threefold at least during the 
forty years following the annexation. The restoration of Lonishouig 
to Fiance, however, renewed an obvious danger, to counter which it 
was detennined to introduce British settlers. The. Peace of 1748 
had mvolved in England' the "disbandment of numerons soldiers and 
^E. Waddiogton, Ibuw XV. et U rehversemetii des AWanees, Paris, 1896, pp. 7-& 
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seamen, who commonly took to crime as a means of livelihood and_ 
perished on the gallows without profit to themselves or their country. 
Captain Thomas Coram, the philanthropic founder of lie Eoundling 
Hospital, suggested the equipment of these men as colonists in Nova 
Scotia. ^eorg^D^k^_JEarl of_Haliiax,_xecently„gi 5 i,d©„Ptesidflnt of 
the Board oTTr ade, a pproved the plan; and', in 1749 he despatphed 
3000 ^ ex-sol die]^ and their fa milies to the eastern c oast, where they 
settle^ Toun3~a.harhour since Imown by the name of HaTifax. The 
entSjrise precipftated trouble with, the.Ejeiich. The rulers of Canada 
saw the value of Louishourg dlmitdshed by the establishment of a riv,al 
stronghold. They retaliated' by sending religious and' political agents 
to stir up discontent among the French AcaSans, already offended-by 
the intrusion of the new settlers. Predatory Indians in the Canadian, 
service, added to the woes of the province," murdering the English 
colonists and' such Frenchmen as refused to falce part against the 
government. By 1766 the once peaceful existence of Nova. S cot iy' 
was at an end, and raids and massacres were of daily occurrence. Thfe^ 
British officials then took a step they had long meditated. They 
collected all,,, the French inhabitants they could lay hands on and 
shipped them to various centres in New England and the Middle 
Colonies. They carried out this stem measure only after repeated 
warning, and they could fairly urge that the Canaffian government 
itself had rendered it inevitable by waging scarcely-veiled hostilities 
in time of peace and by tampermg with the allegiance of British 
subjects. 

The Seven Tears’ War, as between Grretffc Britain and France really 
opened in 1765, although the formal declaration was withheld unm 
the foll6\rag year, when also the complementary struggle upon the 
continent of Eprope broke out with Frederick the Gfreat’s invasion of 
Saxony. In England the Duke of Newcastle had been prime minister 
since the death of his brother, Henry Pelham. Anson was at the head 
of the Admiralty and the Lord (fiiancellor Hardwicke, a lawyer of 
great wisdom and breadth of 'view, was an influential member of the 
cabinet. Pitt had for some time been Paymaster of the Forces, but 
the office was not of cabinet rank, and he had no hesitation in opposing 
the government’s policy. Owing to tfie terms of existing treaties 
Newcastle had a difficult game to play. If he attacked France, Spain 
might declare against mm . The defensive alliance also between 
England and the Dutch required either party to come to the other’s 
assistance with a specified force, Jbut only in case of attack by a third 
power. It ’was important therefore for England to avoid being the 
technical aggrgSsoriS' the conflict which was now inevitable. New- 
castle-,- of course, held that the French were the aggressors on the Ohio, 
but it was a recognized convention of the time that hostilities confined 
to the colonies (Ed not constitute an irrevocable declaration of war 
in Europe. It remained to be seen how far this principle would apply 
• to fighting at sea on either side of the Atlantic Ocean. This diplomatic 
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preoccupation goes far to excuse the want of decision with which 
Newcastle conducted the opening moves of the war.’- The French, 
on their side, were equally handicapped. Their true policy, with 
their strong army and relatively weak navy_, was to invade Hanover 
in order to secure a guarantee against colonial losses. But'^Prederick 
the Great, their nominfd ally, was not to be trusted, and they had not 
yet accomplished that union with Austria, their foimq? enemy, which 
a year later was to clear their path of obstacles. ‘Both England and 
Prance therefore contented themselves with sending naval and military 
forces to America, and left it to chance to dictate the future extension 
of the war. 

The British expedition sailed first. Newcastle’s governments 
moved by Washingtou’s defeat and Dinwiddie’s strong representations 
ordered two regular regiments to Virginia under the command^ 
^/Gengfal Edward Braddock. The latter was instructed to raise coloniili 
^ forces and to expel the French first from Fort Duqufisne on the Ohioj;^ 
then from Lakes Erie and. Ontario. At the time the -active, 
'Shirley in Nlyf .‘England was, to obtain a British footing upon Lake 
Ghamplain,*Kom which the Eiver Eichelieu flows into the St. Lawrence 
, b'dow Montreal. All these were to be represented in Paris as defensive 
'measures such “ as may make the French ministers ashamed to cW 
; plain of them.” Braddock failed to achieve even the first part of his 
mission. Some of the colonies were apathetic, partioiilarly New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, where the Quaker scruples against warfare were 
strong. New York and Maryland also gave httle help, but in Virginia 
he obtained a few hundreds of militiamen. He had left England 
early in 1766, and in June he began his march through the forests 
and over the moimtains to Fort Duqnesne. When wiimn'nine miles 
« of his destination he fell into an ambush laid by a Frejuoh and Indian 
force. He and his disciplined troops, trained for the wars of Europe, 

' were outmatched by an enemy without formation or cohesion, invisible 
in a densely wooded country, and t, airing little harm from the mechanical 
, volley-firing of the regulars. Braddock, threarfourt hs of his ofdcers,- 
and more than half his men fell on the fidd.® The survrvors retieatedji 
leaving the Ohio still in French occupation. "Washington was one of^ 
the few officers who escaped . ''' During the succeeffing months' he stiove 
, with little success to defend the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania 
against an avenging swarm of red men who poured over the Aheghanies 
under French leaders, and carried fire and slaughter through all the 
outlying settlements. In the north -the New Englandere- hod little 
better success, Six thousaijid of them, raised , by Shirley, and, 
manded by Sir Wflliam' Jobnsbh.', were repulsed m like manne r hea t 
^^^ike Champlain. Shirley luniself failed in ah "expedition sigattst 't’he 

^ A fvll explimation of -these matters ooours in Sir J. S. Corbett’s England in tin 
Seven Yean' War, London, 10p7, voL i. ohap. iit 

'^^ninteroslang description of the battle from the 3'ienoh side appears in Waddington, 
op cil. pp, The IVench had only 43 oasuolties : the Sngush, about 000. 
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Prcncli on Lalif Ontario ; but a detachment of Massachusetts militia ■, 
captured Fort Beausdjour on the border of Nova Scotia. / • 

Shortly after Braddock’s departure the French govemmpnt des- , 
patched 3000 soldiers and- a- -fleet to Canada. Newcastle, for the , 
reasons ciready stated, found it inadvisable’ to intercept this e3:pedition 
near the shores of France. Trusting, however, that an action off the 
American coa^’ might have less serious diplomatic results, he despatched 
Admiral Boscawen in pursuit. Boscawon attacked his quarry near ;; 
the Grulf of St. Lawrence. He captured only two ships with troops on . 
board. The oth'era eluded him. Some stayed to reinforce the garrison 
of Louisbourg ; the remainder reached Quebec, where they placed 
New France above the risk of serious attack by the forces which the 
English had in America. By this unlucky giction Newcastle and 
Boscawen had given a diplomatic advantage to France whilst inflicting 
little material damage in return. ^ ,, 

Newcastle, nevertheless, scored an important success. He kept^ 
Spain neutral and won over Frederick of Prussia to the British side.^ 
Only with the Dutch was he unaucce.ssful. France now determined to 
begin the war in earnest, and from that moment Newcastle lost his 
grip of the situation. The English arra^ement with Frederick ^ 
precluded for the moment an attack upon Hanover, and the French ’ 
planned instead the invasion of England and the capture of Minorca. 
The first of these undertaldngs never took efiect, although the threat of 
it caused a panic to break out in London, for it was computed that 
35,000 men at home and in America was the utmost strength to which 
the British army could be raised ; and»tiie French had 60,000 con- 
centrated in the Channel ports alone. British sea-power, however, 
prevented them from embarking. The expedition against Minorca 
sailed from Toulon, landed in the island in April, 1756, and laid siege 
to Port Mahon, the capital. The British government had some little 
warning by means of intercepted despatches, and sent Admiral John 
Byng with' an inadequate fleet in relief. Byng fought an action off 
the island with the French squadron under La GalissoniSre. He 
inflicted and received no decisive damage, but despaired of saving 
the place and concluded that his duty was to sail westwards to protect 
Gibraltar. The French were delighted»by bis departure, for his mere 
presence would have placed their besie^g army in a serious phght by 
interrupting its supplies. Newcastle replaced Byng by another 
admiral, but it was too late. Port Mahon capitulated on June 28. 
A violent outcry arose in Englipd, and Newcastle saved the govern- 
ment by sacrificing Byng. The unhappy admiral was tried by court- 
martial and his personal courage vindicated. But he was convicted 
, of failing to do his utmost against the enemy and shot on the deck of 
the flagship in Portsmouth Harbour. Pitt braved unpopularity in 
seeking to save him, and the Duo de Eiohelieu, commander of the j 

^By tlie Oonvoixtion. of Westminster, January, i.7G(}, Bredeiiok guaranteed the 
neutrality of Hanover. 
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captors of Port Malion, wrote chivalrously from France in his behalf. 
Voltaire did the same and ironically remarked, after the tragedy, 
that it was a British custom to shoot some of their commajiders “ pout 
encourager les autres.” 

In America tha year 1766 brought renewed disasters. Along all 
the western frontier the Indians raided and massacred to their hearts’ 
content. The only reme'dy was to strike at Fort Duquesn^ ; but Virginia 
conceived that she had done enough, and Pennsylvania’still refused to 
vote a man for the public cause. The New Englanders alone showed 
any spirit, and they naturally thought first of their own defence. From 
Europe new commanders-in-chief arrived for both sides, the Marquis 
de Montes, 1m for France and the Earl of Loudon for England. Loudon, 
like Byng, was apt to,see the gloomy aspect of his task. He collected 
boats, stores, and the New England militia throughout the summer on 
Lake George, an offshoot of Lake Champlain, but hesitated to take , 
definite action. Montcalm, on the other hand, struck a useful blo\rf|’ 
by captua nfl Fort Osw egftf the English post on Lake Ontario, whioM/;' 
menaced the water-borne communication between Canada and the OiaaM 

These events, in their details, must be read elsewhere. The cruoi^ 
point amid all the confusion of 1766 lay at home, in the play of indi- 
,'Vidual forces and the effaihs of disaster upon th^etaotions and opinions 
of the British natioHj/ As the bad nows j^fne in by every pos^ 
Braddock’s defea t. RbiTlev’a faibitc, BoscaWfo’s fajlure, the threatened 
' invasion, theloss of iSGSrc a. the loss'iff QBweg o— the nation’s confidence 
m i^^estiny fell to the lowest point it had touched since England 
became an oceanic power. Tn the spring and summer panic was the 
order of the day. Hardly the coolest and most level-headed of men 
had any faith that the country could emerge with credit from a war 
so unhappily begun ; and the general tone of English speiety was by 
no means cool and level-headed. The Duke of Newcastie, vacillating, 
timid, unfit for any strong decision, blown this way and that by every 
...clamour and rumour, typified the government. The merchants, 
fearing for theh sea-home wealth, besieged him with claims upon the 
navy, and serioudy hampered the work of Anson, a really capable ^ 
administrator. Up and down the country men looked hourly for a 
landing of the French. Disaffection was rife, and it was said that all 
had felt more secure even when, ten years before, the Pretender had 
marched on London. George 11., old and harassed, washed his hands 
of England and devoted himself to saving his beloved Hanover, The 
army was insignificant in size, and it seemed impossible to augment 
it by the methods then in vogue. The navy indeed had more ships 
than that of France, hut no admiral bad yet been found with the luck 
Mr sM to lead it to success. Seventy years of political corruption were 
bearing their inevitablp, |ruit : “ to contend with the power of France 
sromed to many a hop'dless task : to hold up against it in their own 
lifetime the most ■fh^y'^dcTold hope with such a ministry.” ^ In pari 
B. WBUa^, Life cf P4i, London, 1913, i. p. 262. 



397 


THE CLASH OE ESIPIEES, 1739-1763 

no doubt the fault lay with the nation as a whole. Financial gain 
from trade supremacy was a poor moral basis upon which to stand in 
such a crisis, and that to most was the true object of the war. It gave 
no such uplift as the Puritan faith of 1649 or the Call of freedom in 
1588. liardwicke, himseK as despondent as any, put his finger on the 
sore when he stigmatized the national policy as “ vexing your neigh- 
bours for a little muck.” ' 

But, through it aU, one man kept his faith, seeing clearly the path 
to 'vistory, neve| doubting his own power to tread that path if the 
nation would trust him as its guide, Pitt had no misgiving on the 
score of right. He accepted, as a thing ordained, the materialist 
canons which governed the relations of state to state. France was the 
challenger of his country’s supremacy in the 4i.tlantic : France was 
therefore the foe of maidrind, and her flag must be blotted from the 
seas. He had no personal ends to serve, no finger in colonial trading 
ventures, no dfehonest share of the public funds to claim. All his 
thoughts were for the aggrandizement of his coimtry along established 
hues, and the very simplicity of his creed gave hiin the moral stamina 
which others lacked. Already in 1755 his speeches had embarrassed 
the government and enraged the king, earning thereby Ms dismissal 
from the paymaster’s office. All through the ensuing year he followed 
identleasly the same course, arousing his countrymen from their 
despair and bringing them to see that in his leadership and in their 
own efforts lay salvation. The war, he said, was for sea-power and 
1 America. Let the country spend its money upon the fleet and the 
I army in that theatre, and let Hanover’ bo left to sink temporarily 
beneath ^the flood. Victory such as he envisaged over the ocean 
would restore that and aU other things at the peace. Most violently 
she denounced the payment of subsidies to the German princes-of- 
tfortune, the favourite panacea of George H. The unlucky singling-out , 
■for fame of one phrase of his, of “ conquering America on the plains of 
Germany,” has done more than all eke to obscure the true story of ' 
his work. He spoke the words long afterwards, in different ciroum- ' 
stances, and in a context which modifies their apparent sense. In 
1756 they represent the exact opposite of the policy he preached, and 
for that reason Ms name was anathemfl to the German king. Never- 
theless Pitt and the nation Avould not he denied. Newcastle would 
have clung to office, trusting that some lucky chance would save him. 
But Ms supporters shrank from the storm. Henry Fox, who studied 
nothing but his own fortune, resigned. Wflliam Murray, cowed by 
Pitt’s invective, did the same, becoming Lord Chief Justice and 
Baron Mansfield. Newcastle bowed to the inevitable and MmselE 
recommended his rival to the king. On November 15, 1756, Pitt 
became Secretary of State and virtual premiesj although. the Duke 
of Devonshire, as First Lord of the Treasury, nominauy hdd that 
rank. ' . . ^ 

WMlst Pitt had been forcing his way to power the confused situation 
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captors of Port Mahon, wrote chivalrously from France in his behalf, 
Voltaire did the same and. ironically remarked, after the tragedy, 
that it was a British custom to shoot some of their comm^ders “ pour 
encourager les autres.” 

In America tha, year 1766 brought renewed disasters. Along all 
the western frontier the Indians raided and massacred to their hearts’ 
content. The only remocly was to strike at Fort Duquesn^ ; but Virginia 
conceived that she had done enough, and Pennsylvania still refused to 
vote a man for the pubHo cause. The New Englanders alone shewed 
any spirit, and they naturally thought first of their own defence. From 
Europe new commanders-in-chief arrived for both sides, the Marquis 
de Montcalm for France and the Earl of Loudon for England. Loudon, 
like Byng, was apt to^see the gloomy aspect of his task. He collected 
boats, stores, and the New England militia throughout the summer on 
Lake G-eorge, an oJIshoot of Lake Champlain, but hesitated to take , 
definite action. Montcalm, on the other hand, strudr a useful blow| / ■ 
by captiTfiTig Fort_QffiEegOy the English post on Lake Ontario, whicn// 
menaced the water-borne communication between Canada and the OhnaM 

These events, in their details, must be read elsewhere. The cruoiE^ 
point amid aU the confusion of 1766 lay at home, in the play of indi- 
' vidual forces and the efie^ of disaster upon th^efnotions and opinions 
of the British nationj/As the bad newp cpifne in by every posj^ 
Braddock’s defea t. ahiTlev’ ^ failnta . Bo-scaw^’a failure, the threatened 
invasion, the loss of Mmorc a. the loss of Q swego — ^the nation’s confidence 
in its destiny fell to tke^ lowest point it had touched since England 
became an oceanic power, fn the spring and summer panic was the 
order of the day. Hardly the coolest and most level-headed of men 
had any faith that the country could emerge with credit from a war 
BO unhappily begun ; and the general tone of English society was by 
no means cool and level-headed. The Duke of Newcaslle, vacillating. 


timid, unfit for any strong decision, blown this way and that by every 
-.clamour and rumour, typified the government. The merchants, 
fearing for their sea-borne wealth, besieged him with claims upon the 
navjr, and seriously hampered the work of Anson, a really capable / 
administrator. Up and down tiie country men looked hourly for a/ 
landing of the French. Disaffection was rife, and it was said that aU 
had felt more secure even when, ten years before, the Pretender had 
marched on London. . George U., old and harassed, washed his hands 
of England and devoted himself to saving his beloved Hanover. The 
army was insignificant in size, and it seemed impossible to augment 
it by the methods then in vogue. The navy indeed had more ships 
than that of France, but no admiral had yet been found with the luck 
or skill to lead it to success. Seventy years of political corruption were 
bearing their inevitable, fruit : “ to contend with the power of France 


bearing their inevitable, fruit : “ to contend with the power of France 
seemed to many a hop'mess task : to hold up against it in their own 
-lifetime the most ’dOlild hc^ie with such a ministry.” ^ In part 
' B, 'VYftUaiSal Life of PiUi London, 1913, i. p. 262. 
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no doubt tbe fault lay with the nation as a whole. Financial gain 
from trade supremacy was a poor moral basis upon which to stand in 
such a crisis, and that to most was the true object of the war. It gave 
no such uplift as the Puritan faith of 1649 or the tail of freedom in 
1688. Hardwicke, himself as despondent as any, put his finger on the 
sore when he stigmatized the national poUoy as “ vexing your neigh- 
bours for a litiljl^e muck.” 

But, through it all, one man kept his faith, seeing clearly the path 
to 'vistory, neve^ doubting Ms own power to tread tliat path if the 
nation would trust him as its guide. Pitt had no misgiving on the 
score of right. He accepted, as a thing ordained, the materialist 
canons which governed the relations of state to state. France was the 
challenger of his country’s supremacy in the .Atlantic : France was 
therefore the foe of mankind, and her flag must be blotted from the 
seas. He had no personal ends to serve, no finger in colonial trading 
ventures, no d&honest share of the pulDlio funds to claim. All his 
thoughts were for the aggrandizement of his country along established 
lines, and the very simplicity of his creed gave him the moral stamina 
which others lacked. Already in 1755 his speeches had embarrassed 
the government and enraged the king, earning thereby his dismissal 
from the paymaster’s office. All through the ensuing year he followed 
relentlessly the same course, arousing his countrymen from their 
despair and bringing them to see that in his leadership and in their 
own efforts lay salvation. The war, he said, was for sea-power and 
'[America. Let the country spend its money upon the fleet and the 
I army in that theatre, and let Hanover' be left to sink temporarily 
beneath ^the flood. Victory such as he envisaged over the ocean 
I would restore that and aU other thirds at the peace. Most violently 
Ihe denounced the payment of subsidies to the German princes-of- 
jfortune, the favourite panacea of George II. The unlucky singling-out ' 
for fame of one phrase of his, of “ conquering America on the plains of ' 
Germany,” has done more than aU else to obscure the true story of ' 
his work. He spoke the words long afterwards, in different oircum- ’ 
stances, and in a context which modifies their apparent sense. In 
1766 they represent the exact opposite of tho policy he preached, and 
for that reason his name was anathemSl to the German Idng. Never- 
theless Pitt and the nation would not be denied. Newcastle would 
have clung to office, trusting that some lucky chance would save him. 
But his supporters shrank from the storm. Henry Fox, who studied 
nothing but his own fortune, sesigned. William Murray, cowed by 
Pitt’s invective, did the same, becoming Lord Chief Justice and 
Baron Mansfield. Newcastle bowed to the inevitable and himself 
recommended his rival to the king. On November 15, 1766, Pitt 
became Secretary of State and virtual premie^ although the Duke 
of Devonshire, as First Lord of the Treasury, nominally held that 
rank. * , 

Whilst Pitt had been forcing his way to power the confused situation 
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on the continent had taken definite shape. In May, 1756, France and 
Austria signed an alliance. In September Frederick of Prussia made 
war upon Austria and suddenly invaded Saxony. The vexed question 
whether Frederick or Maria Theresa was the real aggressor need not 
.’detain us here. The result of the year’s intrigues was thalf Aut tria, 

■ France and Russia coalesced for the dismemberment of Prussia, and 
Ithat the latter country became from force of circumstance our firm 
' r ally, for the fate of Hanover was bound up with that of Frederick’s 
‘ dominions. Pitt realised this fact and began to mojjify his attetdde 
towards German subsidies. 

He was not yet, however, prepared to send any large proportion of 
the British army to the German campaign, and consequently did not 
obtain the real confid^ce of George II. In other respects his position 
was insecure. He had come to power as the great commoner, the 
chosen leader of the middle classes who voiced the opinion of the 
nation at large. As such he was regarded with distriist by the great 
families who monopolized parliamentary power and looked to the 
Duke-jaf Newcastle as their head. His ministry lasted therefore only 
five “months. It was not that Newcastle’s men conspired actively 
a^ai^st him in Parliament. They passively refrained from supporting 
hi^'j and the blow came from the court. In the spring the Duke of 
Qumberland, before setting out to command the Hanoverian army 
, 'against the French, persuaded his father that Pitt was not sound on 
the question they both had nearest to heart ; ^ and George II. dis- 
missed his minister on April 6, 1757. 

To expel Pitt was eaaief than to replace him. Newcastle was 
obviously unfit to conduct the war, and his previous proceedings were 
at that moment the subject of an inquiry which mi^t easily lead to 
his impeachment. The Ido gr turned to Lord Waldegraye, who tried 
to form a ministry and failed. Fox was capable of undertaldng this or 
any other task, but his greed and selfishness had made biTn hopelessly 
unpopular. Meanwhile the country was roaring for Pitt, and the 
empire, during the critical months of the campaigning season, was 
without a government. So it went on until June, when the king, with 
certain ruin as the alternative, submitted once more. The parhamen- 
taiy inquiry had whitewashed? Newcastle, and Pitt had forborne to 
press the case against him. Hardwicke now acted as a soother of 
differences, and the coalition ensued which was to change the fate of 
the war. Newcastle became nominal head of the ' government with 
undisputed control of the jobbery arid patronage which constituted 
i^jJaterMl politics. Pitt returned as Secretary of State for the southern 

1 ' department with vhsfcual command of tbe forces, the colonies, and 
foreign affairs. The holder of the northern secretaryship, through 
whose office passed ti!io correspondence with the German powers, was 
■ a nonentity who took his orders from Pitt, Anson took the admiralty 
again, and Hardwicke filled the post of general adviser and composer 
I Corl)ett,'op. cit. i, p. 168 ; Oambridge Modena History, -vi p. 406. 
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of disputes. Eqx, excluded from the cabinet, consoled himself with the 
rich prize of Paymaster of the Forces. : 

So Pitt at length came to grips with his task. It was high time, for 
the year had brought a repetition of the w’oes of 1756. The Earl of 
■ Loudon had planned the first step towards the congueet pf, — 
''-the capture of Louishourg at the gate, of the ^§t.^|jaT^ence. To’this 
end he ‘denuded the Hew York and New England Icontiers of most of 
the regdar 'trB^’S,'ahd sailed from New York to Halifax with a large 
force,* At Halifax he learned that, owing to naval miscalouldtions, 
the French fleet in Louishourg was stronger than his own, and that his * 
army would be in danger of a great disaster if he attenipj^d to go on. 
He therefore abandoned the project and , returned tp jy[\e, English 
colonies without coming in sight of Louishourg, Dunhg his absence 
Montcalm bad been alert. Colleotihg “all‘'the available Frenchmen, 
Cpiadians, and Indians, he descended Lake Champlain and appeared • 

' on Lake Georges Ther^ hejaid siege t o Fort Wilham Ij iffurv. After 
a week’s fighting the garrison capitulated on the understanding that 
they were to withdraw freely to Fort Edward on the Hu dson B iver. 
As the unhappy party marched out after surrendering their arms 
Montcalm’s Indians fell upon them and massacred a large number. 
Montcalm, who was blamed for his negligence in taking no steps to 
prevent such a crime, exerted himself to save the survivors ; but the 
affair embittered the feelings of the British against Canada and 
hardened them, when the tide of fortune turned, to demand inexorably 
the expulsion of the French from the Amerigan continent.^ Montcalm 
might now have proceeded to the invasiomof ^e^Hn^nyaUey. But 
it was imperative for him to allow his militia, to return home for the 
harvest' | "for Canada, even after ibis lapse of time, produced barely 
sufficient food for its own inhabitants, and to feed the regular troops in 
addition it was’ necessary to depend on precarious supplies from France, 
With these events then the campaign of 1767 came to an end in America. 4 
In Europe things had gone equally ill. The Duke of Cumberlanct was 
“ completdy beaten by the Duo de Eicbelieu, lost nearly the whole of 
Hanover, and agreed to the Con-vehtion of Elbsterzeven by which he 
was to disperse his army and leave the French in possession of their 
gains. Pitt, taking office too late to influSnee the main course of events, 
attempted to draw away some of the French armies by a naval and 
military raid upon Eoohefort in tiie Bay of Biscay. But this also 
failed to produce much effect. 

During the winter Pitt worked hard at his plans for 1768. PQs 
purpose was to tie the French down in Europe by supporting Frederick 
and the Hanoverians, by morel attacks upon the Ftenoh'coa st, an Jh.y a 
strong naval blockade, and in the meantime to promote vigorously 

* The Btandard IFienoh authority, Biohard Waddington, Qverre de S^t Ana, 

B Tols., Paris, 1809, etc. ■gives a full aacount of the massacre, and is in substantial agree, 
ment with the litoglish historians (i. pp. 263-S). At Oswego in the previous year 
• Hontoalm’s Indians bad murdered some of the prisoners (Ibid. p. 233). 
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tlie conquest of Canada. To accomplisli the first of these ohjects he 
agreed to the policy he had formerly denounced, the payment of 
subsidies and the employment of British troops in Hanover under a 
Prussian general, Ferdinand of Brunswick.^ A useful outcome was the 
closing of Idle breach between Pitt and the king : George 11. ofrerlooked 
the past, and put full trust in his minister until his own life ended two 
years later. _ 

The influence of the master mind, working unhampered for the 
first time, at once displayed itseK. In Hanover Ferdinand regained 
most of what Cumberland had lost. On the French coast there was 
perpetual alarm and waste of French resources. In June the British 
landed near St.’Malb ahd'destroyed twelve armed Bhip.s and over seventy 
merchantmen. In Ajjgust the same force captured and destroyed the 
port qf Cherbourg with all it contained, twenty ships and a quantity 
of warlike stores. Landing again near St— Mak), however, the British 
were repulsed with heavy Toss, at St. Cast. Pitt claimed nevertheless 
that tms expeditibhary force had kept employed throughout the 
summer three times its own number of Frenclimen, In the Mediter- 
' ranean a French squadron seeldng to make for America was defeated 
off Carthagena and turned back to Toulon; whilst in the Bay of 
Biscay Hawke defeated and drove back yet another fleet intendea for 
the reinforcement of Louisbourg. The effects soon showed themselves 
across the ocean. There the British generals, now in overwhelming 
■ strength, imdertook nothing less than the conquest of New France. 
At the end of July, Arphei^t and Wolfe took Louisbourg and destroyed 
a French squadron in its^a^bur. The great fortress upon which 
France had spent so muchTwas dfimantled mid deserted for ever, and 
its inhabitants deported to Europe. In the end its terrors had proved 
to be more of a pretence than a reality, for the works were incomplete 
and in had repair. In the.west a sin^ar bold effort brought ameven 
tamer ending. General John Forbes set out from Peimsylyania tp.do 
that wHch Braddook and Washington had attempted in vain,. He 
marched resolutely upon Fort Duquesne, refusing to listen to coimsels 
of retreat. When he reached the fortress it was burnt and empty. 
Its garrison had retired to Canada, and not a Frenchman remained upon 
the Ohio, the tragic river where the world-conflict had begun. Only 
on Lake Champlain had the defenders of New Frailc'e'BUCceeded. There, 
/yftt Ticonderoga, General Abercrombie, the commander of the largest 
y British army, attacked Montcalm and was terribly repulsed. Hundreds 
I of his men fell in assaulting an imp:(;pgnahle position, and tbe fate of 
Canada was deferred for a year. Nevertheless, a detachment of his ■ 
force took Fort Frontenao and cut off the Canadians from any hope 
of legaiaing the Lakes and the Ohio. 

Sir iT. S. Oorbott points ’out that there was no real inoonsistonoy* What Fitt 
denounced was making the continent the main theatre of British e.ffort ; what he did 
was to make it a uselul accessory to the oonouest of Amflyi na. (i, pp. 155’6| 190-1)* 
Cf. WilUams, op. cU. i. pp, 35B, 304, 
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Pitt Lad hithejto made NoitL America the object of his chief efforts. 
The circTmastances which led up to the war had left him no other choice. 
But now that its conquest was reasonably provided' for' he showed 
himself fully conscious that the prize of the struggle was supremacy 
in the whale Atlantic trading area. During his first^ninistrj^ Thomas 
Cumming, a merchant known as the Fighting Quaker, ajjjrba^ed him 
with, a scheme jor the reduction of the French 'African settlements, of 
Goree^and Senegal. Gumming had entered into relations witli the 
nativenchiefs and was confident of success ; but the critical condition 
of affairs at that time would not admit of the project being taken up. 
In 1758 Pitt was able to spare a small expedition for the purpose, and 
on May 1st Omnming and Captain Marsh made a bloodless conquest 
of Fort Louis in the Senegal River. They found, themselves too weak 
to take the island of Goree, the other French slaving centre to the 
southward. In November, however, Pitt had greater forces at his 
disposal, and deopatohed Admiral Keppel with five ships-of-the-line. 
In the first days of 1759 Keppel captured Goree. With it fell the 
whole French slave trade, the vital support of their sugar plantations. 
Economically the result of the expedition was out of all proportion to 
the military outlay. 

Rumours that France was about to sue for peace made it advisable 
to extend the area of conquest to the West Indies without further 
delay. To mercantilists of the old school this appeared as obvious as it 
was desirable, for the sake of the sugar islands themselves and the 
merchant shipping to which they gave employment.^ Pitt was an 
adherent of the newer school which preferred continental colonies 
capable of supporting a large population to “take off” the manu- 
factures of Tihe mother country. He was looking also to the recovery of , 
Minorca, which he reckoned essential to British security. At the close 
of 1758 he was’living in fear of a peace which would leave his work 
half done, and he therefore planned a West Indian campaign primarily 
with an eye to seizing something which he could exchange for the 
Mediterranean stronghold.® Later, when victory exceeded even his 
anticipations, he was as loud as any for the retention of the West 
Indian gains. The French possessed in the Caribbean Grenada, 
Guadeloupe, Martinique and the westenl and richer portion of His- 
paniola. They had also, in spite of the treaty of 1748, begun to plant 
the so-called neutral islands of Dominica, St. Lucia and St. Vincent, 
of which the first two were larger and more promising than Barbados. 
Hitherto neither side had done rpore than protect its own and prey 
upon its enemy’s commerce. It is significant that for this purpose 
each had employed naval forces three times as great as those allotted 
to Watson and d’Ache in the Indian Ocean.® 

^ William Beokford, a oity merchant and es-planter of Jamaica, was active in 
urging the West Indian campaign (A. von Buvillo, William Pitt, English translation* 
London, 1907, ii. pp. 222-3). 

, “Corbett, op. cit, l.pp. S71-6. ' "ZAid. p. 369. 


2c 



402 A fSHOET HISTORY OF BRITISH EXPANSION 

The West Indian expedition sailed in November, 1755,, simultaneously 
with that for Goree. It consisted of 6000 troops, escorted by ten 
battleships and some frigates. It arrived first at Martinique, but 
found Fort Royal, the principal harbour, too strong to attack. It 
sailed next to Guadeloupe, and after persistent and hercic efiorts , 
captured the island. On the day after the capitulation a French 
fleet arrived in rehef, But was then too late to c^nge^the issue. In 
England there was at first some dksatisfaction with iae achievement, 
for the value of Guadeloupe was not recognized owin^ to the fa^, that 
it shipped all its produce through the custom-hou& of Martinique. 
In reality it was the richest Frendi island after Hispaniola. 

With the conquest of Canada unfinished, Pitt was not yet prepared 
' to do more in the Ca^bbean. Having obtained his insurance against a 
premature peace he devoted aU the country’s energy once more to the 
north. To subdue the heart of New France in 1769 he provided two 
main armies, one under Amherst on Lake Champlainj to strike north- 
wards at the St. Lawrence, the other under Wolfe to sail up that river 
to Quebec. With Wolfe went a strong fleet un der Sir Cha rles-SaAmders. 
Wolfe’s, , part achieved the most striking success and is perhaps the 
/Beat-known exploit in our history. It has been the inspifatioS^of 
^many volumes, and its bare outline alone can be related he?&. Early 
in June the fleet and the army entered the estuary, on a mission 
rendered doubly perilous by the unlcnown dangers of the navigation 
and the unlmo-sm stren^h of the capital they were to attack. The 
last attempt of the Irind, m 1711, had failed disastrously by shipwreck 
at the outset. Saunders' and the seamen did wonders, taldng the 
■ great ships-of-the-line through chan nels ' which j:he French pilo ts wi th 
a century’s experience had only 'traversed with small mercEahtmen. 
Montcalm had received warning in the spring. He had no direct aid 
to hopnirom Eranoe., His role was to waste the short sutnmCT'months 
in a stalemate, trusting that events in Europe might yet turn the scale 
and save the colony. He almost succeeded. Wo3e found his opponent 
in a portion which forbade direct access to Quebed’and defied all effirts 
/^t dislod^^t. In mid-September^ when the ships must soon leavh 
’/and ‘hope was nearly dead, Wolfe’s genius triumphed. He deceived' 
Montcalm as to his intentionei, found an unguarded path up the clifc, 
and climbed by night to the Plaius of Abraham, where no natural 
obstacle stood between him and the ramparts of Quebec. Montcalm 
hurried to interpose, and in the short struggle on the heights both 
, lead^ fell. Part of the French army retired to Montreal. The 
i ■' remainder surrendered a fortnight la£er with the capital, 
f • Still Canada was not conquered. Amherst had failed to reach the 
St. Lawrence, and round Montreal were gathered aU the broken forces 
which still served raider 'the flag of France. Before the winter was out 
,it became doubtful whether the British would hold their hard-won 
conquest of Quebec. When the ice gripped theuiver and the ships 
sailed for England General Murray remained with 7000 men. By_ 
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April, 1760, souBvy and starvation had reduced them to 3000. De 
Ldvis, Montcalm’s successor, Icnew of their straits and advanced upon 
them from Montreal. In the desperate battle which ensued Murray 
lost one-third of Ms remnant and retired within the broken walla. 
Both sidesVxpected supplies from home when the navigation reopened ; 
and the first sMps to arrive would thus decide the fate of Quebec. 
On May 9 a frigate came in sight of the beleaguered town. It showed 
the British flag, and a British fleet followed in its wake. De Lfivis 
left his siege-gun§ and retired to Montreal. There the curtain fell 
upon the long drama. From all sides Amherst and Murray and the 
subordinate leaders closed in upon those who had fought so pluclnly for 
France. On.,Septem^r 8, 1760, the last French governor pf Canada 
surrmdered, anff 'fEe wide ''bontafieht' with all its ^plendTd possibilities 
passed to the British crown. • . - 

At home a stateBman had arisen who might hope to vie with Pitt. 
Towards t he oloa% of 17 58 the Duo de Choiseul became a leading spirit 
in the French |;ovirhinSt'"and:rlike 'his~ great antagonist, "absorbed 
ere long the direction of the war. He reahaed.that France, now 
definitely inferior at sea, could not hope to save Canada by defeating 
Amherst and WoHe. He decided instead to retrieve all things by a 
blow at the heart, by the invasion of the British Isles whilab the British 
fleets and arnoies were extended over the broad Atlantic. In spite of 
Pitt’s far-flung enterprise the sMps imder Hawke in the Chaimw Were 
stronger than those under Conflans at Brest. But, as invariably 
happens in a maritime war, the neutral natiops were seriously aggrieved 
at belligerent interference with their conMietce. Sweden, Denmark 
and Holland all complained of the blockade and the Mgh-handed 
action of iSighsh privateers. ,If ghoiseul oould win them over he might 
yet launch ms troops across the Channel, for together they possessed 
sufficient naval strength to turn the balance. The Dutch in particular 
had been skilfully embroiled, for France had relaxed her laws of trade 
and thrown open her sugar islands to their merchantmen. Britain 
had replied hy proclaiming that neutrals had no right to engage in 
time of war in a trade closed to them in time of peace. The contention 
had rough justice on its side, but that made naturally httle appeal to 
such tenacious dealers as the Dutch. ^ 

As the summer of 1759 advanced the invasion project was seen to 
he no idle boast. Newcastle was frightened, and cud his best to breed 
a panic. Pitt refused to call home a man or a sMp from the west. 
He pacified the neutrals, however by bringing the most lawless priva- 
teers to heel, taking them into naval pay and emifioying them to 
watch the Narrow Seas. Choiseul was thus left to invade with his 
own resources, and step by step his project fell to pieces. In August 
the French sq^uadron from Toulon escaped, parsed Gibraltar and 
sought to make for Brest. Boscawen fell upon it and destroyed it 
in Lagos Bay on the coast of Portugal. A f dree of smaller vessels got 
'out of Dunkick, but was driven far eastwards to Sweden, and played 
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no part in the main efEort. At Brest the greatest fleet was blockaded 
aU the BTimmer. In November the Oomte de Oonflans brought it out, 
determined to risk aU ere the year closed. With Hawke m pursuit * 
he sought refuge in Quiberon Bay, and there on a stormy afternoon 
Hawke followed him regardless of the reefs and shoals and the("ga-fhermg 
darlmess. The Englishman lost two ships, but he took and destroyed 
six of the Erench, an'd four othera escaped so danced that they 
never went to sea again. The invasion was finished, mhough hardly 
one Erench soldier had embarked. On the continent Eerdina-ud of 
Brunswick had completed the year of victory by defeating the Erench 
at Minden. 

The following year witnessed, as we have seen, the end of the war in 
Canada. Until that, was decided Rtt undertook nothing great else- 
where, and the small strokes in Africa and the West Indies had already 
been accomplished. At home an event occurred which paved the way 
for his downfall. In October, 1760, George II. died 'with unexpected 
suddenness. He had long been reconciled to his minister and had 
given his genius full rein. The new king, young and ambitious, at 
first seemed disposed to do the like, but ere long a coldness arose, and 
leaser men conspired to break the authority of the real master of 
England. 

; In 1761, with Canada fallen, Pitt turned to securing the conquest 
in Germany, by reinforcing the armies wherewith Eerdinand was 
making head against the Erench. He found strength to assist also bj 
his favourite method of raids against the coast of France. In this 
kind of enterprise the year witnessed his greatest success m the capture 
of the island of Beleisle near the, mouth of the Loire. ; Choiseul had 
still one card to play. ! The old and inactive King of Spaifl had died 
a year before George II. His successor Charles III. was. a bitter enemy 
of England, anxious to revive old disputes which had slept since 
Aix-la-ChapeUe. Choiseul therefore opened peace negotiations in 
1761, demanding more than Pitt was willing to concede, skfifully 
making Spain a party to the discussion, and exciting his neighbour to a 
renewal of the Eamily Compact by pointing to the unreasoning arro- 
gance of the British attitude. On August 16 the third Eamily 
Compact was signed at Sai2 Hdefonso, Spain imdertaking to pool 
commercial privileges with Erance, to put her forces in order and to 
declare war upon England by May, 1762, unless a generahpeace had 
been concluded by that date. With the compact irfnis pocket 
Choiseul took so high a tone that the Jlnglish broke qlf'tM negotiations 
' in September. 

The abortive and insincere haggling of 1'?®!' was of more avail to 
' Ermce than the gain of many battles, for it thrust Pitt into the gulf 
wMoh had been sileutly opening since George II.’s death. The great 
minis ter was for rendering permanent the destruction of Erench 
sea-power. But at the moment when at length thfs was possible some 
of ms colleagues drew back. England must beware, they said, cf- 
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aimmg too Hglj,. If she seized the universal control of the seas she 
would set all the world against her ; and they pointed to the amhition 
of Louis XrV. and its results. The whole question centred ultimately 
round the Newfoundland fishery ; should or should not France he 
allowed to regain a share in that training ground of seamen ? Choiseul, 
with an air of moderation, played this card with consummate skill. 

“ Donnez-nousi^ la piche" he said, “ et sauvez-nous le point d’hmneur 
pour Dunkerqw^ car ce n'estque cela, et la paix estfaite.” ^ At length 
Pitt, hy producing proof of Choiseul’s duplicity, and by sheer violence 
of speech at the council table, carried the others unwillingly with him. 
But dissension broke out again on the point which followed. Spain 
was obviously preparing for war, waiting only for her treasure fleet to 
come in from the mdies. For Pitt there was npw only one Bourbon 
power. Spain was France, and France was Spain ; and he was for 
instant attack. The others refused. All appealed to the king, and 
George III. decided for the majority. They would have preferred 
for Pitt to retain office until the end of the war, but with the parting 
words, " I will be responsible for nothing that I do not direct,” he 
resigned on October 6, 1761. 

During these events the activity of the British fleets had never 
slackened. In June, an expedition from America took Dominica. 
The force was immediately augmented, and its commanders proceeded 
next to the coveted and wealthy Martinique. The island surrendered 
in February, 1762, and its fall was followed by that of St. Lucia, 
Grenada and St. Vincent. The remnant of, the French possessions in 
the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico nrould probably have been 
taken also but for the intervention of Spain and for a somewhat ominous 
symptom "in America. The colonists, since the fall of Canada, had 
displayed a lessening interest in the struggle, and now they practically 
refused to cb-operate further.® At the opening of 1762 Spain duly 
declared war, and at once the miscalculation underlying Choiseul’s 
clever diplomacy made itself apparent. His aUy was so feeble that, 
far from saving France, she began to lose her own possessions. On 
August 14 Havana, the capital of Cuba, surrendered after a two 
months’ siege, with a fifth of the Spanish navy in its harbour. In 
October an expedition from Madras took Manila, the head city of the 
Philippines.® There remained scarcely a ship or an island of the 
Bourbon powers which was not either taken or imminently threatened. 

The Earl of Bute, the king’s favourite minister, had taken Pitt’s 
place as head of the govemmenj:. His first action was to renew the 
negotiation which had fallen to the ground in 1761. In the following 

1 Waddington, op. oU. iv. pp. 641-3, 643. The " point of honour ” about Dunkirk 
arose out of the Singlish oliura that that port must not ba fortified. 

^American Historical Semew, vol. t. "CSh&thnm’s Oolomal Policy,” by H. Hail, 
p. 672; Beer, British Colonial Policy, 1764.65, New York, 1907, pp. 67-8. 

* See Von Rurille, op. eit, iii. pp. 81-8. The capture of the two capitals did not by 
• any means involye ^at of the whole of the respeotiye colonies. 
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year, whilst the Bouihon colonies fell in qiiiok succession and Ohoisenl 
was meditating one last desperate plan for the invasion of En g lanrl^ 
the preliminaries of peace were framed. Convergent motives dictated 
a haste which entailed large concessions : George IH. hated the 
German aspect of the war, and was determined to be don® with it ; 
Bute was conscious of incapacity and dreaded the commission of some 
huge mistake ; and the Duke of Bedford voiced the minion of many 
who stood aghast at the measureless ascendancy tlfelr country had 
attained, and looked with pophetio insight to some fearful Nemesis 
in the years to come. On Pitt the same foreboding acted in a different 
manner. He would have deprived Prance of every colony and put 
it for ever out of her power to seek revenge upon the sea. But the 
moderate view prevailed and restitution was the order of the day. It 
involved a choice between restoring Canada or the West Bidies. 
Already, since 1760, the subject had been actively discussed and many 
pamphlets had appeared on either side. The trad® of Guadeloupe 
and Martinique was many times more valuable than that of Canada. 
It was frankly reco^zed also that the removal of the French menace 
might bring in its train a revolt of the American colonists. Nevertheless 
;the newer mercantilists, who placed the colony as a market before the 
colony as a source of supply, gained the day.^ The growing population 
of America kept Engh^ manufacturers busy. It was hoped that 
Canada would contribute to the same end. Pitt backed this view. 
Mere size of territory appealed to him, and he scouted the idea of 
colonial disloyalty. If concessions there must be, he preferred to 
give back the sugar Islands ,» but he denounced the whole business, and 
particularly the readmission of Prance to the Newfoundland fishery. 
Nevertheless the peace wept forward. Bute and ChoiseuT agreed to 
the preliminaries in the autumn, and the definitive Treaty of Paris 
was signed on February 10, 1763. 

Great Britain received from France the whole of Canada, Nova 
Scotia and Cape Breton Island, Minorca, Senegal, Grenada, St. Vincent, 
Dominica and Tobago ; * and restored to France the fiabing rights 
. on the banks of Newfoundland and in the iS-ulf of St. Lawrence, with 
the little islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon as fishing stations ; Belleisle, 
on the Biscay coast ; Guadeloupe, Majtioique and St. Luda ; and 
• Goxee as a necessary slaving station. Great Britain received from 
Spain Florida, the logwood concession in Honduras, and a resignation 
of Spanish fishing rights in Newfoundland; and restored to Spam 
the island of Cuba. The wording of tji© treaty also entailed the restora- 
tion of Manila, the news of whose Capture did not come to hand before 
the signature., France completed her withdrawal from America by 
(I ceding Louisiaha to Spain as some compensation for losses incurred 
M.on her behalf. « ^ 

* For a oompendlum of the arguments used see Ameyican Eisloncal Meview, vol. 
rni., **0anada versus' Guadelcape,** by W. L. Grant. 

Tobago hod previously been neutral and unocoupied. 
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THE CLASH OE EMPIRES, 1739-1763 

The Treaty of Paris marks the culminating point of the old mercantile 
British Empire,* and of that fierce competition for sea power and 
colonial wealth which took its origin in the Portuguese discoveries of 
the fifteenth century. Eive nations had, during three hundred years, 
engaged m the contest for supremacy, and now, after one last terrific 
struggle Great Britain had emerged the undisputed nlistress of the seas. 
Her commerce grew during the war, and at ’its close she had 8000 
sail at sea aiS^ her navy alone employed 70,000 veteran mariners. 
It is strange that only in the moment of the victory did doubts ari-se 
concerning its outcome. Had the views prevailed in 1739 which now 
dictated a partial readmission of the Bourbon -powers to the spoils 
of the Atlantic, a torrent of blood might have been spared, and the 
old merciless system of colonial exploitation might have evolved 
peacefully to better things. Eor already the ’taen were living who 
were to discredit mercantilism, abolish the slave trade, and ra;se the 
standards of British conduct in the east. Pitt’s sure and fearless 
vision told him that the victorious Treaty of Paris was but the prelude 
to new dangers. He had led the country so far on the path of ascend- 
ancy that compunction atTfie-fiBal step was fatal. The Bourbons, 
in fact, began immediately to plot revenge. France reconstituted 
her navy whilst George III., the would-be patriot king, neglected his 
imperial duty to enter upon insane political adventures. In twenty 
years Bedford’s prophecy was fulfilled to the letter, and a great maritime 
coalition had laid the old empire in the dust. So, in appearance, was 
Pitt justified. But it is doubtful if even he could have followed his 
course to the end, and certain that no othijf man could. The judgment 
of history upon all ascendancies has been the same, whether of the 
priest, the merchant or the soldier. All have flourished imtil they 
have become intolerable, and all have perished at the hands of enemies 
they have despised. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE PROBLEM OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT, 1760-1784 

When Clive left Calcutta in 1760 the Company’s servants were lihe 
virtiual although not the legal rulers of Bengal and its dependent 
provinces. They wielded the efiective military power of the region, 
and the Nawab, of their own creation, was a puppet in their hands. 
Nevertheless the political institutions were still those of the native 
rfigime, and they were operated by native ofdcials acting in the name 
of the titular Nawab. There were thus two iurisdiotions in the coimtry 
overlapping and depending upon one another. The Nawab’s duty 
was to collect the revenue and to hand over a larce part of it to the 
English conquerors who had enthroned him. They on their side 
concerned themselves more with the results than the methods of his 
procedure. The arran^ment, as Clive had partly foreseen, was 
certain to be full of dmdulties. It was rendered intolerable by the 
fact that the Company was in the first place a trading concern whose 
proprietors at home looked first to financial profit, and hardly realized 
that they were responsible for the good government of millions of 
subjects ; by the exaggerated notion, everywhere current, of the 
wemth 'of Bengal, an error of long persistence ; and by the attitude 
of the Company’s servants on the spot, long accustomed to supplement 
their pay by private speculations, and recognizing that the new conquest 
presented a golden opportunity for the making of their own personal 
fortunes. Out of this jumble of misunderstanding and sordid motive 
British statesmanship had to? evolve some sound and honest system 
of government. It took a quarter of a century to do so, and deplorable 
transajCtions took place ere it had solved the problem. 

For the first five years the principal feature is the conduct of the 
Company’s servants in the province.^ On the whole it may justly be 
described as infamous, although some part of the responsibility rests 
with the proprietors at home who should have foreseen and controlled 
the TOong-doing. On Clive’s departure the governorship was tem- 
porarily filled by Hqjwell, who possessed httle natural integrity, and in 
whom the sufferings of -^e Black Hole had killed aU sympathy with 
the people of Bengm. Holwell gave place after a f€w months to Henry 
Vansittart of Mat^as, who never displayed the firmness necessaiy to 
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control his nnruly subordinates. Holwell and Vansittarb became 
dissatisfied with IVCr Jafar, who was now old and infirm. In 1761 the 
Calcutta council determined to depose him in favour of Ms son-in-law 
Mir Cassim. Their precedent was obviously the dethronement of 
Surajah^owlah by dive. That event had taken place under pressure 
of extreme peril from the French. They imitated 'it for their private 
advantage ajEjter^ the French flag had disappeared from India. Mir 
Cassim, an ambitious man, undertook to make large payments to the 
Engijsh cmmcillors,! and the revolution was bloodlessly effected in 
the presence of "the English military force. Mir Cassim soon showed 
that he had no mind to be a puppet-ruler. He would have worked 
in harmony with the English had he been able to preserve his own 
dignity by so doing, but he looked back regretfully to the days 
when the foreigners had been mere traders Imder the jurisdiction 
of the native prince. He saw that the possession of an army had 
rendered them,supreme, and he therefore took in hand the creation of 
an army of Ms oiivn. He removed Ms residence from Murshidabad 
to Monghyr, farther from Calcutta, and began to train a force on 
European methods. 

WMlst the senior officials were enriching themselves directly from 
the Bengal treasury their subordinates were exploiting the internal 
trade of the province. The English claim to trade free of tolls and dues 
along the roads and waterways of Bengal was of ancient standing. So 
long as the Nawab had been the effective ruler the privilege had been 
kept within bounds ; at times it had been totally disallowed. Now, 
under a weak and corrupt governor, th# ’Company’s servants pushed 
the advantage to its extreme limits in reckless disregard of the ruin 
they were bringing on the country. They had little need for personal 
enterprise. The easy method was to sell their passes to native financiers 
and to a croird of nondescript adventurers whom the spoil attracted 
from all quarters. These persona hoisted the British flag over their 
goods, forced the populace to buy dear and seU cheap, and even dressed 
their retainers in the uniforms of British sepoys.® The genuine native 
trader had to pay heavy tolls and was consequently forced out of 
business, and the finances fell into disorder. Mir Cassim complained 
bitterly of these abuses, and Warrers Hastings, then a subordinate 
officer, openly denounced the whole system. Vansittart felt some 
compunction. 1762 he and Hastiogs made an agreement with the 
Nawab for trade under the Company’s passes to pay a duty of 9 per 
cent., a much lower rate than that exacted from natives. The Council 
refused to ratify the arrangement, and in retaliation Mir Cassim 
abolished the dues on all alilce. From this point the Nawab and the 
council drifted into war. 

* CoL Malleaon in his Life of Glive, Oxford, 1893, pp. K2.3, anya that Mir Cassim 
bought* bis throno from the council} and this seems to be tlie pltun truth of the matter. 

* For details see ]?orreat’s CZtrfl, ii. pp. 224-9 s 'also Dodwellj J^uplBtx and Clivt, 
ohapa. iy. and y. 
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In June, 1763, Ellis, tlie agent of tlie factory at Patna, made an 
attempt to seize tlie city. He failed and was made prisoner with all 
his men. The Company’s forces then advanced against Mir Cassim’s 
new army, and defeated it after some hard fighting. Mir Cassim 
fled into Oudh, after massacring Ellis and the Patna captiv^is to the 
number of 150 persons. The council then brought out Mir Jafar from 
his retirement and reinstated, him as Nawab. . In Ou^ Mir Cassim 
obtained the support of the Nawab Vizir, Shuja-ucVSaula, and of 
Shah Alam, the titular Mogul emperor, then an exile from his own 
capital of Delhi. These allies invaded Bengal in 1764 and wore defeated 
with great slaughter by Sir Hector Munro at the Battle of Buxar. 
The Mogul and the Nawab of Oudh submitted to the English, and Mir 
Cassim dtbnately escaped out of their ken. Early in 1765 Mir Jafar 
died, and the Calcutta councillora made the occasion the source of 
another rich haul for themselves. They enthroned his natural son in 
preference to his legitimate grandson, and extorted l^irge presents in 
defiance of instructions recently received from home forbidding the 
practice. 

In the meantime the directors and proprietors in London were 
becoming aware that all was not well in Bengal. Their servants were 
transmitting huge private fortunes to England, but the Company’s 
trade was falling off. Eemedial action was delayed by dissensions 
in the Company. The proprietors, that is, the shareholders, believed 
in Clive and were anxious to see him again in control in Bengal. Among 
the directors there was a strong feenng against him.' They had not 
forgiven him for his suggestion to Pitt that the crown should take 
over their conquests, and they were offended at the high tone he had 
often taken in his correspondence with them. Of this party Lawrence 
Sulivan was the head. Ere long he and Clive were declared enemies, 
and when, in 1764, Clive consented to sail for Bengal he’ stipulated for 
Sulivan’s removal from controls 

dive had been unwilling to quit once more the life of ease to which 
his achievements and his iS-health entitied him. Only a sense of duty 
impelled him to take up a task which he foresaw would be difficult 
and thankless ; but he knew that he was probably the only man who 
could restore order and decency in the province he bad won. In May, 
1766, he reached Calcutta, with a commission as governor and com- 
mander-in-chief and a free hand to do as he thought fit. His first 
action was to suspend the council and substitute for it a select committee 
of his own choice. The councillors had no defence ; they had carried 
out their last job with flagrant haste in order to anticipate his expected 
■ arrival. Clive then made provision for future good conduct. He 
enforced the signing of covenants against taking presents from natives. 
He took up also tbe,.queation of private trade, and his handling of it 
showed that he was prepared to be just as well as stern to ms old 

^ ]?ot these matters see BeoWea Willson,' Ledger and Svmrdi 11. pp. 137-0, 149-60, 
166*6, 171-2, which prssents the case against CUve more JuUy than, do his hiographeis. 
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comrades in tlie service. He admitted that the Company’s salaries 
were inadequate and that a man who risked his health in their em- 
ployment had a right to a competence on retirement. He was also 
determined to stop privileged yotm^tejis from piling up fortunes in a 
few years^ and returning to enjoy ihem^'without having rendered any 
good service to their countrjr’s cause in the east. He therefore formed 
the internal ^^tcade in. salt into a regulated monopoly of which the 
Company receded a part of the profits and its senior servants the 
remainder, the juniors having to await their turn for admission to 
the benefits. At the same time he forbade individual trading. The 
directors ultimately disapproved of the scheme and cancelled it after 
it had been two years in operation. They distributed instead a bonus 
of 2J per cent, on the net revenues as a supplement to the sa,laries. 
These reforms put an end to the worst abuses ol the preceding period, 
although after Clive’s departure private trading and the talnng of 
presents continued to a modified extent. His unswerving justice 
raised against him a host of enemies who pursued him vindictively 
to the end of his life. 

The relations of Bengal to the exterior native powers also claimed 
his attention, and the fruits of the victory at Buxar remained to be 
gathered in, Shah Alara, the Mogul, would have had him march to 
Delhi, expel the Afghans,^ and extend the British protectorate over the 
whole of northern India. CUvo, in common with other British states- 
men, was not favourable to such an expansion of sovereignty. He 
decided instead to make Oudh a buffer state against the independent 
powers. The NaAvab of Oudh consented to the arrangement and 
agreed to pay for the Company’s troops to come to his assistance when 
necessary. He also ceded certain of his territories to Shah Alam, 
whose imperial pretensions were to be further supported by a subsidy 
from the revenues of Bengal. In return the Mogul granted to the 
Company legitimate possession of the Northern Circars and the diivani 
or right of administering the revenue of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. 
By this step the power of the purse was added to that of the sword, 
and the Company’s hold upon Bengal and its dependencies became 
complete. Henceforward the Nawab was a mere shadow in the back- 
ground of affairs. « 

Clive left India for the last time in January, 1767, after putting 
down with characteristic firmness a mutiny of the military officers who 
were enraged at a reduction of their pay. The rulers of the Company 
at home were still under a delusion with regard to the wealth of their 
possessions. They adopted a faulty system of investment, and entered 
into engagements with the British government which they were imable 
to maintain, Jkom 1765 onwards it is computed that they paid, 
directly and indirectly, some two miUions a*ye%T into the exchequer. 

In 1761 the Atglipp. king, Ahmed Shah, had routed the Marathas at the great battle 
of Panipat. In the sucoeediug years tlie Afghans gladually lodsoued their hold, and 
the Marathas retained to the oontrol of the Delhi region (LyaJl, op. cit, pp. 162-3], 
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By 1770 they were at the end of their tether and hud practically to 
confess insolvency. At the same time wealthy Anglo-Indians were 
streaming home and buying estates in the country .and seats in parlia- 
ment. The old suspicions against the Company broke forth and the 
old cry that it vjas mismanaging a national asset was revived. A 
parliamentary enquiry began in 1772, and Clive’s enemies seized the 
opportunity to drag into the light his dealings with ^ajah Dowlah 
in 1767, Hs deception of Omiohund, and his rich r^ard from Mir 
Jafar. Some of his accusers were men whose own villainy he W put 
down, and their action was dictated by personal spite oloaldng itself 
in the guise' of public service. To a superficial view ho had done 
successfully what he had punished them for doing. But they could 
plead neither his great necessity nor his great deserts. Nevertheless 
the stigma remained.' Parliament, judging him by new standards 
which it made retrospective, censured him not in plain words but by 
imphoation for his acquisitions, and praised him for his great services. 
His pride could not endure the very partial triumph of his ignoble 
accusers ; his physical ailments also became a torment, and he com- 
mitted suicide in 1774. 

"Whilst dissension and misfortune were paving the way for a reorgani- 
sation of the Company at home the affairs of Bengal improv^pd only 
in comparison wim the scandals of 1760-6. In the earlier period, to 
quote a recent investigator, " the troubles of Bengal had been due to 
trade abuses ; from 1766 to 1772 they were due to the inherent defects 
in the new government machinery.’’ Under the iiwani concession 
the English received and expended the revenue, but it was still collected 
by native officials to an accompaniment of idunder and oppression. 
Much of the taxation accrued from land held on complicate tenures 
with whose details British administrators were yet ^unacquainted. 
In 1769-70 a terrible famine broke out, and about one-third of the 
population perished. Nevertheless, the revenue remained as high 
after the calamity as before. In the former year the Company ap- 
pointed commissioners to effect a new reform, hut the ship which 
carried them foundered with aU hands, and a year was lost ore they 
could be replaced. The scramble for wealth recommenced, and the 
problem of good administraticn seemed as unsolved as ever. 

In 1772 Warren Hastings became governor. Acting on instructions 
from home, he carried out a change in the iiwani, removing the treasury 
from Muisludahad to Calcutta and appointing English coUectors under 
the pontrol of a Eevenue Board at th^g capital. Part of this arrange- 
ment was subsequently reversed. He established also two comts of 
appeal, civil and orimmal, the latter presided over by a native judge. 
The rdder politics of India once more claimed attention. The Marathas 
constituted a fighting pdwer which considered itself, with fait justice, 
the equal of the East mdia Company. In the south the Hindu kingdoin 
of Mysore had fallen to Hyder Ali, a Mohammeda^ adventurer, who 
m. E. M. Jones, Warren Hastinga in Bengal, 1772-4, Oxtojd, 1018, p. 63. 



PEOBLEM OF INDIAN GOVEENMENT, 1760-1784 413 

seemed lilcely to prove an imqiuet neighbom' to tbe Britisli in the 
Carnatic. The Madras government became entangled in 1767 with 
disputes in the interior from which it emerged with little credit. The 
MarathaSj recovering from their defeat at Panipat, once more became 
masters Of DeUu, and made incursionsj into EohiJJrand, the district 
lying on the north-west frontier of Oudh. Finally Shah Alara, the 
Mo^ emperor, unwisely returning to Delhi in 1771, beeame a semi- 
prisoner of the'^overs who were disturbing the whole of India. These 
events presaged another period of warfare at a time when the Company’s 
finances were at a low ebb. Hastings on taking control at Calcutta 
discontinued the subsidy due to Shah Alam under the treaty of 1766, 
since its payment now constituted a tribute to the Marathas. He also 
lent part of the Bengal army for the conquest of Eohilkand. The 
suggestion came from the Nawab of Oudh, who’took possession of the 
province, and made a substantial payment to the Company’s treasury. 
This transaction at a later date gave groimd for Hastings to be accused 
of tyraimy and ojipreasion. It should be noted that the dispossessed 
chiefs were themselves alien usurpers of a generation’s standing and 
that Hastings personally reaped no benefit from their overthrow.^ 

Meanwhile legislation at home was follovnng in the wake of the 
parliamentary enquiry into Indian affairs. It was evident that some 
attempt must be made to separate the Company’s functions of govern- 
ment and trade, and that the king’s ministers’ must have some voice 
in the former. Lord North therefore passed his Eegulating Act in 1773, 
the measure coming into force in India in the foUowmg year. It 
effected a unification of policy in the country by making the govern- 
ments of Madras and Bombay subordinate to that of Bengal, the head 
of the latter becoming governor-general. The governor-general, 
however, was, to enjoy a very limited power. He had attached to 
him a council of four members appointed by parliament. If they 
were equally divided he had the casting vote, but if three of them 
disagreed with him they were to override his -wishes and reduce his 
power to a nuUity. In addition the Company was boimd to submit 
all its correspondence on civil and military affairs to the king’s ministers, 
who could disallow its decisions. The Act further set up at Calcutta a 
, Supreme Comt of Judicature consistiiJg of a chief justice and three 
assistants. The court’s jurisdiction was undefined and might easily 
collide with that of the council. Warren Haistings was nominated 
first governor-general, with Eichard Barwell, Philip Francis, Sir 
John Clavering and Colonel Munson as his councillors, and Sir Elijah 
Impey as chief justice. The scheme was obviously iLl-considered_ in 
detail and full of perils, and any chance it might have hod of working 
satisfactorily was destroyed by the fact that all the councillors except 
Barwell were known opponents of HastiugS.- ^his may have been 

^ Col. Q. B. MaUesen in hia Life of Worreii Eaalinga, London, 1894, chap. si. biinga 
forward new evidence tending to reduce the case against Hastings to very smali 
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tlieir recommendation in tlie eyes of a generation wliioli kad a taste 
for cheolcB and balances in theoretical politics, 

TTa.a4ri-nga and BaiweH received the other three councillors from 
F-nglB-nrl at Calcutta in October, 1774, and hostilities between the two 
parties immediately commenced. For the next two years the governor- 
general was in the position of a man on his trial before a tribunal already 
convinced that he was griilty of fraud on a vast scale, anp^ seeking only 
to collate the evidence before proceeding to judgment.'^ The majority 
demanded to see his correspondence for the period 1772-4, interfered 
with his diplomacy with the native powers, reversed fiis decisions, and 
went far to destroy British prestige at a time when the clouds of a 
coniing storm were gathering against the empire in all parts of the 
world. They had no\ been six months in the country when Raja 
Nuncomar, a wealthy Brahmin who had an ancient grudge against 
Hastings, came forward with a document purporting to prove that the 
governor-general had received a bribe tcom a nativa heiress. The 
evidence was afterwards shown to be a forgery, but Francis and his 
collaborators received it with credulous delight. At this moment, 
however, Nuncomar was struck down from an independent quarter. 
A native against whom ha had a lawsuit accused him of auother forgery 
having no connection with politic. He was brought before the 
Supreme Court, and Impey, after an impartial trial, sentenced him to 
death. The council majority, seeing their tool discredited, turned 
their backs upon bim and disregarded even his petition for a respite. 
He was accordingly hanged without delay. The verdict was ]UBt, 
hut the sentence was reckoned too severe ; for although forgery was a 
capital offence by English law, it was more cheaply rated in native 
eyes. Nevertheless Nimcoinar, although he was condemned for a 
common felony, was at the same time gmlty of a conspiracy against the 
governor-general which really amounted to treason. Francis in later 
years made persistent attempts to prove Hastings guilty of instigating 
and influencing the prosecution of Nuncomar, but not a scrap of 
evidence was ever brought to light to show his connection with it. 
The affair remained a coinddence which men might interpret acoordiug 
to their own estimate of Hastings’ character. 

The govemor-goneral had ewSb-ped foom a dire peril, but the negation 
of all government continued until, Monson and Clavering, died in 1776 
and 1777 respectively At that juncture not even the cutting-off of 
Washington and Franklin could have been more opportune for the 
empire than the deaths of these twe^ mediocrities. Ddivered from 
them, Hastings just contrived, and no more, to preserve British power 
m India during the general calamities of 1778-83. Had they been 
BtiR at his elbow all would have been lost. In their places he received 
two more man^eabk assistants, one of whom was Sir Eyre Coote, 
the victor of Wandewash and Pondicherry. Frj^cis, now in the 

1 The detaolB of tiieae disputes'^ are maioly of biogiaphioal interest. See MalloBon’a 
and other Lives of SasUngs, i 
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minority, patched up the qaartd for a brief period, but ere long it 
broke fortn again. In 1780 Hastings formally charged him before the 
council with lying ,and dishonesty. A duel followed, and Francis went 
down with a bullet in his side. On his recovery he quitted India to 
carry omsthe war at home. 

Amid Buch preoccujpations Hastings faced a Cbmbination of the 
Marathas anjl Hyder Ah, the able soldier who had seized the province 
of Mysore. SSnce 1775 the Bombay Presidency had involved itself 
in a«contest with the Marathas of Poona. Bombay had backed a 
pretender to th’e Maratha throne on the understanding that when 
successful he should cede the port of Bassein and the island of Salsette. 
Hastings had not approved the adventure, but when it began to turn 
out badly he felt obliged to support Bombay, for Hie sake of his country- 
men’s prestige. His intervention in 1780 sa^ed the Bombay forces 
from disaster and secured an eventual compromise at the Treaty of 
Salbai in I782si by which the British obtained Salsette. The Maiiras 
ofBiciala had managed their affairs even worse than had those of Bombay. 
The Nawab of the Carnatic had raised loans on extortionate terms from 
English adventurers, who exploited his country to obtain satisfaction 
of their claims. While Hastings had been at a deadlock with his own 
council, the party of corruption at Madras had gone so far as to im- 
prison their governor. Lord Pigot, for attempting to curb them. They 
had also offended Hyder Ali by neglecting to carry out a treaty they 
had imprudently made with him. In 1778 came news of war wiim 
France. Hastings seized Chandemagore without difficulty. The 
Madras forces took Pondicherry after a seventy days’ siege, and moved 
next to the capture of Mah6 on the Malabar coast. Hyder Ali immedi- 
ately objected, sayiag that Mah4 was under has protection. French 
agents were already busy with him and with the Marathas, promising 
munitions and the advent of an expedition to drive the English from 
India. Mah6 was nevertheless taken, and in 1780 Hyder Ali declared 
war, invaded the Carnatic, and ravaged the country to the very walla 
of Madras, whose feeble government made no effective lesLstance. 

On receiving the news Hastings sent Sir Eyre Coote with men and 
money to the scene of his former triumphs. A squadron of French 
warships appeared on the coast, and found at the moment no English 
fleet to oppose them. The Carnatic wars of the previous generation 
had shown the advantage to be drawn from such a situation, but the 
French did nothing for their allies and retired to the Isle of France. 
Coote was now old and on the bxLuk of the grave, hut he defeated Hyder 
Ali at Porto Novo in 1781, aiid his son Tipu Sultan at Ami in 1782. 
Gradually and at enormous cost to Ha.stings’ crippled finances the 
Carnatic was cleared of iavaders. 

Meanwhile the Comte de Suffren, the alfiest^French admiral of ihe 
century, was approaching with twelve ships-of-the-line, and hehind 
hiTTi the Marquisrie Bussy with more ships and troops. Through no 
fault of their own Suffren and Bussy were each a little too late. News 
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of war with Holland preceded the former in time to allmy the English 
to occupy Negapatam and Trincomalee before his arrival, and Sir 
Edward Hughes with an inferior British fleet was ready to dispute his 
operations on the Coromandel Coast. In 1782-3 Hughes and Suffren 
fought no less than five desperate actions, in which neither pbtained 
a decisive victory ''over the other. Bussy appeared early in 1783, 
to find that Hyder Ali bad died two months previously ^nd that lys 
son had withdrawn from the Carnatic. The French general landed 
on the Madras coast, and was making some headway agains1i,the 
Fugliab when the Peace oi Yersailles put an end tcthe fighting in 
the middle of the year. By this treaty the French recovered their 
trading stations as they had done after the Seven Years’ War. Tipu 
Sultan made a separate peace with the English in 1784 on a basis of 
mutual restoration of conquests. 

TTftRt.iT'gft had saved the British hold on India and had prevented the 
exploitation of the country from falling to the revived njaritime power 
of France. He had done so at a time when he could receive no help 
in men and money from home, for the mother-country was struggling 
against the American colonists, the fleets and armies of France, Spi^ 
and Holland, and the political enmity of aU the rest of Europe. The 
war in India had taken place in the Bombay and Madras presidencies. 
It had touched only remotely Bengal and its depondent states. From 
these latter therefore Hastings had felt obliged to raise the money 
necessary to carry on the struggle. Two of the measiu’es he adopted 
had an important bearing on the general principles of British govern- 
ment. The Raja of Benares jsas the holder of lands upon which he 
paid a fixed revenue to the Bengal treasury. In 1778 Ha, stings 
demanded from him an additional war contribution. He ptfid it in 
that and the following year, and then resisted further demands. 
Hastings somewhat rasMy arrested him in the midst of his' people with 
the result that a general rising brought the govemor-generaTs own 
life into peril. Hastings controlled the situation by his courage and 
presence of mind, and finally deposed the Raja for contumacy. The 
other case concerned the tributary state of Oudh. The Nawab was in 
debt to the Company and at the end of his resources. But his mother 
and grandmother, tiie Begums qf Oudh, had possessed themselves of 
rich state lands and treasure to which they could show no legal title. 
Hastings, at the request of the Nawab, required them to disgorge, and 
sent a military force which compelled them to do so. The coercion 
of women, however legitimate, is a task from which no government 
can derive credit. Hastings was awar^ of the fact, and consciously 
sacrificed his reputation to hti duty. These transactions furnished the 
principal material for his impeachment in later years. 

The Regulating Act rf 1773 had now revealed its foUy and weakness. 
During its operation the governor-general, responsible for all things, 
had seen his council teverse^his orders, cancel his appointments, and 
reject his considered policy, not once ordy, but as a matter of routine. 
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No man could say definitely -wlietlier the crown or the Company was 
sovereign of the Indian provinces. Parliament appointed the governor- 
general, but he was the servant of the Company. The king’s ministers 
could veto the directors' orders, but they had apparently no responsi- 
bility f Olathe results of the pohcy mth which they could interfere. 
Hastings and Impey were personal friends ; yet a bitter dispute had 
raged betwee* them on the extent of their jifrisdictions as governor- 
general and chief justice. The theorists who drafted the Act had 
calculated that balanced powers would carry the course of administra- 
tion along a moderate middle line without excess in any direction. 
In actual working they had produced an anarchy tempered only by 
the patience and breadth of view of a chief magistrate whose qualities 
were not likely to be repeated in subsequent appointments to the 
office. Lord North’s Regulating Act was a disastrous failme. 

In 1783 North had fallen and had returned precariously to power 
in coalition with his former opponent Charles James Fox. The latter 
introduced a new India Bill to transfer Indian sovereignty to parlia- 
ment and the crown. Since the mea.sure never became law its details 
need not detain us here. The principal objection to it was made on 
the score of English and not Indian interests, for it was argued that by 
granting aU Indian patronage to the crown it would give the latter a 
dangerous means of corrupting members of parhament. Its failure 
to pass entailed the overthrow of the cabinet. 

The younger William Pitt succeeded as prime minister. In 1784 
he brought forward his India BUI and duly passed it into law. By 
this Act a Board of Control was to take charge of all civil, military and 
revenue affairs, the board consisting of a Secretary of State with a seat 
in the cabinet, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and four privy ooun- 
cUlors. The Jcing’s ministers were to appoint the governor-general, 
who was to be primarily their servant, receiving his orders from the 
Board transmitted through a secret committee of three directors of 
the Company. In India the governor-general was to be assisted but 
not controlled by a council of three members. The Company remained 
m control of its trading interests and of the mass of Indian patronage. 
The institution of the Secretary for India and his close relations with 
the governor-general substantially trarsferred the sovereign power to 
the home government. The arrangement proved workable, and under 
it Tu din. continued to be ruled for over seventy years. Warren Hastings 
was disappointed, for personal reasons, with Pitt’s attitude. StiU in 
the prime of life, he would have liked to show what he could do under 
a consriturion which gave him a reasonable chance to govern well. 
But he was made to realize that his day was over, and he quitted India 
in February, 1786, before the arrival of his successor. 


So 



CHAPTER VII 

AMERICAN POLITICS, 1689-17G3 ' 

r 

OxJB view of American liistory in iihe eiglitoentli century ia inevitably 
coloured by ita known outcome— the severance of the colonies from 
Biiti^ rule ; and for the purpose "of this book it is most useful to 
r^ard the matter frankly from that standpoint, and to conoentrato 
attention chiefly upon those issues which, prepared the way foi 
.independence. * 

iBefote turning to the working of political institutions it is important 
to know clearly the people with whom wo have to do. Prior to tha 
revolution of 1688-9 the only colony which contained a large non- 
British element in ita white population was New York. There the 
Dutch predominated, and there was also a considerahle proportion of 
Frenchmen. The other oolomes wore mainly peopled from the British 
Ides. New England was almost exclusively English. (^Pennsylvania 
contained a large W®lsh element, and Catholic Irish wefAhuiderous 
there and in Maryland, Irishiheh and Scotsmen were also to be foimd 
throughout the, southern colonjfis.^ After the revocation of the Edict 
Vof Nantes in 1686 . many Huguenots went from France to America, 
settling principally in NewYork, Virdnia, and. South Oaroliaa. Exact 
or even approximate fi^es are not obtainable, but it seems clear that 
until the second decade of the eighteenth century the sum of ah these 
emigrations was not sufficient to modify the predominantly British 
colouring of the American noTauktinnY After 1709. boweveT, a g reat 
German w». ™-bp.prij^Ti tn pnnr. n.erf«a tKiTAfcln.n'tip. To that Year ..n o 
1^ than 13,000 -Dersoris from the R hine countTy appeared in Eng land 
aeekang passage to the_colome^ A few reached no further than 
Ireland, but the government, wi?h a mercantile motive for expanding 
colonial population, favour^ the wishes of the remainder, ^ojafl 
Getmana and Swiss went to ‘NortTi . flmnling..^ TYiany jtn . the frpntier 
repona of New York, and a still greater number tn PeTinavlyania . 
where th ey were auH^ieMly nuTne.rn^jlf^ t p retain their own speech and 
onstonia . The German emigration to this colony long continued in 
large volume. Twenty yefirs after its commencemeht thousands were 
still arriving anunahy : in 1739 and 1743 two GArman newspapers 
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were founded ki Pennsylvania.^ Successive arrivals took service as 
” redemptioners ” or indentured servants Tvitli established colonists 
of their own nationality. Negroes were also sold into .^erica at a 
much greater rate than dumg the seventeenth century, i ^pon those 
colonies \) f British descent c hanged enviro nment and .rnmate wat b 
hegimmg to“'wofk~a"8ub’IIe £dler^oH‘‘(^^[^tlgSEjnd.,ia.w©akeiLAheL 
^ ea orms SS^tive alleg iance. (In,*'aH5Sion7 the duration, hardship 
and" tekpenserdf^the Atlantic parage, coupled with the absence of all 
but the most priufiitive postal arrangements, formed a barrier to sunder 
those family ties which nowadays preserve the affection of the wandering 
Englishman for the land of his birth. The result was that insensibly the 
JAmericans became a distinct race^ “ La 1660 the people of England 
-and of the English colonies . . . formed parts of- one nation ; in 1760, 

I this was no longer true. ... In all that constitutes nationality, two 
nations now owed allegiance to the British crown.” ® 

Constitutional maoMnery was of one general type throughout the 
I colonies : each had a governor representing the crown ; a council 
I which advised the governor, assisted in legislation, and acted also as a' 

; supreme court of law ; and a lower chamber or assembly composed of 
I elected representatives. The methods of appointment to these offices 
‘ were various. Connecticut and Rhode Island, having recovered their'- 
old seventeenth-century charters, appointed their own governors and 
councils. In Pennsylvania, Maryland and the Carolmas the pro- 
prietors selected the govenaors subject to the royal veto. The Penn 
and Baltimore families had each lost their rights in 1689. The former 
recovered theirs two years afterweuds, and the latter in 1716. There- 
after projirietary government continued, in name at least, in their 
respective colonies until British rule came to an end, ^ the Carolinas, 
on the other hand, the pxoprietois surrendered their rights to the 
jpo^, for the southern province in 1719, and for the northern in 1728, 
In the remaining colomes the governors were of royal appointment 
thrqughout the period under revietv: ~Li the choice of the councillors 
als,o there was no strict uniformity. Massachiisetts, Coimcctictit and > 
Rhod.e rslahd had locally elected councUs. In the other colonies the 
crown or the proprietors had the principal share in the selection. The 
assemblies were aU popularly eleotedi^al&ough the franchise qualifica- 
tibh varied. Generally it may be said that most freeholders possessed 
the vote. To maintain toucn with the home government each colony 
sent one or more agents to reside in London, their duties being very 
similar to those of the consids of fureign powers. In the negotiations and 
disputes which preceded the War of Independence some of these agents, 
notably Benjamin Eiauklin of Pennsylvania, played a prominent part. ^ 
Colonial administration at home was in the, hands primarily _of the 
secretary of state foj the southern department.'*' He was supposed 

^ E. B. Greene, ProvUlcial America, 160O-174D, New,Yoik, 1903, p. 232. 

* Channing, Historj; of United Siatea, ii. pp. 608-9. The eubjeot is felly treeted 
in ehap. ziv, of tihe eame Tohime s *' The Coming of ishe Eoreigners,” 
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to act upon tlie expert advice of the Board of Trade, • That hody, aa 
-we have seen, was active and eihoiant until about 1724. Thenceforward 
it declined in quality and prestige until by 174-8 it had become com- 
pletely insignificant. In that year the Earl of Halifax became its 
president and set 'himself to revive its influence. HalifajiJ by the 
force of his personality, restored to the Board the deliberative funotionfl 
which the Diike of Newcastle, as colonial secretary, ihad UBurped, 
In 1757 the president was, in virtue of his office, admitted to "a seat in 
the cabinet. Before this he had succeeded in acquiring for the Board 
the power of lecommending to the higher ralonial appointments and the 
general exercise of colonim patronage, ^he Board of Trade, during 
the periods in which it was in active woHring order, tried to follow a 
consistent polioy of subordinating colonial governments to that of the 
mother-country. It strove honestly, in so far as it had the power, 
to treat imperial problems in a broad and generoirs spirit. “The 
Board did not advocate a selfishly narrow trade policy, but believed 
that the colonies and the home oormtry should form one oommerdal 
unit, as neMly independent of aU others as possible.” y Prior to 1689 
'the English parliament had shown little desire to meddle in colonial 
administration. After that date parliamentary interference increased, 
and the Commons frequently took the initiawo in such matters as 
amendments to the laws of trade and the devising of shabldes upon 
Ameiican. manufactures. This influence was not generally for good. 


and the supremacy of the House of Commons, regarded at home as a 
guarantee of liberty, came tq be looked upon in America as the source 
of Irritating restrictions. 

Q^plonial administration on either side of the Atlantic had^rown,Td 
piecemeal and uncoordinated. No single element — assembly;, governor 
Board of Trade, or seopetary of state — could claim to be in the last 
resort a supreme authority with final power to resolve a disputeci 
question. Such questions therefore dragged on for years until sheef 
weariness rather than established principles laid them to rest. A 'i 
the opposite extremes were commonly to be found the home authoiiti« ij 
and the colonial assembly. The governor usually occupied a midd i 
position, his duty urging him to support the former and his immediaj ij 
mtejjests the latter. “ Every jropri e taTy Coverpor .” remarked ■ | 
jeontemporary observer, “ has two mastersj onq who.,.gi;Ke8jbi“i 1 1 
Qommiasi on, and one, who gncea^MtrWTay.'” therefore de | 

praded upon his persontd character j " and" although the governors m 
the righteenth century were not as si rifle such needy and unprinciple® 
place-hunters as some have depiotfed them, they were equally seldonl 
meh of outstanding power and > determination. On the wholes they 
lefleet pretty faithnjUy'bhe queries of the politicians who appointed 

V * 0. M. Diokewon, Amerieam GoverrmeiO, lege-lveS, p. 312. The book 

coi^^ts^HnotpaiUy of a of funobionB uiflueiK^ of the 


* Qi-eene, pp. c»fc p. 198, , 
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them — ^limited ia outlook, honest in intention, anxious to avoid disputes | 
with theii difficult subjects, disinclined to push theoretical rights to 
their logical conclusion in action. Each looked only to a short term 
of office, and of each the besetting temptation was to tide over difficulties J 
in a malJeshift fashion leaving his successor to face the consequence.' 
It is not of such stuff that tyrants are made.^. 

Three subjects of dispute were of continual recurrence — the salaries <• 
of the gQVCTnoi and roval officials, the right of colonics to isflue..Pfitr'^t^‘ 
fapngy , and the, right of the crown to veto colonial legislation *Iv 
was a settled principle ot the home'ad^mstratioh tliat race a colony 
was fairly established it should defray the salaries of tiie officials, 
appointed to govern it. In the West Indies this principle had been// 
enforced, not without loud complaint on the' part of the planters. 
In the American colonies a long struggle on the point ended with the 
defeat of the central government. The salary dispute raged most 
(fiercely in Mashachusetts. It began under Sir Wilfiam Phipps, the' 

! first governor appointed under the new charter of 1691. He and his 
, successors were instructed from home to demand a fixed and permanent 
stipend of at least £1000 a year. The colonial leaders steadily refused 
compliance. They were careful to, lift the struggle to the plane of 
principle by makmg voluntary and temporary grants often exceeding 
the amount demanded. But on the principle they were adamant, 
and however generously ^ey provided for their governor they would 
do so only for a year at a time, reserving the right to out ofi supplies 
should they see fit. (jn the power of the j^urse lay the real .freedQ,%.pf 
p. elective , assembly lackmg that it might sink to the status of a 
debating ^society^./ The Commons of England had fought the battle 
and won it in the seventeenth century, and they were now disinclined i 
to share the victory with the American colonists. But the latter won 
it also by their steady persistence. C^uocessive governors, receiving 
no money from home, accepted temporary grants in default of a 
permanent salary, and under Jonathan Belcher, who took office in 
1729, the central government at length gave way and assented to the. 
colonial view. In New York and other colonies the same principle 
prevailed, although the salary questiqp, was interwoven with other, 
issues and not clearly isolated as in Massachusetts. Political opinion 
in England never truly faced the deeper implication of the dispute— 
that colonial freedom was incompatihle with subordination to the will 
of the mother-country. Erom the standpoint of the present day we 
who take pride in the firmness of Elyot and Hampden cannot logically 
condemn the colonial leaders who strove for similar objects. _ 

On the questiottjpf -pap^^currency the, British government occupied 
a sounder position. Owing to the balance of trade heiug continually 
adverse to the colorjjes they suffered always rcom a defioi^cy of the 
precious metals. Jn consequence they were tempted to issue paper 

^ A noticeable feature in serious Amorioan writings of recent ^eaxs is the decay of 
tbe legend of systematio tyranny, at least as regards the period prior to 1703. 



4-22 A SHORT HISTORY OR BRITISH EXPANSION 

money at times when extraordinaiy expenditure was necessary. 
Some colonies, notaMy Rhode Island, did this to excess, and tliAiT 
currency heoame heavily depreciated. This in ite ton had nnfavour- 
ahle effects upon commerce, and led the mercantile interest at home to 
’complain. The home authorities passed Acts of Parliaifient and 
issued instructions to the govemora to curb what was undoabteeffy an 
abuse. But here again the colonial 'assemhlieg had usually the last 
word and the views of British statesmen were only pa-fcially enforced. 

- The vetoing of colonial legislation was a source ^of perpetual ill- 
feeling. Throughout the period the crown sought to exercise overseas 
'the right which it had allowed to fall into abeyance in England. (Some- 
times ..governors received instructions in advance to disallow certain 
classes of legislation. More usually the veto was imposed at home when 
the acts of the colonial assemblies came up for review. ,Jhe legislation 
which was vetoed was in moat cases of a type which sought, direotlyil' 
or indirectly, to subvert the operation of the imperiar laws of trade ;| 
and agaia iiie ppTimpIft at. afali-a was that of colonial libert y as opposed! 
to mercantile subordination . The colonists did not deny the crown'ffl 
right to veto. They found means of circumventing it by passing! 
temporary Acts and renewing them as often as they f& to the ground, 
relymg upon the fact that an interval of two or three years commonly 
elapsed before the decision of the home government was promulgated.^ 
The outcome of all these trials of strength emphasized the unsatis- 
factory nature of representative government unaccompanied by full 
responsihility of the executive oflieers to the assembly.® It illustrated 
also the chronic weakness, rather than the tyranny, of the British 
administration, which was continually assorting powers thgoreticaJly 
; iustifiable but incapable of enforcement. 

I The project of federating the colonial governments had first appeared 
.when the New Englanders banded themsdves together for common 
‘ drfence in the time of Charles I, James Hrhad'pursue’dlt'ffdm a’very 
differrat poinToI^ew when he consolidated the northern and middla 
colonies under Sir Edmund Andros. The hi gh-handed proce e dings o il 
Andros a nd his master r endered the American s averse ftom. auyj fiitoal 
plans of fedemtion imposed from wiffiout, fedT^^^^^'^aStLxeG^ous 
^(raifferSoene^een the vatTo^'refflons rojm"p re'^ted -thft •nae of anv ( 
^motion to union' from within^ 



from 1689 .onwards rendered ce-ordinatiffi 
iort dBsiTrfbIe?*^cadltflhns^were discussei^'"''""’ '”*”' 


.t at le 
le ruTaJ 


^ ^ time -.wh ichi 

Lves abortive, ke^UivelEe idea of uni^ which’' bore 




in the BJnHdSp^rC j6! hg ij^.Q^ 

,ent or its representatives ; 
were almost the only nsNen in America who 
miiig iL pp.. 240.4. 

;ei:toii, British Gohnial Policy, p, 133. 
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showed any interest in the matter.^ In the time of William III. 
Penn sngg^ted a colonial congress, and the Board of Trade, on the 
representation of the colonial governors, proposed to appoint a captain- 
general of the combined military forces of the northern colonies. The 
chartered colonies, however, declined to agree to what they considered 
an infringement ’ of their hbefiies. Again 'in 1721 the Board in a 
report t’6 'thS crown recommended the creation of a governor-general 
of' America, with trading concessions- as a bait to secure the colonists’ 
-Compliance. Bijt Walpole|s mgn^of_gMiete.«on «wwe_was setting in 
and nothing came of the ;^oposal. A like fate befeU and^er memor- 
andum from the Board five years later, suggesting a consolidation on 
autocratic lines accompanied by a stamp tax to pay the expenses o:f ». 
the new government. The most p rom ising -attempt at fed.er at ion 
'came in 1764 when the JkencETmenace" was '^ain becoming acute. - 
In that ’ year 'representatives frdna' aWMt two’ orthe ’colonies' rhet at ' 
Albany to treat with the ohiefsTIof the' Ttye "Nafions.* " Benjamin >, 
Frttnldiii'^bpdaed. to’^the rheetir^'a‘^plan'ofunion whereby a president- • 
genefalwas to be appointed by the crown and a grand council of forty- 
eight was to be elected b;^Jhe colonies. This ho(^ was 'te-tafce charge 
of Indian ‘affiEms and miUtary defench, with power'to’iaise money for 
I those purposes. The representatives approved of the scheme, but the 
! colonial assemblies, jealous of their own authority, all refused to 
ixatify it.® 

The colonists indeed, except during the short period of Pitt’s ministry, , 
were extremely backword.in .defending their own territpjy against, 
the Erenoh. To this Massachusetts and 'Connecticut were honourable 
exceptions. The others, as ”a' rule, expeoted 'the imperial government 
to t^e ail necessary measures by land as well as by sea. In time of 
peace tiny detachments of the British army were stationed in New- 
foundland, Nova Scotia, New York and South Carolina. On the 
outbreak of war the government began by requesting the colonies to 
call out their militias in' addition. New.^York,jalJih(mglujfi^^ 
wealthy and exposed to attack, usually haggled and procrastinated 
until the time for action had passed. The Quaker colonies had religious 
motives for standing aloof, although aRer the outbreak of the Seven ; 
Years’ "War the Quaker politicians of' Pennsylvania withdrew from 
’ public aflairs in order to aUow their fellows a free hand in carrying out 
, measures they could not themselves approve. Virphia found a few| 
men for the operations against Port Duquesne, but was parsimonious; 
i in paying and supplying them->^ The more southerly colonies, with! 
tbeir preponderance of slave labour, were never .in a position to turn; 
out large forces. In general the colonies were dow to move, and when' 
they did so, were often unwilling to trust their men out of their own 

S risdietion. Under Pitt’s sympathetic leadersmp they did better, 
e gave colonial officers an equal status with regulars of the same 
^ Doyle, Gdlotiies tmtler the House of Hanover, p. 63. 

* Bear, Policy, 1764-86, pp. 20-22. 
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mnV, and ke explained fully Ms policy and Ms needs.. In 1760, the 
yeai of the ^al assault upon Canada, the colonies contributed 1^000 
men, of whom Massachusetts provided 5,000, Connecticut 4,000, Virginia 
1000, and Maryland and the Carohnas nil.^ After the fMl of Canada 
the colonists’ enthusiasm died away. They failed to prcwide the 
expected numbers for thp West Indian campaign of 1762, and although 
they shared in the capture of Havana, the movement agaiflst Louisiana 
had to be given up. One authority holds that the cGlonial attitude 
was largely responsible for the retrocessions of territory at the Iheaty 
of Paris. It was plain that the Americans would take little share in 
garrisoning the new acquisitions, and the magnitude of the national 
debt rendered it imperative to out down military outlay at home.* 

In another matter connected with the war the outlook of the colonists 
was curiously narrow. Although they desired the conquest of Canada, 
and knew that the chief disability of the French was lack of victuals, 
they persistently sold food-stufEs to the enemy during the struggle. 
With the French West Indies this unpatriotic commerce went on with 
scarcely any disguise. Numbers of vessels from the middle and 
northern colonies went down to Martinique under pretext of exchanging 
prisoners, and passes for the purpose wore openly sold in Boston, 
Responsible statesmen indeed made a move to stop the traffic, and M 
1766-6 the legislatures of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, New 
York and Maryland all passed laws to that end. Neverthdess it 
continued. Louisbourg and Quebec were largely victualled from New 
England, and when the navy interfered to stop the West Indian business 
a depot was formed on the neutral Spanish coast of St. Domingo where 
a great interchange of produce went on. Finally General^ Amherst 
intervened by ordering an embargo in the American ports, and the 
customs officers began for the first time to enforce the lijolasses Act of 

> The ^^ fiqKfmaf'^^m^'as we have seen, was based upon the i deal 
joi seERv&ciracy, m a seH-oontained. empire in wMbE the mother- ' 
country produced all the manufactured goods required, and the colonies 
' all the raw material and the tropical luxuries which were fast'becdmiirg 
necessities _ of civilized life. At home this ideal was fanatically and 
ateiost imiversally hdd'T it was the common factor of all shades of 
mercantile opinion. The coloniste, on the other hand, regarded it 
coldly. Whilst quite content to benefit by those sections of the 
Na-idgation Acts which protected thdr sMpping against foreign com- 
petition, they grumbled always agaiijst the restriction of market' for 
enumerated wares and the proMbition against the import of manu- 
- faotuies direct from the contiaent of Eiirope, They commonly 
. ^ Beer, op, eit, p. 66. ^ H. HoU, in American Eialorieal Beview, v. p. 072. 

•Dstailsi in Beer and Hall, worka cited, pp. 72-127 and 666-7 respectively. The 
Iftittei bolds thftt it was an. intolerable grievance for the cotZ^sts to be stopped from 
supplying warlike stores to the aoinmon enemy : the eacrificB seemed too great even 
simple loyalty.” Of these two authors the Amerioan is more generous to 
British pob<^ than the Englishman. 
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ignored tlie advantage they derived from sacrifices in the imperial 
interest imposed upon the home population. Of these sacrifices the 
ruthless supure aslen of-the y^est of En gland tobacco cul ture was ordy 
dne^ English shiphnilflara-as'lfed for protection against their New 
EnglandMompetitors, Tint never obtained it. The English consumer 
paid monopoly prices fo r empire-grown aiyar ; his tea and his sillcs 
and other atUcles of non- British inanuJactuie cost him more than the 
colonist paid iSr the same goods, owing to the system of remissions of 
dutympon re-exported merchan^e ; and as a taxpayer he found the 
money for the bounties upon naval stores and other productions which 
the imperial administration sought artificially to foster in America. 
The whole polLoy involved sacrifices upon both sides for corresponding 
benefits. It has already been considered at length, but it has been 
necessary to summarize it again in this chapter because it was un- 
doubtedly the chief factor in producing that colonial discontent which 
a few tactless Measures liindled rapidly into the flame of insurrection. 
Rightly or wrongly the suspicion prevailed in America that the mother- 
country was getting the better of the bargain ; and such an impression 
was inevitable so long as the whole imperial administration was centred 
at Westminster in the hands of British statesmen with the merchants 
and manufacturers of London close by to whisper in their ears. On 
the issue of imperial self-sufficiency the practical question is not only 
whether such a policy can be fairly conducted, but further, whether 
it can he made to appear fair and just to all who live under its operation ; 
in the eighteenth century it certainly could not. 

The study of British history primarily from the standpoint of our 
internal politics has led to the general suppression of a truth which was 
always patent in America. The question of colonial independence 
leapt suddenly into prominence at home" in the early years of George 
the Third. Opposition speakers were prone to emphasize the iniquities 
of the government hy contrasting the then unsatisfactory state of 
affairs with a condition of ideal contentment and unquestioning loyalty 
which they alleged to have prevailed until the advent of George 
Grenville and Lord North. Burke’s phrase about the bonds, “ light 
as air yet strong as icon,” which had bpund the colonies to the mother- 
country, has passed into a commonplace of our school hooks. But in 
actual fact the hankering after iudependence had coexisted with the 
whole development of the American provinces. The Puritan emigrants 
of Charles I.’s day had regarded their movement as a definite hreaking- 
away from the English state.. They had contented themselves with the 
substance of iudependence whilst yielding the shadow of allegiance 
for two material reasons, fear of the Erench and the p rofits of 
iqter-imppi-rifil cqp rmercft. Tbe growth of -the^ Erench peril and the 
revolutionary settlement under William IH. Uad strengthened the 
imperial tie; jeA always we find obse^ers who realized that it 
depended largely upon expediency. In Oliver Cromwell’s time James 
Harrington wrote in his Oceano : “ the Colonys in the Indies, thhy 
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are yet Bates that cannot live without sucking the breasts of thrai 
Mother Citya, but such as I mistake if when they com#of ^e they do 
not wean themselves.” Harrington spoke of colonies in general. 
More particular is the statement of Lord Cornbuiy, governor of New 
• York in the reign of Anne : “ If once they can see they caa cloath 
'5; themselves . . . without jjhe help of England, they who are already 
Ij not very fond of submitting to Government would soon thilSk of putting 
ijin Execution designs they have long harbourd in theif breaste.” In 
I 1711 fears were expressed that the projected conqtiest of Qiaebec 
' would dissolve the bond of colonial loyalty.^ In 1748 again, the 
Swedish traveller Peter Kahn asserted that it was comnaon talk in 
America that within thirty or fifty years the colonies would be an 
independent state. And at the close of the Seven Years’ War it 
was certainly common talk in France, to which British statesmen 
paid some attention, that we were doing a foolish thing in driving 
the French from Canada, since the inevitable revolt would be 
a revolt of the Americans, relieved of their principal motive for 
submission. 

Such evidence proves that the idea of independence existed long 
befbre'the quarrel became acute. It does not prove that it was widely;' 
or seriously entertained, and there is on the other side a considerable 
body of testimony to the goodwill of the colonists. The attitude of 
, the majority seems to have been that they were determined to maintain 
i the measure of independence they aheady enjoyed, and to encroach 
whenever possible upon the .powers which the British government still 
1 exercised. So long as they Were permitted to do this, and to infringe 
the more objectionable portions of the laws of trade, they were quite 
willing to continue under the vague suzerainty of the Britisii crown. 
What they hated in England was the control of her politicians and the 
mercenary measures of her parliament. Fox the sovereign, even for 
G eor ge III, personally, they professed a loyalty which is somewhat 
surprising.® This then was the actual position in 1763 : t hirteen 
separate states existed on the American seaboard, each with ri^Ets of 
selt-govemment in internal affairs limited in theory but scarcely in 
practice by the wishes of the home administration, and aH moulding 
their external business more of less upon the code of laws composing 
the colonial system. Between these semi-independent states were 
diversities o f racial origin , religion, so dal ide als apd material interest, 
g reat thg it t hey. h ad never yet.se^e^apalbleriS^oSg together for a 
common ,opj,ect ; and oLtheir uniting jorake themsdves by, force of 
arM^a nation thme appeared still lero ^elihood, for '^eir mutual 
animosities' were in some cases more bitter -than thein .^evances 
against the 'n!iothbr»eo®iifc^r" Nevertheless affairs W6ra,in an'unstable 
'conffitibh ; ^ develonmSnt . on either s ide “of the ^ean^was ifbllowing 
^vergent lines ; in numbers the Americans were lisi, longer 'hopelessly 
inferior ; aTIdTiRthey'dM'TlIbt yet constitute a. nationality of their own 

^ Egerton; oif pp. 143-4, “ Bgerton, pp. 181-2. 



AMEEICAN POLITICS, 1689-1763 427 

It was equally, evident that they had ceased to be Englishmen of the 
(type which now inhabited the land of their birth. 

Pitt, with his • practical experience of colonial government, was 
consdoua that things could not long remain as they were. There are 
indioati®ia that he had some ^eat scheme of inyierial development 
in his mind, although, since he had no opportunity of putting it to the 
test, we do liot know the precise form it would nave taken. Among 
his papers twcT^plans have been found which were apparently submitted 
to him by others, although they may well have been consonant with 
his own ideas. One, dated 1770, suggests an i mper ial Parliament to 
comprise, in addition to the representatives of Great Britain, ten peers 
and fifty members of the commons for America and the West Indies as 
well as ten peers and thirty commoners for Irelapd. The other eontains 
a detailed aUooation of the fifty representatives among the several 
colonies, each having from one to four members according to size of 
population. An appended note remarks ; “ It’s not unlikdy that the 
Americans may wish for some restrictions on their maritime and internal 
trade to be taken ofE in case of an union, and that may be considered 
afterwards. The Act of Navigation [i.e. that of 1660] at all events 
should be preserved inviolate.” ^ An investigator of this phase of 
Pitt’s poUcy ® in summing up says : " That he would have triumphed 
over afl difficulties with me colonies we may well believe, though this 
might have involved a scheme of imperial federation, a scheme which 
might have altered the whole course of our history, which might in 
fact have detached England from continental politics, which might 
have led to the consoHdation of an unlTroken sphere of Anglo-Saxon 
influence in the North Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.” All this, however, 
was destmed to remain in the realms of hypothesis whilst the actual 
conduct of affairs fell into the hands of men devoid of sympathy with 
the Great Commoner and his works. 

1 B. Williams, “ Chatham and the Eepresentation o£ the Colonies in the Imperial 
Parliament,” English Historical Heview, xxii. pp. 756-8. 

‘ H. Hall, op. cil. p. 072. 



CHAPTEB VIII 

THE AMEEICAN REVOLT, 1763-1778 

At the close of the Seven Years’ War it seemed faiat the nation needed 
the guiding hand of a statesman of the business-like, nnromantic type, 
who would eschew further adventure and devote Mmeelf to restoimg 
the imperial organization and finances. Such a statesman, with such a 
policy, the empire did in fact obtain in 1763 ; and the result of his 
efiorts, to the surprise of himseU and his supporters, was to start the 
ancient and wealthy American colonies along the road which led first 
to secession from the mercantile connection and then to repudiation 
of allegiance to the British crown. 

QeorM Grenville, younger brother of Earl Temple, and brother-in- 
law of mhiam Pitt, was a subordinate member of the Bute administra- 
tion which concluded the Peace of Paris. Public resentment at the 
terms of the peace forced Bute to resign shortly after its ratification, 
and Gxenvilla then took office as the leading spirit in a ministty dis- 
tasteful to the king and destined to enjoy but a short career. ’ QtggjiudUgig 
t ask was to restore the Ti ational fipa ncoa and to provide for the milittuy 
d^nce of the empire agSnst that Bourbon revival whiolf*81^''then 
ap;^red certain sooner or later to take efiect. f He proposed to 
accomplish it by distributing a stro np garri son throughout the colonies 
and p aying f or it by col gnial t ar^tio^^ stifiening the imuOTg^Jja 
Ithrougn'-Kffi'inedium of pa^ affl Mfa ; ^ enactments, by o verhaTum gaDa 
readjusting the l aws or ^ a^erBy’ ^mumshinpr i^nlonip.'j.jiealings with 
the Prenoh West InSiesii'and fcy suhsttCu^g an unbending strictness 
for the 'eai^oih^'laziiy hitherto characteristic of the royal officials 
'in America, j His watchword^, in, short, was efifidencyj/ he was de- 
lietmined to* put' the colonial theory into practice to the utterpaost 
^letter ; and never had the advent of a jjlce character to power appeared 
more timely than after the viotoiions extravagance with wHdi Pitt 
had made England the mistress of the seas. ) 

(Grenville began by looking into the state of the Ame ri can onat oms 
"■service. He found thafi many “Sfficials 'Ky¥d qnietlym England, 
peSHS^ning theii dnties“by deputy. Bn ordered ©jj^m at once to their 
posts, and at 'the same instruoted governors aind ‘naval officers 
to be active in enforcing the laws of trade. In the following year, 
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1764, he amended those laws in several particulars. The eniHgerated 
list^was now made to include coffee, pimento, coooanuts, hides, whale- 
fins, raw silk, potashes, colonial iron and lumber, in addition to the 
staples formerly embraced by it.^ Many Emopean manufactures 
had hitlfbrto been cheaper in America than in England by reason of the 
remissions of duty on re-exportation, tpren'^e, abolished the greater 
part of this arrangement, and so indirectly increased the colonial share 
of taxation.® ^T)he M olasses Act of 17 33, with its prohibitive duties on 
Erennh produce,, had KeehTigndred lintil the late war and then enforced 
avowedly with the intention of stopping intercourse with the enemy, 
islands. It was now remodelled as the Sugar Act, the duties being 
lowered rmtil they were no longer proffiBffiiVSflbut became instead a 
source of revenue if strictly collected. 

These reforms, coupled with the most watchful administration of 
the law, barely suf&ced to make the colonial customs pay for the cost 
of collection, hn amplitude they had never before attained. But 
the policing and defence of the empire were reckoned to need a force of 
10,0 00 regular troops, of whom three-fourths would be stationed in 
~Amerioa and the remainder in the West Indies. With the object of 
defraying somewhat less than half the cost of the American establish 7 
ment Grenville passed the Stamp Act of 1 765. , The measure extended- 
to the colonies, on a rniSgaM scale, duties which had long been 
levied in England. The minister no doubt considered that he had 
paid full deference to colonial feelings by warning the governors in 
advanc e that he meant to impose a tax and asking them to suggest an 
alteriiative if their subjects found the sthnip duty distasteful. It was 
to aIlow,time for discussion that the Stamp Act had not been included 
with the measures of 1764. When it came before parliament in the 
following year it excited little notice and passed by a large majority. 
Immediately afterwards George III. disnoissed the Grenville ministry 
for reasons unconnected with their colonial policy, of which there is no 
ground to suppose he had disapproved. 

-In England Grenville’s tightening-up of the colonial system had gone 
smoothly enough. In America 16 was the signal^ for an outhurat of 
violent agitation which astonished many of the cblduists ‘themselves, 
and showed the depth of the fissiue winch had silently opened between 
the two chief constituents of the empire. It must be remembered that 
the Walpole and Newcastle rfigime had been one of lax enforcement of 
commercial restrictions.' During the war Pitt had insisted upon 
coUeoting the molasses duties -for an object which was more, mijitaiy, 
than economic,' and on. the rcRtoratimi. of peace the Apieiioana lookad 
to a reau ^mptinn-nf the French Indies teade which jaraa SO. ^esSfintial JiO 
^ their urosperity . They now found that thi^ was tc^teke place under 
t heavy- restrictions which were to be not p p lj ? theC tetiis m but real. 
There undoubtedly lay the bitterness of the pill. 
nmvely remarked a few years later, “ it is thfi new iavention of collecting 
1 Beer, (7oZoma2 Policy, 1734-65, p. 221. ? CliaJiamg, liL 
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taxes wMoh makes tkem burdensome.” ^ In tbeii own view also 
£Il^ needed financial relief rather than additional burdens. Some 
of tile colonies had incurred war debts of their own, and were imposing 
local taxation to pay them off. Yet, although they grumbled at the 
legislation of 1764, jt is probable that they would Mve submitted ; 
for the laws of trade were a recognized institution against which 
practical men thought it useless to repine, kThe^ Stamp Act, however, 
was a very difierent matter. It was an internal tax for tCe sole purpose 
[of raising a revenue, with none of those commercial^ compensations 
•which were supposed to flow from the manipulation of tari& ; and it 
'was “ granted ” to the crown by a House of Commons which contained 
not a single member for the areas it affected/^ Trivial therefore as the 
stamp duties were, they had an enormous result. They gave every 
jcolony an identical grievance, thus facilitating combined resistance ; 
?and tiiey provided a simple war-cry, “ No taxatioiif without representa- 
Jtion,” with an appeal to the meanest and laziest iiftelligence. It 
is worth noting that this particular outcome was unlooked-for, even 
by thosel who were hostile to imperial control. Some of the oolonial 
leaders had themselves at the outset accepted posts as stamp-distri- 
butors under the Act. 

- The inhabitants of Massachusetts and Virginia took the lead in 
disaffection. The former were already ruffled by the Sugar Act and the 
stricter administration of 1764. At the end of that year the Boston 
merchants had formed a non-importation society, pledged to dispense 
with English manufactures .until the grievance should be redressed. 
The Stamp Act intensified the movement. James Otis and John 
■and Samuel Adams wrote vigorous protests and sought to bring the 
other colonies into line. By December, 1766, 260 Boston mMchants 
had joined the combination,' and those of New York and .Philadelphia 
were following suit.* The Virginia resistance proceeded largely riom 
the fiery personality of one man, Patrick Henry, a lawyer of pronounced 
political opinions. Henry took the position that bEe.ejnen.have certain 
fundjamental. rights, de&iable apparently ^ i£e pleasure of their 
oT^ers, and that no authority, constitutional or otherwise, can enact 
■any binding law contrary to those rights. Although a daring reference 
to King George in one of his early speeches in the assembly evoked 
cries of “ Treason ! ” his eloquence fell ere long upon sympathetic ears. 
Virginian industry was depressed, and many of the leading citizens 
were discontented. Some, like Washington, were bitterly incensed 
at the oondudf of the king’s troops in thelate war ; and aU were annoyed 
by the condescending treatment accorded to "colonials ” when they 
■visited England or sent their sons there to be educated. Eranklin 
hims^, at that^te an Anglophile, noticed this attitude : “ Every 
^ man in Englandj**ne VTirote, “ seems to consider himself as a piece of a 

' Egertou, op. cU. p, 101, ^ '' 

*A. M. ScUesinger, The OoloniaX M^ehants and the Ameriem Bevolutian, 1763-78| 
New York, 1917, pp. 69-80. 
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sover eign oyer 4J3ierica ; seems to jostle himself into the throne with 
the King, and talks of ow subjects in the colonies.” The ancient 
cavalier loyalty of Virginia had long come to an end, and she now 
furnished more leaders to the American revolution than did any other 
state. The question of parliament’s right to tax the colonies was one 
upon wBioh no agreement was possible. It was fsTtally easy for either 
side to justify itself by arguments which were perfectly logical and 
advanced in ^ood faitii. Li general we may say that the English 
government proved its point by appeal to strict legal technicality, , 
and 'Shat its opponents took their stand upon those moral rights which 
every man acknowledged in his heart. 

j'In the sphere of action the Stamp Act was a hopeless failure from 
the outset. In every colony the people refused to do business on . 
stamped documents r in some the officials were'intimidated by physical t 
force from attempting to perform their duties’. At Boston a mob broke ^ 
into the houses of me chief justice and others, and burned aU the 
moveables in t£e street. In North Carolina the inhabitants of Wilming- 
ton seized the stamp distributor and compelled him to resign his 
office on the spot,^ In moat places the revolt was comparatively good- 
humoured, and the burning m effigy of the collector was reckoned a 
suitable emphasis of refusal to buy his wares. Nevertheless on refusal 
all classes were determined. "Whiist the mob broke windows and 
/danced round bonfires the men of substance acted with more dignity, 
^t the invitation of Massachusetts a cc^gyess,, fisjembled ..ftt New 
^ York.. Nine colonies sent representatives, who drafted resolutions 
alfserting the popular view. For the ffint time a majority of the 
thirteen had taken common action upon their own initiative. Other 
symjStoniB of a new spirit followed. -In New York and New England 
the radicals organized themselves as S ops of L iberty. The impossi-jl 
bUity of using stamps and the illegahtyof dispensing with themi| 
paralysed such commerce as escaped the non-importation movement..! 
Exports to America fell off, and distress in the manufacturing townsji 
at home became clamorous. Early in 17-66 the Marquis of -Rooldngham, 
Grenville’s successor, re peal ed the hated' Act. • At bhoe tEeie' was a ; 
revulsion of feeling in America. General joy was expressed, and the/ 
New Yorkers went so far as to raise^a statue to George III. The 
figure was of lead, and a few years later its owners were malnug it into 
bullets wherewith to shoot the king’s troops. At the time the satiS 
faction bade fair to be permanent. Six months after the first nem 
■ John Adams, the radical leader of Massachusetts, declared, “Thp 
Irepeal of the Stamp Act has composed every wave of popular disorder 
[into a smooth and peaceful calm.” ® 

Grenville protested bitterly agamst the repeal,, and George III., 
at odds with his late minister on most othe% mSi^gcs, shared his 

_ * Q. E. Howaid, PrtT^hmies of tho BevaluUon, 1768-76, New York, 1906, p. 163, 
gives details of similar oompolsion in nine colonies. « 

• Sir Q. 0, Trevelyan TAe /(mm'can BewZw^ioTi. TxjTirlnn ISC'! o’’ in'* 
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resentment in this. Rockingham’s own position was insecure, and 
expediency rather than principle seems to have Rotated his action. 
|As a sop to his opponents he therefore accompanied the repeal by a 
'Declaratory Act asserting the abstract right of parliament to levy 
itazes on the,odopi^t^"Arffib''^Sia®‘l3m"e‘'he'ameMed'the Sugar Act 
byiS^nomg‘''SOTnweepence to one penny the duty cn evefjr gallon 
of molasses taken from the French islands to America, and extended 
the lowered impost to the produce of the British West Inmes as weU. 
Amit^ the general satisfaction in the colonies this extension passed 
almost unnoticed. But it contained an important ^principle the 
duty, being levied on British and alien goods alike, was no longer 
colourable as a measure of trade protection, and became one of revenue 
production pure and simple. Thus was laid the foundation of another 
quarrel two years later. (The significance of the withdrawal of the 
Stamp Act has been varumsly estimated. One view is that if the 
ruling circles in England had honestly accepted the rebuff, there 
would have been, there and then, an end of trouble with the colonies ; 
another is that repeal was tantamount to the admission of independence, 
since the American radicals were so elated with their victory that they 
proceeded at once to proclaim the laws of trade a nullity. The truth 
probably lies between the two, for in matters of this sort a clear-out and . 
unqualified statement can hardly ever be made to covet all the facts.O 
The cry against the Stamp Act had been “No t fliXfiition witlnnr 
representation,” Wt it is fairly certain that the maiority of Americans 
haid no desire tor representation m an imperial parliam^ti they 
regarded it as impracticable ajid dangerous to their Interests, and they 
were probably nght. To George III. and the Whig statesmen the 
scheme was equally distasteful, and it had therefore little ghance of 
reaching the atsige of experiment. Nevertheless certain proposals of 
imperial federation saw the light at this time and deserve a brief 
notioe> Pitt’s dalliance with the idea we have already referred to. 
Thomas Pownall, a former governor of Massachusetts, produced in 
1764 a scheme for a combined parliament to sit in London, and appealed 
to the Anglo-Scottish union of 1707 as a general precedent. Has work 
was widely read, hut gained him few adherents. Somewhat later 
Joseph Galloway, a Pennsylvanian politician, proposed a colonial 
parliament to sit in America under a president-general appointed by 
the crown. All its Acts relating to common taxation and imperil 
interests were to he ratified by the parliament at Westminster, and 
‘conversdy those of the latter were to he passed by the American body 
before attaining the force of law. In iatemal matters the two branches 
of the empire were to remain completely self-governing. The arrange- 
ment ohvaonsly presupposed a British readiness to forego the laws of^' 

* Trevelyan, on«ai^ i. p^. 2-^, holds the ftAner view ; and S. Q. Ksher, The Struggle 
for Am&riccbn iK^&p&ndencOf 2 vols., Londoiiy 1908, repeated^ asserts ilia Mttar 
; tdenlarly in voL i. pp, 62-3, 106-7, and 110). Prof. Egarto%pp. 192-3, emphasizes 
the truth that the Stamp Act*and its failure were mainly important beoanse they 
liprealed a pro-ezistenthntoianspeoted condition of discontent. , 
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trade : in the absence of that an immediate deadlock would have 
resulted. GaBoway, altbougb too advanced a liberal for Britisb 
tastes, was a genuine loyalist, and backed his opinions by abandoning 
his property and going into exile after the Declaration of Independence.^ 
In really the conceptions of politics in Britain and America were too 
widdy smdered to allow a chance of success to cdinbined institutions. 
In America>the representatives sought to control the executive; in 
England they;, had sunlr to the status of its pensioned dependents.', 
The entire deeply rooted system of rotten boroughs and organized 
corruption stood in the way of' federation. Franklin’s account of a , 
general election spoke volumes in a sentence : “ The whole venal ; 
nation is now at market, and will be sold for about two millions, and 
might be bought ... by the very devil himself.” ® 

Rockingham went-the way of GrenviUe in 1766, and colonial policy 
was thrown once more into the melting-pot. Pitt, although still 
disliked by tl;e long, accepted the Earldom of Chatham and the 
leadership of the new administration. His health broke down soon 
alter he had taken the seals, and whilst ho lived in seclusion and on 
the verge of insanity others conducted the business of the empire in 
Ms name. Thus it came about that the Chatham ministry revived the 
animosities wMch the repeal of the Stamp Act had temporarily stilled, 
and embarked upfln an American pohey to which Chatham Mmself 
was opposed. The principal culprit was Charles Townshend, the 
j chancellor of the exchequer. In 1767 he undertook to increase the 
I revenue by new duties upon tea and manufactured goods— paper, 
f glass, lead and colours — entering the Ajjierican ports. The necessary 
'j Act was accordingly passed through parliament in that year. To a 
\ certain extent Townshend’s hand was forced, for Grenville and others 
, of the opposition were loudly demanding American taxation and 
holding out a- reduction of the English land tax as an attractive possi- 
bility wMch would then ensue.® Townshend, however, chose an absurd 
.method of efiecting Ms purpose. The new taxes were to be collected 
^in American custom-houses. Had they been levied in the English 
ports of departure they might have caused little resistance. Their 
total estimated yield also was only £40,000 a year, a sum trivial in 
comparison with the serious issues involved. In view of such circ um- 
atanneH-it ia (^iffipnl t to resist thfl_imuression that some ainiater inflnenep. 
habiud the scenes was bent defiTiitelv upon rRy iving nnntrnvf.Tay 
which had begun with the Stamp Act.* Townshend died in September, 
1767, after malting provision ior another innovation wMoh was duly , 
carried into efiect. TMs was the creation of an Ameriean Board of ■ 
Customs Commissioners to reside across the Atlantic and enforce the 
laws of trade, wMch were again relapsing into ineffectiveness since 
Grqpville’s hand had been removed. 


1 On these matters ^ G. B. Hertz, The Old Golonial System, Manchester, 1905, 
pp. 118-130. p 

* Bgerton, pp. 139-90. * Ohauning, iii. p. 83. * Trevelyan, i pp. O-V. 
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Chatham recovered his health and resigned his ofB.ce in 1768. The 
Duke of Grafton, his principal colleague, carried on for two yeai's more, 
with the addition to the ministry of Lord North, the Icing’s personal 
nominee. In 1770 North became the prime minister ‘and so remained 
for twelve years. His long tenure marks the triumph of the king’s 
eflorts to gain the sEscendanoy over the great Whig families,* 5 nd his 
administration was in reality the personal government of /leorge III. 
In 1768, also, a belated change was made in the machinery of afininis- 
tration. A new ofBce, that of secretary for American affairs was 
created', with a seat in the cabmet for its holder. The step was a s8und 
one, but the government made an unfortunate choice in -appointing 
Lord Hillsborough as the first secretary. He combined the incompet- 
ence of Newcastle with an affectation of solemn profundity which 
irritated the practical find plain-spoken men with whom he had to 
deal. 

Townshend’s new customs commissioners seem to have been at 
least partially successful in enforcing the observance of the laws of 
trade. The revenue from this source, inclusive of the new duties, rose 
from £2000 per annum in 1763 to £30,000 in 1768-74-.^ In the latter 
period it substantially exceeded, for the first time, the cost of collection. 
Resistance, however, broke out once more on the former lines. The 
radical politicians revived their Sons of Liberty organizations, and 
goaded the American merchants to renew their pledges of non-importa- 
tion. The latter poliw, as regarded the dutiable articles, was pursued 
in every colony save Georgia from 1767 to 1770. It failed to achieve 
its object of briuging the pressure of the manufacturing interest to 
bear upon the British government, because the period was one of 
extraordinary .briskness in European trade and home industry was 
therefore in a flourishing condition.® It emphasized, nevertheless, 
the ugly spirit which spread everywhere in the colonies* during these 
years. George HI. met the rising tide of resistance by ordering troops 
to Boston in support of the commissioners, and by increasing the naval 
patrols upon the coast. Boston was to him always the fountain of 
disloyalty. “ The capital of Massachusetts, in the eyes of its Sovereign, 
was nothing better than a centre of vulgar sedition, bristling with 
Trees of Liberty, and strewn with brickbats and broken glass ; where 
■ his enemies went about clothed in homespun, and his friends in tar and 
feathers.” ® By 1769 there were nearly 4000 soldiers quartered among 
the 17,000 inhabitants of the town. At first the redcoats were well 
received, but later coUisions occurred. An incident of 1770 has found 
its way into history as the Bos ton M assacre. Some loafers pelted a 
gentry, and taunted him andTus comrades with cries of “ Lobsters 1 ” 

1 Chajming, iii. pp. M-1. The figures there given throw doubt on the view that the 
laws of trade wer^^a^r eSftcti^e after the repeal of the Stamp Act. 

’ Sohlesinger, op, ci^ pp. 237-8. The wholo non-impor^tion movement is fully 
anslysed for the first time by th^ author. See especially oha^. iii-v. 

* Trevelyan, i, p. 10. ' ' 
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and “ Bloodybacks ! ” the latter in reference to the floggings which 
were common in the regular army. After one of their number had been 
felled to the ground the soldiers fired and killed four persons. Some 
have magnified the afiair as the first outpouring of patriot blood in 
the cause pf liberty, but the civilian magistrates of Boston showed what 
they thought of it by inflicting a minor punishmiSnt on two of the 
soldiers and iioquitting the remainder. • 

Both enforc ement of and reastance to Jhe new duties had now 
b ecff^ ^"1pat||f '^adbfple . raliheji; Mah^'of practical 'lifilify. All 
excepTfEe'-fea dirty were doiug mttte gbod'thah h^m to the colonies, 
for by raising the price they stimulated colonial manufacture of the 
articles concerned. The British government, in fact, was setting up 
a protective tariff against the products of home industry. Lord 
North realized this, and on assuming control of the government in 
1770 decided to remove all the Townshend duties except that on tea. 
The Duke of Grafton wished to abolish that also, but by a majority 
of one the cabinet voted for its retention, in order to keep alive the 
principle of parliamentary taxation. The .concession actually made 
was sufficient to restore partial tranquillity in America. The colonial -: 
merchants ware tired of non-importation, and gladly seized the excuse 
for abandoning it. Tea, even when legally ii^orted, was undeniably 
cheap, and a great deal, especially at New York and Philadelphia, 
paid no duty at all. Discontent therefore subsided, and for three; 
years the American question ceased to trouble the serenity of British, 
politics. The American radical leaders, as in 1766, were deprived of 
their war-cry ; but it was significant that ’on this occasion they felt 
disappointment instead of joy at the loss, and many looked eagerly 

for pretext to renew the striggle. 

We have seen the'cbnfest between parliament and the colonies twice 
blaze forth- and twice subside ; and on each occasion taxation had been 
the issue. * In 1773 the British government renewed the attack upon 
a different line, and this time ihe quarrel grew without intermission 
until it ended in complete revolution. The East India Company had 
reached a stage of development as a sovereign power which rendered 
necessary a closer supervision by the king’s ministers, and legislation 
to accomplish that end was now inevitable. The Company was in 
financial distress, and therefore asked for a trading concession in 
return for the political power it was suireuderiug. It had hitherto 
been compelled to sell its wares, of which tea had become the largest 
item, by public auction in London. British and American merchants 
had thus fiandled the business*of re-export and distribution in the 
colonies. /Lord North now passed a Tea Act grantii^ the Company a 
complete refund of British duties, together with the right to export the 
tea in its own ships to America and sell it through ^<ia..pwn agents in 
American ports. Tl^bjeot in view was twofold, to enable the Company 
to dispose of some seventeen million pounds jjf surplus tea in its ware- 
houses, and. to put ^ end to the tea-smuggling which still continued 
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in the colonies. Smuggling would cease to be a paying business when 
the Company was selling tea free of English duty whil^the smugglers 
could only obtain supplies which had paid that duty.’-^ 

In theory, and had there been no smuggling, the coat of tea to the 
American consumer would have been halved by this' arrangement. 
But the interests, both pf the smugglers and of the legitimate' American 
merchants, were attacked. In England itself there liad been much 
resentment against the great Company’^ monopoly ^and to extend 
it 'tb“iatltin6ujB colonies was soon shown to be a blunder against 
which the fin ann ifll concession was but a straw in liie balance. The 
first fleet of tea-ships reached America towards the end of 1773. At 
Philadelphia the inhabitants firmly demonstrated to the Company’s 
officer that they would not allow his cargo to be discharged. He 
therefore withdrew without landing a single cheat. At New York the 
same course was taken, and there also violence was avoided. At 
Charleston the tea was landed, but remained unsold in the warehouse. 
At Boston throe ships entered the harbour, and in face of a violent 
agitation the governor insisted that their ladings should be discharged. 
lOn December 16, the day before that appointed for the work to begin, 
la’ party of disguised men boarded the ships and threw the tea into the 
[water whilst the townspeople lined the shore in enjoyment of the 
'spectacle. 

^he defiance was too open and too well organized to be overlooked. 
But before considering the counter-measures which led rapidly to war, 
it win be as well to glance briefly at the attitude of prominent statesmen 
towards the question. Benjamin Franklin h ad resided almost continu- ' 
ously in England since the end of the Seven Years’ War. He was the 
colonial agent for Pennsylvania and later for Massachusetts '«nd other 
colonies in addition. 'WMst maintaining generally the colonial view 
he had worked honestly for conciliation, being a lover olf England and 
a personal admirer of George HI., of whom he said, “ I can scarcdy 
conceive a king more truly desirous of promoting the welfaie of all his 
subjects.” FranHin’s high reputation and his influence with British 
statesmen afforded the Wt hope, of a settlement rmtil 1773. In 
that year an incident arose which converted him into an enemy. He 
had obtained possession of certain private letters which reflected 
unfavourably upon the conduct of royal officials in Massachusetts. 
He sent them to his friends in Boston, with a request that they should 
not be made public. The Bostonians, however, printed them. 
Franklin was called before the Privy Council in England and subjected 
to an hour’e abuse by the solioitor-gSreral, who plainly called him a 
thief. He listened without moving a muscle, but he never forgave the 
ministers who were present at the scene. The Earl of Chatham , 
after his tesig»»^on/in 1768, lived ten years longer in broken liealth 
and without assuming any public office. He sp'^e frequently in the 
House of Lords, and was tae one figure in the rankg of British statesmen 
^ Schleeinger, pp. 262-70, gives the best aooount of the whole tiamsaotion. 
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wHom the colonjsts regarded with affection and respect. It ia do ubtfu!, 
however, whether he could have done more tiian nostnone an outbreak 
had he been in nower ! He declaimed against direct taxation of the 
colonies, but he was a passionate believer in the mercantile system 
and the i^^eal of self-sufficiency which was the real root of the trouble ; 
and whilst denouncing the Stamp Act he had asserted the right of 
parliament t?t legidate for the empire in all other matters. His faith 
in imperial federation might have led him to a constructive policy, 
but M never put his pro^sals into definite shape until the time for 
them was past. * George III, was hostile to colonial claims from the 
outset, although the Americ^ans long considered him as their friend, 
possibly because he hated Grenville. The colonial question really 
fiUed a secondary place in his mind until his victory over the Whigs 
in 1770. Then his imitation grew until it culrbinated with the news 
from Boston in 1774. After tiiat date he was on the side of uncom- 
promising repression. Among the men of minor weight Edmund 
Burke agreed with Chatham on the theoretical supremacy of parliament, 
but he was no lover of the mercantile system and disliked any measures 
which savoured of tyranny. “ Great empire and little minds,” h e 
‘ “ go fil together.” “ Ereed^ ... is tbe true Act ot Navigation 

mnets YOU to the commercAof the coiomes, and tnrbugh tbem 


/ which 

secures to yon the wealth of tne worid.^ ' His political iniluence at 
the time was small in comparison to the opinion his speeches and 
writiiigs have gained him with posterity. Lord Shelburne, a member 
of the ministry until 1768, resigned in that year as a protest against 
the Townshend measures. He represented a rising school which saw 
little utility in the possession of cdomes of any kind. 

On the^Bubiect of American opinion it is also necessary to be clea r. V 
to the opening of hostilities, and even for some time after - 
ards. it would seem that the niaioritv^f the radicals had no desire 


/* UUP 

(Right up 
wards, it 


^ aiority 

lor complete separation . What they worked for was emancipation 
torn the control of parliament and from the shackles of the mercantile 
system. Having obtained that, they would have been content with 
s ^e status of a self-governing dominion under the British crown. One 
,^uthority holds that this solution would have been acceptable imtil 
;"the very moment of alliance with Frarsce in 1778.^ The language of 
• Washington and others supports such a view, and the exiled Galloway 
' testified that in 1776 not one-fifth of the colonists sought independence. 
And. always, it must be remembered, there was a considerable body 
of positive loyalists, by some estimated at half the total population, 
who had no sympathy with insurrection even for a hnaited object. 
The American revolution, like most others, began in fact with a negative 
mther than a positive purpose, and it w as fTom ita.t^ Araa-tbat tber^ 
emerged a new patriotism to be aatis fia^ nrAy tiy t^..]^orlring out of 
i ts destiny in the giaise of oomulete na tinua] indepRudenne- 1 
(The royal answCTj^to the Boston outTage_< gBi a not long delayed. In 

1 Eeerton. up. 221-2, , 
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Its terms, however. 


> Amencans as those ot the other _mBai 
and its effects thus Tjelong to this part of the subjecfc fit granted to 
the French Canadians the free practice of the Catholic rehgion, still 
rigorouSy'liianhed'rh New England, and eaSliadded' the area of Canada 
to include the whole region north of the Ohio and east of the Missisaiupi. 
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ordinary development of Canadian busmess.^'’ Its terms, howeve r, 
roved as offensive to the 


the country already marked down tor the future expansion of the 
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/meeting is known as iile i^'irst GontmenM^ Congress. Heire Joseph 
Galloway brought forward 'liis 'pan’^df imperial federation already 
referred to. Many members of the Coneress approved of it, hut. 
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colonies ITviol^t per8ecu'®ff‘pMtjyBt^‘'dnd officials broke out, and 
at Boston “C-age foimd himself 'i^ually beleaguered through the 
autumn, in' a condition bordering upon warfare with the revolufionary 
countryfflde. . »> 
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militia at Limngtpn, passed through it after a sldrmish, and fulfill ed ' 
its mission. '““Then, retiring to Boston, the soldiers were harassed aUj 
along the route hy ever growing bands of marksmen, who picked them/ 
ofE from belmd cover until they reached their shipping on the northern! 
shore of^Boston Bay. In all the British force of 1000 men lost aboutr 
a quarter of its numbers, whilst the American caSualties amounted to | 
less than aTiundred. Everywher e | 

the militias were caUed out and the enliatTnent nf a^regmlar armv began . ' 
1 WQ^months after Lexington a large New England force was blockading 
Boston, where Hage had received reinforcements bringing his strength 
up to 7000 men. In June the Americans occupied the Charlestown 
peninsula on the northern side of Boston harbour, and erected batteries 
from which it was possible to bombard the shipping and the town. 
Gage f oimd it necessary to dislodge them, a&d the Battle of Bunk er 
■I-mi ensued . Two assaults failed with terrible loss ; the third succe^ed ' 
largely because the defenders had run short of ammunition. There 
had been much loose talk about the cowardice and indiscipline of the 
Americans, to wluoh the event of the battle came as a harsh corrective ; 
for although the British troops were left in possession of the ground 
they had paid a heavier toll for it than in any victory of the Seven 
Years’ War. The colonial leader who said, “ I wish wa could se ll 
frem anoth er hill at the same price " hofl ypod TBaaon for hia ftumltation. 

~ In the intCTval betw een these two mi1itn.rv actions a second OontECes s* 
had met at Philadelp hia. (It forwarded the organization of 'the army • 
and a ppointed Washington to the chief coTnmand. l But it considere d \ 
itself ^ ac tmg agamsi uhe megai measures of the ministers, and not ' 
a gainst^^ royal~Bgpiefflaey of George ill, xhe latter was ^1 1 
recogm2ed as king ev^ m iviassachusetts after the fight at Lexmgton.^ 

The constitutional fiction was similar to that under which Pym and 

Hampden had taken up arms in 1642. It was vitally imnoTtaut to - 
mfl.iptain it^ for it alone left the way onen for a neaceful aettlp-Tnen+f, 
The Congress tiierefore proclaimefl -t-b g^ it-, waa Toainf.4njT oT'V.if.TQ-ny 
novel aggressions upon the recognized lib erties of the 'T^onle. and that . 
iFwqpld. lay down Its arms when the danger of such aggfassiona came - 
to an eng. 11; embociiea ttiese pronouncements in a memorial to the 
J^g commonly known as the Olive -jiBranch Petition, and offering in 
/effect to return to the position of 176.3. f To do so would have been 
to abandon parliamentary supremacy over the colonies, a nd to that , 
acorody a man in England was ready to consent. Even Qhat ha-m and- 
Burke demanded its recognition as a prelimiTiary tn the concessions . 
they were now nTgiug npon the government. GeorgeoMmself was in 
no mood for compromise, and fmm him came t h g rlenrHinTi that , nfm a ■ 
qlone must decide me question., jfLord Forth. wilA_manv forebodim^ 
obeyed Ms master, and it was J^tisb pntiny-wh5ah deliheTafely 
I v^ed rebellion fofa li mited object into a war to tb q dZathJrir camplatej 
indepenaenbe or ymplete submission, 

^ ^ Ghaaning, iii. 'p 162. 
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To later generations the fate of Canada appears as one of the most 
important decisions of this critical year. Since the 'conquest the 
province had been under semi-military government^ and the French 
population had settled down with less friction than might, on the whole, 
have been expected. The British officials had been compe^nt and 
fair-minded men, a description which was eminently true of eir Guy 
Carleton, who now filled tire post of governor. Generation^ of warfare 
with New England had left a hatred which a few year?? peace could 
not efface, and the Quebec Act, by legalizing the CaGiolio reli^on, 
had convinced the Canadians that they bad more to“gain from the 
British connection than from throwing in their lot with their Puritan 
neighbours. Constitutional theories, also, made little appeal to the 
French seigneurs and the lUiterata peasants who had always rendered 
obedience to absolute potrer. Canada had submitted without question 
to the Stamp Act. When, therefore, in the summer of 1775, the 
Americans seized the frontier posts on Lake Clmmplain p.nd proceeded 
later to march into the province, they found little support from the 
inhabitants. Carleton concentrated his defence at Quebec. In 
attacldng the town the American leader Montgomery was kfiled, and 
his colleague Benedict Arnold foimd his troops melting away by 
desertion and disease. He persisted in the attempt until the summer 
of 1776, and then withdrew. The expedition, although ostensibly 
a failure, had the effect of diverting large British reinforcements from 
the American coast to the St. Lawrence, where they were almost 



useless for the mam purpose of the war.^ 

The prospect of a long war. opened up bv George III.’s determine d 
, attitude naved the wav for an extension of American claims , in the 
winter of 1775-6 WasMnjrton’s army adopted a new naSoEal flag, 
a visible symbol to every beholder of a de^te breach with the past. 
George III. returned no answer to the Olive Branch Petitidn, but Lord 
•KTn-pfTi -nniRaoi^ nn A nf. fTi-rnn nr>i TiarliaTUftTit nrnbibituicr all trade with the 


r ebellious colonies . Thomas Paine, an Englidi radical, published a 
‘fWidely read pamphlet assuring the Americans that independence was 
their only road to freedom and that by proclaiming it they would secure 
foreign aid. Men of property dreaded the mob-rule and disorder which 
threatened to raise their heads iaitiie absence of any legitimate govem- 
huent. American debtors owed British creditors between three and 
six ioaiUion pounds, aU of which might conveniently be wiped from the 
j date by some irrevocable act.® All theae were p.nTit.Tal in4^r>T y oircuin- 
I stances, but the ranid movement which chahi^ed-the professed lovaltv 
of 1775 into tV.TT'tbnHin.atlo'Si al1ep|iance in 1776 nroc^ded 

chiefly from themere act of rebellion itself. America had, combined 
to set on toot an army. An army to be effective presupposed a nation 
behind it, with^its/coi^jorate spirit and its patriotism resting upon 


^Channiog, iii. p, 243 !Por fuller defcadls on lie inyaeion vf Canada see below, 
part y. obap. ii. 

VHertE, op. ait. p. 129. 
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some definite foundation. That fotmdation Congress supplied in the 
Declaration of Independence, agreed to ■without a dissentient ^ at 
Philadelphia on July 4, 1776. Its drafting ■was the work of Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia ; its substance embodaed the political theories of 
Locke anri the claims of natural liberty which the colonists had urged 
during the past twelve years. By it the colonies coflstituted themselves 
the United^ States and a sovereign powers capable of negotiating 
aUianoes as unequal with other prospective enemies of Great Britain. 
The cpnourrent intention of framing a common government proceeded 
mor6languidly,»and was not practically achiev^ until after the close 
oLthe war. 

(George III. was determined upon a military conquest, although 
from the outset he did not lack advisers who told him that in face of 
united resistance it was impossible. AmericaSi resistance in fact was 
not united. The Declaration was the work of an energetic minority. 
Every state hfid its loyalists, and the doubters and wavexers were 
still more numerous. Washington even in the early years had hard 
work to keep his soldiers together, and the difficulty increased as 
time went on. They deserted to the English in hundreds and to their 
owu homes in thousands. The active loyalists fought on the British 
side ; one authority mentions fourteen regiments principally recruited 
from among them.® It may well be that the king was right, and that 
if Britain and America had stood alone in the world he would have 
worn down his rebels in the end. How he could then have rebuilt 
his ravaged empire save by the very concessions which would have 
ob-viated fighting at the outset is not ejddent. Probably the subject 
never entered, his mind. But he was not left to work his wiU without 
interference. ^ His generals failed in 1775-7 to make much impression 
upon the Americans. After the latter date the war merged into a 
world-'wide struggle in which the Bourbon monarchies and the minor 
sea-powers of Europe combined to reverse the decision of 1763, and to 
pull do'wn the supremacy which Pitt had established. For the present 
we have to consider briefly the events of the first, uncomplicated period, 
when there was stiH a chance of victory or compromise. 

Whilst Arnold was failing to conquer Canada in 1775-6, a British 
expedition imder Sir Henry Clinton* made an equally unsuccessful 
attempt to reduce the Carolinas. CHnton rdied upon the loyalists 
of the south, but they were already dispersed before his arrival. He 
was defeated in an attack upon Charleston and retired to join the 
main army, where Sir William Howe had succeeded Gage in the chief 
command. In March, 1776, Howe evacuated Boston, being convinced 
that no useful result could be obtained by lingering in the Hew England 
capital. He sailed away by sea to Halifax, and thence in July pro- 
ceeded to open a new campaign in the middle s^tes. These latter, 
he was assured, w^, unlike Hew England, luke-warm in the rebelhon, 
and offered the b^t opening for the wojk of reconqueat. In July 

^ The Neiir York deltliatea abstained from voting. * Hertz, op. cit. p. 96. 
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and August Howe occupied Staten Island and Long Island, defeated 
Washington’s men at Brooklyn, and entered New York. Washington, 
with less than 5000 men remaining, retreated across the Delaware to 
Philadelphia, and the American cause seemed lost. Washington 
himself confessed that “ the game was pretty weU played g,ut.” At 
this point Howe, who was a skilful commander in action, wSs smitten 
with an unaccoimtable ’fit of dilatoriness. At the end '"of the year 
Washington reorganized his forces, reorossed to New Jerpey, annihilated 
a Hessian detachment at Trenton, and remained in occupation pf the 
interior parts of the proviace, whilst the British still held the environs 
of New York. 

The year 1777, had the British plans been fulfilled, should have seen 
the back of the rebellion broken. That it did not do so was due partly 
to the mcompetence 6f the home government/ which failed to co- 
ordinate the actions of its generals, and still more to the peculiar nature 
of the American resistance, whereby armies broken in the field were 
able to subsist on the countryside and reunite after their enemies 
had passed, and large bodies of ostensible civilians turned themselves 
temporarily into soldiers and gathered in superior numbers round any 
threatened point. This was especially true in New England, where 
the male population formed an armed militia able to carry on its 
civilian labour until the moment for action arrived. The object of the 
British plans was to bring the army under General Bnrgoyne, which 
had gone to Canada in the previous year, down the Hudson valley 
into the main theatre of the war. Howe at New York seems to have 
considered that Buigoyne ctfuld accomplish this task without assistance, 
and he therefore continued his campaign against Philadelphia in the 
opposite direction, trusting that Burgoyne’s move would prevent the 
New Englanders from reinforcing Washington. According to one 
account the carelessness of the seoretary-at-war, in neglfecting to send 
off a despatch, prevented Howe from learning until too late what was 
required of him. The miscalculation entailed the disaster which ended 
the first phase' of the war, 

Howe remained at New York until the end of July. Then he em- 
barked his army and sailed to Chesapeake Bay, at whose northernmost 
limit he landed a month later/? From this point to Philadelphia was 
no great distance. He defeated Washin^on at the Brandywine 
River, and entered the city on September 26. There he commenced 
another long period of inaction, which lasted until his supersession 
in the following year. 

In the meemtime Burgoyne quitted^Canada in July with an army 
of 7000 men, of whom nearly half were German mercenaries. By 
the end of the month he had traversed Lake Champlain and reached 
Fort Edward on the H^id^n River. At this point his difificulties began. 
His 'force diminished by the lengthening of his Sammunications, and 
by fighting with the New Englanders who gatherum ever increasing 
jwKnbeiB about his line of march. On August 16 hb lost 800 men at the 
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Battle of Bennington. By the end of September he had only 6000 
left, and was being encircled by 20,000 Americans in a hUly, wooded 
and roadless country with whose intricacies the enemy were familiar, 
A swift retreat, regardless of the loss of his immense train of guns and 
baggage^ might have saved him, but he still trusted to be succoured 
by a force moving up the river from New York. * Sir Henry Clinton, 
left by HoVe at that city, did indeed attempt a diversion, but his 
numbers were»too small and his move too late to save Burgoyne. The 
latter, after losing more men at the two battles of Ereeman’s Farm 
(September 19 and October 7), surrendered the remains of his army to 
General Gates at Saratoga on October 17.^ The loss of 7000 men 
was not, in the then condition of the empire, an irretrievable military 
disaster. CBut in its effect upon European politics Saratoga was 
decisive, for it brought into the field those enemies of Great Britain 
who had hitherto hesitated to take up the cause of the United States, 
During three™ years the British armies had failed to subdue the 
rebellion. They never again had the chance to do so unhampered by the 
spectators of the contest^ 

^ By tlio torma of the oapitaktion tlic iroopa wei-o to be diaarmed and tianspoi'tod 
to England ; but Gongroaa violated. the agreement and detained them a.s priaoneca, 
For these eatnnaigns in detail bob Eorteaoue’a Brilwh Army, vol. ili. An exeeUeiit abort 
account is in PolUioal Ektory of England, vol. x., by W. Hunt (1005). 



CHAPTER IX 

THE FALL OE 'THE MEEOANTILE EMPIRE, 1778-1783 

William Pitt, in criticizing tlia treaty of 1763, had said : “ You 
lea’ve to Yianoe the possibility oi le'ming hex na-vy.” He had piedicted 
a disastrous outcome from such lenity, and the Diw de Ohoiseul 
immediately set to work to prove him right. Even before the peace 
Ohoiseul had set on foot measures for reconstructing the Erenoh marine, 
and after it he never slackened the energy with which new ships were 
built, new models elaborated, artillery improved, the maritime con- 
scription overhauled, and officers, seamen and gunners trained 
unceasingly for the sole object of revenge — revenge upon the power 
which had seized the supremacy of the seas and heedlessly, out of 
the plenitude of its conquests, returned to the Bourbon sovereigns 
some crumbs of their lost colonial possessions. By 1770 he had 
doubled the paper strength tCnd probably trebled the value of the fleet 
as compared with that of 1763. There were at the end of these seven 
years of efiort sixty-four ships-of-the-line actually afloat, tind the 
dockyards and arsenals had been brought to a high state of efficiency. 
Nor did the work stop there, although Ohoiseul himself' disappeared 
from public life. In 1778 the number of capital ships had risen to 
eighty, there w^e 67,000. seamen on the books, and 10,000 gunners 
drilled regularly every week. In the two decades which followed the 
Seven Tears’ War the spirit of Colbert returned for the flrst and last 
time to the old navy of Prance. 

Concurrently with the naval renascence Ohoiseul elaborated a 
great diplomatic plan of campaign. In his mind the events of the 
future hinged upon the coming revolt of the American colonies, which 
he regarded as certain from the day when Canada changed hands, 
and as imminent from 1766 when agitation enforced the repeal of the 
St^p Act.^ <Co utilize the expected opportunity he sought a close 
^ance with Spam and a concentration of naval and mercantile effort 
in the Mediterraneaji and Caribbean Seas. By control of the former, 
he held, Prance^ wouldfbe 'iendered secure against European attack ; 
by that of the latter she would be able to dictate course of events 

1 Eenii Donid, La Pmrtidvciiiorf'dt la Iranae 4 VMabUasemwimea Mats- Unis, 5 vote., 
Paei!^ 1880-98, i.pp.i.5. • 
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in America, and to build up a tropical empire to compensate tbe loss 
of Canada. For that loss he seems tacitly to have felt relief rather 
than regret, in common with other Fren(3i linkers of the time. It 
was recognized that, as a colony, Canada had always been a failure, 
and its recovery after 1763 never formed part of the national plans. 

In realizing his programme Choiseul made soifie progress until his 
public carSer was abruptly cut short by a miscalculation in 1770. 
In the Mediterranean he carried out the conquest of Corsica (1768-9), 
seoujing a naval station to neutralize the British possession of Minorca. 
He had also in* view designs upon Egypt, from which, like Napoleon, 
he had visions of a new hne of advance towards India. With the 
Spanish alliance he succeeded so far that in 1765 'Charles III. made 
tariff concessions having the effect of favouring the export of French 
goods to the Spanibh colonies. The Frenclf West Indies recovered 
their prosperity, but an attempt to plant new French colonies in 
Guiana ended, in failure. In the meantime Choiseul watched keenly 
the progress of disaffection in British America and of party discord in 
England. In 1770 he judged, somewhat prematurely, that the time 
had come. A Spanish force from Buenos Ayres sailed to the Falkland 
Islands and expelled with a high hand a few British settlers who were 
established there. The Spanish government appeared ready to justify 
its action by declaring war, and Choiseul was anxious to support his 
aUy. Louie XV., however, old and disillusioned, refused his consent. 
He dismissed Choiseul and backed out of the dispute, and Spain 
surrendered to the British contentions. The events of the next ten 
years proved Louis to have been right..and Choiseul wrong, for war in 
1770 would probably have resulted in another Bourbon humiliation 
and thd" strengthening of the British supremacy. For this reason Choi- 
seul has been denounced as a visionary and a fanatic. Nevertheless 
he was a true prophet and his work contributed vastly to the shaping 
of the world’s history. 

The mantle of Choiseul fell upon the Comte de Vergennes, a cooler 
and more patient man, not less inspired with the thirst for revenge, 
but able to wait until the. times were really propitious to the project. 
In 1774 Louis XVI. succeeded to his grandfather’s throne, and Ver- 
gennes took direction of foreign affaLis in a ministry wherein the great 
Turgot had charge of the finances. Turgot, like certain new thinkers 
in England, conceived that the whole system of colonial monopolies 
was faUaoious and valueless, and he had therefore no sympathy with 
wars for the transference of colonial power. He warned the king that 
the finances of France in particular could not sustain another conflict. 
Vergennes also had his reasons for delay, and France remained a 
spectator of the np euiug campaigns in America^ To Vergennes the 
deterrent was an abiding fear of the Eari of* Chatham, The French 
state papers of I'/lfb depict this terror as carried to an'almost ludicrqfis 
pitch. If 'EnglaiM crushed her colonies,would she not, flushed with 
’triumph, em^oj^ her resuscitated armies and fleets in conq uaijn g 
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the Bourbon West Indies ? If the colonists foiled her, would she 
not seek indemnification in the same quarter ? Had Chatham 
deliberately stirred up the revolt in order to return to power as a 
mediator ? Was he, with perfidious subtlety, seeking that position 
in order tW he might rally under his command aU the forces of British 
and American patriotism and lead yet another crusade against the foes 
whom he had spent his life in despoiling ? ^ Such were tJie pictures 
which the French statesmen conjured up in the opening year of the 
rebellion, and so wildly were they out of touch with the reality, ^f an 
England tom by faction and governed by such MachiaveUis as Lord 
North and George HI., and of Chatham as he was, a wreck in body 
and mind, his counsels shunned by sensible men, and his eloquence 
reduced to mere raving and denunciation. 

When the fighting of i776 failed to subdue the ’'colonists Vergennes 
recovered his confidence and began to think that the occasion might 
be at hand for the Bourbons to intervene. In the follpwing year he 
at one time advised immediate war it Spain would consent to take the 
lead. But Spain, although hostile to England, loathed the Americans 
as heretics and supplanters of her own ancient claims to all the west. 
French naval preparations also were not complete, and the British 
success at New York decided Vergennes to wait once more. He 
himself had no love for colonial aspirations. “ France,” he wrote, 
“ may be content to remain a spectator whilst Englishmen rend their 
own empire to pieces. Our concern in the matter is that this war 
should last.” He therefore granted a loan to the States, threw open 
the French ports to American, privateers, and connived at the supply 
of mmiitions by French capitalists. In July, 1776, Silas Deane arrived 
in Paris to conduct this business on behalf of Congress. He distributed 
commissions broadcast to.privateers and military adventurers, and did 
his best to spread the belief that if France intervened' she should 
obtain, for sentimental reasons, the European monopoly of American 
trade. In the foUowing year Bmijamin Franklin appeared as the 
senior American 'envoy. Ho was received -with enthusiasm by society, 
as a sage of antiquity returned to earth. A gust of sentiment over- 
spread the ooun^ for the -virtuous republicans of the west, and 
volunteers flocked across the *Atlantic to place their swords at 
Washington’s disposal. Many returned disillusioned by practical 
contact -with democracy, and one -wrote at the close of 1777, “ there is 
a hundred -times more enthusiasm for the revolution in any Paris caf6 
than in the whole of the United States.” ® 

1 Doniol, qp. oil. i, pp. 42, 81, 117. 

* ]?ortesou 0 , British Army, iii. 207. Tie popolar aentiment for deznooratlo ideals 
was undoubtedly a facto^ in the ITienoh decision. But it was a aubordiunte factor, 
serving to bring the iPrenoh paoplS into line -with the poli^ their government had long 
determined on. M.* Juaserand, in hia introdubtion to X B. ©erldns’ France in the 
American MemAntion, Boston, 1911, holds that love of liberty w^the.prinoipal motive 
oi^xe^c, end -that the people foreed the hands 3'fEe bburU wiioh oontenred-many 
AnglgMes -who hod renounced designs of revenge for the Threa-y of Paris. But the* 
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Whilst these transactions were going forward Vergennes negotiated 
with Spain. That country had a long list of ancient and recent grudges 
against England— ^the successive losses of Jamaica, Gibraltar, Minorca 
and Florida, and the age-long infringement of the .Spanish laws of trade. 
But the Muhtenanoe of rebellious colonists seemed too high a price to 
' pay for tie satisfaction of these grievances, for the loyalty of Spain’s 
own South Jlmerican possessions was by no. means above suspicion, 
and the example of the north might prove contagious. She therefore 
hung iack and left Franco to take the initiative. Throughout 1777 
FranMin worked in Paris with unexampled tact and assiduity. The 
great figure of Chatham still haimted the imagination of Vergennes, 
and the capture of Philadelphia, coupled with rumours of sm a shin g 
victories by Burgoyne on the Hudson, counselled delay to the wary 
court of Franco. At* length on December 2 came news of the actual 
truth, the surrender at Saratoga six weeks before. Within a fortnight 
France reoogniijed the United States as an independent power, and the 
framing of an alliance was taken in hand. On February 6, 1778, 
Vergennes and Franklin signed treaties of commerce and milit ary 
co-operation. True to Choiseul’s policy, France placed first the 
disruption of the British empire. Neither she nor America were to 
malce peace untd England had acknowledged the independence of 
the United States. France then renounced aU claim to Canada or anjr 
territory upon the mainland of the continent east of the Mississippi, 
but she reserved a free hand to make conquests in the West Indies 
and elsewhere. 

For England the alliance altered the,whole aspect of the struggle. 
Lord North annoimced the news to parliament in March, and all 
realized that the civil war in the colonies was merging into a conflict 
with the maritime powers of the world. For a moment it seemed as 
though the British government might do as Vergeimes had feared — 
call off its forces from America and fall, with a united nation behind it, 
upon the Bourbon powers. In February North had abolished the tea 
duty, renounced the right to tax the colonies, and repealed the Boston 
Port and Massachusetts Government Acts. Amherst, the veteran of 
the Canadian conquest, recommended a naval blockade only against 
America, and a imlitary withdrawal #70uld have been popular with 
the Opposition, which had received the ne^fs of Saratoga “ with a howl 
of insulting triumph.” ^ In spite of this display Fox and his followers 
were keen to beat the French : Chatham himself, who had forbidden 
his son to serve against America, despatched him with his blessing to 
take his place in the garrison <5f Gibraltar. But George III. refused to 
face the facts. The Americans were his prime enemies, and he deeliued 

balance of evidence is against this view. ITienoh statesmen were not controlled by 
public opinion, and Vergennes and his coadjutors, aHhoijgh mey may have admired 
English institutions hat?d the Britisb world-power, and were determined to bring it 
low. Connjare Perking op. oit. 210 ; Sir Cr. 0. Trevelyan, Qwrgi III, and Ohadea Fox, 
i. 20e-8 j Doniol, i. 66fl-78. 

■ ^ Eoitesoue, iii. p. 241. 
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to relax Ms grip upon them. The colonial war therefore continued, 
and the flower of the army and navy remained upon the American 
seaboard instead of blockading the Bourbon coasts, and sweeping up 
their possessions as they had done in the Seven Years’ War. In this 
decision the king’s evil genius was Lord George Germaine, the secretary 
for America, and, ITo a less extent, Lord Sandwich, who to& control 
of the navy. Both these sninisters are un a nim ously aoouseffof adopting 
and adhering to false strategic views ; and still worse,rof acting con- 
sistently as tile enemies of the unhappy commanders afloat and jbi the 
field. Under their administration every general and admiral knew 
that for the least mishap his reputation would be blackened by the 
government which employed him.^ Not so had Pitt drawn victory 
from disaster. 

The interest of 1778, 19ie first year of the new W£Er, centres around the 
proceedings oi the fleets. On April 15, the Comte d’Estaing sailed 
from Toulon with a strong squac&on, passed the Straits of Gibraltar, 
and made for America. His passage was very slow, and nows of his • 
coming preceded him. Sir Henry Clinton, knowing that Now York 
was open to capture, hastily quitted Philadelphia in order to march 
to its defence ; and Lord Howe, the British admiral, escaped with his 
warships and transports from the Chesapeake ten days before d’Estaing 
sailed m. Had the latter, who took twelve weeks to cross the Atlantic, 
arrived sooner he might have captured both fleet and army and ended 
the war at a stroke.* At New York a little later the same chance 
presented itself. Howe, whose ships were far inferior in force, showed 
a bold front, and d’Estaing" avoided the encounter and passed on to 
Rhode Island. This had been occupied by the British in 1776, and 
served as a naval base after the evacuation of Boston. Howe'foHowed 
d’Bstaing and again by superior leadership foiled him without fighting 
a battle, and saved both the port and its garrison. After these failures 
d’Bstaing sailed for the "West Indies at the beginniTig of November. 
His conduct led to much dissension between the French and the 
Americans, and' to a suspicion that France was not eager to see the 
colonies independent before she had made her own profit out of 
the war. In home waters Admiral Keppel went to sea at the head of 
the Channel fleet. He met the Somte d’Orvilliers off Cape Ushant and 
fought an indecisive action, principally memorable for its demon- 
stration of the efiect of politics upon naval efficiency. Keppel, a 
Whig, was ballred of a victory by the refusal of a Tory subordinate 
to obey his orders. The Tory ministers then had the admiral tried 
for his life omsharges brought against £im by the man who had been 
in fault. The court-martial vindicated Keppel, but such was the 
disgust aroused by l^e whole inddent that some of the ablest officers in 

1 P^phleteeis gud joucnaliats, well known to be in govemnsent pay, were employed 
' to poison the pubUo mind against Burgoyne, the Howes, Olinjon and Keppel. See 
Trevelyan, Qeorge III. and Foss, p%sairn. K 

Ashdmiral Mahan, Navies in the iFar of Independenae, Londc^, 1913, pp. 62-3, 
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the service refused to accept commands while Lord Sandwich remained 
in power.^ 

D’Estaing’s departure from America to the West Indies was dictated 
by a geographical factor which had a regularly recurring effect through- 
out the war. • From the beginning of August to the beginning of 
November>the islands were subject to violent hurricanes and unsafe 
for the operations of large warships. At the end of the hurricane 
season winter cjjnditions were setting in on the American coast. The 
great fleets on either side are therefore usually found in the West 
Indies “In the sprang and early summer, on the continental seaboard 
in the late summer and autumn, and returning to Europe or the West 
Indies in the winter. In 1778 a British force left New York for Bar- 
bados on the same day as d’Estaing sailed from Boston for Martinique. 
The governor of the latter island had already taken Dominica. The 
British now retaliated by capturing St. Lucia, although d’Estaing 
as before was in superior force. In the summer of 1779 the 
French took S^. Vincent and Grenada. There was at this time 
considerable disaffection among the planters in the British West 
Indies, many of them sympathizing more or less openly with 
the enemy. The Bermudians even went so far as to send delegates 
to Congress.* 

In the winter of 1778-9, the British government came to the decision 
to employ the bulk of its forces in a reconquest of the southern states, 
Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia. This region was accordingly 
the scene of the later campaigns of the American war. New England 
after Saratoga was not again assailed^ . -New York remained the 
British headquarters, linked with the armies in the south by sea 
comrnunioations depending for their maintenance upon the superiority 
of the British fleets to those of France. That superiority, as we shall 
see, was overthrown at a critical moment, and the whole plain ended 
in disaster. Its inception was largely due to Lord George Germaine, 
who was persuaded that the loyalists were in the majority in the 
southern states and would make thrir conquest an easy matter. As 
a beginning a British force sailed down to Georgia at the end of 1778 
and took Savannah on December 29. In the succeeding two months 
the whole of Georgia was overrun and aig)arently subdued. D’Estaiag, 
returning horn the West Indies in the hurricane season of 1779, made an 
attempt to recapture Savannah but was beaten off. 

The most important event of 1779 was the entry of Spain into the 
war. On April 12 she signed a treaty of alliance with France, and. the 
.Bourbon powers undertook the»invasion of England and, the riege of 
Gibraltar. Spain, however, never expressly ^ed herself with the 
Arnftrip.a.TiR , and displayed no interest m securing their independence. 

* A full aooount of the oourt-martial appears in Treveiyta’s George III. ai^ F<m, 

chap. V. It throws a clear light upon the almost inoredible TileiieaB of politioal life 
at Ihe time. a 

* Fortesoue, ill pp. 2 tS- 80 . 



(150 


A SHOET HISTORY OR BRIt|sH EXPANSION 

Her motives were simply tlie recovery of possessions lost to England 
in previous wars. 

At this point it is opportune to survey the opposing forces. ‘ At 
sea the Bourbon powers had some 140 ships-of-the-line, those of 
France being extremely , efficient, those of Spain exceHently built but 
poorly handled. 'England had nominally 160, but many^^existed on 
paper only, having beim allowed to fall into such decay that they 
were never able to go to sea. In the strength of floe^ actually afloat 
the British were usually much inferior to me allies. In frigates and 
privateers the latter, aided by the Americans, were also stronger. It 
was computed that 3000 Britis h ships, about one-third of the mercantile 
marine, were captured during the war. France possessed, for those 
days, an enormous regular army, unhampered by the continental 
campaigns which had' drained its strength in the Seven Years’ War. 
This army was always available for the invasion of England, and its 
presence on the Channel coast forbade the sending of proper reinforce- 
ments to the British in America. The Spanish troops were also 
sufficiently numerous to besiege Gibraltar and Minorca simultaneously 
and to appear in superior force in the Gulf of Mexico. The British 
army, as always in the warlike eighteenth century, was inadequate in 
numbers. It consisted for the most part of th® highest afid the lowest 
orders in society, supplemented by mercenaries hired in Germany, The 
professional classes, me tradesmen, and the worldng men above the line 
of pauperism were scarcely re^esented in it, and it never occmred to 
anyone that they should bo. The people who amongst them furnished 
the bulk of public opinion ^were thus hardly touched in person by 
these long wars, which perhaps • accounts for the persistent jingoism 
of the times. The militia, as distinct from the regular army, was a 
force for homo service only. It had been reconstituted by Pitt in the 
Seven Years’ War. In 1778, on the threat of invasionr, it was called 
out and trained to the number of 39,000 men. Thus poorly equipped 
the old mercantile empire faced the world-wide coalition of tiie enemies 
its successes had raised up. A contemporary writer, s ummin g up £be 
history of 1779, declared : “ Whether it proceeded from our fault, 
or whether it was merely our misfortune, mankind seemed to wait, 
with an aspect which at best Ijpspoke indifference, for the event of that 
ruin which was expected to burst upon us.” ^ And the worst was yet 
to come. 

Spain formally declared war in June, 1779, having already concerted 
plans of invasion with the Erench. In July the united Bourbon armada 
entered the» Channel and hovered cff' Plymoulh. To its Bixt;^-3jx 
battleships the British could not oppose half the number. But divided 
counsels caused delay, and a ter^le epidemic broke out, particularly 
in the Spanish sMpSjj, .A gale drove the great fleet from the English 
coast, and it" was too disordered to return. The greatest menace of 
the century passed away with scarcely a shoh fired. The Comte 
‘ Annual BegUter, quoted by Ttevelyau, op. of!^. it p. 12, 
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d’Orvilliers, the allied commander-in-cliief, was so heartbrokea that 
be entered a monastery and died shortly afterwards. 

On the Amerioon side d’Estaing left for Europe after his failure at 
Savannah. . Up. his absence the British undertook the second instalment 
of their .^puthem reconquest. Sir Henry Clinton jrithdrew the British 
troops froijj Rhode Island and led an expedition to the siege of Charles- 
ton, the capital Of South Carolina. In May, 1780, the city surrendered 
with nearly 7600 American soldiers. Clinton returned to New York, 
leaving Lord Cornwallis in command in the south. Cornwallis overran 
the Carohnas Fut had never sufficient men to secure his gains. The 
republican forces continually reformed behind him, and the presence 
of numerous loyalists in Ms ranks rendered the fighting the most 
bitter and barbarous^ in the war. In the victories of Camden, Guildford 
and Hobkirk’s HiU, and the defeats of King’s'Mountain and Cowpens, 
his forces melted away. By the spring of 1781 the British held little 
more than the three coast capitals of Savannah, Charleston and 
Wilmington ; and Clinton at New York, watched by the French and 
American armies, could send but scanty aid. 

During this period the Bourbon fleets concerned themselves little 
with the fortunes of the colonists In 1780 de Guichen, the French 
commander, operated in the West Indies, and when the season became 
unsuitable he returned to France. Sir George Rodney, the British 
admiral, fought an indecisive action with Mm near Martinique, and the 
balance of power in the islands remained unchanged. A British 
attempt to revive the ancient project of seizing central America 
succeeded so far that San Juan in Nicaragua. was taken. Then sickness 
anniMlated the expedition and the remnant withdrew. Nelson, as 
a young’officer, was -inesent, and barely escaped with Ms life. 

At home the situation grew steadily worse. The minor sea-powers 
of Europe complained bitterly of the British contention that oE enemy 
goods in neutral sMps were contraband of war. Vergennes on the 
ether hand had proclaimed that France repudiated this doctrine and 
would maintain the right of neutrals to convey ah but actual munitions 
of war. Frederick of Prussia, although not appearing as a principal, 
instigated the neutrals to take action,^ and Catherine II. of Russia 
stood forward as the champion of tiie >’freaker powers. Russia, Sweden 
and Denmark together formed the Armed Neutrality, pledged to fight 
for the principle that “ free sMps make free goods," that contraband of 
war did not include naval stores, victuals or general merchandise, and 
that a blockade to be legal mugt be really effective with the blockading 
sMps lying close to the ports concerned. Prussia and the German 
Empire joined the league in 1781, Portugal and even Turkey in 1782. 
The isolation of Britain was complete. , 

Holland went to greater extremities. Her coficem in the contraband 
trade was larger even than that of th? Baltic countries. Her West 
Indian island of S^. Eustatius, wMch she threw open to the sMpping 
^ Trevelyaii, op, oil. ii. p. 77. 
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of the world, became a huge depot for the supply of, munitions to 
America. In 1780 John Adams, tih.o New England politician, travelled 
to the Hague and, with an ability comparable to that of Franldin, 
won over the Dutch statesmen to a recognition of Ameripan independ- 
ence. The British government, apprised by captured despatches of 
what was going on, seized the excuse for declaring war in^December, 
1780. It was perhaps the only firm and wefi-judged sti/oke to the 
cre^t of Lord North’s cabinet, for Holland, with her coibnies defence- 
less in the East and West Indies alike, was less dangerous as an^open 
t'ha.n as a secret enemy. In the following year EodnSy captured St. 
Eustatius and the neighbouring island of St. Martins, with £4,000,000 
worth of booty and nearly 200 sail of contraband traders. In the 
east the fall of the Duti.ch factories of Trincomalee and Negapatam 
followed shortly on the news of the war. 

The war in America now drew towards a decisive result. In the 
spring of 1781 Cornwallis saw much of his work in Carolina already 
undone and considered that the conquest of Virginia was indispensable 
to the establishment of the British position in the south. Germaine 
in England persuaded himself that the Carolinas were firmly subdued, 
and also hdd the invasion of Virginia to be the next step. I-]fo therefore 
authorized Comwallia to march northwards. Clinton at New York 
disliked the idea but was obliged to acquiesce. He sent such forces 
' as he could spare to the Chesapeake to assist Cornwallis. Washington 
was also prepared to stake all upon a great stroke. In his case it was a 
counsel of despair. His troops were mutinous, diminishing in numbers 
and worse provided than everbefore, and he saw in Congress and the 
people at large an increasing selfishness and iudifierence to the outcome 
of lie war. His only hope lay in utilizing the services of a finb French 
force which had crossed the Mlantio under the Comte de Eochambeau 
in the previous year. Frmce at last realized that she "must render 
efficient aid or witness the collapse of the American cause. The Comte 
de Grasse sailed for tiie West Indira with a great fleet in the early 
summer. He found awaiting him a^jpai'froiirWadm and 
Eochambeau to co-opicat'e" on ~tEe“ American, coast. He collected 
troops and money in the French islands and arrived in Chesapeake 
Bay at the end of August. Co&waUis was already in Virginia, having 
entrenched himself at.„Yorktown in anticipation of aid from .New 
York. Washing^ and his French alliranowmarohed southwards to 
crash Cornwallis'wiriteeTte'GTasseiield the- approaclrby- sea. Eodney, 
sixty-seven years old and a mar^lTW^out, had gone to England to 
recover his health, leaving Admiral Graves on the American coast. 
Graves, with nineteen ships against twenty-four, attacked de Grasse 
in the Chesapeake* He was beaten off and retired to New York to 
refit. During Jiis absSnee the siege of Yorktown .mOYfiOo its con- 
clusion. Cornwallis foxuid himself penned in by land and sea, the 
greater part of his men sick, and bis camp swept |py the French and 
^QBIrioan guns. He surrendered his whole force ow, October 19, 1781. 
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This was virtijally the end of the American war. George III. was for 
carrying it on, but he found himself alone in that opinion. Parliament 
decided to take no more offensive action by land against the colonists, 
and early in ^he following year Lord North resigned, together with his 
tragic ministers for war and marine. By neglecting every maxim 
which Pitt had exemplified they had mined the empire. In the words 
of AdmirsS Mahan, “ No hostile strategist* could have severed the 
British army ■'more hopelessly than did the British government.” 

"WJulst the British forces evacuated successively Savannah, 
Wilmington, CSiarleston and New York (1782-3), the Bourbons still 
remained to be dealt with. In 1781 Sufiren led a fleet to the Indian 
Ocean with results which we have detailed in a previous chapter. In 
the west Rodney’s forces followed the capture of St. Bustatius with 
that of Demarara ahd Bssequibo on the mainland of Butch Guiana. 
But whilst this was going on the Spaniards from New Orleans took 
Pensacola and. by so doing reconquered the whole of Florida, which 
they had ceded to Britain in 1763. Be Grasse, before leaving for 
Yorktown, had taken the sTnall island of Tobago. On his return in 
November, 1781, the French rapidly recaptured the lost Butch colonies, 
St. Bustatius, St. Martins, Bemarara and Bssequibo, and proceeded 
to the conquest of the British Leeward Islands, St. Etta, Nevis and 
Montserrat. At the same moment a Spanish expedition overran the 
Bahamas. The Bourbon leaders now concerted a design upon J amaica, , 
and it seemed as though the British flag was fated to disappear from the ; 
West Indies as well as from the continental colonies. 

At this critical juncture Rodney arrive'd once more from England. 
The ships which he brought with him rendered his united fleet about 
equal tePthat of de Grasse. He brought the latter to action on April 
12, 1782, near the Saints, some small islets between Bominica and 
Guadeloupe.' The result of the battle was a British victory, the only 
decisive one gained against the French in this war. Rodney broke 
the French line, captured de Grasse himself and five battleships, took 
two more a few days later, and ruined the whole French fleet. At 
once the position of affairs was completely altered. Nothing more was 
heard of the coMuest of Jamaica, and the smaller islands were again 
at the mercy of Great Britain. * 

In European waters in 1781-2 the war was waged more fiercely than 
ever. In both years Bourbon fleets cruised in the Channel and 
threatened, without accomplishing, a landing on the EngUah coast. 
Sic Hyde Parker encountered a Butch squadron in the North Sea and 
barely defeated it after a stufibom battle. Gibraltar Had been since 
1779 a focus of interest. In that year the Spaniards blockaded it, 
and later they developed their operations into an active siege, Bimng 
a defence lasting for three years and seven mcSiths thft,garri8on under 
General Eliott were three times relieved and revictualled. On the 
first occasion Rod^y, sailing for the West Indies at the close of 1779, 
destroyed a Spani^ squadron off Cape St. Vincent and oonduoteiS'^iia 
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supply ships to the look. Again in April, 1781, nearly a hundred 
sail with food and troops broke the cordon. In the following year the 
allies, seeing peace imminent, made a supreme efEort to. take the fortress. 
For a week, in September, 1782, an unprecedented boml?ardment and 
the use of novel engineering devices were tried in vain. Shortly 
afterwards Lord Howe carried out the third relief, and the l&ig siege 
ended with the war in Ffebruary, 1783. Minorca was leas'" fortunate. 
A Spanish army began the siege of Port Mahon in July? 1781, and in 
the following February the citadel was surrendered after a lj.eroic 
defence. , '' 

Apart from this loss and that of Florida the British Empire had made 
' good its possessions against the Bourbon powers, although the American 
' colonies were irretrievably gone. Financial exhaustion was now 
everywhere apparent, lord North had raised his'last loan at ruinous 
interest, France was far gone in the bankruptcy which Turgot had 
predicted, and the American Congress had subsisted from the outset 
on paper money which was now hardly worth the cost of printing. 
The destruction of the commercial and maritime wealth of all the 
combatants had been enormous. These considerations rather than 
any decisive victory of the lighting forces led to the openiijg of peace 
negotiations in 1782. 

Lord Shelburne was now the British prime minister. Although he 
still boggled at independence, and was willing to make large concessions 
in return for a purely nominal allegiance, he was obliged to concede 
a full recognition of the sovereignty of the United States. On im- 
portant details the British' ■ negotiators gave way in two notable 
instances ; they failed to secure protection for the loyalists from the 
vengeance of their fellow-countrymen, and they agreed to the nullifica- 
tion of the Quebec Act ,in so far as it concerned the lands between the 
OMo and the Mississippi. The Act (of 1774) had annexed this territory 
to Canada ; it was now confirmed to the United States, having been 
in effect conquered during the war by an American partisan leadexi. 
Other boundary questions were left to be settled at a later date. As 
to the loyalists, their lot was a hard one. Vindictive persecution, 
of which Washington approved,' drove them from the land of their 
' birth. Many settled in Nova '•Beotia and Canada, and the British 
government compensated them for their losses to the extent of 
£4,000,000. Their claims amounted to more than double that sum. 
On these terms Great Britain provisionally aclcnowledged the independ- 
ence of the United States in November^ 1782, pendh^ the conclusion 
,of peace with her other enemies. 

■With France and Spain preliminaries were agreed to early in 1783, 
and the definitive^ treaty was signed at Versailles in September. 
Between Britain and R;^ce there was in the West and East Indies a 
mutual restoration of conquests, except that Frafice retained Tobago. 
In Newfoundland the French fishing rights wer^ strengthened and 
the'SritiBh gave an undertaking not to s^e the wl|stem shores of the 
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island. In Africa, Prance kept Senegal, taken in 1779, and Britain 
returned Goree, taken in the same year. Spain retained her reconquered 
possessions of Minorca and Plorida. A separate treaty restored to 
Holland her lost posts in India and the Caribbean with the exception 
of Negapatam, which was kept by the East India Pompany. 

The Treaties of Versailles mark the end of "much that has hitherto 
bulked largely Tn this history — of the three centuries of competition 
between the western nations for sea-power and colonial wealth, of the 
mercantile empire which Great Britam had built upon the ruins of her 
rivals’ imdertakings, even of the economic beliefs which had imderlain 
the whole conduct of the civilized world. Democracy had won its 
first victory, and sooiql questions were soon to sppplant the old struggle 
for national wealth as the mainspring of men’s actions ; it was but 
a short six years from the peace of 1783 to the fall of the Bastille. The i 
old British empire was torn into two portions, and the larger was lost - 
to it — ^the thirteen states had contained five-sixths of the white men 
who dwelt overseas under the British flag. At home industrial changes 
and the birth of new ideas in economics and ethics were teaching a new 
generation io doubt that political and racial ascendancy were we true 
goals of national life. Adam Smith published his Wealth of Nations ' 
and Lord Mansfield pronounced the first judgment against slavery 
whilst the American conflict was in progress. And after the independ- 
ence of the United States the mother-country’s trade with them, 
contrary to prediction, increased more rapidly than ever before. 

'Jhe causes of -^e great American levplt have appeared from time 
to EJgb in out nafrfttl V0"ff8ifr'EhV‘'da'y when Endioott and Winthrop 
arrived in Massachusetts Bay. They group themselves broadly 
under two heads, political and economic . In politics, comparing 
colgnjal ad minist ration after 1688, we see that the victory 

of Parliament' in that yeax7tEe"^5taEEB£meHt of responsible goyem- 
laent in England, was not con^jicive to he^i administ ration m tlje 
CO ^niggr !|[MuIar mteieiEs aoc[uked_']ff to o cru shi ng weight ‘hi the 
national nonnaela"": '"an'ilf^pbnsible king, even oFEhe Stuart typeTKad'' 
"SPwaysreBiized'tliathe was the ruler not of England only, but of Irdand 
and the colonies as weU ; the members 8f the Gommons who influenced, 
and in the last resort contSolled, themiinisters of the dghteenth century 
were prone to take a UMrower view and to regard the colonists, not as 
fellow Englishmen, butas pote ntial rivals and oompetitorsVho could 
not be safely allowed mS'S8Sfli8i^o]il?Sarfi§hts'’a'sEh§Eshm6n at home. 

TTAncp. jfclift pnlit.inii.1 Yjntnry ni f.lin " glnrimin TOvnlntann ’Lnf-1 WAS- 

no-h ATfanrloil ATT^oTicn The deotors of England, few and corrupt 
as they were, atlead could'removethe executive if ihbecame intolerable 
to them. Those of„ America could denounce their governors and 
bring about a deaeflook which prejudiced the welfare of the state, but 
their governors sM held office until an outside authority chose to 
remove them. [ Ai^Arican constitutional rights remained in the StCSzgt 
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AUTHORITIIS. PART IV. 

General : Por the detailed English history of the period covered by this part the 
olassio authpijtiea ore Lord Macaulay’s History of England and W. E. H. Leohy’s 
History of England during tlie Eighteenth Century. More modem works dealing 
with thv same period are The Political History of EngT&nd, vole. viii„ ix. and x., 
by R. Lodge, L Si- Leaddm and W. Hunt respectively ; and the relevant chapters , 
in the Gcmhridge Modern History, vols. v., vi. and vii. A. D. lanes’ Britain and 
her Rivals in the Eighteenth Century, London, 1896, gives a concise account of the 
oolong wars. Por ^val histo^ the leading authorities are the same as those i 
mentioned for jJort iii., oh. ix. The Hon. J. W. -Portesoue’s History of (he British I 
* Army, vols. ii. and iii., London, 1809, etc., becomes inoreasingly valuable for ■ 
colonial as well as military history as the eighteenth century progresses. Other 
works useful throughout the period are Prof. H. E. Egerton, British Colonial 
Policy, already mentioned, and Sir J. R. Seeley’s ^spansvon of England, London, 
1883. The latter, brmiant and stimulating as it is, contains some generalizations 
which ore questioned by later authorities. 

' 4 

CHAPTERS I. AND IE. PROM 1688 TO 1739 

The history of the American colonies during this period is told in J. A. Doyle’s 
works mentioned among the authorities for part iii., up to 1714. Prom that 
date onwards the same author unites the whole subject in one volume. The 
Colonies Sider tite House of Hanover, London, 1007. A good American work on 
the same period is E. B. Greene’s Provincial America, 1690-1740, New York, 1905. 
■The second volume of Prof. Channing’s History of (he United States (New York, 
1908) is very valuable, and on matters of polLoy should be compared with Eger- 
ton’s work. The two may be considered as typifying the American and British 
views respectively. 0. M. Diokerson in American Colonial Government, 1696-1766, 
ClevelonA Ohio, 1912, gives a full explai^tion of the Board of Trade and its 
influence. The late Me. G. L. Beer did not live to continue his Old Colonial 
Sysfem for the period subsequent to 1689. He had treated it summarily, however, 
in his first work, The-Commeroial PoUoy of England tovmrds the American Colonies, 
New York, 1893. The West Indies in their economic aspect receive detailed 
treatment iii P. W. Pitman’s Development of the British West Indies, 1700-63, 
Yale, 1917, which is a mine of statistical information. A useful view of oolonial 
matters in general is contained in the introduotion to Acts of Oie Privy OoimoU, 

» Oolonial Series, vol, ii. (1680-1720), 1910, ed. by W. L. Grant and James Munro. 
The sentimente of the English people towards oolonial aubjeots, espeoially in 
relation to eoonomio doctrines, are fully explained with a wealth of Illustration 
from contemporary soutoes by G. B. Hertz in The Old Colonial System, Manchester, 
1906, and British Imperialism in (he Ewhteen{h Century, London, 1908. Por 
Walpole’s oolonial and oommeroial policy see Lord Motley’s Walpole, London, 
1889 ^e-issued, 1903) ; N. A Brisco, The Economic Polky of Robert Walpole, 
New York, 1907 ; and Rt. Hon. J. M. Robertson, BoUngbrohe and Tfo&oZe, 
London, 1919. Two useful monographs are those of G. B. Hertz, “ England and 
the Ostend Company,” Eng. Hist. Review, xxii. 256-79 ; and J. S. Barbour, William 
Pederson and (he Darien Oompamy, Edinburgh, 1907. , 

CHAPTER m. THE OLD PKENCH OOLONIAL EMPIRE 

The Cambridge Modem History, vol. vii. oh. in.*(ify Miss Bateson), gives 
on excellent short aSoount of the planting and development of Prenoh colonies 
in America and th(^West Indies. Longer works are Pranois Parkman’s Pioneers 
of France in ffte Nm World and other hooks by the same author ; and B._ G. , 
^waitcss, France iff America, 1497-1763, New York, 1906. On the eoonomio side. 
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Bee S. L. Mims, OoHert's West Indian Policy, Yale, 1912, and Pion-e.Bonnaaaionx, 
Les Orandes Oompagnies de Gommerce, Paris, 1892. The period 1880-1900 saw 
the issue of a number of Prenoh works on colonial history, contemporary with 
a renewed Ifrench interest in colonization. Some of these should bo road with 
caution, ainoe they were not purely historical in their inspiration : •they partook 
to some extent of the natpe of propaganda, the argument being that th^renoh 
colonial empire in the eighteenth century wpuld have been a magnifioeim success 
but was thrown away by the ineptitude of the Bourbon governmentf To this 
period belong H. Castonnet des Foasea, L'Inde Frai^aiae avant Dmleix, Paris, 
1887 i and TibuUe Hamont’s Duphix, Paris, 1881, and Lally-ToUendal, Paris, 
1887. Gol. Q. B. Malleson’s History of the French in India, 2nd ed. (reissued), 
Edinburgh, 1909, an earlier work, gave the lead in glorifioatibn of Bupleix. 
Prosper Cultru’s Bupleix, Paris, 1901, is more critical in method and goes far to 
shatter the legend. A good general history is Henri Weber’s la Oompagne 
Frangaiae des Indea, Paris, 1904, written in a lively and emphatio style, and 
dealing with much besides purely Indian affairs. Henri Qrolous in La Oompagnie 
Frangaise des Indes Orientdles as 1664, Paris, 1911, treats the subject in its ad- 
ministrative and financial aspects. Be la Oolonization chez lea Peuplea Jtdodernes, 
by Paul Leroy-Beaulieu, 6th odn., Paris, 1908, is international ii), scope, os its 
title indioates. 


CHAPTERS IV. AND VI. INDIA, 1709-1786 

During this period the East India Company’s oommeroial interests become sub- 
ordinate in importance to its military and political ooncorns. Tho former, how- 
ever, may be studied in E. P. Robinson’s Trade of Ike Bast India Company, 1709- 
1813, Cambridge, 1912. General histories covering the period are Malleson’s' 
French in India, above referred to ; Beoklcs Willson’s Ledger and Sword, vol. ii., 
London, 1903; Gambridge Modern History, rdl,Yi.; and Sir A. C, Lyall’s Rise o?Mi 
Expansion of British Bominian in India, 6th edn., London, 1910. The naval 
and military history of the Anglo-Ei«gioh wars may be read in Mahan’s Influence 
of Sea Power on History and Eortesoue’s BriHah Army. J. B. B. Muir’s Making 
of British India, 1766-1868, Manohester, 1916, contains reprints of many im- 
portant documents. Indian history in the ei^teenth century is espeoioUy strong 
on the biographical side. lives of Dupleix and Lally have been noticed under the 
heading of chap. iii. A good short life of Olive is Col. G. B. Malleson’s Lord .GUve 
in the Eiders of India Series, Oxford, 1893. IMler and more recent works are 
those by Sir G. W. Forrest, Life of GUve, 2 vole., London, 1919, and H. DodweU, 
Bupleix and GUve, London, 1920. The career of Warren Hasi^gs has probably 
inspired more writing and more controversy than that of any other Indian states- 
man. _ Sir A. C. Lyoll’s Warren Hastings (English Men of Action Series), London, 
1889, m short, oonoiso and impartial. Malleson’s life of Warren Hastings, London, 
1894, is more detailed, and devotes its^ to a complete vindication of its subject 
on all tho oheurges brought against him. Sir G. W. Forrest’s Administration 
of Warren Hastings, Calcutta, 1892, presents documentary evidence not previously 
brought to light. Warren Hastings in Bengal, 1772-4, by M. B. M. Jones, Oxford, 
1918, is a stody on economic lines of a short period. Macaulay’s Essays on 
Clive_ and Hastinga ore stiU widely read. They are however fdU of prejudiced 
wd inaccurate stjttements, and at the presentday are valuable more for theu: 
literary than their hietoxied quahties. 

■ CHAPTER V. 'JH®. CLASH OF EMPIKBS, 1739-1763 

(X the wars of Jenkms’ Ear and the Austrian enooession Ih their bearing upon 
British colonization there exists no complete study dealing ■f'ith naval, military 
^lomatio affairs. They must he read in the Political History 'of Englaria, 
the Oambridge Modem History and the works of Innes, ' !F(^^oue and Mahan 
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already referred, to. A recent addition to naval history, Admiral H. W. 
Richmond’s The Navy in Ike War of 1TS9-48, 3 vols., Cambridge, 1920, should 
also be consulted. For the Seven Years’ War there are in addition some excellent 
^ides. For English readers the moat iUvuninating is Sir J. S. Corbett’s England 
in the Seven Years' War, 2 vols., London, 1908, ■vrooh is especially valuable for 
Pitt’s pri^iples and methods and his justification againsjj oritioisms vhioh have 
been levehed at him. The works 'of M. Riohard Waddington, Louis ZF. et le 
Benversemeni'des Amanees, Paris, 1896, and La Guerre de Sept Ans, 6 vols., Paris, 
1899, etc., enter into full detail from the French point of view whilst maintaining 
striot impartialiCy in matters of controversy. They show the colonial struggle 
in its true relation to European afiairs. The larger work is at present unfinished, 
volume V. leaving us in 1761. The campaigns in Canada ore well described in 
A. G. Bradley’s FigM uiith France for Norik America, London, 1900, and, more 
teohnioally, in A. Doughty’s Siege of Quebec, 6 vols., Quebec, 1901, etc. Colonial 
pohoy in relation to the struggle receives attention in 6. L. Beer, British Colonial 
Policy, 1764-66, New JTork, 1907 ; Miss ICate Hotblack, Chaiham's Colonial 
Policy, London, 1917 ; and Miss G. S. Kimball, Oorresporvdence of William PiU 
with Colonial Governors, 2 vols.. New York, 1906, the latter giving the text of the 
despatches. 'Beer’s work should be compared with an article by H. Hall on the 
same subject in American Historical Meview, vol. v. p. 672. Two recent Lives of 
Pitt should also be studied — ^thoso of A. von Kuville, 3 vols., English translation, 
London, 1907, and B. Williams, 2 vols., London, 1913. The former gives a German 
view which somewhat disparages certain aspects of Pitt’s oarccr. The latter is 
a whole-hearted eulogy. Certain authorities bearing upon the Ohio question 
have been referred to in the footnotes. 


CHAPTER Vn. AMERICAN POLITICS, 1689-1763 

For this chapter the chief authorities are those given for colonial affairs under 
the heading of chaps, i. and ii., and more particularly the works of Doyle, Egerton, 
Greene and Ohanning. For the latter part of'th’e period see also Beer’s Colonial 
Policy, 1764-66, and H, Hall’s paper in the American Historical Meview, An 
article by ,B. Williams, “ Chatham and the Representation of the Colonies in the 
Imperial Parliament,” English Hist. Meview, xxii. p. 766, also has some bearing 
on the subject^ 

CHAPTERS Vin. AND K. THE AMERICAN REVOLT AND THE 
FALL OF THE MERCANTILB EMPIRE, 1763-1783 

Of the immense literature, general and special, dealing with this subject it is 
necessary to make a somewhat narrow selection of works pre-eminently useful 
for the various points of view. In addition to the longer histories already 
mentioned which tahe the American Revolution as a whole in their course, the 
following works should he noted : G. E. Howard, Preliminaries of the Mevolution, 
1763-76, New York, 1906, and C. H. van Tyne. The American Mevolution, New 
York, 1006. These are oomplemtetary to one another, being oonseoutive volumes 
in a large series on American history. They present a clear, falx and straight- 
forward account of the period. standard English work is that of Sir G. 0. 
Trevelyan, The American Revolution, 4 vols., London, 1899, etc. It begiiu with 
the Stamp Aot and goes to 1778. The same author continues the subject in 
George till Third and Charles Fox, 2 vols., London, 1012-14. He is sympathetio 
towards Amerioan contentions and especially valflffbte for his ^account of oon- 
teimjorary English politios and their relation to the great affaira. S. G. Fisher, 
in The Struggle for Ar^aican Independence, 2 vols., London, 1908, advances novel 
viewS' on some points^ hut should be read with caution and in comparison with 
other authors. A. '|M. Schlesinger’s Colonial Merchants and Ame^can 

\i 
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Bevohdion, 1763-76, New York, 1917, is a valuable olnoidation of a> matter bitborto 
obsoure, ttie origin and efEeots of the non-importation policy. G. B. Hertz’s 
OU Colonial System is very illuminating on the social, econoniio and sentimental 
aspects of the struggle. Beer’s Colonial Policy, 1764-66, gives in its later chapters 
the best account available of Grenville’s fiscal measures. For tire participation 
of the Bourbons in th^ vror see Henri Doniol’s Histoire de la Partiei^tion de la 
France h I’Etablissement dee Siats-Unis, 6 vols., Baris, 1886-99, a gret^ work which 
must be regarded as the fiinaBauthority on the subject. Thosa who desire a more 
condensed account will find much of Doniol’s substance embodie4^in J. B. Perkins, 
France in the American Pevolution, Boston, 1911. For the military campaigns 
there are many authorities. Fortesoue’s British Army, vol. iii.,48 the most^ecent 
and comprehensive, dealing with all the world-wide aspects of the contest. The 
author is emphatic upon the half-hearted nature of the revolt and the foot that it 
was more than once upon the verge of collapse, miis is somewhat damaging to 
the revolutionary epic as formerly conceived in America, and has drawn some 
adverse criticism in reply. fAdmiral Mahan’s Influence oftSea Power upon History 
ip especially full on the naval campaigns ; the same author has also reprinted his 
contribution to Laird CSowes’ Royal Navy under the title of Navies in the War of 
Independence, London, 1913. Another work dealing with their same subject is 
G. W. Allen’s Naval History of the American Revolution, 2 vols., Boston, 1913, 
especially interesting for personal and biographical details, and the privateering 
warfare upon which Mahan touches only lightly. 
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52asai. ms. m:i, 419-23,,. 4isr6! 
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170^84, 341, 347-8, 362-84, 408-17, 
436-6; enanoial details, 216, 217, 
218, 227-8, 220, 304, 308, 310, 311, 
342, 362, 411-12. 

Eastland, 22-3, 26.6, 62-3. 

Qreonbriar, 391. 

Qniana, 156, 209. 

Guinea, Tudor, 83-6, 98-0, 100, 103; 

1018, 162; 1630. 102-3, 311, 

Hudson’s Bay, 257-8, 313-17, 334-6, 
336, 338. 
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Flanders, trade of, 6-6 13 ; trade with, 
14-16, 18, 23-4, 30-1, 41-2, 45-6. 

Flanders Galleys, 14, 34, 44 , 49 . 

Florida, French colony in, 362 ; Spanish 
and British, 406, 463, 466. 

Forbi>B, General John, 4oO. 
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Grenada, 280, 401, 405, 406, 440. 

Grouvilk, George, policy of, 428-31, 433. 

Grenville, Sir ifioliard, 130-2, 140, 143. 

Gresham, Sir Thomas, 46-7, 82, 87. 

Qroseilliera, M. 0. dos, 314-16. 

GuadolomiB, 212, 364, 860, 401, 402, 406. 

Guiana, English in, seventeenth oentury, 
166, 207-8. See also Surinam. 

Guinea, dtsoovery of, 67-8 ; English 
voyages to, 78, 82-6, 93, 98-0, 162-3 ; 
English posts in, 268 ; French in, 86 ; 
Dutch in, 267, 268. 

Guy, John, 205-6. 

Hakluyt, Richard, 77, 117, 126, 164, 169, 
170. 

Halifax, Earl of, 393, 420. 

Halifax (Ncra Scotia), 393. 

Hall, James, 237. 

Hampden, John, 201. 

Hanover, in relation to British interests, 
386-0, 306 B., 397-8. 

Hansa of Cologiuf, 6. 

Uanso of Lon£in (FlQmish)^ 6-6, 13. 

Hansoatio League, 6, 12, 13, 16-17, 22, 24, 
26, 27, 29, 31-2, 42-3, 46-7, 62, 136. 
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Henry VII. and Oolumbns, 61 ; and the 
Cabots, 08-70; and the Bristol ex- 
plorers, 72-4 ; and the moroantile 
polioy, 40-4. 

Hanry VIII. and discovery, 74-6; ond 
tile Navy, 78-9. 

Henry the Navigator, 67-8. 

Henry, Patrick, 430. 

Hiokman, Anthony, 82, 69. 

Hilishorough, Lord, 434. 

Hispaniola, see St. Domingo. 
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Hydor Ali, 412-13, 416-18. 

Iceland, the Horthmon in, 64 ; fishery, 6, 
13, 16-17, 24, 26, 42. ' 

Imperial defeaoe, see Colonial dofonoo. 
Imperial federation proposals, seven- 
teenth and eighteenth, couturios, 422-3, 
. 427,432-3. 
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1770, 435 ; 1773, 435-6 ; in generM, to 
1688, 246, 247 n., 259-00, 263, 264-0,’ 
274, 276, 277, 283, 286, 288-9, 291, 
291-4, 297-8, 301-2, 303 ; 1689-1783, 
328, .332, 339, 342 n., 340, 422, 424, 
433, 434, 437. 

Navy, British, mediaeval, 8, 9-10, 18, 
20-1, 24-6, 34 ; 1485-1568, 46, 77-80 ; 
Elizahe^ian, 134-6 ; early Stuart, 
164-6 ; Commonwealth, 242, 244-6 ; 
Ro.storation, 267, 271, 333 ; 1689-1816, 
333-4, 336, 342, 460 ; Dutch, 248, 333 ; 
Erench, of Louis XIV., 333-6, 366-7 ; 
eighteenth oeotury, 385, 388-90, 444, 
4.50; Spanish, of Plfilinll., 136, 144; 
1779, 460. ^ 

Nogapatam, 410, 466. 

Nelson, Lord, 461. 

Neutrals, rights of, 245, 403, 461, 

Nevis, sea Leeward Islands. 

New Albion, 111. 

New Amsterdam, see New York. 

Newcastle, 17, 21, 81. 

Newcastle, Duke of, 328, 346, 346, 388, 
393-7, 398, 403. 

Naw England (see also separate colonies), 
to 1689, 169, 100, 104, 188-204, 243, 
262, 265-6, 270-1, 277, 287, 298-303 ; 
1689-1783, 326-6, 339, 342, 442 ; New 
England Confederation, 203-4 ; New 
England, Dominion of, 302-3, 327 ; 
New England fishery, 259, 262. 

Newfoundland, discovery of, 69-70 ; 
colonization, to 1688, 94, 128-9, 183, 
205-7, 262, 286-7 ; -1689-1783, 336, 338, 
367 ; Newfoundland fishery, 09, 72, 
128, 206-7, 259, 262, 286-7, 336, 338, 
351, 360, 406, 464. 

New Eranco, sec Canada and Nova Scotia. 

New Guinea, 231-2. 

New Hampshire, 298, 301, 302, 326, 339. 

New Haven, 169, 160, 202-4, 298, 299-300. 

New Jersey, 261-2, 206, 276, 280, 281-2, 
303, 327, 340. 

New Orleans, 366, 369. 

Newport (Rhode Islaiid), 200, 339. 

Newport, Christopher, 163, 171-3, 174. 

New Ikovidence, 213. 

New York, to 1689, 236, 261-2, 205, 268, 
270,?IKM1, 303 ; 1689- 178S, 326, 328, 
334, 33^40, 342, 38lT, 431, 436, 442, 
448, 449, 461; 463. „ 

New Zealand, disooveiy of, *232. 

Niagara, Port, 357, 390. 
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Nioolls, Colonel Richard, 268, 278-80, 300. 
Nomhre de Dios, Drake at, 106, 107, 146. 
Non-importation (American), 430, 434, 
436. 

Norroys, Sir John, 142-3. 

Norris, Sir William, 311. 

North, Lord, 413, 434, 435, 438, 439, 449, 
447 453. '' 

•North, Roger, 160, 209. ^ 

North-East Passage, search for, 86-90, 94, 

^ 233,234, 236. 

Northern Ciroors, 371-2, 382-3, 411. 
Northmen, 6, 12, 54-6. 

Northumberland, Duke of, 46. 

North-West Paasago, search for, 71-2, 
72-6, 94, 111, 117-21, 122, 126, 171, 
283-9, 316 j iiuportanoo of finding, 113. 
Norway, trade with, 6, 13, 22;3. 

Noto Scotia (Acadia), to 178.3, 207, 266, 
326, 334, 336, 338-9, 362-3, 367 , 388, ! 
390, 392-3, 400. 

Novgorod, 0, 12, 13. 

Nuncomar, Raja, 414. r 

Oglethorpe, General James, 347. 

Ofiio territory, disputes concerning, 390-2, 
394, 438, 454. 

Olive Branch Petition, 439. 

Omiohund, 376-7, 378. 

Ormua, 66, 102, 222, 224, 220, 238. 

Otis, James, 430. 

Ottoman Empire, trade with, 49-60. See 
aim Companies, Turkey and Levant. 
Ondh, British relations with, 410, 411, 
413, 410. • • * 

Oxenham, John, 93, 108. 

Oxford, Earl of (Harley), 336, 343. 

Pacific Ocean, explorers in, 231-3. 

Paine, Thomas, 440. 

Panama, Isthmus of, 66, 93, 107-8, 136, 
146, 290, 332-3, 387. 

Panipat, Battle of, 411 m. 

Paper ourrenoy, deputes on, 421-2. 
Papillon, Thomas, 310. 

Paris, Treaty of (1763), 384, 406-7, 424. 
Paterson, William, 332. 

Peckham, Sir George, 126, 127, 128. p 
. Penn, Admiral, 251-2. 

Penn, William, 270, 282-4, 326-7. 
Pennsylvania, 265, 282-4, 340, 418-19. 
Pcpperell, Sir William, 388. 

Pequod War, 202. 

Persia, English in, 94, 114-16, 224. 

Peru, Spanish conquest of, 66-6. 

Pet, Arthur, 90, 233. 

Pettapoli, 226. 

Philadelphia, 284, 328, 3^, 342, 436, 438, 

44a. '*■ w" 

Phflip n., poliof nf, 86-6, 90, 106-6, 134, 
_ 137, 138, 144, 148, 147. 

Philip’s Wt^80i. . 

Ehipps„Sir William, 326, 334, 421. 


Pilgrim lathers, 159, 160, 188-93. 
Pintoado, Antonio, 83-4’. 

Pisa, wool-staple at, 43-4. 

Pitt, Wifiiam, Earl of Cliatham, 349, 301, 
390, 393, 396, 427, 436-7, 430, 444, 
446-6, 447 ; ministfies of, 1766-7, 
397-8; 1757-61, 398-406,; 1766-8, 

433-4. 

Pitt, William, the younger, 417. 

Pizarro, Francisco, 65-6. 

Placentia, 288. • 

Plassey, Battle of, 377-8. 

Plymouth, 21, 81, 140 p 
P lymouth (colony), 169, 160, 190-3, 201, 
203-4, 208, 300, 302, 326. 

Poohahontas, 172, 176. 

Pocook, Admiral, 380, 382. 

Polo, Marco, 66-fi. 

Pondicherry, 306, 368, 360, 364, 306, 368, 
380-1, 383-4; 415. 

Population, of England^ 11, 126, 327 n . ; 
Amerioan colonies, 327 n., 341-2, 
418-19 ; Canada, 363, 366, 359 ; Caro- 
lina, 276 ; Georgia, 347 ; Jnmaioa, 
290 ; Massachusotts, 106, 330 ; New- 
foundland, 287 ; Now York, 339 ; 
Plymouth (colony), 103 ; .yirginia, 181, 
182, 291, 204 ; British iVest Indies, 
210, 211, 288-91, 342. 

Porter, Endyinion, 228. 

Port Louis, 306. 

Port Nolson, 316, 33-i-6. 

Porto Bollo, 330, 348, 380. 

„ Port Royal (Acadia), me Annapolis. 

Port Royal (Jamaioa). 332. 

Portugal, empire of, 66-60, 04-6, 83-4, 
222-4, 312 ; expedition to, 1689, 142-3 ; 
independenoo Cf, 260 ; trade with, 16, 
24, 26-7, 43 ; treaties with, 1635, 224 ; 
1664, 224 ; 1703, 336. 

Portsmouth (Now Hampshire), 339. 
Portsmouth (Rhode Islwd), 199-200. 
Pownall, Thomas, 432. • 

Prester, John, 67, 64. 

Pring, Martin, 169. 

Proprietary colonies, 184, 211, 268, 272-3, 
278, 280, 281-2, 283, 326-7, 329, 347, 
419. 

Providence (Rhode Island), 199. 
Providence Island, 160, 160, 212-13. 
Puerto Eioo, 144-6, 147. 

Pulicat, 226. 

Pule Run, 221, 303. 

PuTi^as, Samuel, 164. 

Puriwns, Puritanism, 168-0, 188-204, 
240-64, 208-9, 339. 

Pym, John, 164, 201. 

Quakers, 261, 263, 2S1-2, 283, 340, 423 ; 

iu New EnglanQ, 296-9. 

Quebec, 207, 314, fi;34, 336, 363, 402-3, 
440 ; Quebec Aot, 438, 440, 464. 
Quiberon Bay, Battle of, 404. ' 
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Radiflson, Pierae, 314, 316, i 
Rnlogh, Sir Wnltor, 04, 120, 128, 128, 
130-40, 146-6, 164 ; and •iVirginia, 
130-3 ; in Guiana, 133, 160, 2U7, 208-0. 
Randolph, Edward, 301-2, 328. 

Raymond, QoorgS, 122, 130. 
Regulating^ot, 413-14, 416-17. 
RepreBBiitaJVe government in colonies, , 
to 1680, 1/7-8, M2, 188, 193, 196-7, 

, 200-1, 202, 203, 210, 271, 273-4, 276, ■ 

' 281, 283-4. 200, 290-1, 294-5, 296; 

1689,1783, 320, 327, 419-22, 465-6. 
Bdumoni'Is/e of, 357. 

Revolution of 1688-9, in America, 271, 
297, 208, 303, 326-7 ; signiSoanoe of, 
326, 327, 420 ; effect on East India ' 
Company, 310 ; on Royal African 
Company, 312. " 

Rhode Island, 159, 160, 199-261, 204, 298, 
303, .320, 339, 410, 422, 448. 

Ribanlt, Jean, 362. 

Rich, Lord, 163. 

Rich, Sir Rfathanicl, 164. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, 314, 363. 

Riga, 12, 42-8. 

Rio do la Hacha, 102, 103, 146. 

Roanoke Island, 131-3. 

Rohorvnl, Sionr do, 362. 

Rochefort, 309. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, 431-3. 

Rodney, Lord, 461, 462, 463. 

Roe, Sir Thomas, 207-8, 224-6, 

Rohilkand, 413. 

Rolfc, John, 170. 

Rooke, Sir George, 336. 

Rupert, Prince, 220, 241-2, 267, 207, 270, 
314<46. 

Rupert’s Land, 316-17, 334-6, 330, 367. 
Russia, English in, see Companies, 
Muscovy. 

Rut, John, 76-6. 

Ruyter, Admiral de, 248-9, 207, 268, 270, 
f912, 

Eyswiok, Treaty of, 316-17, 335, 357, 358. 

Saints, Battle of the, 453. 

Selahat Jang, 370, 383. 

. Salbai, Treaty of, 416. 

Salem (Massachuaetts), 194, 196, 197. 
Sandwich, 21 ; Battle of, 9. 

Sandwich, Lord (17781, 448, 449, 463. 
Sandya, Sir Edwin, 164, 178-80, 189, 193. 
Sandys, Thomas, 310. 

Son Juan de XTlua, 104-6. „ 

San Luoor, English privileges at, 26, 48. 

I Santa Cruz, battle at, 252. j f' 

Saratoga, surrender at, 443, 447. '•/ . 

' Saunders, Sir Charles, 402. V 

Saunders, Thomas, 370. ^ 

Savannah, 347, 449, 451,*463. 

Saybrook (colony), 20ff2, 

Save, Lord, 193, 201. 

Sedgwick, Major Robert, 266, 277. 


Senegal, 401, 406, 465. 

Seven Years’ War, 372-84, 303-407. 
Seymonr, Lord Henry, 139, 141. 
Shaftesbury, Earl of, 267; 272, 316., 

Shah Alam, Emperor, 410, 411, 413. 
Shelburne, Lord, 437, 454. 

Ship-money fleet, the, 166. 

Shipping, development of mediaeval,. 
32-4. "> 

Shipping, British, including colonial, 8,' 
10, 20-1, 32-4, 79, 135, 208, 218, 249, 
263, 287, 288, 301 »., 336, 339, 342, 407, 
460. See also Havy. 

Shirley, Sir 'William, 388, 394-6. 
Shujo-ud-BauIa, 410. 

Sierra Leone, 68, 312. 

Silva, Gnzman de, 102, 103. 

Slave trodn and slavery, British, 93, 
99-106, 182, 262-3, 275, 276, 288, 294, 
312-13, 332, 340, 341, 342, 419 ; Dutoh, 
267, 20G, 312; Erenoh, 365, 401 ; 
Portuguese, 67-8. 

Sluys, Battle of,l8, 20. 

Smith, Adam, 466. '' 

Smith, Captain John, 172-3, 174, 188, 
234. 

Smith, Sir Thomas, 123, 132, 15.3, 170, 
178-9, 210, 210, 218, 236, 237, 238. 
Somers, Sir George, 163, 170, 17f-6. 
Somers Islands, see Bermudas. 

Sothol, Seth, 274. 

Southampton, 21, 81, 128, 100. 
Southampton, Earl of, 133, 164, 169, 178, 
i 227.. 

SoUtHwoll, Sir Robert, 264. 

Spain, trade with, 18, 24-5, 26-7, 43, 47-9, 
t 134, 258 ; treaties with, 1489, 43 ; 
1604, 147, 154, 169 ; 1670, 290 ; 1713, 
336; 1760, 343 71., 300 n. ; 1783,406; 
1783, 464-6 ; wars with, 1686-1604, 65T 
134-47; 1626, 166-6; 1860, 262-4; 
1739-48, 349, 386-7; 1762-3, 406-7; 
1770-83, 449-66. . 

Spanish oofonies, 210 ; JSnghsh trade 
with, 90-105, 147, 161, 207, 330, 343, 
348-0. 

Spice Islands, disoovety of, 60 ; Brake at, 
111 ; English and Butch struggle for, 
162, 217, 218-22. 

Bpitzhergen, 233. 

St. Christopher (St. Kitts), 166, 210-11, 
268-0, 336, 361, 363, 453. 

St. Bomingo, attacks on, 136, 261 ; 

Erenoh ciflony, 212, 360, 401. 

St. Eustatius, 461-2, 463. 

St. Qermain-en-Laye, Treaty of, 207, 
353. 

St. George, sglony of, 170. 

St. Helena, aOS. .. e 

St. Jolm’s, 287. . 

St. Lucia, 212, 289, 390, 40^ 405, 406 
449. 

St. MMo, raid on, 400. '' 
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St. Thome, French at, 367. 

St. Vincent, Cape, battles at, 13 f; 8 , 4o3. 
St. Vincent (cclony), 289, 390, 401, 406, 
40& 449. . 

Stamp Act, 429-32, 440. 

Stondish, Miles, 191-3. _ 

Stapleton, Colonel Williji'm, 289. 

Stone, William, 187, 244. 

Stop of the Exchequer, 270. r 
■ Stuyvesant, Peter, 277, 279, 280/ • 

Suffren, Comte de, 416-16. 

Sugar Act, 429, 432. 

Sugar planting, 211, 266, 288, 337- 
346. 

Sulivan, Lawrence, 410. 

Surajah Dowlah, 373-9. 

Surat, English at, 162, 217, 223, 224, 226, 
228, 306-6, 307 j French ot, 367, 368. 
Surinam, English colony at, 209, 243, 266, 


Swally Boads, battles at, 223-4. 

Sweden, trade with, 22-3 j Swedish 
colony, 270, 279. '' 

O 

Talon, Jeon, 279, 360. . 

Tangier, 260, 266, 271. 

Tanjore, Lally in, 381. 

Tasman, Abel, 2‘ii. . 

Tasmania, 232. 

'Tea Act, 436-6, 447. 

Thorne, Bobert, 74-6. 

Ticondeioga, 400. 

Tipu Sultan, 416-16. 

Tobacco, planting and trade in, v®. 178, » 
179, 182, 186, 210, 201, 29l-«.*'342, 
344-6. 

Tobago, 212, 268, 289, 390, 406, 463, 464, 
Tord^Ias, Treaty of, 64. 

Torres, Luis Vaez de, 232. 

''Tortuga, 212-13. 

Tosoanelli, Paolo, 61, 62. 

Towerson, Gabrid, 221. 

Towerson, Williaip, 86 . 

Townshend, Qharles, 433. 

Trade routes, mediaeval, 12-14 ; Asiatic, 
114-16. 

Trade’s Inerease, The, 226. 

Transportation Act, 438. « 

Triohhiopoly, fighting at, 369, 370-1. 
Triple Alliance, 269. 

Turgot, Baron, 446. 


Union, Act of (1707), 333. 

United Provinces, see Holland. 
Unmashing of VtrpittW, The, 179. 

Ushant, BatUe of, 448. 

Utredht, Q^aties of, 1474, 31-2 ; 1713, 
336-7»5338, 867. • 

Vane, 8(7 Henry, 199, 242, 244. 
s VansittartsHAnry, 408-9. 


Vonioo, arade with, see Italy and Flanders 
Galleys. 

Vergentus, Comte do, 446-7, 461. 

Vernon, ‘Admiral, 380-7. 

Verrazzano, Giovanni da, 361. 

Versailles, Treaties of, 1783, 416, 464-6. 

Veto on colonial legislation, 4^2. 

Virginia, Elizabethan, 5^6, 130-3 j 

1603-24, 166, 167j 169, 160-1, 109-80 ; 
1024-49, 181-7 : 1649-60, 241, 243-4 ; 
1660-89, 261; 266, 237, 291-7 ; 1689- 
1783, 327, 340, 342, 430-1, 462* 

Vries, 'Marrin de, 2l33f 

Walpole, Sir Bobert, 343-9, 362, 390. 

Walsingham, Sir Francis, 109, 128. 

Wandewash, Battle of, 383. 

Warner, Sir Thomas, 210-11. 

Warwick, the King-maker, f,0, 31. 

Warwick, Bobert Bioh, Earl of, 164, 101, 
170, 178-9, 193, 200,501, 200, 212, 244. 

Washington, George, 392, 304, 430, 437, 
430-42, 462. 

Watson, Admirpl, 376, 377. 

Waymonth, George, 160, 233. 

West Indies, discovery of, 00-2 ; English 
in, 48, 76-6, 210-13, 265, 287-91, 341, 
342; French in, 80, 360, 363, 364, 366, 
300, 401, 446. 

Weston, Thomas, 180-90, 192. 

White, John, 132-3. 

White Sea, discovery of, 89. 

Wiapooo Bivor, colonics on, 207-8. 

William III., Btadtholder, 270 j King, 
310, 826-7, 328, 334-6. 

WUliams, Boger, 107-8, 109, 200. 

Willoughby, Sir Hugh, 88 . « • 

Willoughby of ‘Parham, Lord, 211 , 243, 
208, 289. 

Wilmington, 461, 463. 

Wingfield, Edward, 172-3. 

Winthrop, John, the elder, 164, 167, 
106-9, 200, 203. • 

Winthrop, John, the younger, 201, 279, 
299. 

Wolfe, General James, 400, 402. 

Wood, Benjamin, 06, 123. 

Wool export, 6 , 16, 47 (see also Com- 
panies, Merchants of the Staple). 

Wyndham, Thomas, 82-4. 

Karate, Francisco de, lllii'’ 

Xavier, Francis, 66 . 
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Yeardley, George, 177. 

York, 4, 17. 

York, James, Duke of, see James II. 

Yorktown, siegg of, 171, 462-3. 

Zeni, voyages of &e, 66 . 
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